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Abstract
The study was conducted in the Ayawaso East SulpeMat Accra, Ghana. It assessed the effectivenéss o
DOVVSU in the promotion and protection of the riglttf children. This purely descriptive study adaptee
quantitative and qualitative paradigms using theeaiimethods sequential explanatory design. Two tachdnd
twenty (220) respondents comprising 121 JHS pupltsteachers, 55 parents and 22 DOVVSU officialsewe
sampled through simple random, proportionate quartd, purposive sampling techniques for the studitaD
were gathered using a structured questionnairenffzich’s alpha = 0.75), and a semi-structured irgarguide.
The quantitative data were analysed descriptivaly presented in tables as well as figures as frezige and
percentages. The qualitative data were transcribet presented in themes as narratives, verbatintirect
quotations. The study revealed the most prevatemd of child rights abuses in the area to inclpligsical and
sexual abuse, child labour, child abandonment,child non-maintenance. The DOVVSU rarely organizhkiid
rights promotion activities in the area, and veitilel was accomplished through advocacy, and educat
programmes. DOVVSU was less effective, and covergieir programmes was relatively low. Inadequate
funds and logistics hindered the effective orgatoraof child rights promotion and protection adias by the
DOVVSU. It was recommended that the DOVVSU shouédviell resourced with funds and logistics. The
DOVVSU in partnership with the sub-metropolitaneaably, Commission on Human Rights and Administeativ
Justice, Department of Social Welfare, the Fedmmatf Women Lawyers, faith-based organisations,-non
governmental organizations, civil society organdsa, as well as media institutions should carry foequent
advocacy and education programmes to prevent afglats violations. They should arrest and prosecute
perpetrators of child rights violations.
Keywords: Child rights, Maltreatment, Victims, Violence, Destic, Promotion, Support

1. Introduction and Background

The desire of many children in the world today dsgrow up and become healthy adults. However, ithis
impeded by maltreatment. Child maltreatment or aligsa social problem, which cuts across everyespén
the world, in both developed and developing coestriAccording to [13], patriarchal societies hiwtalty
perpetuated a power imbalance and have systenmatEgbported children’s rights abuse. [13] cited[1j
observed that the psycho historical study of clutsth and society has shown that the history of hityas
founded upon the abuse of children, as most héstbfamilies once practiced infanticide, erotic tireg and
incest and most states sacrificed and mutilateit tiéldren to relieve the guilt of adults. Accondi to [18],
human rights were until recently seen as relevay t the adult world, and whenever referenceshid-
parents relation is made, they are made in termsgpfect for parents and/or guardian, rather thaelation to
parental obligation towards the child. This shotat tthe problem of child abuse/maltreatment has lvgh
society for a long time, but it is not until recéimes that it has been considered seriously. gpshin the view
that child abuse is not a new social phenomenohast occurred throughout human history but it hasnb
recognized as a problem in recent years. Accorttirjig7] sexual abuse, which is defined as sexuplogtation
of children by adults' acts ranging from inapprafeifondling to rape, has been with us for censufi7] found
that sexual abuse, for example, has featured itudes through incest, child prostitution, and @tent time
rape. Physical abuse usually includes scaldingtinggsawith an object, severe physical punishmeapEng,
punching, obligations such as failure to meet tthacational, supervisory, shelter and safety, médateysical,
emotional needs of the child, as well as physit@ndonment [38]. Children are the most valuablastiees
who deserve protection from all. Yet, childrentghtito protection is often not upheld.

Even though child maltreatment has been with ugdaturies, it is only in recent times that mudertion
has been paid to it. A host of international insteuts, conventions, treaties and protocols haesetbre, been
and are still being adopted in a bid to protectrthbts of children. Chief among these internatlanatruments
is the United Nations Convention on the Rightshef €hild (UNCRC) which was adopted in 1989 andieati
by all members of the United Nations with the eximpof Somalia and the United States of AmerichisT
notwithstanding, [28] observed that there are weritimitations to the enjoyment of children’s righih many
societies, with the situations of many childremigegritical in some countries and likely to worserthe coming
decades if proper measures are not taken.

Violation of the rights of children is evident arhs reached an alarming rate. The United Nations
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Children’s Fund [35] observes that violence agaimstnen and children continues to be a global epice¢hat
kills, tortures physically, psychologically, sexiyahnd economically. The United Nations Secretagn&al’'s
Report on Violence against Children in the year@@0nservatively estimates that 133- 275 milliofldrkn
worldwide are exposed to violence in the home wegtimated number of 34.9-38.2 million in Sub-Sahara
Africa. According to the [37], as many as 40 miflichildren under 15 years old experience some fofm
violence each year; more than 90% of girls expeBesome form of sexual abuse, and many of thekselig in
Africa. Girls throughout Africa experience physicpbychological and sexual violence in many formd a
various settings: in conflict and crisis situatiavisere they work or are trafficked to work; and ewe the very
places where they should feel safest — at schodhdir homes and communities (African Child Poligyrum
Report, 2006). A research conducted in Zimbabweécaidd that 47% of girls reported violence agagids
(sexual intimidation and physical assault by oloeys [35].

Violence that takes place in the family could béhia form of domestic violence or several mutilati@nd
that of the society could be rape, attacks or sgugrassments. According to [11], children experéevery
high levels of physical abuse in the parenting mahthem receive. Most of these children are demiethal
education and even the right to function as inddpenhentities [25]. The United States Departmentieélth
and Human Services (USDHHS) reported that occue=mé children’s rights abuses have reached ep@emi
proportion with parents being the primary abusefith nine out of ten abusers being the childrentidgical
parents [36] cited in [1]). Although physical inigg may or may not be immediately visible, abuse reglect
can have consequences for children, families aoiggyothat last a lifetime, if not generations [36]

Ghana was the first country to ratify the Unitedibias Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRI)
February 1990. It has also ratified the African @dmaon the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRW&S)well
as other international and regional conventionsgotbcol meant to promote the rights and welfdréne child.

As part of its commitment, the State has accorginqult in place various institutions including the@rbDestic
Violence and Victims’ Support Unit (DOVVSU) of ti@hana Police Service, the Department of Social &velf
(DSW), the Commission on Human Rights and Admiatste Justice (CHRAJ) among others charged with the
responsibilities to promote and protect the rigbfsthe citizenry, including children through edtuoat
sensitization, and awareness creation. Despitextstence of these human rights institutions caiplgh their
well-tailored programs, there are still increasmegorts of child rights violations in Ghana. Accioigl to [39]
these institutions have not been effective in ddimgr work, hence the increase in the incidencehdfl rights
violations in Ghana.

There has been some research on service usereppierc of DOVVSU [30] as well as general operations
of DOVVSU [2]. However, there seem to be no stumpssess the effectiveness DOVVSU in the promatiah
protection of children’s rights. This is the gasthtudy intended to fill by looking at the chiligiints promotion
programmes of DOVVSU, how these programmes ardechout and the challenges faced by DOVVSU in
carrying out these child rights promotion prograrame

The problem that necessitated this study was ittadiegh the Domestic Violence and Victim SupporitUn
(DOVVSU) of the Ghana Police Service has been istemce since 1998 to promote and protect thegightl
welfare of children and women, available statissicew that many children continue to have theintsgriolated
with majority of them not even aware of these wiolas, and children in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metm reo
exception.

For instance, a study of the 2009 - 2012 AnnualdRepof DOVVSU reveals consistent increase in child
victim offences, as child non-maintenance incredsaoh 443 in 2010 to 3,165 in 2011 with defilemeising
from 109 in 2010 to 671 in 2011. Perhaps most thatg aspect of the whole phenomenon is that sdntigese
children have taken these abuses as normal, diegedb not have any idea about their rights. Astoyl [34]
reveals that children perceive beatings as a téjfleof their parents’ love for them, which in tugive them the
authority to punish their younger siblings. As aule many children ignorantly continue to suffegtect, denial
of means of survival, forced to work under hazasdawnditions, not to talk about the physical and
psychological abuses.

This brings to the fore the question of awarendshechildren’s rights and how they expect DOVV&U
promote and protect those rights. It is based mnthiat the study was carried out to ascertaireffextiveness of
the DOVVSU in carrying out its mandates to promae protect the rights and welfare of children ima@Ga as
a whole and the Ayawaso East Sub-Metropolis iniqaér.

The purpose of this study was to assess the effeetss of DOVVSU in the promotion and protection of
the rights of children in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metkccra. Specifically, the objectives of the stuslgre to:

1). determine the prevalence of child rights violas in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra. 2keasin
how DOVVSU carries out its child rights promotiondaprotection programmes, 3). examine the challenge
facing DOVVSU in promoting and protecting childhig in the Sub-Metropolis.
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2. Literature and Theoretical Perspective of the S$tdy
The theoretical framework upon which this studwiehored is the Basic Logic Model as propoundedhiy
W.K Kellogg Foundation in 2001. It is shown diagraatically below:

) ACTIVITIES lh‘

\ 1y OUTPUTS _.‘“ INTENDED OUTCOME I

Figure 1. Basic logic model to determine the effectivenessadhtervention.

The [26] described the logic model as a systenaatitvisual way to present and share understanditiggo
relationship among the resources which are neexlegdrate planned programme or activities, anéXpected
changes or results hoped to be achieved. The mas&t lngic model is a picture of how a programmiegkeved
would work. It uses words and/or pictures to désethe sequence of activities thought to bring abbange.

It is assumed that the effectiveness of every wetgion denotes its impact, the extent to which its
objectives are achieved and the level to whicltaitgeted problems are solved. According to [18gaiveness
is the extent to which objectives are met, thatisng the right things. In social research, effextess refers to
the extent to which an activity fulfills its inteaed purpose or function [19]. [19] further sees effeness as “a
measure of the match between stated goals and dbkievement” [19:104]. In struggling to ascertéie
effectiveness of an intervention, there are pentirend precise questions that need to be answ@iezke
questions include whether the programme or intdiwerbeing implemented is in line with the way iasv
anticipated? To what extent are the people (beaeifis) satisfied with the delivery of the programmr the
intervention service? Is the programme or intereengetting to the people it is intended to assish certain
way? What factors hamper the advancement of therviemtion and how would they be addressed? The
implication of the logic model, therefore, is toopide a framework for assessing inputs, activitegputs and
outcomes of the child rights promotion activities, social intervention, by the DOVVSU of the Gh&adice
Service.

Undoubtedly, for every intervention to functionegffively, it must have objectives. The objectivesuld
determine the kind of inputs needed for the intetiee, and when the needed inputs are availabtgeprdaily
activities could then be performed. This would ini@bly produce the expected outputs which would leathe
attainment of the intended outcome. Evaluationsseasment of this social intervention would, treneflay
bare whether it is on course and has resulteckiintiprovement of the situation upon which it wasielished to
address or otherwise.

DOVVSU is a unit established within the Ghana Rolervice to among other things handle cases
involving child abuse. Among the objectives of DOSW are to educate children, women and other vubhera
persons through sensitization and outreach progesron their rights in order to reduce the feareplrting
cases of abuse, and to enable children be hearssoes concerning their welfare [21]; educate thilip in
general about the fact that all acts of violenee@imes and to bring perpetrators of these critmd®ok. One
of the major functions of DOVVSU is to promote apibtect the rights of children through sensitizatiaf
children and other vulnerable persons on their humght, and also enable children to be heard sneis
concerning their welfare [21].In order to carry this function effectively and in conformity withe aspirations
and standards as set out in some human rightsimstits including the Universal Declaration of Hunfights
(UDHR), the United Nations Convention on the Rigbitshe Child (UNCRC), the African Charter on thigiRts
and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC), it is incumbeatfashion out the necessary objectives which viiéat the
inputs within the unit. The inputs required, in tt@se of DOVVSU will include but not limited to neai@l,
financial (money) and human resources (men/laboting availability of these resources coupled withirt
effective and efficient use will invariably improtiee activities of the unit. If activities suchthg apprehension
and prosecution of offenders of child rights abussnsitization and awareness creation programmegihsis
the monitoring of the condition and situation ofiaed children are effectively carried out, the @p#ted and
planned outcome which in this case is the promatiosh the protection of the rights of the child vaid realized.
Certainly, setting the right objectives and prongithe needed inputs are the pre-requisite forstiezessful
realization of the intended outcome of any givernivention or programme.

b i
-

OBJECTIVES

2.1. Trend of Child Rights Abuse Cases Reported ©0oOVVSU

Out of the 2578 cases that were received in yed0,20687 male suspects and 137 female suspects were
arrested. Two hundred and seventy-eight (278) casge sent to court out of which 27 convictions ever
obtained. Three (3) cases were acquitted and dipettaand 236 cases are awaiting trial. Six huncued
fourteen (614) cases were closed. Six hundred #tydtvio (652) cases are still under investigatiofihie
volume of cases in terms of regional distributisrconsistent with the rural-urban migration phenoomeand

the attendant vices such as the creation of thenuploor. As a result, Greater Accra Region recotdedighest
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cases followed by Ashanti Region, Central Regioth Bema with Upper West Region recording the le2&}. [

In 2011, DOVVSU recorded a 17.90% percentage deered domestic violence cases within the third
quarter of the year. Out of the 10,099 cases tlak weceived, five thousand, three hundred ang-sixé
(5,361) male suspects and six hundred and tweli/2) (male suspects were arrested as at the thadey of
the year 2011. Seven hundred and sixty (760) cases sent to court out of which (94) convictionsreve
obtained. Twenty-eight (28) cases were acquittetldischarged, while six hundred and thirty-eigl8§bcases
are awaiting trial. One thousand, five hundred aimetty-three (593) cases were closed for want o$gxution.

It is pertinent to note that as much as six thodsaeven hundred and forty-six (6,746) cases dfeustler
investigations due to inadequate investigatordimimability to afford medical bills, etc. GreatAccra Region
recorded the highest number of cases followed HyaAg8 Region, Central Region and Tema with UppestWWe
Region recording the least cases.

People normally do not report some of these in@denThe data revealed that child abandonmend chil
abuse, child labour, child trafficking and chiletaling were the most under reported cases of aliicse. The
under reporting of the cases is probably due toillingness of victims and their families to repsrch cases.
According to [4], Sexual Violence Against ChildréBVAC) remains under reported due to perceivedrsig
shame and secrecy associated to it as well asdieeiped negative repercussions it has on the yaant
individual. Also, victims of child trafficking antheir families often believe they are economicdétter off in
the crime situation than the circumstance underckviiney were at home. According to [29], child abasnd
child neglect in Ghana are due to multiplicity a€fors.

2.2. The Domestic Violence and Victim Support Uniand Child Rights Promotion

The Domestic Violence and Victims Support Unit (D@&U) formerly known as the Women and Juvenile Unit
(WAJU) was established as a special Unit underGhana Police Service in October 1998 in response to
increasing domestic violence and abuse against wand children. Its creation was part of the gowernt's
fulfillment of international obligations, with thpolice administration also realizing the need fapacialized
unit to handle cases of abuse against women aidtehj following the improper handling of such casé the
“Traditional Police” station. The unit was renani@dmestic Violence and Victim Support Unit (DOVVSW)
2005 with the ultimate aim of making it open andessible to all victims of domestic violence irrestive of
sex or gender. The establishment of the unit wakdzhby a host of international and local legahfeavorks
and policies geared towards creating an environtientprovides judicious and equitable responsacdiims of
abuse (DOVVSU Report, 2011). Some of these intemak framework and policies include the Convention
the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (BEW), Convention on The Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
The Beijing platform of action, and the Millenniubevelopment Goals among others.

The mandate of DOVVSU is to protect the rights amdmote the welfare of children and women by
preventing and prosecuting crimes committed agdiresn in both the domestic and community settifithis
function is carried out through sensitization” [289]. DOVVSU has a mandate to organize outreach and
awareness programmes to educate the general pabfpecially children, women and the vulnerableha t
communities on their rights, and how to preventhsedmes against women and children through public
seminars [20]. This approach is proactive and fatider the Preventive Model of Community Polici@g][

The functions of DOVVSU include among other thirigsestigating all offences related to vulnerable
groups; handling cases involving gender-based n@@léncluding Domestic Violence and child abusejdtiag
Juvenile offences and child delinquency; and pratseg all offences related to the above where resngq15].
DOVVSU also provides to the public support servicetuding free service to members of the publiviee on
crime and its prevention in schools, churches, etarkand referring victims for medical services and/
counseling and other support services in the conityjds].

It has among its objectives to educate the gemdalic about the fact that all acts of violence ariee,
irrespective of the victim(s) involved; educatingmen, children and other vulnerable persons of tiigits in
order to reduce the fear in reporting cases of gibesabling children to be heard on issues comegrtiieir
welfare; and partnering with other agencies to ntleetheeds of survivors of abuse through buildih§upport
Networks for effective protection systems [15].

The unit works in close collaboration with othestitutions that share in its goals. According te fh5],
the unit collaborates with organizations such asltiternational Federation of International Womeawlers
(FIDA)-Ghana, Legal Aid Board, Civil Society Orgaations, NGO’s such as the Ark Foundation, Women
Initiative for Self-Empowerment (WISE), Plan Ghaaa well as Governmental Agencies like Ministry of
Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP)pddenent of Women (DOW), Department of Children
(DOC), Domestic Violence Secretariat, the Commisday Human Rights and Administrative Justice (CHIRA
Department of Social Welfare (DSW). It also colledtes with United Nations agencies like the Uni¥dions
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Popigla Fund (UNFPA) under the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nategelopment Assistance Programme (UNDAF).
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2.3. The Effectiveness of DOVVSU in the Promotionf&hild Rights

The Police Service as a whole and DOVVSU in paldichas been working hard to reduce the trendiminal
cases. In the year 2010, DOVVSU's effort of proazipolicing yielded positive result as there watkearease in
the number of crimes reported to the unit. DOVV®darded 33.64% percentage decrease of the totdberum
of cases recorded within the third quarters ofytbars, 2009 and 2010 (3885- 2578) [15]. The Ursigged the
percentage decrease to awareness creation whianlhglstened the public to refrain from acts or ssions that
constituted domestic violence.

DOVVSU has become one of the most dependable dataeson gender, domestic violence and children’s
rights (Police Annual Report, 2009). Its resourceseb has increased steadily since inception. Pigsent
DOVVSU has its offices span all over the countripeTunit as at December, 2013 has one hundred aed se
(107) offices and desks nationwide with staff sgtbnof six hundred and seven (607), an indicatiébn o
significant increase of 6.7% over the2012 staférggth of 569 (DOVVSU [15]. In 2013 DOVVSU recruited
internally fifty eight (58) persons with psychologgd social work background to augment its staéfrejth.

In terms of human resource development, personheheo Unitparticipatedin about ninety three (93)
workshops and seminars on issues pertaining tcsiigations, child protection, human trafficking esly of
children, child labour and Domestic Violence orgawi by the Police Adminstration, Government Ageg)cie
NGOs and Civil Society Organisations in the yeat@{R1]. Sixty (60) Personnel of the unit nationaidere
given 3-day detective training by the the Policarastration in the same yearwhile a 3-day capamityancing
training workshop was organized for 40 newly pospeatsonnel drawn nationwide with sponsorship from
UNFPA.

With regards to infrastructural and material reseudevelopment, Maa Sherawali,an Indian Ladies
Charitable Organisation in 2010put up a four offisem modern officeedificefor Nungua DOVVSU. ThéslIto
the upgrading of the Nungua DOVVSU from desk taceff and now headed by Senior Police Officer. Ai€ri
Response Centre (CRC) projectinitiated in the 8410 has been completed and commissioned.

As part of its advocay strategy, the DOVVSU produthirty (30) megaphones for its regional and
divisional offices. This is to enhance outreachsgesation programmes. The unit has under takerersgv
nationwide outreach sensitisation programmes vgtinsorship from the Police adminstration and depmakent
partners especially, Action Aid, UNFPA and UNICEFhe unit received two thousand (2000) copies of
Domestic Violence Act and Children’s Act from UNIEEs well as one thousand (1000) copies of podket s
and abridged version of Domestic Violence Act 002(Act 732) from WILDAF for distribution to varigu
offices and desks nationwide. These were succégslistributed to the populace.

In 2011, DOVVSU organised a series of advocacy raognes [22]. The DOVVSU national secretariat in
collaboration with UNFPA organized outreach progsaon Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) aethr
refugee camps in the Central, Western and BrondeARagions. In the same year, the DOVVSU national
secretariat with sponsorship from the Police adshiation undertook nationwide outreach sensitigatio
programmes at six (6) market places, five (5) sthaod, six (6) churches. DOVVSU in 2012 embarked o
several outreach programmes in Schools, ChurchdsMarket places on gender-based violence, domestic
violence and child abuse [23]. In all, over 200 @zhcy programmes were organized nationwide asnaecri
prevention measure towards aproactive policing owthin 2013, the unit continued with its outreach
programmes on gender-based violence, domesticngeland child abuse in schools, churches, and marke
places. As a result, betweef! Banuary and 1LMarch, 2013, the DOVVSU national secretariat orsgah
outreach programmes in six (6) basic schools onrdlee of DOVVSU in child protection and two market
sensitization in Nima and Mamobi in Accra. In auf hundred (400) advocacy programmes were orgainzed
schools, market places, community and churche®i82s a crime prevention measure towards a pveacti
policing method. As part of the proactive policimgthod, the unit has adopted a vibrant strateggdotating
the public on child abuse. In this regard, theaasiregional offices make use of the local FM stetiand this
helped in the dissemination of the contents of@benestic Violence Act, 2007 and other related latvstudy
by [30] on service user’s perception of DOVVSU doded that DOVVSU provides a significant entry gdor
women and children to access the justice system.

DOVVSU has every cause to tout itself with thesehimements. However, comparatively, this
achievements are infinitesimal vis-a-vis the gehexpectations. Being in existence for more thae and half
decade, it is the expectation of citizens, esplgatalildren that DOVVSU would be at the forefromtasmpioning
the course of child rights promotion which has ellidhem for centuries. As is the case now, it isa@ls that
the fight against child rights abuse is a jourrtegt thas not ended yet, a lot needs to be done ByM3U to
ensure the sanctity of children’s rights.

2.4. Challenges Affecting Activities of DOVVSU inhe Promotion of Children’s Right

The Ghana Police Service like many other publititutions is bedeviled with constraints which inaajiate the
performance of its duties in relation to crime dét and prevention. Police presence ought toelidrf every

58



Research on Humanities and Social Sciences www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-5766 (Paper) ISSN 2225-0484 (Online) “—.i.l
Vol. 7, No. 14, 2017 ||$ E

corner of the country because more presence gidliee deters criminals from operating. There &rdfore the
need to identify the challenges facing the policesiation to crime prevention and detection [12].

The daunting challenges facing the Ghana policeceand by extension DOVVSU, impact negatively on
the smooth implementation of the Unit's mandatechhinclude the promotion and protection of childsen
rights. This section looked at availability of resces (human, financial and material), accesgbidind
affordability of the Unit’s services.

2.5. Availability of Resources for DOVVSU

Insufficient funding from the central governmentaihgh the police administration is a major problem
confronting the police service and by extension DX3W. In spite of the Unit's arduous task, it hascsi its
establishment been relying gravely on donors angarate bodies for funding to carry out its progna@s
including education on child rights promotion andtpction [22].This unhealthy and unfortunate ditm
thwarts the efforts of the Unit. The funds providedmonthly subvention to take care of personneélautreach
programmes nationwide for the general public ad a®laccountable impress for the regional coordisato
facilitate the day-to-day running of the regionfloes and to take care of medical bills, clothiagd baby food
and pampers of highly traumatised but financialstrédssed victims of domestic violence is inadeg(i&5].

Another problem contributing negatively to the penfiance of the Unit is the calibre and adequachef
staff. Not only does the unit lack qualified andmgmetent personnel but also its staff strength gdiyers
inadequate [15]. According to the same report, sbraaches are manned by an average of 3 persoratehd
of an ideal average of 6 personnel. The poor cmmditof service, not different from those that pentd in the
civil service prevent the unit from attracting cagtgnt personnel and professionals such as clipgyaihologist.
This has resulted in the fact that for the pasts/é@e unit could boast of only two clinical psytdwists.

The material resources the Unit lacks include degHite accommodation, furniture, computers anénse
of transport to embark on outreach and educatigalgramme [22]. Not only does lack of office
accommodation hamper the expansion of DOVVSU dificethe regions, but personnel of the unit arevdex
in one office, leaving no room for the social wankd counseling personnel attached to the unit nalleanon-
maintenance cases and counseling session [15], alslo of state owned temporary shelter to houseisurs
that have been retrieved from scenes or situatibesime hampers the unit’s determination to ren@ivactive
especially in handling cases such as child traffigk commercial sexual exploitation of children agiild
marriage. With respect to other logistics, avagatgcords indicate that only twelve (12) servicealdhicles are
available for use by the over 107 branches of thie &ven with this, four of the vehicles are a¢ thational
secretariat [15].

2.6. Accessibility and Affordability of DOVVSU’s Adtivities

Budgetary constraint has been identified as a n@joblem confronting DOVVSU. As a result the urdisinot
been able to open offices in all the police disdtidhe [22] acknowledged that opening more offislsease
the tension on the main branches or offices ar@edse the burden on clients in terms of traveltiogf. Further
to this, the unit is not equipped with transpodilfies to enable personnel extend their campaigfivities to
hard-to-reach areas.

3. Methodology

This study is descriptive in nature. It employe@ thixed-methods approach with a sequential expayat
design. Mixed methods research approach is defisegh approach in which the inquirer or researcbiects
and analyses data, integrates the findings, andvsdiaferences using both qualitative and quantiati
approaches and methods in a single study or a gmogif study [9].The sequential explanatory design i
characterized by the collection and analysis ofntjtative data followed by the collection and arsidyof
qualitative data. In this design, a researchet ficdlects and analyses the quantitative (numeditp. The
rationale for this approach is that the quantimtdata and their subsequent analysis provided aragen
understanding of the research problem. The quaktadata and their analysis refined and explairtembd
statistical results by exploring participants’ vieim more depth [10].

Its advantages include straightforwardness and rypities for the exploration of the quantitativesults in
more detail. This design can be especially useh#munexpected results arise from a quantitativdysf31].
The limitations of this design are lengthy time dedsibility of resources to collect and analys¢éhkigpes of
data. It is not easy to implement.

The target population for the study is about 2,2@de up of Junior High School pupils from schools
within the Ayawaso East Sub metro, which benefifietin DOVVSU'’s child rights promotion and protectio
programmes, parents/guardians of these schoolrehijldeachers in the schools where DOVVSU carrigdte
child rights promotion and protection programmes &0OVVSU officials who took part in the child right
promotion and protection programmes in the vargai®ols. The accessible population was, howevedema
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of 481 Junior High School pupils, 451 parents,&hers and 30 DOVVSU officials all totaling 992.

The sample size for the study is 220 represent¥g tf the target population. According to [17],canple
is a portion or subset of a larger group calledoputation. For this study, the simple random sangpli
technique, purposive sampling technique and th@gtmnal (proportionate) quota sampling techniguere
used. Three junior high schools were randomly seteérom the seven junior high schools which betesfi
from DOVVSU's child rights promotion and protectignogrammes in the Ayawaso East Sub Metro between
the years 2012-2014. The three schools includedi&&states Cluster of School, Nima Cluster of Skshand
St. Kizito Roman Catholic Junior High.

A simple random sampling technique was used to Ead®l JHS pupils representing 55% of the sample
size, 55 parents representing 25% of the sampk @il 22 teachers representing 10% of the sampde si
Twenty two (22) DOVVSU officials were however pugieely sampled as study participants for the staialy
this also represented 10% of the sample size. Simmhdom sampling is a sampling technique where all
elements in a research population have an equakehaf being selected. In other words, each merimbére
population has a known and equal probability ofusion in the sample [6]. It is regarded as thaldechnique
for selecting a representative sample and limisitfiluence of the researcher in ways that couiebituce bias
[14]. Purposive sampling on the other hand is weleein one selects respondents with a specific parjposind
[32], and in this case, the purpose was to findhmyt DOVVSU carried out the various child rightopotion
and protection programmes. The proportional (prioate) quota sampling technique was further used
select study participants from each accessiblepgbytgender.

Two instruments were used for data collection. €hesre structured questionnaire, and semi-strutture
interview guide. In addition, a collection of wett materials was considered, that is, documengaigw. These
documents were sourced from the DOVVSU office dralihternet. Some other documents that were refevan
sources of information included but not limitedth® United Nations Convention on the Rights of @feld
(UNCRC), the Annual Reports of the Ghana Policevier the Children’'s Act and periodic reports of
DOVVSU on child’s rights situation in the countrjhis was done to ensure triangulation of data tedlas
noted by [33] and cross-checking data from multgderces to search for regularities in the resedath [5].
Triangulation was used&Employing two or more methods help researchersffeeithe limitations associated
with one method [10]; [33] and to determine theuracy of information gathered [7].

In order to ensure the validity and reliability the research instrument, the instruments were degitp
reflect on the research questions. The items wiese diven to the supervisor to read through. Agafre
instruments were shown to colleague DOVVSU pershramal lecturers who are experts in the areas ofamu
rights and social sciences. The supervisor aneéxperts made very useful suggestions to ensure ¢hatent
and face validity. Construct validity was ensureg dritically developing it within established thetical
framework.

Further, the instrument was pilot-tested on th@eJHS students, 3 JHS teachers, 3 parents, 3 DQVVS
officials and 3 members of the community who did farm part of the actual sample for the study.the
following week, the test-retest technique was usedetermine the reliability of the instrument. Téeme 12
people were asked to answer the same questiondwbhesults were subjected to Cronbach’s Alpheipdity
analysis using Statistical Product and Service 8ol (SPSS) version 20.0. A reliability coefficief} of 0.75
was obtained which indicated that the instrumerd mediable for use in the actual study.

In the questionnaire data analysis, responses matlee respondents to each set of items were sorted
The quantitative data were analysed descriptivedyngi frequency counts and percentages. The qunaditat
(interview) data were analyzed through thematiclymimm Specifically, the identifiable themes thaherged
from the interview responses were classified um@eh research question. The preparation of theviate data
for presentation began with the organization aaddcription of the audio tape recordings. This dase by
playing and listening to each recorded tape of eatdrviewee repeatedly and carefully writing thémthe
words of each of the interviewees. The major thearad analysis of the contents were summarized.mgai
direct quotations were used to support or clahiy qualitative data when necessary. Alpha-numeriles were
assigned to the interview transcripts so as tdbate statements to the students, teachers, paagwtsthe
DOVVSU personnel. The interview transcripts for hedent participants were assigned codes PSTPI-R2;1-

2 for teacher participant; PPT 1-2 for parent pgént; and PDO 1-2 for DOVVSU personnel participdrhe
interpretation of the qualitative data made it luesto make appropriate inferences.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1. The Prevalence of Child Rights Abuses or Vidi®ns in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metro
To a large extent, violation of the right of chitdthe Ayawaso East Sub-Metro is wide spread invaso East
Sub-Metro as some very poor families have diffiguit providing the basic needs of their childrerd ahus
leave them to fend for themselves. Participant PR&d this to say about the situation:

[...] look at the number of children in our streeteanare found selling different wares in traffic tesd of
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being in the classrooms. Look at the risks assediatith selling in the traffic. It is very sad apdthetic.
Hmmm! To say that children in the community are esqx to risk is an understatement. They have &gtual
suffered from these exposures. A few weeks agdeaKey” seller abandoned her child and was seklieg
“kenkey”. This child, who was about 3 years oldJked away from the woman to the main road. Thedchihs
nearly walked over by a moving truck. It is verythmtic to say the least. In fact, my brother, savhé¢he
children over here are not catered for at all kyrtharents.

Kaa's report was confirmed by PDO 1 who complaittet children in the community were not safe and
secured as their exposure to danger and harm leasdnethe increase in recent years. According tprhest of
them (children) were exposed to harm as some paidtnot even care to know the whereabouts of thei
children. She pointed out some parents always shéek responsibilities and leave the care of tiekitdren to
housemaids and caregivers or leave them to th#irda they attend to their business.

Exploring whether respondents perceive or think thast children in the community are well-catered f
and protected by their parents during the survertyfeight (40%) pupils, 3 (14%) teachers, 29 (53%)ents,
and 12 (55%) DOVVSU personnel answered in therafftive. However, 33 (27%) pupils, 19 (86%) teachers
15 (27%) parents and 9 (41%) DOVVSU personnel aretvimn the negative by indicating no. Further tatt40
(33%) pupils, 11 (20%) parents and 1 (5%) DOVVSlbspeanel were uncertain (see table 1).

Table 1.Perception that children are well-catered and pobésl by their parents, teachers and community

members.
Response Pupils Teachers Parent DOVVSU Personnel
Freq. % Freq % Freq % Freq. %
Yes 48 40 3 14 29 53 12 55
No 33 27 19 86 15 27 9 41
| don’t know 40 33 0 0 11 20 1 5
Total 121 100 22 100 55 100 22 100

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

4.2. Child Security in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metro

In responding to the interview question as whettfgldren safe, secured and protected from violatiand
abuses in the community were ambivalent, someetttiid respondents were of the view that they vgereafe,
secured and protected by my parents and teacheiesw Aof them, on the other hand, reported that thedty
insecure and unprotected in school due to the kpdriences they had with their teachers. A larggoritg of

them, however, explained during the interview thatause their teachers were mindful of the fact tifway

(teachers) owe it a duty to protect them, theycttess) always ensured that seniors did not abu=ma.tin

similar vein, the children also felt that their @ats ensured that their rights were not violatethencommunity.
The following is a remark by participant PSTI hlways report to my mother or teacher any threaattempt of
violence on my rights and since they know how thés#s of abuses will affect me they are alwaysethe

protect me.

In response to whether respondents perceived ehilty be well-secured and safe in the hands of thei
parents, teachers and community members in thetigoeaire, 57 (41%) pupils, 3 (14%) teachers, 2B%p
parents and 10 (45%) DOVVSU personnel opined thdtien are well-secured and safe in the handfeaif t
parents, teachers and community members.

Table 2.Perception that children are well-secured and safthe hands of their parents, teachers and comtyuni

members.
Response Pupils Teachers Parent DOVVSU Personnel
Freq. % Freq % Freq % Freq. %
Yes 57 41 3 14 28 51 10 45
No 39 32 19 86 10 18 11 50
| don't know 25 21 0 0 17 31 1 5
Total 121 100 22 100 55 100 22 100

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

Nevertheless, 39 (32%) pupils, 19 (86%) teachdds(1B%) parents and 11 (50%) DOVVSU personnel
held opposing views. Twenty-five (21%) pupils, 131%) parents and 1 (5%) DOVVSU personnel were
doubtful.

As to whether children in Ayawaso East Sub-Metm r&ally exposed to abuses by their parents, temache
and community members, the majority of the puls ¢r 50%), 20 (91%) teachers, 30 (55%) parentsi@nd
(82%) DOVVSU personnel perceived that childrenhe tommunity are exposed to abuses by their parents
teachers and community members. Conversely, 21 Y179pils, 5 (9%) parents, and 4 (18%) DOVVSU
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personnel held divergent opinions. Thirty-nine (328apils, 2 (9%) teachers, and 20 (36%) parentgéted
that they did not know.
Table 3.Perception that children in the community are exgab® abuses by their parents, teachers and
community members.

Response Pupils Teachers Parent DOVVSU Personnel
Freq. % Freq % Freq % Freq. %

Yes 61 50 20 91 30 55 18 82

No 21 17 0 0 5 9 4 18

| don’t know 39 32 2 9 20 36 0 0

Total 121 100 22 100 55 100 22 100

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

There was a mixed reaction and opinions on whethéddren in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra
were predisposed to violations or abuses. Moshefrespondents (pupils - 50%; parents — 55%; DOVVSU
personnel — 82%; and teachers — 91%) perceivediiidten in the community were exposed to abugethbir
parents, teachers and community members. Notwittistg, 41% of pupils,51% of parents and 45% of the
DOVVSU personnel held the view that children ardlasecured and safe in the hands of their paréesshers
and community members. Also, 40% of the pupils, 5¥%he parents and 55% of the teachers admittet th
children in the community were well-catered for grdtected by their parents, teachers, and othmnumity
members at home, school or in the community. Eigitypercent (86%) of the teachers held divergésws to
these claims. The types of child rights abusesrapee experienced by respondents are indicatédlte 4.
Table 4. Types of child rights abuses experienced or wigrksy respondents (n = 220).

Form of violence/abuse Pupils Teachers Parents DOVVSU Personnel  Yes
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No (Mean %)
Sexual violence/abuse 85(70) 36(30) 20(91) 2(9) 40(73) 15(27) 18(82) 4(18) 79
Economic violence/child labour 63(52) 58(48) 20(91) 2(9) 38(69) 17(31) 19(86) 3(14) 75
Emotional abuse 60(50) 61(50) 20(91) 2(9) 41(75) 14(15) 18(82) 4(18) 75
Physical abuse 90(74) 31(26) 20(91) 2(9) 51(93) 4(7) 21(95) 1(5) 88
Child marriage 39(32) 82(68) 6(27) 16(73) 6(11) 49(89) 4(18) 18(82) 22
Child non-maintenance 73(60) 48(40) 20(91) 2(9) 9(16)  46(84) 18(82) 4(18) 62
Denial or deprivation of food/shelter 79(65) 42(35) 15(68) 7(32) 13(24) 42(76) 17(77) 5(23) 59
Child abandonment/neglect 94(78) 27(22) 19(86) 3(14) 36(35) 19(65) 14(64) 8(36) 66
Expulsion from school 79(65) 42(35) 16(73) 6(27) 38(69) 17(31) 19(86) 3(14) 73
Child trafficking 39(32) 82(68) 20(91) 2(9) 4(7) 51(93) 5(23) 17(77) 38
Puberty rites 18(15) 103(85) 6(27) 16(73) 2(4) 53(96) 3(14) 19(86) 15
"Trokosi" 27(22) 94(78) 6(27) 16(73) 3(5) 52(95) 2(9) 20(91) 16
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 18(15) 103(85) 3(14) 19(86) 2(4) 53(96) 2(9) 20(91) 11
Teasing & stigmatization 70(58) 51(42) 20(91) 2(9) 38(69) 17(31) 16(73) 6(27) 73
Labelling of child as witch 76(63) 45(37) 4(18) 18(82) 3(5) 52(95) 3(14) 19(86) 25
Other abuses 10(8) 111(92) 5(23) 17(77) 1(2) 54(98) 2(9) 20(91) 11

Note: The figures in parentheses are in percentages
Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

For comparison and ranking purposes, the percemggbutions for ‘yes’ responses were computed as
aggregate (composite) data as mean percentagadbrtgpe of child rights abuses. Table 4 indicées the
most prevalent violent treatments or abuses expegt or witnessed by school children in the AyawBast
Sub-Metro in Accra were (in rank order): physichluse (88%, %), sexual violence or abuse (79%%2
economic violence or child labour (75%%3and emotional or psychological abuse (75%), 3

This was followed by expulsion from school (73%)) 5teasing and stigmatization (73%"™5 Child
abandonment or neglect followed with (6698), hild non-maintenance (62%M8and denial or deprivation of
food and shelter (59%™ The most hidden, least reported, but prevalemns of child abuses included: child
trafficking (38%, 18, child labeling as witch (25%, T}, child marriage (22%, 13,“trokosi” or shrine slaves
(16%, 13"), puberty rites (15%, 13, FGM (11%, 18), and other forms of abuses such as public shaming
verbal degradation (11%, 15

It could be concluded from the results in Tablddt the top 8 prevalent forms of child rights alsuisethe
Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra were physical apgsgual abuse, child labour, emotional/psycholmgic
abuse, expulsion from school, teasing and stigmmoiz, child neglect or abandonment, and child non-
maintenance.

In the same vein, Table 5 revealed that main pexfmes of child rights abuses in the East Ayawasb-S
Metro were parents {% and teachers {9. Other perpetrators include chiefs and eldefd, (Bligious leaders
(4™, and opinion leaders {5
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Table 5.The perpetrators of child rights abuses in the AysavEast Sub-Metro in Accra.

Perpetrator Pupils Teachers Parent DOVVSU Personnel Rank
Freg. % Freg % Freg % Freq. %

Parents 61 50 14 64 31 56 12 55 15
Teachers 45 37 8 36 19 35 6 27 2"
Chiefs/elders 3 3 0 0 2 4 2 9 3¢
Religious leaders 7 6 0 0 3 5 2 9 4"
Opinion leaders 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Total 121 100 22 100 55 100 22 100

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

During the interview, various types of child rightslation cases which are common in the commuiaityl
the main perpetrators of those violations were @gol. The respondents reported that children sdfex
plethora or multiplicity of abuses from parentsdieers and significant others. PPT1, for exampleonted that:

“Most of the abuses which are sexual offences theldefilement, rape, indecent assault,
abduction, and others such as lack of parentalaraneglect, non-maintenance, and a host of
them. Physical abuses are the most common, spabifiassault. The least reported cases
include rape and defilement. Most of the perpetsatre males, who are mostly relatives.
Parents are also part. Yea, | have seen child ciegleild labour, basically those are the very
common ones”.

Other respondents mentioned among others, pamegétct, child labour, physical and verbal abukédc
labour, child trafficking, and child stealing, corpl punishment and other inhuman treatments. Aliegrto
DOVVSU personnel, in exception of defilement, thepgetrators of these abuses are mostly the chidoemn
parents and close relatives. They explained tle&tdd parental care is among the main factors d@rgashildren
in the area to such abuses. The above report \itasated in an interview with a fourteen and haéyold JHS
girl. She indicated that:

“Rape, verbal abuses such as insulting, stigmatizair teasing of our friends, beating and
canning by teachers are the most. | have heardapé and defilement, female genital
mutilation, but | have not seen it or ever experezhit. Usually those who commit these
things against the children are those who are #f@ge to them (PST-2).”

Other forms of abuses that were mentioned by tlild ohspondents include caning by teachers, disepl
by senior school colleagues, teasing just to stdgsv are common in schools in the area. Theyraigorted that
in the community, parents deny their children faod beat or hit them with objects for minor offesice

It could be concluded from the results in Tablé&t the top 8 prevalent forms of child rights alsuisethe
Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra were physical apssgual abuse, child labour, emotional/psychoklgic
abuse, expulsion from school, teasing and stigmwébiz, child neglect or abandonment, and child non-
maintenance. In the same vein, Table 5 revealed nttzan perpetrators of child rights abuses in tlastE
Ayawaso Sub-Metro were parentsand teachers {9. Other perpetrators include chiefs and eldef, (3
religious leaders {3, and opinion leaders {5 These revelations were confirmed by both DOVVUSU
personnel and the child respondents together Wit parents during the interview.

4.3. Child Rights Promotion Programmes by DOVVSU

The data presented and analyzed under this therak,ts answer research question 2 which st&tess does
DOVVSU carry out its child rights promotion and f@ction programmes?To measure this objective, response
to items (questions) 31 - 41 in the questionnaing, interview questions 5, 6, 7 and 9 were analyzed

Table 6.Information on the existence of DOVVSU in the AymniBast Sub Metro in Accra.

Response Pupils Teachers Parent DOVVSUPersonnel
Freq. % Freq % Freq % Freq. %

Yes 18 15 6 27 4 7 0 0

No 57 47 12 55 30 55 22 100

Idon’tknow 46 38 4 18 21 38 0 0

Total 121 100 22 100 55 100 22 100

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

A few (18 or 15%) pupils, 6 (27%) teachers, and7%) parents affirmed that DOVVSU existed in the
community. The majority of the pupils (57 or 47%achers (12 or 55%), parents (30 or 55%), andlL@2%)
DOVVSU personnel gave a negative response. Forty-(88%) pupils, 4 (18%) teachers, and 21 (36%®miar
were not aware of the existence of DOVVSU in thetEBeyawaso community.

In an interview with the a few respondents on tkistence of DOVVSU office in the community and how
they carry out their child rights promotion and teciion programmes in the community, a few of the
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respondents indicated that they witnessed arresiddfiduals who abused or maltreated children KHMYSU
officials and also their campaigns against theatioh of the rights of children. Majority of parerspondents,
however, stated that they did not know the exacttion of the DOVVSU office in the community. The
following are what two of the respondents, for epanstated:

I do not know where their office is situated in themmunity although somehow they come to the
community to carry out their activities. Sir, basdlg they come to educate, and carry out awarecasgpaigns
on violation of children’s rights. | have also wessed arrest made by DOVVSU officials in the neggithood
(PPT-1).

I am not sure if DOVVSU exists in my community. Hever, DOVVSU partners with other institutions to
carry out child rights promotion and protection gnammes, that is to the best of my knowledge. Tinaibility
to do this is always attributed to lack of fundgikiics and other resources. What | have witnessas
collaboration with NGO by the Department of Sociklfare and DOVVSU. What we (social welfare
personnel) did was we went to the communities foahout child protection, and in that case thageobfficer
talks about DOVVSU and arrest, the processes aodedures of DOVVSU. Social welfare also talks about
what they do such as child maintenance and otkeess These activities are financed or facilitdtgdNGOs,
and they also use the radio. They also talk tatiemunity, and this is mostly supported by NGOSTR2.

Data from both the survey (as shown in Table 6) #hedinterview is strong enough evidence to indicat
that very little is known about the existence awtividies of DOVVSU in the Ayawaso East Sub-Metm i
Accra. It further suggests that the presence of BOY in the community is relatively new or not instence at
all.

Table 7. Child rights promotion and protection activities @rogrammes carried out by DOVVSU in the
Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra.

Pupils Teachers Parents DOVVSU Personnel Rank

Form of violence/abuse

38(31) 5(23) 12(22) 6(27) 2"
Community surveillance to track abusive perpetrators
Case search & establishing gender specific dataon  18(15) 4 (18) 8(14) 2(9) 4t
violence against children
Establishing a reporting & protecting mechanisms fo  6(5) 0(0) 0(0) 1(5) 6"
complainants of violence against children 19(16) 4(18) 11(20)  4(18) 31
AdV(_)cacy, educ_atlon & awareness campaign 20(17) 6(27) 21(38)  8(36) 15t
on violence against children
Arrest and prosecution of perpetrators
Counseling & support services to re-integrate and 14(11) 3(14) 2(4) 1(5) 5
rehabilitate victims of abuse’ 6(5) 0(0) 1(2) 0(0) 7

Referral of victims/perpetrators of abuse for colinge
pre hospital care, emergency services & treatment

Source: Fieldwork data (2016).

Table 7 gives information on the child rights prdimo and protection activities or programmes whigre
carried out by DOVVSU in the Ayawaso East Sub-MeitnoAccra. The arrest and prosecution of the
perpetrators was the dominant activity carried loptthe DOVVSU (1). This was followed by community
surveillance to track abusive perpetratof§)(2dvocacy, education and awareness campaigrotemee against
children (3); case search and establishing gender specificataviolence against childrer}4 Other activities
by the DOVVSU included counseling and support smwito re-integrate and rehabilitate victims ofsab(8);
establishing a reporting and protecting mechanifmnscomplainants of violence against childrer’)(Gnd
retfr:arral of victims and perpetrators of abuse fauireseling, pre hospital care, emergency servicdsraatment
).

4.4. Challenges Facing DOVVSU in the Promotion anBrotection of Child Rights in the Sub-Metro

The study also explored the challenges facing DOW\i$ the promotion and protection of child rightsthe
sub metropolis. Table 8 gives information on thgotgce capacity of DOVVSU for carrying out childhts
promotion and protection activities in the Ayawd&smst Sub-Metro. The major resource constraint o¥/B8U
was inadequate or limited funds for activitieS)(Irhis was followed by inadequate logistics arfieotresource
materials (2). The least constraints were inadequate persoandltransport facilities {4. The findings of this
survey established that inadequate or limited fiardlogistics were the main constraints of DOVVSU.
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Table 8.Resource capacity of DOVVSU for child rights proioatand protection activities in the Ayawaso East
Sub Metro, Accra.

Responses

N VAF _ AF AVF IF VIF NA TS

Pup  00) 00)  29(24)  60(50) _ 32(26) _ 0(0)

Trs  0(0) 00)  9(41)  13(59)  0(0) 0(0) "
FEREE) Par  0(0) 0(0)  11(20) 30(55)  14(25)  0(0) 4

DP  00) 00) 1045  11(50)  1(5) 0(0)

Pup  00) O0(0)  46(38) 51(42)  24(20)  0(0)
s Trs  00) 0(©0)  7(32)  15(68)  0(0) 0(0) an
ogIstics Par  0(0)  0(0) 9(16) 35(64) 11(20)  0(0)

DP  00) 00 836 1255  2(9) 0(0)

Pup  00) O0(0)  46(38) 51(42)  24(20)  0(0)
Material Trs  0(0) 00)  7(32)  15(68)  0(0) 0(0) o
resources Par 0(0) 0(0) 9(16) 35(64) 11(20) 0(0)

DP  00) 00) 836  12(55  2(9) 0(0)

Pup  00) O00)  29(24) 60(50)  32(26)  0(0)

Trs  0(0) 0(0)  9(41)  13(59)  0(0) 0(0) "
UCTIEel Par  0(0) 0(0)  11(20) 30(55)  14(25)  0(0) 4

DP  00) 00) 1045 11(50)  1(5) 0(0)

Pup  00) 00)  27(22) 70(58)  24(20)  0(0)

Trs  0(0) 00)  6(27)  16(73)  0(0) 0(0) .
Funds/money oo g0)  0(0)  11(20)  30(55)  14(25)  0(0) 1

DP  00) 00) 941  11(50)  2(9) 0(0)

Key: VAF = Very Adequate & Functional; AF = Adegea& Functional; AVF = Average & Functional; IF =
Inadequate but Functional; VIF = Very Inadequaté Bunctional; NA= Not Available. Note: The figurés
parentheses are in percentages.

Source: Fieldwork data (2015)

The above challenges were confirmed by the respuadehen they were asked during the interview to
state the resource capacity of DOVVSU and how tlalability or non-availability of the resourcededdts its
activities and programmes. They lamented that the-availability or inadequacy of resources at DOW/S
makes it very difficult if not impossible for perstel to travel to hinterlands to educate the vahkr including
children. The responses indicate that even thongOVVSU personnel feel the need to open moredhies)
lack of resources such as office accommodatiomitfine, computers, vehicles and several other riadter
resources has hindered their efforts to that doectConsequently, as one of them explaine®VVSU has
failed itself as it is unable to carry out effeetigommunity policing and especially outreach progmaes. This
has made the dissemination of information on chitds rights problemati¢PDO 2).

The findings of both the survey and interview ekséled that inadequate or limited funds and other
logistics were the main constraints of DOVVSU. Tihadequacy of funds and logistics are the maintiimi
factors to the effective organization of child riglpromotion and protection activities by DOVVSU time
Ayawaso East sub metro, Accra. These findings ecfiblend weight to findings from other studies sastihe
[22] & [24] which also identified insufficient furidg from the central government through the police
administration; lack of and/or inadequate mateaburces, including decent office accommodatiomifure,
computers and means of transport; inadequate akdfagualified and competent personnel as majoblems
confronting the police service, and by extensianDOVVSU.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations
The study explored the effectiveness of DOVVSUhia promotion and protection of the rights of cheldin the
Ayawaso East Sub-Metro in Accra. The study reve#thad child rights abuses are prevalent in theysarea,
even though statutory and customary laws proHilgiseé violations. These abuses undermine a numbeght$
such as the right to education, the right to beqgated from all forms of physical or mental violeninjury or
abuse, including sexual abuse, the right to theyengnt of the highest attainable standard of hedithright to
educational and vocational information and guidaaoel the right to protection against all formsbitise.
Additionally, the study acknowledged that DOVVSU denfronted with the challenge of resources in
carrying out its activities, including child righfgromotion programmes in the Ayawaso East Sub-Méatro
Accra. Some of these constraints have underminedD®VVSU officers’ desire to achieve its mandated
function. It is the conclusion from this study, tb@re, that although the government of Ghana &lkent several
initiatives since 1992 to increase the protectimnchildren in response to concern about casebudeaagainst
them, lack of resource has hindered the servidgeatglof DOVVSU, one of the institutions mandatedorotect
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and promote the rights of the child in the country.

iv.

\Y

In the light of the findings of this study, thelfoking recommendations are put forward:

For the DOVVSU to discharge its child rights resgpibility effectively, it needs to first and forentdse
properly resourced. Resourcing not only in termsnohey but also logistic and personnel with up-aed
skill and knowledge on the job.

ii. The DOVVSU of the Ghana Police Service in partnigrstith the East Ayawaso Sub-Metro Assembly,

Faith-Based Organisations (FBOs), Non-Governmeédighrnisations (NGOs), Civil Society Organisations
(CSO0s), as well as media institutions should catryand/or intensify public education to sensifiz®ple

in the community on child rights prevention, promoat and protection. It must collaborate with other
institutions which are into child rights promotias well, and they should embark on advocacy, ettucat
and awareness programmes targeted at parentsaBpecprevent child rights violations.

The Ghana Police Service, especially the DOVVSU ahthe East Ayawaso sub metro Police Command
should sensitize or educate the public/commundieghild rights violation and protection issueswnad|

as the consequences of child rights violationsyTdfeuld partner with the Sub-Metro assembly (MDAS)
Commission on Human Rights and Administrative &est{(CHRAJ), Social Welfare Department,
traditional authorities, media institutions, Nony@onmental Organizations (NGOs) such as PLAN Ghana,
Care International, Challenging Heights and Actiaid International, FIDA and other agencies to
campaign against child rights violations.

The DOVVSU of the Ghana Police Service should damth the East Ayawaso Sub-Metro Assembly,
CHRAJ, Social Welfare Department, FIDA, Action Aldternational, PLAN Ghana and World Vision
International, other NGOs and enforce legislationghild rights abuse.

. The DOVVSU of the Ghana Police Service, CHRAJ, 8ndial Welfare Department in collaboration with

school authorities in the East Ayawaso sub metoulshtrack child rights violations. They should rdiéy
and track abusive parents/guardians and other {patpes.

.The Ghana Police Service Administration shouldoidtite human rights studies into the curricular of

police training institutions. It should periodigalbrganize workshops/seminars on human rights ahode
protection to its personnel. Also, it should sparnsersonnel of the DOVVSU unit to pursue furtherdéts
in human rights including children’s rights. Thidlwensure that personnel skills are up-to-date.
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