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Abstract
Household violence against females is becomingcelkproblem in Bangladesh. It creates disorgaitnain
the family as a unit of society. To stop it, seVéaevs are created by the government, but theiegisaws could
not stop it .The paper aims at studying the pefoemtf educated class about household violencenagémales
and the laws regarding punishment in Bangladeshki@mv the objectives, the study followed analytical
research design, social survey method & stratifeedtlom sampling. For some variables, the Likertirsgg1-
to-5 rating scale) has been applied in the study.uBing SPSS, the collected data has been analyzed
frequency and percentage has been dbBoe.hypotheses testing,7atest has been used to test the degree to
which two or more groups vary or differ in an expwnt. The study findings suggest that out of 101
respondents, only 34.65% knadetails about the existing laws regarding housek@tbnce against females,
simultaneously 39.6% don’t know and 25.74% are aitbel . Out of total, 30.69% respondents have supgo
the existing punishment provided by the existingsa63.36% don't support it and 5.94% undecidedaiAg
they think that the offender should be given exemppunishment (18.75%), more hard punishment (32)38
hurt by giving equal attack (2.97%) and bring cheaiig mentality (43.75%). Out of total, 48.51% reaspents
opined that it will be possible to stop violenceamgt females by creating consciousness about laws,
simultaneously 47.52% by proper implementation 2h@8% by reformation of the existing laws. Theutesf
hypotheses testing indicates that the no. of haldeliolence against females will also be increasker proper
implementation & reformation of existing laws, tagishelter of law of a woman and giving punishmiet
offender with imprisonment for seven years withefiior hurt wife by beating. So, awareness is tHg aay to
stop household violence against females. Therefoese findings may help the government , NGOsraedias
to make awareness among the people of the sodieiyt dhe existing laws and females’ rights resgltthe
household violence against females may be stopped.
Keywords: Household Violence against Females, Laws, PunishrRenception, Educated Class, Bangladesh

1. Background

Females face violence in the home, in work planesdcieties and in the state in Bangladesh. Buenae
committed by family members within the family eronment is the most serious of all types of violerdethe
same time, the closed family structure makes isides for the aggressor to repeat the violencea@adt al.,
1997). Females are subjected to household violdérycenale members, in-laws and even by other female
members (Bhuiyan, 1991). So, household violendhésviolent behavior of their male counterparts chhis
occurred inside the four walls of home. It is fregtly happened in a society which is governed by-ald
patriarchy (Pervin et al., 2016). Gender-inequastgeeply embedded in the structure of the patiarsociety
of Bangladesh. Male dominance and female suboidimaire basis tenants of our social structure. All
Bangladesh social institutions permit, even enageyrghe demonstration of the sexes and try to paape the
interests of patriarchy. Bangladesh families offestances of the display of male dominance in iatas
relations in the form of marital violence (Chowdu2014). So, as Bangladesh society is a patribsdaety,
household violence against females is significantour country. Females of all strata are vulnerable
maltreatment and abuse at the hands of husbandmwsnand other family members. Despite its indreas
trend, household violence is viewed as a persorstemthat should be resolved privately within thenily
(Pervin et al., 2016). There are different religian Bangladesh such as Isalam, Hinduism, BudduiEme.
religion Islam provides marriage, divorce and inagice related some legal rights. In the case agny, when
a man dies, a Muslim widow inherits one-eight of property and if he has no child the widow wilt gae-
fourth of the property. And daughter gets half ¥éry son’s inheritance (Bhuiyan, 2003). But in pice
females rarely get full benefit from these rights.the case of the legal status of females in Baaegh, the
constitution ensures equality of sexes but alsmastedges unequal status by reserving the righhaking
special provisions for females. In our countryréhare several laws such as civil laws, labor ldass relating
marriage, divorce, child custody, inheritance aralmenance, law of equal protection for all citigetaws of
equality of opportunity, the Dowry prohibition Act980, the child marriage restraint Act, 1929, kheslim
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Family Court Ordinance, 1985, the Anti-females amildren oppression Act, 2000 etc. And whoever will
commit offence or criminal act shall be punishetde punishment is established in the penal code),liBé
code of criminal procedure, 1898 etc. Despite thass and punishment for violation of these in #dsin our
country dowry, violence against females is stilhtbouing. Newspaper reports show an increasing reunolb
females becoming victims of different types of eiate both inside and outside their homes. In lbfsasome
common forms of violence and against females gve,rphysical and mental torture for dowry, aciditing,
forced prostitution, trafficking, wife batteringcetlt is believed that apart from the reported sasieere are a
considerable number of cases that are not repeitieer to the police or to the newspapers (Adard8g}

The available statistics on violence show a draisiicease in the crime particularly in the last ten
years” (Pervin et al., 2016). Such as, in a workst®angladesh Mahila Parishad disclosed that leat $05
females were victims of violence of which 274 feezalvere murdered for dowry, 1086 were murderedtoer
reasons, and 170 murdered after rape, 248 facesrgpe, 549 were victims of rape while 175 of abidwing
and 118 females were tortured physically (BMP, J0Abuse and harassment of females take placeniita
family frequently. Violence in the home is a commntbimg. It is occurred not only in poor or illitaeafamilies
but also in rich and literate families. In some counities, female babies and girl children are negl Dowry
is the main cause of harassment of young bridé¢hdnsands of reported cases and at times it leadedth
(Sahay, 1998). Therefore, violence has no classaste, no religion and it is a universal phenomghuiyan,
2003). Household violence is a major problem imddadesh. It is clearly common and widespread aciios
country. Females from all classes face vulnerabteite and abuse by their husbands, in-laws aret itkimate
family members. So, gender-based violence is atitmi of females’ human rights. A home or a fansihould
be a peaceful place but not a place of crueltyiRet al., 2016). But now-a-days, home, sweet hoareept is
no more for many females because they face violemahe family environment (Jahan et al.,, 2002), So
household violence exists in every society in wasitypes, forms and frequencies. In the preserarek area,
the Dhaka City, household violence also existsanowus forms. In Dhaka, dowry system is existedifferent
forms comparable to any other parts of the courtrig given in the names of gift but it is commfam every
bride’s family to guilt to the bridegroom’s famibs a result, whoever is unable to give dowry ltafate many
types of violence like battering, murder, abusegyridation of food, confinement, threats of reprisatc. In the
study area, another powerful evidence of househiolgnce is forced marriage and it is also commuoithis
region. A young girl is being forced to marry ankonawn person by her parents. Despite the severe
consequences to females’ physical and emotiondthhé@usehold violence is not recognized as assrsocial
obstacle and society does not perceive householdndge to be a formidable crime. In contrast, tassidered
as a personal matter and it should be resolveatetiv within the family (Pervin et al., 2016). lmirosociety,
females of upper class don't reveal their vulneratituation because of their social status and themselves
try to solve the problem privately. Females of niéddass do not try to file case and feel hesitatidisclose it
to others because they are very much concerned gimuself-respect. The people of middle clasbelieve in
vanity and in social values and they think thas itheir pride (Bhuiyan, 2003). On the other haedyales from
lower class never try to reveal it and don'’t tella others and they treat it as a normal mattber@& may have
two reasons namely-a) Ignorance of the existingslamd punishment for violence and b) their socimremic
position. But in our country many of violence remanreported (Siddigi, 2003). Generally, the resggpattern
of social attitude to violence, especially the ppton of violence greatly depends on the specidintext of
violence (Jahan, 1994). In this context, in thespnt study it is our concern whether the peopkdotated class
know about the existing laws of household violeacdow they perceive violence against females fieged
in the home or family environment.

2. Objectives of the study

1. To know the natures and causes of householdngelagainst females

2. To know and analyze the perception of educataglscabout the existing laws regarding punishment f
household violence against females

3. Rationale or importance of the study

Bangladesh is a small country but it has largeasiad problems. Among these, household violencenata
females is the most serious problem. But thermtsavailable appropriate research on violenceragjf&males.

For these reason, the present researchers haveraged to study violence against females so ttet tan

suggest any policy to solve the problem if they lddoe a Government employee in any sector. At Hmaes
time because of family structure the aggressorsregeat the violence (Jahan et al., 1997). As & @far
patriarchic society, Bangladeshi females, fromwtbey early age, are taught to be submissive, toteaad self-

sacrificing. According to most scholars, the patfieal period of Biblical history is the first hadf the second
millennium B.C. In ‘Genesis’ the stories of patdhies provide some indications of a transition frmatriarchal

and matrilineal to patriarchal and patrilineal fandrganization. For example, in the Biblical naioa two types
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of marriage are mentioned. One is matriarchal rageri that gave greater autonomy to females andgalge
the right to divorce. The other is patriarchal rizage that abolished the previous antinomy (Wdiistory,
1992). In a working paper, Bangladesh Mahila Pad¢éBMP) reported that in the country householdenck is
not still considered as a violence of human rigiiteemales. Patriarchal social and family structanel culture
are the main causes of this attitude towards haldeholence (Kayes, 2008). For this reason thedd@mn of
females in Bangladesh is vulnerable. Generallyréisponses pattern to social attitude to violengegislly the
perception and level of support of violence gredtypends on the specific context of violence (Kiz91,5). In
our country, there are many laws regarding marridg@rce, maintenance, guardianship or custodghdéiren
and inheritance and punishment for violation osthéaws is also existed. In section 11 of the Aetiales and
children oppression Act, 2000, life imprisonmentsvestablished for ensign death for dowry. Undeticr866
of the penal code, 1860 punishment for forced rage;j in sections, 340 and 342 of the same codesipueint
for wrongful confinement, in section 319 penalty feife battering, in section 503 and 506, punishirfen
threats of reprisals, in section 313 of the santeqmnishment for reproductive coercion are meetipmnder
section 5 of the family courts ordinance, 1985 isaid a wife can files a suit in a family court oaly for her
own maintenance but also for the maintenance othidadt (Khondaker, 2006). In spite of these exigtiaws in
our country, violence against females happensearctiuntry especially in my study area, Dhaka. Altjig the
government commitments to the UN conference on liesnim Beijing and the world conference on Human
Rights in Vienna, no concrete steps have been takefavor of a uniform family code (Hossain, 2003).
Moreover, thought household violence is a commottenén our country, there is no separate or spetfv
regarding household violence (Adams, 2008).Soafolear understanding of the problems it is ne¢dddahow
the nature and extent of the problem. In this cdniéis our concern to find out what are the véeaf middle
class people regarding household violence. Thespthsent study try to know the perception of ethetalass
people on household violence against females and fagarding punishment for it .Though governmead h
formulated many laws regarding household violericexists in every society. So, in this study ittiged to
explore the natures and causes of household vielagainst females and also try to explore the péaores and
suggestions of laws regarding household violenaefil help the government to take proper stepetoew the
existing laws and also to implement them propévtgreover, this will be an amazing research aspectHe
students of sociology. Beside this, it will alsmtribute to the further development of sociologitedory.

4. Literature review
Bangladesh is a patriarchal dominated society.hls society, oppression and subordination by makes
females is the common feature. As a patriarchal liMusociety, the customs and values are mostly male
dominated. It is also perceived that sometimesusenh put the females in vulnerable situation. adriarchal
society like Bangladesh, females’ status, prestigever etc., are usually determined and dominatechales.
Consequently, males’ attitude towards females ipomant and it does not generally give equal and du
treatment to the female counterparts. Violenceregdemales is largely embedded in gender normeefady
the low status of women — economically, sociallylturally and politically tend to be responsibler fihe
violation of basic rights of females by males irs@ciety like Bangladesh (Reilly, 2009; McMillan, @Q.
Violence against females is basically the resujpaiceived differences (such as wealth, powenistairestige)
between men and women as ascribed by norms oty (Hossain et al., 2001). Due to patriarchy ianithe
lack of adequate empowerment situation of womemsébold violence by men against female is a common
phenomenon in both of rural and urban Bangladeésk.rhore pronounced among the poorer and relgtiesis
educated class. Generally these types of violegamst women are done by the males. Power andatanter
resources were most frequently at the core of evisatding to the use of violence in household 8idna
(Barrier, 1998; Gells et al., 1988).

Islam categorized three types of household violexg&inst females in her book “Naribari Chinta O
Nari Jibon” such as physical aggression, sexuasatand emotional abuse. Under these types varawoss fof
household violence are traced. Among these someasiréollows; 1.Physical aggression such as murder
(dowry/other), battering, deprivation of food, re@uctive control/coercion etc.2. Emotional abuse as
confinement, forced marriage, threats of reprisalsSexual abuse, for instance rape and incesing|s2002).
These above tortures are prohibited and punishatder the existing laws. There are related lawsonfsehold
violence in Bangladesh as about penalty for caudesgth for dowry, under The Dowry Prohibition At§80
the term ‘dowry’ is defined as any property or lle security given to agree to be given eitheedy or
indirectly one party to a marriage to the otherty#re marriage. Later dowry has been redefinadaisse (j) of
section 2 of the Nari-0-Shishu Nirjatan Daman A800 which is as follows-(i) Any money or materiatsany
other property demanded from the party of the bhigehe bridegroom or his parents or any persoeimalf
directly connected with the marriage before orhegt time of marriage of during the continuance thafras
consideration for marriage or as a condition fantowing the marital relation. Section 11 of theriNaShishu
Nirjatan Daman Ain, 2000 states that if any husbandis father, mother, guardian, any relation iy ather
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person on his behalf causes death of his wifetergits to cause death or causes grievous or simuple¢o her
the husband, his father, mother, guardian, relationany such other person-(a)For causing deatt lsha
punishable with death or for attempting to causathishall be liable to imprisonment for life andiklalso be
liable to fine. (a)For causing grievous hurt shlliable to imprisonment for life or rigorous inggnment for a
term not exceeding twelve years but not less thanyears and shall also be liable to fine. (a)farsing simple
hurt shall be liable to rigorous imprisonment faleam not exceeding three years but not less thanyear and
shall be liable to fine (Khondaker, 2006). Aboufenbattering and penalty for it, under section 819he Penal
Code 1860 it is said that whoever causes bodilg,msease or infirmity to any person is said taseahurt. In
section 320 of the same code various types of gugwurt are mentioned. In section 323 and 325hef Henal
Code punishment for hurt and grievous hurt are choéspectively. For causing hurt anyone shall beighed
with imprisonment of either description for a temhich way extended to one year, or with fine whiohy
extend to one thousand taka, or with both. Andctrsing grievous hurt the term imprisonment magrecktto
seven years and shall also be liable to fine (Chmmg 2003). About deprivation for food, under Ti@mily
Courts Ordinance in 1985 many family courts araldithed. All courts of Assistant Judge shall be fdmily
courts and all Assistant Judges shall be the judfésmily courts. In section 5 of the ordinandesistated that
a family court shall have exclusive jurisdictionentertain, try and dispose of any suit relatingotoarising out
of, all or any of the following matters:(i)Dissoloih of marriage,(ii)Restitution of conjugal right§ij)Dower,
(iv) Maintenance, (v) Guardianship and custodyhifdcen. Maintenance includes food, clothing andigiog. If
also includes other necessary expenses for mamdgblaysical well-being of a minor. Educational expes are
also included in the definition. Under section Slué ordinance of 1985 it is not only the wife wtamn file suit

is a family court for her own maintenance but dtsothe maintenance of her child. In section 483 bé Code
of Criminal Procedure, 1898 it is said that if gmgrson neglects or refuses to maintain his wifeistegitimate
or illegitimate child, the District Magistrate, a effopolitan Magistrate, a sub-divisional Magistrate a
Magistrate of the first class may order such petsamake a monthly allowance for the maintenancki®fvife

or such child not exceeding four hundred taka éswiole. And if any person fails to obey the ordéhout
sufficient cause, Magistrate may issue a warranthfe whole or any part of each month’s allowarem®aining
unpaid and also issue imprisonment for a term wimgly extend to one month or until payment (Cordroll
2003). About reproductive control/coercion, undect®on 321 of The Penal Code 1860 punishment for
reproductive control or coercion is mentioned i way that whoever voluntarily causes a femaleh wlitld to
miscarry shall be punished with imprisonment ofi@itdescription for a term which may extend to ¢hyears,
or with fine, or with both. Again in section 313 tife same code it is stated whoever commits thenoé
defined in the section 312 without the consenthef females, whether the woman is quickly with clatdnot
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, othvimprisonment of either description for a termiathmay
extend to ten years, and shall also be liablerie {iChowdhury, 2003). Punishment for confinemengeu
sections 340 and 342 of The Penal Code 1860 dedl wiongful confinement and punishment for it
respectively any person in such a manner as toeptethat person from proceeding beyond certain
circumscribed limits, is said wrongfully to confitieat person. The penalty for such confinemenpédled out
wrongfully confines any person, shall be punishdith wnprisonment may of either description for agfiwhich
may extend to one thousand taka, or both (Chowdh2@®3). About discussion on punishment for forced
marriage, the Penal Code 1860 has the offencedofibping and abducting for the purpose of forcediage.

In section 366 of the same code it is stated ttatewer kidnaps or abducts any woman with interttsha may
be compelled, or knowing it to be likely that shil we compelled, to marry any person against hidly ar in
order that she may be forced or seduced to iliit#rcourse, shall be punished with imprisonmentitiier
description for a term which may extend to ten gemmnd shall also liable to fine (Chowdhury, 2008)out
penalty for threats of reprisals, under sectior® &@d 506 of The Penal Code 1860 threat is defaseckiminal
intimidation and punishment is prescribed respetfivin section 503 it is said that whoever threatanother
with way injury to his person, reputation or pragemor to the person or reputation of any one iromhthat
person is interested, with intent to cause alartidb person or to cause that person is legallylesto do, as
the means of avoiding the executing of which threammits criminal intimidation. In section 506ist stated
that whoever commits the offence of criminal intiiaion shall be punished with imprisonment of e&ithe
description for a term which may extend to two gear with fine, or with both. And if the offendshall be
punished with death or imprisonment for life or lwitmprisonment for term may extend to seven years
(Chowdhury, 2003). Punishment for rape and deattaissed by rape etc. Whoever will commit rape sheall
liable for punishment with imprisonment for life aith imprisonment of either description for a tewhich
may extend to ten years and shall also be liabfenéo(Chowdhury, 2003). Again, if any man rapesanan or

a child, he shall be liable for punishment withorigus life term and a cash fine in addition. If angn out of
wedlock, engages in sex with a woman over sixtesarsyof age with or without her consent or he dbby
intimidation or by securing her consent though géoe, or he does so with a woman under fourteersyef
age with or without her consent he shall be deetmddve raped that woman. If a woman or child ragied in
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consequence of subsequent acts otherwise of tls@mpémvolved, in that case the person concernell lsea
liable to punishment with death sentence or rigsiioyrisonment for life and cash fine no less ttaka one lac
in addition (Khondaker, 2006).

5. Theoretical framework

According to Max Weber, violence is the ultimaterfidation of political order. A government that iswed as
legitimate is more stable than one that is notpk#ion (armed resistance to overthrow a governjinesna
rejection by the people of a government's claimute and of its monopoly on violence. AccordingWeber's
law, a fundamental principle of perception, seugitito changes in magnitude along a given physid@ension
decreases when stimulus magnitude increases. én wibrds, the increment needed in order to detebaage -
the Just Noticeable Difference (JND) - is smallar Weak stimuli compared to stronger stimuli. Aatiog to
Weber, the educated class refers to a well-eduaataap of white-collar office workers who do not mwtheir
own labor. Examples might be hotel administratbrgnan resources professionals, technology profesisio
According to Marxist-Leninist approach, perceptiefers to understanding and changing the world. yiafn
the attribute as Christians ascribe to God—etdgnalnfinitude, an uncreated being, indestructiijlithe
Lawgiver, the Life, and the Mind—Marxists-Leninisiscribe to dialectical matter. Marxist philosogffirms
matter as ultimately real, rather than God. Thus it godless philosophy. Perception is definedsbse
indicators such as understanding, sensual knowladdéenterpretation. Perception does not mean se#yng as
one can see anything. But if she/he has the uraetisty power of receiving knowledge of externahgjs with
sensual knowledge, she/he will be able to interangthing. Here, household violence has also sawtieators
such as dowry murder, wife battering, deprivatibfood, reproductive control or coercion, confinemydorced
marriage and threats of reprisals. If any of tHadé&ators can be seen in a society, then it casaiéthat there
exists household violence in that society. It isoatried to explore what they think about violeragginst
females perpetuated in the family environment aow they interpret the existing situation with thegnsual
knowledge. Moreover, it is tried to know the knodgde/awareness of the respondents about the exiatirggof
household violence and how they interpret theséafsehold violence and what type of solution thap c
suggest to reform the existing laws (Wikipedia).

6. Conceptual framework

Dowry murder

Understanding Wife battering

Perception Household

violence

Sensual knowledge Reproductive control

Interpretation Deprivation of food

against

Response females Confinement

Attitude Forced marriage

Threats of reprisals

The Dowry Prohibition Act 1980
Laws regarding punishment
related to Household
violence against females

The Penal Code 1860
The Family Courts Ordinance 1985
The Code of Criminal Procedure 1898

Nari-o0-Shishu Nirjatan Daman Ain

7. Conceptual definition

Household violence Household violence is recognized as any act ratiened act of violence which results or
threatens to result in physical injury and mentaiure and which is committed by a spouse agaiesbther. It
may also include injuries, torture and abuse byargon related to husband.

Perception Perception is the process through which one seekknow and understand other persons.
Perception means any way of seeing, understanaisgpnding or interpreting anything especially veiémses.
Laws: Laws are the rules and regulations through whiotesirable behaviors of people of a society are
controlled.
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Educated class Educated class is a group of people having saro®-economic condition and same academic
qualification and led their life by servicing inyasector. Educated Class means the class whepdepbave
education and socio-cultural attainments irrespeatf their income by giving service.

8. Operational definition of the concepts

Household violenceIn the study, household violence is defined byeseindicators such as dowry murder, wife
battering, and reproductive control/coercion, degtron of food, confinement, forced marriage andals of
reprisals.

Perception In the present study, perception is defined by isidicators such as sensual knowledge,
understanding, interpretation, observation, atétadd response.

Laws: In the study, laws are defined by five indicatsush as The Dowry Prohibition Act 1980, The Penal
Code 1860, The Family Courts Ordinance 1985, ThdeCaof Criminal Procedure 1898 and Nari-o-Shishu
Nirjatan Daman Ain 2000.

Educated class In this study, educated class is defined as kivat of group which members’ having same
honors and masters degree and they lead theirbiwésaching in different universities.

9. Methodology

9.1 Research design and methodktn this study, explanatory research design has E#lowed so that it would
be able to know and analyze the perception of @ddcaass about laws regarding punishment for Hmlde
violence against females through personal interviglve major purpose of applying this kind of resbastesign
is to easily analyze the situation of differentesasTo study on the research topic, survey methodntitative
method) has been usetihis study is conducted at a single point of timeDinaka city on January’2016-
March'2017.

9.2 Research site and its rationale/importancefirstly, the study area Dhaka City has been safect
purposively. Later on, to find out educated respmtsl, several universities of the study area thatige honors
and master’s degree have been selected as thefitid study as follow: Primeasia University (PAMprthern
University (NU), Uttara University (UU), Southeabhiversity (SEU), City University (CU), Presidency
University (PU) and Royal University (RU). The sastitutions among Dhaka Metropolitan City are dises
the present research area. Because violence adamates takes place available this city like otbidies or
areas of the country. There are available reseanvhéch were done on violence against femalesettuntry
but specific researches on violence against femalddhaka Metropolitan City are not available. JHact
encourages the researcher to study on violencasidaimales in the Dhaka city. For this reasoa rédsearcher
has selected the Dhaka city as the research area.

9.3 Population and sampling of the studyThe total 1412 teachers (Sampling frame) of sagtitutions. The
number is collected from the adjacent institutiorgjistered office. Married teachers are selectaith@research
population because married persons usually facamibst violence than single persons. Here the nurober
married teacher (105+69+82+91+85+84+44 respec)iadlgaid institutions is 560. In this study, evemarried
respondent has been considered as a unit of analMse stratified random sampling method is usethat
sample size can represent the all population dhsfitutions as the present study areas. The Sasipé found
128 by using the following formula;
Formula S= n/N*100 (Nachmias and Nachmias, 1976).
Here S= Sample size

n= population of each stratum.

N=Total population
Now, Population of ‘Primeasia University’ is 25. @rlefore, sample size is 105/560*100=18.75=19. Bystime
way, the sum of samples = (19+13+15+16+15+15+81=10

9.4 Variables and Indicators: There are three variables such as perceptionseholgsviolence against females
and laws. The indicators of perception are undedétg, sensual knowledge, interpretation, obsemmati
response and attitude. The indicators of housetiolénce against females are dowry murder, wifeeliig,
deprivation of food, reproductive control/coerciamnfinement, forced married and threats of refwiséhe
indicators of laws are-1) The Dowry Prohibition A&980, 2) The Penal Code, 1860, 3) The family @our
Ordinances, 1985, 4) The Code of Criminal ProcedL888 and 5) Nario-o-Shishu Nirjatan Daman AcO@0

9.5 Data Collection and Analysis techniquedn this study, interview schedule has been usedtiovey and

interview guide has been used for case study.lfitls¢ information has been collected by usingracstired
questionnaire on from 101 respondents through sanspkvey method. Closed-ended, open-ended and
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dichotomous questions have been set up in thetstadt questionnaire and information has been deltkec
through face-to-face interviews. For some of vddsap Likert Scaling has been applied in the stmactu
questionnaire .These variables has been ratedletod rating scale where:1=Strongly disagree,2abiee,
3=Undecided,4=Agree and 5=Strongly agree. Furtheguide questionnaire on 5 interview guides hanbe
used for case study to find out in-depth understanof the respondents about household violencénsga
females and laws regarding punishment. The Collegteantitative information from primary source len
analyzed by using SPSS. Here univariate analysipércentage and frequency tabfidest (for hypotheses test)
has been used. Again, according to procedure art_icaling on five rating scale for some of vaeabfirstly
a total score for each respondents has been fouhdnal then average scale values has been faundhy
subs tracing the low judges (bottom 25%) from Higip 25%) judges .As a result, it would be posstbléind
out Discriminative Power (DP) out for each variabl® enrich the present study secondary data haea b
collected from various books, journals, articlespsite, research studies etc.

10. Findings and discussion
10.1 Demographic characteristics of the respondents
In the first age group 30.59% respondents are deduon the second group the percentage in 26.B8%rom
the next group the percentage is decreasing. Antbagotal male respondents are 58.42% and female ar
41.58%. In the highest category, 27.72% respondeatstheir conjugal life for 2year to less thae&yor 3year
to less than 4year and in the lowest category,8Ph.B2spondents lead their conjugal for less thaadyAmong
all of the respondents 18.81% from PAU, 12.87% fidoh 14.85% from UU, 15.84% from SEU, 14.85% from
CU and PU and 7.92 RU. Among the total respondemi 16.83% holds PhD, 6.93% MPhil, 51.49% masters
and 2.4% honors. In the highest category 51.58%oretents’ monthly income is BDT.20000-30000 andhi
lowest category, 6.93% respondents monthly incani&T.60000 or above (Details in Table-01).

Table-01: Demographic characteristics of the respatents

Variable Frequency | Percentage Variable Frequency | Percentage
(%) (%)

1.The Respondents’ age 4. Place of interview

26-30 31 30.69 Primeasia 19 18.81
University(PAU)

31-35 27 26.73 Northern University(NU) 13 12.87

36-40 18 17.82 Uttara University(UU) 15 14.85

41-45 11 10.89 Southeast 16 15.84
University(SEU)

46-50 6 5.94 City University(CU) 15 14.85

51-55 4 3.96 Presidency 15 14.85
University(PU)

56-60 2 1.98 Royal University(RU) 8 7.92

61-65 2 1.98 Total 101 100.0

Total 101 100 5. Educational qualification

2. Gender of the respondents Ph .D 17 16.83

Male 59 58.42 Mp.hil 7 6.93

Female 42 41.58 Masters 52 51.49

Total 101 100 Honors 25 24.75

3. Duration of couple life Total 101 100

Less than lyear 12 11.88 6.Monthly income of the respondents(BDT)

1 -less than 2year | 19 18.81 20000-30000 42 41.58

2year-less than 28 27.72 31000-40000 32 31.68

3year

3year-less than 428 27.72 41000-50000 8 7.92

year

4year or above 14 13.86 51000-60000 12 11.88

Total 101 100 60000 above 7 6.93
Total 101 100

10.2 Natures and causes of household violence agdifemales

In the highest category 56.44% respondents meanigadiyand mental torture by household violence ragai
females, simultaneously in the lowest category .98&an ignorance of opinion and in the middle catggo
12.87% mean socio-economic backwardness or poveuy.of 101, 42.57% respondents agree that violence
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against females occurs in our society and stroaghee 57.43% with the statement. In the highestgcay
26.73% respondents said that wife battering octeguently in the society, simultaneously lowestegary
1.98% and middle category 21.78% said confinemedtraproductive control or coercion respectivelythe

highest category 12.87% thinks Socio-economic bacéimess or poverty is the cause of household \delen

against females. Similarly 2.97%others as the lowategory and as the middle category 10.89% thaoicsal

system is the cause of household violence agansiles(Details in Table-02).

Table-02: Natures and causes of household violenagainst females

Variable Frequency | Percentage
(%)
1. What do you mean by violence against females?
Physical torture 2 1.98
Mental torture 8 7.92
Physical and mental torture 57 56.44
Physical, mental and verbal torture 10 9.90
To do something against one’s will 13 12.87
Avoidance 5 4.95
Ignorance of opinion 1 .99
Others 5 4.95
Total 101 100.
2. Household violence against females occurs in osociety
Agree 43 42.57
Strongly agree 58 57.43
Undecided 0 0
Disagree 0 0
Strongly disagree 101 100
3. Which type/nature of violence against females @s occur frequently in our society?
Dowry murder 16 15.84
Wife battering 27 26.73
Deprivation of food 12 11.88
Reproductive control or coercion 22 21.78
Confinement 2 1.98
Forced marriage 12 11.88
Threats of reprisals 3 2.97
Others 5 4.95
Total 101 100.0
4.Causes of household violence against females
Social system 11 10.89
Physically weak 5 4.95
Dependent on husband 19
Socio-economic backwardness or poverty 13 12.87
Lack of education 9 8.91
Patriarchal dominant or establishment of domination 5 4.95
Difference in opinion 5 4.95
Dowry 7 6.93
Difference in perception 6 5.94
Enmity of females versus females 5 4.95
Establishment of domination and dowry 8 7.92
Establishment of domination and difference in omini 5 4.95
Others 3 2.97
Total 101 100

10.3 Perception of educated class on laws and pumisent

Out of total respondents (101) only 34.65% respotsdagree or strongly agree that means that thew laibout
the existing laws of household violence and 39.@fi8agree or strongly disagree that means they dowtv
about these laws and 25.74% undecided. It candretbat near about half of the people of the sarda don't

know about the laws. Among them who know the la@8&% respondents have known by reading law related
books and 62.86% have known by both of electromid print media and 14.26% by hearing from others.
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Among the respondents 30.69% say agree/strong digaéemeans they have support the existing punishme
provided by the existing laws and 63.36% say dema@r strongly disagree that means they don’t sughe
punishment and 5.94% undecided . Among them whagdi® or strongly disagree they think that thenofés
should be given exemplary punishment (18.75%), rhairel punishment (32.81%), hurt by giving equacktt
(2.97%) and bring change in mentality (43.75%). ©futotal, 30.69 respondents agree or disagreentieains
they think that it is possible to stop househollesice against females by existing laws and 63.88%gree or
strongly disagree that means they think it is rassible to stop household violence against fentajesxisting
laws. Only 5.94% are undecided on the statemenbrgnthem who disagree or strongly disagree, 64.66%ot
think household violence against females will gty properly implementation of the laws and 3%094hink
it will be stop by bringing change in social persjpee. Out of total, 41.58% agree, strongly agrde73%,
disagree 22.77%, strongly disagree 5.94% and udeéel.95% on the statement ‘the adequacy of purishia
sufficient’. Out of total, 19.80% agree, stronglyree 18.81%, disagree 39.60%, strongly disagre#5%4.and
undecided 6.93% on the statement ‘The law for WwHéening is sufficient’. Among them who are dissgor
strongly disagree, 69.35% they think that the affenshould be given hard punishment whereas 306540
bring change in mentality resulting present sitwatwill be changed. Out of total, 48.51% responsi@ptined
that it will be possible to stop wife battering breating consciousness about laws, simultaneoush246 by
properly implementation the existing laws and 1%8By reform the existing laws. The data reveal ousi
reasons for which females don’t want to take sheitéaw that are, fear from further violence (1&48) fear of
public disgrace (812.87%) fear of social securit§.83%), fear of harassment by law enforce (8.9Xégy;, of
family status (20.79%), because of ignorance alzout(10.89%), and fear of public disgrace and fe#faiamily
status and threat from in-laws house (15.84%).84.18spondents agree or strongly disagree that rtgan
necessity to reform the existing laws whereas Tb.88&agree or strongly disagree that mean thex tiat no
reform is needed. On the contrary, 6.93% are udddcabout the reform of the existing laws. Whoesaid
agree/strongly agree to the previous question geavivarious suggestion. Among them 6.10% suggest to
establish of the equal right of husband, wife amittlcen, 7.32 suggest to up-to-date the laws, 1%.88ggest to
implement the laws properly by the state importanil2.20% suggest to construct laws by taking publi
reaction, 9.76% give suggestion to increase dgideenent of laws, 13.41% suggest to make the jaldmocess
easier, 9.76% suggest to keep laws free from palit& administrative influence,7.32% besides lawtdke
corrective step,8.54% suggest to make judicial gsedaster,14.63% suggest to ensure females setakiihg
shelter of law and 3.66% include others(DetailFale-03).

Table-03: Perception of Educated Class on Laws arfunishment Related Information

Variable Frequency Percentage Variable Frequency | Percentage
(%) (%)

1.You know details about the existing laws regardg | 8.The law for wife battening is sufficient

household violence against females

Agree 20 19.80 Agree 20 19.80

strongly agree 15 14.85 Strongly agree 19 18.81

Disagree 15 14.85 Disagree 40 39.60

strongly disagree 25 24.75 Strongly disagree 15 8514.

Undecided 26 25.74 Undecided 7 6.93

Total 101 100 Total 101 100

2.1f agree/strongly agree, how did you know abouthe | 9. If disagree/strongly disagree, what should be de

laws according to you?

By reading law related 8 22.86 Hard punishment 43 69.35

books

By both of electric and 22 62.86 Bring change in mentality 19 30.65

print media

By hearing from others 5 14.26 Total 62 100

Total 35 100 10.How is it possible to stop wife battering

3. Punishment provided by the existing laws are By creating consciousnes$s49 48.51

supportable to you about laws

Agree 13 12.87 By changing social perspectiyes

strongly agree 18 17.82 By properly implementatiof0 47.52

the laws

Disagree 41 40.59 By reform the existing laws 12 .831

strongly disagree 23 22.77 Total 101 100

Undecided 6 5.94 11. Why females don’t want to take shelter of law?

Total 101 100 Fear from further violence 14 13.86

4.1f disagree/strongly disagree, which type of Fear of public disgrace 13 12.87

punishment you think

Exemplary | 12 | 18.75 Fear of social security 17 36.8
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More hard punishment 21 32.81 Fear of harassment ldwy | 9 8.91
enforce
Hurt by giving equal 3 2.97 Fear of family status 21 20.79
attack
Bring change in| 28 43.75 Because of ignorance about law 11 10.89
mentality
Total 64 100 Fear of public disgrace and6 15.84
family status, and threat from
in-laws house
5.1t is possible to stop household violence againstl2.Necessity of reform the existing laws
females by existing laws
Agree 17 16.83 Agree 40 39.60
Strongly agree 14 13.86 Strongly agree 42 41.58
Disagree 34 33.66 Disagree 7 6.93
Strongly disagree 30 29.70 Strongly disagree 5 4.95
Undecided 6 5.94 Undecided 7 6.93
Total 101 100 Total 101 100
6.1f disagree/strongly disagree, How it will be stp 13.If agree/strongly agree, what's your opinion
Properly implementation 41 64.06 Establishment of the equal rigHs 6.10
of the laws of husband , wife and children
Bring change in social 23 35.94 Up to date the laws 6 7.32
perspective
Total 64 100 Implementation of laws by stat® 10.98
importantly
7.The adequacy of punishment is sufficient Constructing laws by taking 14 13.86
public reaction
Agree 42 41.58 Increasing advertisement | & 9.76
laws
Strongly agree 25 24.75 To make the judicial pregesl 13.41
easier
Disagree 23 22.77 To keep laws free from politic@l 9.76
& administrative influence
Strongly disagree 6 5.94 Besides law to take caweect6 57.32
step
Undecided 5 4,95 To make judicial process faster 7 8.54
Total 101 100 To ensure females security2 14.63
taking shelter of law
Others 3 3.66
Total 82 100

10.4 Scaling analysis

Laws and punishment related information

To construct a Likert scale of measuring the afgtiin group decision making, followings steps aken into
considerationBabbie, 2004; Trochim , 2006)At first, on the ground of my measurement intemtpossible
scale items are selected. Each item was checkételngspondent from the five fixed alternative esggions. In
this five-point continuum, values of 5,4,3,2,1 ¢2,B,4,5 are assigned. These values express #iveealveights
and their direction, determined by the active/ tiiv@ness of the item. The following seven items ased to
measure the activity in decision making in the gvorg. After asking respondents to indicate theirel of
activity, there is a total score of each respontdgrdumming the value of each item. Suppose thaspondent
checked strongly agree in item 1(score5), undecideitem 2 (score3), agree in item3 (score4), disagn
item4 (score2), strongly disagree in item 5(scoyedlsagree in item 6(score2) and strongly agreéem
7(scoreb). This person’s total score is 5+3+4+2+#B=22.Following illustration has been used to measment
1. You know the laws of household violence agdiestales

2. Nari O Shishu Nirnatan Daman Ain 2000 providest twhoever attacks for dowry will be punished with
imprisonment for a term with fine-this punishmensufficient

3. The Penal Code 1860 provides that whoever gulyohurt wife by beating shall be punished with
imprisonment for seven years with fine-this punisiiris sufficient

4. It is possible to solve the household violergaiast females by implementing existing laws

5. Females should take shelter of law for theiusgc

6. It is needed to reform the existing laws to dtepviolence against females

7. Females don’t want to take shelter of law duestr bf social disgrace
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Table-04: Total result of the 101 respondents areiven in tabulated form-

Response Corresponding scores Frequency Percent
Strongly disagree 7-12 10 9.90
Disagree 13-18 5 4.95
Undecided 19-24 11 10.89
Agree 25-30 35 34.65
Strongly agree 31-35 40 39.60
Total 101 100

Now, it is required to compute the Discriminativewr (DP) for each item which helps us to find the

items that consistently differentiate who are higithe response continuum for those who are low-
Table-05: Computing the Discriminative Power (DP)

Item Group Number 12345 Weighted Weighted DP(Q1-Q4)
in Group Total Mean

1 High (top 25%) 25 07765 84 3.36 1.72
Low (bottom259%) 25 1210300 41 1.64

2 High (top 25%) 25 15496 89 3.56 1.68
Low (bottom259%) 25 108700 47 1.88

3 High (top 25%) 25 07378 91 3.64 1.64
Low (bottom259%) 25 105100 O 50 2.00

4 High (top 25%) 25 09565 82 3.28 1.48
Low (bottom259%) 25 128320 45 1.80

5 High (top 25%) 25 057103 86 3.44 1.76
Low (bottom259%) 25 1284 1 0 44 1.68

6 High (top 25%) 25 18 6 64 79 3.16 1.24
Low (bottom259%) 25 910510 48 1.92

7 High (top 25%) 25 07 7 5 6 85 3.40 1.52
Low (bottom259%) 25 812500 47 1.88

Here, Weighted total=Score*no. who check that sc@/eighted mean=Weighted total /no. in group.
Discriminative Power=High (top 25%)-low (bottom 2h%Nachmias and Nachmias, 1976}l of the above
cited-tabulation clearly reveals the expected testihe calculation of Discriminative Power for eaitbm
represent that, the strongest items poses the dtigliseriminative power. In all cases, it is seamnf the table
that discriminative power varies to the variatidritems.

10.5 Hypotheses testing

Hypothesis-01

H,: By the appropriate implementation of existirmgvé regarding punishment, there will either be no
significant difference to the no. of household gitde against females or will be a significant dasee

H. By the proper implementation of existing lawsamting punishment, there will be a significant a&se to
the no. of household violence against females.

Hypothesis-02

Ho,: By the reforming of the existing laws regardpunishment, there will either be no significarffatience to
the no. of household violence against females trwia significant decrease.

H.: By the reforming of the existing laws regardingnjshment, there will be a significant increaséhi no. of
household violence against females.

Hypothesis-03

Ho: By taking shelter of law of a woman, there willher be no significant difference to the no. oubehold
violence against females or will be a significaaeticbase.

H.: By taking shelter of law of a woman, there wi# b significant increase to the no. of househodtdevice
against females.

Hypothesis-04

H,: By giving punishment the offender with imprisonmhdor seven years with fine for hurt wife by beati
there will either be no significant difference teetno. of household violence against females of lval a
significant decrease.

H. By giving punishment the offender with imprisormhdor seven years with fine for hurt wife by beat
there will be a significant increase to the nohofisehold violence against females.
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Table -06: Summary tale from SPSS, representing thieypotheses

Hypotheses Degree of Level of | Calculated ** | Particular Significance
freedom confidence value “value/Table
value
Hypothesis-01 1 95 % 82.172(a*) 3.841 .000
Hypothesis-02 1 95 % 66.113(a**) 3.841 .000
Hypothesis-03 1 95 % 81.264*+¥) 3.841 .000
Hypothesis-04 1 95 % 12 561+ [3.841 .000

a* Ocell (0.0%) have expected count less than & mmimum expected count in 16.18
a ** 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less thahh® minimum expected count is 14.05
a*** 0 cells (.0%) have expected count less thaiile minimum expected count is 12.42
a**** ( cells (.0%) have expected count less tlhamhe minimum expected count is 18.73

The table-06 reveals that calculatédvalue is greater than particulsr value/table value for the
hypotheses 01 to 04. Therefore, the alternativeotihgses can be accepted by rejecting the null hgges.
Therefore, the no. of household violence againstafes will be increased also after proper impleingn&
reforming of existing laws regarding punishmenking shelter of law of a woman and giving punishirie
offender with imprisonment for seven years wittefior hurt wife by beating.

11. Conclusion

In the present time, violence against femalesds ax new concept. It may be seen either in the [fami
environment or outside of it. In Bangladesh, in tamily environment females face various types iofence
such as physical and mental torture, verbal abtesebat still now maximum people including educatdass
don’t consider verbal abuse as a violence rathey think that physical and mental torture are ideldi in
violence. Through this study, it is revealed thatbal abuse is also violence against females artitylar law
should be made regarding it. In the study areat mbthe respondents view those main causes ofeimmlid
violence. Moreover, because of social system, philgi weak, dependent on husband, socio-economic
backwardness or poverty, dowry, lack of educatipatriarchal dominant or establishment of domination
difference in perception and so on, household wide against females is happened in the family
environment.Thus, Govt. has to take proper stepntpower females by making them educated and ergagin
them in income generating activities. Again, itrige that there are various laws regarding house¥iolence.
But many people don't know about them and even tdknbw which things are included in the laws and
considered as advertisements of these laws. Me&mwhost females didn’t want to take shelter of laecause

of combination of various reasons such as fear fimther violence, fear of public disgrace, sosaturity and
family status, lack of education about laws etoefEfore, Govt. has to provide assurance those &nvetho take
shelter of law, will not be harassed not only ir ttamily but also in the society. Moreover, mosttié
respondents think that it is needed to reform thistieg laws and in this regard some suggestions lsame out
such as establishment of the equal right of huslawldwife on children, up-to-date the laws, implatagon of
laws by state intervention, constructing laws bkirtg public reaction, increasing advertisement afd by
medias to make awareness about laws and righteroélés, to make the judicial process faster anikreas
keeping laws free from political and administratimuences, enduring females’ security who takelten of
law and taking corrective steps alongside laws.vé@can come to a decision that alongside the iahas to
ensure the proper implementation of these lawsoftlusion, we can say that the perception of éspandents
accentuated the present problem as it has confeomatthe civil society. Therefore, it may help th@vernment

in making and implementing policy regarding houdéhiolence and can also be an amazing researataip

the scholars of sociology.

11.1 Recommendations

From the above discussion, we recommend thatabes including educated class should keep kngeled,
should be awareness and obey the existing lawsdiegapunishment for household violence againstaies
and also the government has to update the lawsdingao running situation and has to implementoéllaws
regarding punishment. The government should alke #gpropriate initiatives to make awareness antbag
mass people about existing laws and effectivendssugh mass media, posturing, leaflet and so on.
Concurrently the human rights organizations of toeintry should give proper legal support and/oseai
awareness about laws among the females who aregfaeivere household violence inside and outsideshés

a result, this social problem may be stopped.
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