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Abstract

This study identifies the application of the Enlgllsanguage as an element of the globalization godéebrings

to light some eminent Nigerians who have usedrtigsium as an instrument of shedding light on thereaof

the Nigerian society. In the process, they havelsbto prescribe the ideal of their dream. Throtlghexercise

of their intellectual powers, they have proved &not merely displaying their skills in the manigtidon of the
language, but rather as contributors to discoursethe socio-economic and political developmentbligiria.
Thus, this study sees through their writings, deegiological, historical, political, philosophicahd economic
insights. It is by this means that they have suteddn projecting Nigeria’s image on the globalreceBy
extension greater attention is drawn to Nigeria thg international community as exemplified by the
acknowledgement of personalities like Wole Soyin€ainua Achebe, and Ben Okri, among others by the
intellectual world. In essence, while Nigerian leexdseek to attract the interests of the internatioommunity

for the development of the country through heavypesditure on lobby groups and propaganda, some
distinguished Nigerian writers have proved to tharld/that Nigeria has much to offer in terms ofeltectual
skills.

Introduction

Right from the dawn of independence to the presemts, Nigeria has drawn the attention of the
international community to itself. This is esseliattributable to its abundant human and mate®sburces,
which it is assumed would grant the nation, thetage to play a leading role on the global scamsdéntally,
this expectation tends to be a forlorn hope. Thalehges posed by the yawning gap between expeasatind
realization of objectives has engaged the atterdfopolitical observers, opinion leaders as welkakolars of
diverse fields. This is particularly the case gitlea particularly fast-changing trends on the glcicane.

Given the nature of the current trends in the gliaation process, nations which fail to structtireir
systems to be in tune with acceptable best practeeuld be atrophied. In other words what operates
contemporary globalized world is the Darwian prateiof the survival of the fittest. To underlingstifiact, it is
pertinent to draw attention to the observation maye former U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria, aboutfduing
hopes of the international community on the prospe€ Nigeria. At a public occasion in the U.S.inEeton
Lyman had asked rhetorically: ‘What does it meaat thne in five Africans is Nigeria? It does not mea
anything to a Namibian or South African. It is adiof conceit. What makes it important is whatappening to
the people of Nigeria. Are their talents being &afh..” He went further to add that: ‘And when Iswasked by
journalists why President Obama did not go to Nagel said, “What would he gain from going? Would
Nigerians be a good model for democracy? Wouleialmodel for good governance?” (Vanguard, Janbiary
2010). From the above, a number of issues couldedeiced. Nations do not exist for the sake of dsimgin
other words, autarky is antithetical to human cwifion. Through interactions which in politicatrgs, can be
termed international relations, the leaders of anty strive to gain relevance on the internatiose¢ne.
Through a process of either formal or informal pesiew, the nature or significance of a natiomssessed to
the extent that its leaders promote social justice.

In drawing attention to itself, a nation standspt@mote its national interests. These interesés ar
diverse, ranging from about the most important,clvhig the protection of its territorial integrityy meeting the
needs of its citizens in the realms of politicaivdties as well as meeting the peoples’ socio-@coic needs. In
terms of addressing the challenges confrontingaplee interests are often drawn to the materiatiaed the
people to the detriment of mental needs. It idig tealm that studies in the humanities adequditdly. It is the
thought process that forms the basis of humanizaibn. This can be better appreciated if attentsodrawn to
the fact that Thomas Painél'tie Rights of Manwas a major factor in arousing the consciousnégsrericans
to fight for independence from the colonizing powritain. Similarly Martin Luther King’s (Jnr.) vitings had
far reaching effects in non-violent approach tostirgy equal rights from their fellow countrymen.efénduring
effects is to the extent that an African-Americaard&k Obama got elected as President of the U.3009.
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Herein lies the relevance of the man of letterseinsitizing the society on the need to work tow#ndssociety’s
cherished values.

The Essence of the Literary Elite

The worth of a man in society, is to the extent tieavails his society, and by extension, humahigybenefits

of his calling. In this instance, the man of lettbrings to bear in his works, the characteridtiomane qualities
of reflection and the quest of the ideal for hiscisty. Whatever scientific advancement recorded or
technological breakthrough made, the fact remdias these have been anchored on positive thinkingther
words, humanity is highly indebted to great phildsers over the ages. Herein lies the relevancetefdture in
the development of mankind. It should be stated #tathe onset of European colonial rule in Afrithe
intruders dismissed black Africans as being pathefcivilized world.

This contention was essentially borne by the faet sub-Saharan Africa was largely a non-scribalesp.
Arising from this, there was no written record bétcultural achievements of these various peopléth the
institution of colonial rule and the developmenttioé culture of writing, the science, philosophylkfore and
other aspects of culture of these African peopiadexs] to be documented. In the acculturation E®tee use of
the English Language as well as Literature in Ehmglbecame part of Nigerians’ way of life. Its apgiion
became a vital platform for the nation’s integratioto the global scene. The instrument of Litematit should

be stated, is a veritable vehicle for the expressioa people’s way of life as well as projectihg image of a
people beyond the national shore. Literature,authbe asserted, addresses itself to the cogmitiveof human
nature. It taxes the rational element of man. Itiaginative, philosophical and therefore profouAd.a result

of this, the man of letters occupies a vantagetiposin society. In fact, one scholar posits tHefriters are
sometimes, therefore people with visionary and petip insights into human life’. Manifestationstbése traits
can be deduced from the works of the classical IGiPé@ywright, Sophocles (496 — 406B.C.), who amotigers
wrote The Thebean Plays.The same trait runs through such eminent men tdrtetike the British, William
Shakespeare (1564-1616), the German Johann Wolfgangsoethe (1749 — 1832) as well as the Russiaq, L
Tolstoi (1828 — 1910) author of the famous noVégr and Peace These writers and others in their category,
have carved a niche for themselves in their regpmesbcieties and beyond such that their fame hdsrred
even centuries after their deaths. Arising frons,techolars have come to identify these writersomscience of
the society. The English poet Shelley (1792 — 18#)s poets as ‘the acknowledged legislators ofvtiréd.’
The celebrated English poet, John Milton (1608 #4)@ypifies the great relevance of writers in sbgi Most

of his sonnets were occasioned by contemporarytgwerEngland. One of such was his condemnatiothef
massacre of Protestants in 1655. The relevanceiltdrivin contemporary British and American intelieal
circles is such that the following is said of hitltilton is an industry’, to the extent that, ‘Thenferican and
English, presses pump out books and articles orwbiks in volumes’ (Carey: 1976). In this mould was
Christopher Marlowe (1564 — 1593), authoDof Faustus. He was a humanist as well as a moralist. These men
of letters were inclined towards applying the instent of their literary skills to advocate sociadtice. These
occasionally set them against the political lead&frgheir respective times. Their scope went beydimel
immediate as they had a vision of a society whbee dense of equity and harmony would be the guiding
principles of human relations.

The Nigerian Situation

The nature of the Nigerian society, is best desdrilas a paradox. It adequately fits into Miltonisrgse
‘Paradise Lost'. In spite of the vast human andemialt resources, Nigeria ranks among the countifethe
world with indices of low human development. Acdagito the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) 1996 Human Development Report (HDR), Nigesaked 141 among the 174 countries asseSdas (
Guardian September 9, 1996 See al#oM. News, 1995). In other words, Nigeria was about th& p8orest
nation in global ranking in the Human Developmetdx (HDI).

Despite the vast arable land across the countopled with the skilled hands and financial resosirae
the disposal of the nation, the government hagdaih mobilizing resources to ensure food secuntyits
citizens. Consequently, as a way of cushioning dffect of food scarcity in the country, governméats
occasionally resorted to the importation of cerfaiod items which could be conveniently cultivateithin the
country. This was the context in which a U.S. Anglaa®or to Nigeria, Robin Sanders breached diplomatic
protocol in criticizing the parlous nature of theuatry’s socio-economic status pointing out thagetia ‘had
become the second largest importer of food in thedydespite her vast human and material endowsh€Tite
Nation March 5, 2009 p.15).

By 2006, the Nigerian food situation had deteriedato the extent that it was classified among
countries with ‘serious hunger index’ (Banse, :2606In terms of the quality of life, by 1995, Niiges life
expectancy at birth was estimated to be about 815&nfor the male and female respectively, the shguees
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with The Gambia which is poorly endowed in both lamnand material resources. For Ghana, the figusze w
57 and 61 for the male and female respectivelyeNégs figures contrasts with Japan (male 77, fengd) and
Israel (male 75, female 79) (The World Bank, 198Bjch countries are scantily endowed with natueaburces
but have developed their human resources to amaaipacities. By 2007, among 182 countries asse€seha
was ranked 152, while Nigeria ranked 158 (UNDP:2009
In the recent times, an acronym depicting the daple health situations in countries with the higghe
figure of preventable, yet prevailing child-killdiseases was coined by the World Health Organizafibis is
PAIN, depicting Pakistan, Afghanistan, India andy®&ia as nations where the prevalence of polio giiag
the international community serious concern. Th@aseconomic situation in Nigeria can better berepjated
if one assesses it by means of the eight Millenrndexelopment Goals (MDGS). In spite of the fact thageria
is the sixth leading exporter of crude oil, it lzagery depressing rate of poverty. 70% of its eitiz live below
poverty level (Adeniran: 2005). In the second itefithe MDGs, Universal Primary Education, thera ikigh
rate of illiteracy in the country. This is in spité the launching of the Universal Primary Educati®&JPE)
scheme in 1977 and the Universal Basic EducatioBE)Uin 1999. In the account of Action Aid (2008:50)
between 4 million and 8 million children who areween the ages of 6 and 11 are not in school bg.200
The above level of Nigeria's socio-economic depeient, has been conditioned by the nature of

political leadership. In its assessment of goodegoance, the World Bank has identified certaindasieria to
be met if a country was to qualify to be categatias well-governed. These are the protection af liberties
as well as safeguarding political stability; instibn of the rule of law; unfettered judiciary aglivas a serious
commitment towards checking corruption (Santisd)10The summation of all these principles is tyetof
governance that operates on equity and sociatgisiihe absence of social justice lies at the obdhe socio-
economic and political crises bedeviling NigerideTinkage between social justice and developmastheen
aptly captured by a former President of the WorahiBthus:

Without equity, we will not have global stabjlit

Without a better sense of social justice, otiegi

will not be safe, and our societies will not bebita

Without inclusion, too many of us will be condemned

to live separate, armed, frightened lives.

(The World Bank, 1998:9).

The Nigerian scene presents a crisis-ridden godietowing up a sense of insecurity. Political
challenges manifest in the massive rigging of @est intolerance of political opponents leading to
assassinations, arrests on trump up charges, dehiaghts and the consequent political instability the
backlash to this, leaders at the various levelgovernments have been lax, in responding to théectyes of
sectarian and ethnic motivated clashes, rising vederimes, particularly armed robbery as well &@n&pping
for ransom. The unchecked unemployment rate has aemajor source of youths restiveness. These, gmon
others, have combined leading to the continuoudirdedén the standard of living. In spite of the poty
alleviation programmes of successive governmentiseaEederal level, coupled with the UN programrhéhe
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs), poverty lewantinues to rise. Ironically, while the quality Id&é of
the average Nigerian continues to fall, the narbmsed political class continues to live in affluendhe
disparity between available resources and unatinmeaningful life for the citizens has had faadaieing
consequences for the citizens. Among other thingsas accentuated the atmosphere of insecuritychwhi
manifests in violent sectarian and ethnic clastesss the country. It has equally instigated ungdeated
human capital flight from the country. This has lthiee consequences on the image of Nigeria. Amadhgrs
the migration of unskilled hands has tended to lmwefen the host nations. This has in turn elicitedtile
perception of Nigerians, particularly in the deyrdd nations of the world. It is against this baokgd that this
paper attempts to examine the relevance of Nigesigters in English in effecting attitudinal changenong
Nigerian leaders. In the same vein, instances wdddcited as to the influence of such writers oa th
international intellectual scene, as to the natioocontributions of ideas which can promote the eaob
humanity.

Engineering a Renaissance

It is instructive to point out that turning aroutiee fortunes of a people is beyond the generakitiin
that effecting quantitative changes in the econavoyld achieve the desired objectives. In the sagir, the
primacy of political leadership in bringing abouteamingful changes in the lives of a people remains
incontestable. However, a vital element that hasraturing impact in a people’s lives, particulariythe wider
world, lies in the dissemination of ideas. Thistfiags been well established in a number of liteveayks, which

151



Research on Humanities and Social Sciences www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1719 (Paper) ISSN 2222-2863 (Online) ,l'—,i,!
Vol.3, No.9, 2013 ||S E

philosophy have had enduring effects on humanolfer the ages. Apart from the examples of worl@yiahs,
the works of Karl Marx stands out as a referendatpo
In the Nigerian setting, the application of thegkish Language has inadvertently integrated Nigeria

cultural life into the global system. Distinguishediters have in the process made their marks titratheir
works which have engaged the attention of greatkdrs and scholars. Some of these works have eglicit
reviews and comments in the wider intellectuallleir®y this means, it can be deduced that Nigemic faer
citizens cannot be perceived as mere receivergltfral values from the outside world, but integelgments in
the propagation of those values that can advaneecglise of humanity. In one of such instances,raeo
President of the United States (U.S.), Bill Clintwknowledged Ben Okri thus:

Ten years ago, a young Nigerian named Ben Okriighubdl a novel,

‘The famished Road’ that captured imaginationsoakr the world...

but the questions the novel poses speak to alt @fi @ language that is

as universal as the human spirit... Okri asks us,¢\W#mn dream a good

road and then live to travel on it?” Nigerians haveamed this road in

music and art and literature and political struggénd in your

contributions to prosperity and progress, amongittimigrants to my

country and so many others (Gana, n.d.).

From the above, it can be discerned that thisquéatr work of Ben Okri did not only draw attentitm
the then challenges of the Nigerian society, btiterapoints to the way out of the crisis of goverw® by
prescribing acceptable global practices leadindeieelopment. This literary work captured the attenof the
global intellectual community to the extent thatriOkas awarded the Booker Prize in 1991. It isrungive to
state here that men of letters have often beehervanguard of the struggles to liberate man froslawement
by his fellow man. Drawing from this tradition, eh®lar has averred that: ‘There is never a compuleterce
between letters and politics’ (Clark: 1972). Indam with this observation that eminent French soigher,
Jean Paul Satre avers that: ‘The writer... has onby subject... freedom’ (Mphahlele: 1979). Thus, whiie
man of letters might be apolitical, he cannot, lbiseaof his privileged position, alienate himselinfr the
realities of his social milieu. Consequently, iregag faith with his calling, he innately develapsolutionary
tendencies. Thus, from a worm’s eye view, one #eesvriter as a moralist, humanist, philosophesjoriary
and the veritable agent of change. We find thesistin the writings of the first African Nobel Laaate in
Literature, Wole Soyinka, wherein he criticized tHietatorial tendencies of successive post-indepeoel
Nigerian leaders. Elements of these can be foundl Dance of the Forests (1960 which was written to
celebrate Nigeria's independence aKdngi's Harvest (1965 which is a political satireln fact Soyinka
dedicated the prize to Nelson Mandela who was tiveter imprisonment by the white supremacists intlsou
Africa. In the process, he advocates democratic practices. Iisédson of Anomy(1973), Soyinka, in the
tradition of such renowned novels like Jonathanf@®nGulliver's Travels and Bunyan'$ilgrims Progress
allegorically illustrates the horror of human detation. One must also add that his acceptance lspkeng
the presentation of Nobel Prize in 1986 in Swedealtcbn the issue of political repression. Ken Safiava, in
his numerous plays, poems and pamphlets, criticthednature of governance in Nigeria that marghesli
minority elements, and the general injustice pegtetl by successive Nigerian governments. In theeseein,
Chinua Achebe is acknowledged as a foremost ligdigure whose skills are committed towards criicg the
ills of the Nigerian society. For instance, Wiathills of the Savannah (1987) is seen as ‘a novel about the
failure of contemporary African politicians and étiectuals.’ Okike which he founded in 1971 has been
described as ‘Africa’s most influential literary gazine’.

It is the same abiding philosophy of using thefplah of literature to criticize the socio-politicadalaise in the
Nigerian society that is manifested in Ben Tomobjlankariwo. In order to underscore the message of his
novel, Tomoloju adopts the metaphor, Jankariwopaulda word for cobwebs. The novel is an indictnarthe

rot in governance in Nigeria. Given the nature obpleadership, the mis-governance has tendedatb tlee
nation into a vicious circle. This starts with gkemary motive of the leaders to amass wealth atetkpense of
developmental programmes. In the process, the gityeof the people are improvised the more. These
misappropriated funds now catapult them to sudgeremce, which undeserved wealth are carelesghiayied.
The backlash of this is the undermining of governtakinstitutions whereby the elite use money ty bu
judgements. With the weakening of law enforcementesses, thuggery, armed robbery, and in recewesti
kidnapping take prominence in national life.
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Challenges and Honours

It is instructive to state that most of these wsitdo not see themselves as distinct from the geem@ember of
mankind. In fact, Donne John aptly captures thépasition in hisDevotions upon Emergent Occasionthus:
‘No man is an Island entire of it self... any man&ath diminishes me, because | am involved in mahkin
the same vein, the Egyptian writer, Naguib Mahfouhis acceptance speech for the Nobel Prize ieraitre in
1988, implored the Western nations to take a ssriterests in the welfare of developing nationysiniploring
them in the words: ‘Do not be spectators to ourengs’ South, March 1989:92). In an attempt to push further,
their advocacy writings, some of these writers haae to pay great sacrifices. For instance dufiegNigerian
civil war, Wole Soyinka was incarcerated betwee6718nd 1969, the experience which produced anofhas
works, The Man Died in 1969. In the same vein, Ken Saro Wiwa was exeton November 10, 1995 by the
Sani Abacha junta.

As advocates of social justice, these writers hélwough their works, succeeded in projecting the
image of Nigeria on the global scene. Thus, thelelrrations in leading global forums have revereet@n the
nation such that the Federal Government ensuregsttisarepresented at such occasions. In additi@tk in
Nigeria, grand receptions are arranged for thepiegis as a means of encouraging others. Apart fhathese
personalities are placed on national honours. iligguctive to add that on the account of thearéry works, a
number of them receive national honours beyondhtizees of Nigeria. One of such was Ben Okri wh2001,
was awarded OBE in Britain. In this class of wistevhose works have earned them international reraveh
national acknowledgement, is Niyi Osundare who berdhe first Anglophone poet to win Africa’'s most
prestigious book prize, the Noma Award. Beyond,theswas awarded the Commonwealth Prize for poésy.
a reflection of their international acclaim, it weeported that both Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinkee
among 100 leading public intellectuals being coebiby the prominent U.S. based jouriadreign Policy and
Britain's Prospect in 2005. According to the report, ‘Achebe is ctedias the father of modern African
literature with his novelThings Fall Apart, regarded as the classic of all time. While Sogirkkmong other
criteria, was considered as ‘the first African Nbbaureate in literature’ (Kalu, 2005: 80). In thery recent
times, the rather young creative writer, ChinamaAdichie has been featured on a number of intesnati
media programmes, particularly the Cable News NekWGNN) as one of Nigeria’s gifts to the literamprid.

Conclusion
From the foregoing, it can be observed that gamaeghance is yet to take root in Nigeria. In paiac,
abuse of human rights as well as the absence @fl $ostice have been major factors accountingtierparlous
nature of the national life. In real terms the iegts of the international community has wanedhenprospects
of the nation to play a leading role in global afa This is in spite of her natural endowmentsisTis a
manifestation of the inability of her leaders tansform her human resources to effect meaningtihdi
standards for its people. The privileged positiafisthe identified writers in no way alienated thdrom
identifying with the less-privileged members of Bteiety who are bearing the brunt of bad leadprshi
Consequently, their writings have often been cottewhito criticizing the prevailing degradation bfst
humanity. In one dimension this process is direttaards drawing the attention of the leaders a$ agethe
wider reading public to such condemnable practiEesm another dimension these writings were infatrhg
the need to awaken the consciousness of the oppressthe need to avoid being resigned to fates;Tinuwrder
to have a turn around in all aspects of Nigeriéa lit is imperative that the people and the owtsicrlid are
informed about the deplorable prevailing situati@ne can therefore aver that these writers haveheir
writings, spoken for every Nigerian. It is instrivet to draw attention to the speech delivered byeABpyinka
titled: ‘Reflections on the Wasted Generation’,tha occasion of his 80birthday celebration. He captures the
injustices inflicted on Nigerians by their lead®iith such questions as:
What were our goals at that time, those of us whtured
into that immediate, post independence era?.

How many junior Mandelas inhabit our prison waltghis
moment?

What of the thousands who were killed, detaineduted
in police cells?.
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In proffering a way forward, Soyinka in the speeatitnonished in the following words: ‘In the intdres
of national survival we must discourage the wilatmnesia’. This attitude he reasoned, ‘Is far nuwhkilitating
than the sickle-cell in the blood-stream of ouliara! body’ (The PunchJuly 23, 1984:8 & 9).

From all these, it can be argued thatwhiers, applying the medium of an internatioreiduage, have
drawn attention to the challenges standing in thg of the development of the nation. Solutions hegreally
been identified. Through their creative works, theywe succeeded in pointing the road towards esiagcthe
mental faculty in the right direction, rather thibaeing a people to be teleguided. However, theiogaition,
acknowledgement and celebration by the internationellectual community, have been immensely inable
in projecting the worth of the nation, than thelimils of dollars and pounds sterling spent on lobbgsultants
to launder the image of Nigeria in the developetibna of the world. So also can it be argued thatitmpact of
resources spent in the rebranding project in retiets, pale into significance when compared with goodwill
garnered for the nation by the writers whose wdrkge been appreciated in the developed natiortseofvorld
through the translation of such works into a numtfeEuropean languages; appointment as chairsnumnaber
of endowed professorial seats; as well as invitatias guest lecturers at prominent intellectuallesrin the
Western countries.
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