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Abstract

The article focuses on the activities of the Sewvetaty Adventist (SDA) Church at Asante Bekwai, gudar
traditional township in Ashanti Region of Ghana.istbrical documents such as archival data from iPubl
Records and Archival Administration (PRAAD) Offioe Kumasi, files at SDA Educational Unit, Kumasigl
books and board of governors’ meeting minutes aies&DA Schools in Ashanti constituted the majorrces
of information for the study. Secondary sourceduiding books, scholarly writings and oral interviewith
persons of considerable knowledge about the eatlyittes of the Mission were also utilised to awugrhthe
discussions. The major findings of the study weet the SDA Church at Asante Bekwai utilized theofarable
local conditions there to promote theological stgditeacher and secondary education; contingernthen
philosophy of idealism, which largely stressed asrahdevelopment and character training. Howefieancial
difficulties, which impeded the provision of adetpinfrastructure and other educational equipmewtre the
major obstacles which confronted the educatioffakts of the Mission during the period. It wastafore
anticipated that the Church from 1955 onwards waeake measures to surmount the challenges.
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1. Introduction

The paper generally examines the educational esvof the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) MissiorAsante

Bekwai, Ghana, from 1932 to 1957. It specificdlbiguses on the factors for the movement of the ionss

headquarters from Asante Agona to Asante BekwaiSthA Mission and the Asante Bekwai state relatems
the initial attempt by the Mission to expand andsmiidate its educational and evangelistic acésitht Asante
Bekwai. Also discussed are the challenges thatrooteéd the Mission during this early period ofdéttucational
provision and practice at Asante Bekwai.

2. Background to the Study

Christianity was introduced into modern Ghana i lLdvhen Portugal, the first European country ommdo

have explored the coast of modern Ghana, introdtivedCatholic form of Christianity into Elmina, aastal
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town, near Cape Coast in the present Central RegioBhana (Antwi, 1992). Even though the Portuguese
Catholics and their chaplains at EImina made sotteenats to convert the indigenous people into Gangy
and established the first school in the countryutempy known as the Castle School in 1529, suchngbts
eventually proved futile (Odamtten, 1978). The iBhf the Dutch and the Danes who arrived in thentry
after the Portuguese also tried to popularize @angy and formal education in their various cestland
environs, yet their efforts in both areas, apanrfithe British who achieved some measure of suceess also
generally unsuccessful. This was due to the faat these early European nationals did not conw tim
country as missionaries and professional educdtorsas merchants who virtually devoted all theneiand
attention particularly to gold and ivory trade. Alghle records indicate that vigorous evangelisiicd
educational activities started in the country ie tharly part of the nineteenth century when theisttan
missionaries arrived in the country. The Basel iois&ries who arrived in 1828, for the first timegved away
from the coastal region and introduced Christiaaityl formal education into the interior part of twuntry,
stressing on technical/ vocational education (Fp4@65). Wesleyans who arrived in the countrit&35 also
engaged in vigorous evangelistic and educationtities both at the coast and interior part of twntry
placing much premium on literary/academic and femadlucation. The Catholics re-emerged in 1880 and
enthusiastically pursued their educational and gebstic objectives throughout the country focugsim both
the intellectual and technical/vocational education

The Seventh-day Adventist church (SDA), one of gieneer missionary bodies in the country was first
introduced to the coast of modern Ghana in 188%¢®b-day Adventist Encyclopaedia, 1976). The ahiti
avenues by which the early converts in the countégeived the Adventist faith in 1888 were tractsl an
magazines which provided some synopsis of the fsetié the Church. It is noteworthy that, prior ttoe
introduction of the Adventist Mission into the cdryn the early converts of the Mission, were algead
acquainted with Western formal education. Theingsition of literacy thus became a useful facilityterms of
understanding and appreciating the content of thar&’'s tracts. It is in vein that credit thus gdesthe
Wesleyan Mission, whose earlier educational effaltég the coast of modern Ghana from 1835 (McWfilli&
Kwamena-Poh, 1975) onwards possibly equipped theammverts with rudimentary skills in literacy. @ty
after the acceptance of the Adventist faith by e¢hearly converts, the first missionaries from tHeu€h's
headquarters in America, namely, Edward L. Sanévd Karl G. Rudolf arrived at the coast of modehafa
in 1894 to formalise the activities of the convebig way of church organisation (Seventh-day Adwnti
Encyclopaedia, 1976).

Records indicate that, in spite of the tirelesordf of the Adventist missionaries and the locatvests to
popularise the Church along the Ghanaian coastmugh was achieved, and it was not until 1914, wien
church was introduced to Asante [Ashanti] regiothia interior part of Ghana, that some successdsyiins of
Church growth consolidation and educational provisivas chalked. (Debruner, 1967). In Asante, thenag
township, a famous traditional centre, served as fitst headquarters of the Church in 1914 andfiitd
nationally recognised educational institution watablished there in the same year (PRAAD. Arg./41Gold
Coast Mission of Seventh-day Adventist. G.157/191Kpwever after consolidating the Church’s positiaf
Agona- Asante and its environs for close to twoadies, the leadership of the church, by early 198tited its

attention to another important traditional townslnp Asante, namely, Bekwai. Since then Asante Békwa
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became the strategic location of SDA Mission atiigj particularly in terms of education and catlerefore be
described as the “veritable citadel” for entire etional network of Ghana Adventism. For examplaemgas
Agona SDA Mission and its environs had only prindalgmentary school by early 1960s, the Asante Bekwa
had post elementary institutions in the form ofalbgical seminary, teacher training college anceeoadary
school, apart from numerous elementary schoolhi@tsame time. These institutions there really esbras
pacesetters or “light bearers” for almost all thtet educational institutions established in thenty by the
Mission long after the attainment of independemcthé country.

3. Statement of the Problem

The role of Christian missionaries in the developtref Western formal education in modern Ghana ctbe
overemphasized. Recognizing the pivotal role #tatcation could play in the processes of evangdaizand
social amelioration, the various Christian missiog® including the Basel,, Wesleyan, Catholicnfraé828
onwards, established schools in respective areasrufentration. Among other things, the schoolsiirably
promoted the acquisition of literacy, inculcatiohnaorality and equipped it beneficiaries with vamyidegrees
of employable skills through their vocational praigrmes. It is noteworthy that one missionary bodictvihas,
since its inception into country contributed sfigraintly towards the development of education ime@a is the
SDA Church, particularly at the early stages (@giren & Sarfo,2014). However the treatment of @raurch’s
educational activities in the country by writerslieeen sporadic and largely incoherent. Owusu-MgIG2805)
classic volume on Ghana SDA, though makes someergfes to the early provision of education by thercCh,
such references could not be said to have typieaihed at providing a detailed and systematic aucofithe
aspects of education provided and the circumstanteshich such educational efforts were carried. out
Debrunner’s (1965) mentioning of how the SDA ediatst activities started in Ghana is so scanty spatadic
that any detailed assessment of the rationale cespéeducation promoted and challenges of SDA&inal
activities cannot be based on it. Other educatibistbrians in Ghana such as Foster (1965); Grali®ml);
MacWilliam and Kwamena-Poh (1975); Antwi (1992) mlat mention anything about the educational acésiti
of the SDA Church. There is therefore the needrigage in some detailed discussions of the eduedtion
activities of the Church particularly rationaledaaspects of education provided, utilization afdial church
and state relationship and the challenges thataotefd it from 1932 to 1955.

4. Objectives of the Study

The main objectives of the study were to:

a. discuss the factors for the movement of the SDAsMis from Asante Agona to Asante Bekwai;
b. examine the SDA Mission and the Asante Bekwai Sttgions;

c. analyze the aspects of education provided by v Bission at Asante Bekwai; and

d. examine the challenges to the SDA Mission’s edooatiactivities at Asante Bekwai

5. Significance of the Study
The significance of the study stems from the fhat,tit can motivate the SDA Church to criticallkaenine its
role in the provision of education in the countayyd most importantly take pragmatic measures td with

challenges that continue to emerge from its edocatiefforts. The study further underscores th@tai role
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that missionary bodies, the SDA in this contextyehplayed in consolidating and expanding accedsrtoal
education in Ghana through the utilization of locainditions. Education policy makers could therefor
strengthen linkages with Church and replicate fitatsgies deemed to be useful in contemporary timis
further elucidates the point that the successfplémentation of any educational policy is largebpntingent on
multiple factors, foremost among which, is the eswiment/social conditions in which a system of edion is
provided; underscoring the point that communityoirrement in successful implementation of an edocati
policy is indispensable. Fullan (1991) emphasikés fact, which had already been experienced bySBA
Church half a century before, in this way: “boamfsd communities, if ignored, can also bring an émd
innovations adopted without their informed consépt244).

6. Methodology of the Study

An analytical review of relevant archival materislad documentary evidence on the subject matter was
undertaken. The archival materials reviewed thhoud the study were derived from Public Records and
Archival Administration Department (PRAAD) Ghanajueational records of the Ghana SDA Mission, and
some official documents obtained from SDA schoalsAsante. Personal interviews were also conduicted
2002 with five people. Those selected for therinésvs were experienced members of the SDA Churabst

of them were eye-witnesses of events discusseckeriexeed pastors and evangelists/teachers of thecElwho
were present at the time of the events were alssutted. In addition, a sub chief at the Asantevizgkpalace
who benefited from the Mission’s educational atidg at Asante Bekwai in the 1930s were interviewadll
five people were interviewed. Information gathefeaim the interview sessions was used in supporthef
documentary evidence to enhance thematic anal/tie alata.

7. The Propelling Factors for the Movement from Agoa Asante to Bekwai Asante

The growing urge to move the headquarters of SDAr€&hfrom Agona Asante to Bekwai Asante in 1932 was
translated into reality by one of the indefatigapleneer missionaries of the church in Ghana, JEifierd.
Three major propelling factors largely accounted tfas historic movement. The first factor whichutw be
described as the most precipitant of all was qguiieresting and worthy of critical analysis. Onadition has it
that between 1931 and 1932, some misunderstandipgped up between Jesse Clifford, the residentiomasy

at Agona and some traditionalists at Agona Asawmér the felling down of a tree, namely, “Onyina Bygong”

by the former to enable him put up a mission buoigd{Asare, 2002). The tree was believed to havegssed
some great supernatural and mystical powers andthvemsfore regarded as a deity by the indigenouplpe
The name of the tree translated into English mé&ansighty tree” It was highly revered and treated with
profound dignity. Its felling by the Adventist rsisnary was not taken kindly at by some sectionshef
traditional believers. Even though the conflict wasolved and peace was restored, Clifford wasedjgmsive

of the continued existence of peace at Agona #fteincidence and therefore left for Bekwai. Tisident was
typically a case of conflict of cultures and cothlave potentially undermined the survival of therchuin the
country. Clifford’s action at Agona in pulling do the ‘sacred’ tree of the local people could dédygbe
interpreted as a sign of the mistrust that mostimmaries at the time held for traditional cultared all that it
stood for.

It was also possible that Clifford’s intension wad to downgrade the cultural orientation of tleeple, but to

create space for the development of the missionniothing could have prevented him from engaging in
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comprehensive consultation with the local peoplehtove built a consensus. On the other hand, the
traditionalists should have recognised the fact ¢imee the land containing the “Onyina BrempongsJeased

to the church by the traditional authority, theraswio way anybody, apart from the leadership ofMrssion,
could have determined the direction of the physitealelopment of the land. Whatever the case, itclear to
Clifford and his entourage that the misunderstagdind the ensuing rift was not going to augur tedl for the
cordiality that the Mission had enjoyed, all thikilg, from the Asante Agona state. Strategicdlljfford and

his team started looking for some other placessame where they could move the headquarters dflisson.

It is however significant that the departure offfdlid and his entourage did not negatively afféet thurch and
the school at Agona. Missionaries like F.L. stekel J.H Fielding continued to nurture the evangelisnd
educational activities of the Mission there.

The second factor which occasioned the movementth@strategic position of Asante Bekwai in ternfis o
“good rail, road and postal communication” (Seveadly Adventist Encyclopaedia, Revised, 1976, p.5T8

rail line from Sekondi-Tarkoradi in the Westerngia of Ghana, through Bekwai to Kumasi made Bekwai
easily accessible, either from the coastal paghefcountry or from the interior, Kumasi (See fig, The

missionaries of the Church therefore found it nemevenient to stay at Asante Bekwai.

Figure 1: Part of the map of Ghana showing theegjia location of Asante Bekwai in Ghana: connegtime

interior part of Ghana to the coastal part.
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The third factor and the most significant factodha do with the ‘crusading’ zeal of the church.vitg
concentrated the mission’s activities at the narthgart of Asante (Agona area) for close to two adies,
moving downward to the southern part of the regi@s considered more strategic and feasible, ins&rthe
expansion of evangelistic and educational endeavofithe Mission. The Asante Bekwai township, beimg
traditional capital of Amansie district, became tlomvenient choice for the spread of the Adveffdigh (Asare,
2002).

8. The SDA Mission and Asante Bekwai State Relatisn

The settlement of a group of people on an entidéiigrent location generally elicits initial re#&mns which,
could be aptly described as cultural shock anduralltethnocentrism. According to Neubeck and Glagbe
(1996) “when our unconscious expectations for beEhavare suddenly violated, we experience cultural
shock”(p.106). The above authors also define ethmimism as a phenomenon “in which one’s own culisre
held to be the standard against which all othetupes are evaluated” (p. 107). A group of peopla iforeign
land, for whatever reasons, could experienceulltshock when their expectations of the behavenadl
actions of the local people are not readily metthie same vein, the local people could also sapgiointed and
go through utter frustration about the unexpecteldaiour of a visiting group and both situati@esild be
reflective of cultural ethnocentrism may creatéagonistic feelings between the local people (ied&s) and
the visiting group (foreigners). Thus, the phenoaef cultural shock and cultural ethnocentrismemimot
properly controlled, could threaten mutual co-estise and hamper positive rapport between two @llyur

distinct groups of people living in the same enwirent.

The arrival of the Adventist Missionaries at Asamekwai, however was not greeted with the hostility
associated with the phenomena of cultural shockcaitdral ethnocentrism. Available information iodie that
when the Adventist missionaries under the leadpershi Clifford arrived at Asante Bekwai in 193Zhey were
warmly received by the chief, Nana Kwame Opoku {(®seadwo, 2002) and it appeared that the excessés
cultural shock and cultural ethnocentrism did resturrect because the people of Asante Bekwai werady
acquainted with the activities of missionariegtia locality particularly the Wesleyans whose wprkceded
the Adventists. Debrunner (1967) has explainetidheing this period, “Agona was an important S.[3tAtion,
and so was Bekwae[ Bekwai], where the Methodisteevadso strong and where later the Presbyteriadsaha
pastor’s station also” (p.312). The Wesleyan Missior example had established an elementary scheod,

which had become famous in the locality (Kyei, 2002

The Asante Bekwai community might have recognizedlfositive contributions of the Methodists edwradi
enterprise there and felt that the presence of $I& also bound to expand the community’s educdtiona
activities. The chief, Nana Kwame Poku temporaaitgommodated Clifford and his people at a cocea st
“Pramso”, a section of the towfiNana Dabehene, 2002). After the peaceful settiem@lifford and his
entourage were faced with the onerous respongilafispreading the Adventist faith at Asante Bekaad its
environs (See fig.2) and at the same, time expanthe educational activities of the mission, whictd already

started at Asante Agona.
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MAP OF AMANHSIE BAST SHOWING FERWILI = ESHANTI

Figure 2: Map showing Asante Bekwai and its engr(istrict):
9. Initial Settlement of the SDA Mission at Asantd8ekwai
Clifford and his team started their missionary/eyelistic work at Asante Bekwai, by engaging in ‘Betto-
house visitations’, using picture rolls and othesiching materials to explain the Adventist fornCiiristianity
to the people. What particularly promoted theiridgiiés were the free basic medical and sanitamyises
provided by the wife of Clifford to the communitiNg¢na Dabehene, 2002). As a result, the Adventith fa
became popular and upon a request by Clifford fpieae of land to put up a mission station, a gastch of
land, traditionally known as “Asoeso” on the eastpart of the town was released to them by thefchana
Opoku ( Nana Dabehene, 2002). It is noteworthy, tha this time, the importance of formal educattoad
become so obvious to the people, and they were miliag to assist in any attempt to provide suah a
education. With financial support from the Genetanference of the SDA Church in the United States o
America, Clifford put up a mission station and adlogical/ teacher training school at Asante Belaaing the
period. Evidently the kind gesture shown to thevétists missionaries by the chief and his peos lound
to contribute greatly to the socio-economic develept of the Asante Bekwai township and its enviroiitie
tireless services rendered by Clifford in partic@ad the missionaries who come after him accougtedtly for
the initial success of the Mission’s premier ingtdn at Asante Bekwai. Clifford might have leahig lessons
from the Agona incidence and was ready to empl@jodiacy and tact as basis of his relationship i
people. His wife’s free medical services also engtdhe Adventist workers to the hearts of manysdnte

Bekwai.
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10. Aspects of Education Promoted by the SDA at Aste Bekwai
It is also worthy to note that the SDA Mission,ahghout the period of study, was consistent irofeihg the
established educational principles it set for fts€hese principles have been summarized in thieviahg
words:

True educational meansarthan a pursuance certain

course of study. It mearwre than a preparation for

the life that is now. $tthe harmonious development

of the physical, mentatlapiritual powers. It prepares

the student for the joysefvice in this world and the

higher joy of wider serwim the world (White, 1903.p.13).
The Church’s position on what constituted the lf@sh of educational instruction has been summarased

follows:

The true teacher is ndisfiad with second-rate
work. He cannot be contgith imparting to them
only technical knowledgéth making them clever
accountants, skilful sais, successful tradesmen.
It is his ambition to pie them with the principles
of truth, obediencenbaor, integrity and purity-
principles that will makhem a positive force for the
stability of society (W 1903. pp. 29-30).
The principles inherent in the above passages diszetly in consonance with the philosophy of id&al which
stresses on intellectual/spiritual developmentrattar training and strict adherence to moral \alsech as
truth, obedience, honour, integrity and purity. Téhealist always looks beyond the physical andntiagerial self
and places premium the transcendental, metaphyasichlethereal world of ideas, thoughts and consoiess
(Akinpelu, 1972). Man’s life therefore is an upwaattiving to imitate the perfect and impeccableurabof God
or the supernatural order. The ancient Greek phjlber and educator, Plato, who could be descrisethe
father of idealism insisted on the training of thend more than any other human faculty. Platooadted for
education which concentrated on the developmettheinind, realization of self and formation of wwhile
human characteristics. According to Rusk (196%t{d™ position that “nothing must be admitted tueation
which does not conduce to the promotion of virtp’l5) is a strong indication of his idealistic rforof
education. To give practical expression to thdsalistic principles at Asante Bekwai, the SDA Nbsshighly

promoted religious and moral education as discubsémlv;

10.1 The Adventist Theological Seminary and Teath&ining Centre at Asante Bekwai

One nagging problem that hampered the smooth dewelot of the Asante Agona-area schools of the Afilsten
Mission was the lack of adequate number of trait@thers to handle the basic schools of the Chunoti;
because Clifford had stayed at Asante Agona forestime, it appeared that he appreciated the enpwohithe
challenge and took pragmatic measures to deal ivithAt Asante Bekwai, therefore, Clifford decidéd

concentrate on evangelist/teacher education. @Qoestly, the first educational institution he ppt at Asante
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Bekwai “began as a six to nine months’ basic evhstgetraining for capable national workers” ( ®ewh-day
Adventist Encyclopedia, 1976. P.1333). These grdieid “national workers” of the Church were alspexted

to serve as teachers for the schools of the Missimady in Agona Asante and its environs. Assaltesome
general methods of teaching particularly at thenpri level were taught at the school. The estavlent of the
theological seminary to train evangelists and teesHor the SDA Mission’s educational efforts ataAte
Bekwai was not the first of its kind in the countty is significant that the first recognized teachraining
institution in the country was established by thas® Mission at Akuapim Akropong in 1848 to train
evangelists and teachers for the Mission (Fost®65)1 Six years before the Wesleyan Mission undev. R
Thomas Birch Freeman had established similar in&iit in Accra with Rev. Shipman as the first Pijrat but
had an ephemeral life-span (McWilliam & Kwamena-Pt#i75). The SDA Mission’s attempt therefore cdugd
said to be a replication of what had existed before

Undoubtedly, the establishment of the theologieahimary by the SDA Mission was strategically usegursue
its objectives of spreading the Adventist faithaim area where the Wesleyans had had quite a laligavihg
and then move to other parts of the country. Iiddie said that the concentration on evangelistiming was
no doubt aimed at producing highly motivated andathyp upright people, who could effectively engaige
teaching activities and spreading of the Advertigtssage in the country based on the Mission’s ist&al
philosophy as explained above. It is reported efcample, that students from the seminary depantrofen
woke up at 4.00 am to conduct evangelistic campaign the nearby villages (Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopedia, 1976). Kyeremeh (2002) has also esipéd that:

all students, at the time were requtredttend Sunday Evening
Bible Studies, Wednesdagtting Prayer sessions, Friday Bible Studies
programme, Saturday Morning worship and SaturdagrAbon religious
programmes. These programmes were offered to peomotal uprightness
among the students. Some of the students wereatleaved to lead in some
of these religious activities to serve as role ntetietheir colleagues.
He further explained that:
various groups in the SERurch, such as Choir, Missionary Volunteer
(now Adventist Youth Setyi), Temperance Society, Stewardship
Society and Lay Activiti8sciety were formed in the SDA institutional
churches at Asante Bekiwairepare the students for effective adult lives.
In addition, strict supision of students’ behaviour were also put in plac

to control the excesard generally, it worked well.

Undoubtedly, the Mission’s accentuation on moralcadion could be said to be a significant develapmethe
Adventist Mission’s educational endeavours and dobk a shining example for other stakeholders in
educational provision to emulate especially in eamorary times. Training people to acquire good decknt
habits, and to eschew immoral behaviours coulddie t® be the foundation of social cohesion andeiased

prosperity.
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It must be mentioned that the timely arrival of @és A. Bartlett in 1939 from the United Kingdom #e
Principal and a teacher further contributed to dtemdy development of the institution (Seventh-Adyentist
Encyclopedia, 1976) which was later transformeth&first nationally recognised teacher trainingtitation by
the Adventist Mission in the country as a consetugon new developments in the training of teachethe

country.

10.2 The 1937 National Education Committee ancEstablishment of Asante Bekwai SDA Training College
It is important to note that it was at this permftthe School’s existence that the British colomidministration
in the country set up a National Education Committe1937 to recommend proper ways of funding etimca
without causing harm to the provision of other sms. (McWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 1975). Furthermattes
Committee was further tasked “to hold a generalergvof the country’s educational policgfcWilliam &
Kwamena-Poh, 1975. p.71) and to this Committees thsk was entrusted. Even though the report of the
Committee delayed, it was eventually submitted 941 (McWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 1975). In all, three
main recommendations were made in the reporteoCthmmittee. The first one dealt with teacher trejinThe
second one considered the setting up of a perm&emtal Advisory Committee (C.A.C) to plan educail
policy in the country, and the third one concemttlabn the setting up of District Education Comneisteinder
the chairmanship of District Commissioners. Forghepose of this write up, the first recommendatiauld be
further analyzed.

It is noteworthy that the training of adequate nemtif teachers in this country, right from the gathges of the
missionary educational endeavours, till the eafds was not all that smooth, as there were igade
teacher-training facilities throughout the countgyen though the establishment of Akropong Trair@iailege
by the Basel missionaries in 1948 at Akuapim Akmpo(Foster, 1965) Accra Training Institution byeth
colonial government in 1909, Wesley College in Kgimlay the Colonial Government in 1934d Achimota
College in Accra by the Colonial government in 19@cWilliam & Kwamena-Poh,1975, Foster,1965)
somehow mitigated the challenge, there was stidick of adequately trained teachers to handlerifieg
number of primary schools in the country by thed®3 Consequently, the Education Committee of 18ade
a strong recommendation that, “a two-year couradifgy to a Teacher’'s Certificate B should be inticet, in
addition to the existing four-year course, whichswa lead to a Certificate A” (McWilliam & KwamerReh,
1975). Apart from the production of more teachersirelatively short period, the recommendation aias
aimed at meeting “the demands of efficiency andarfoe” (McWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 1975.p.71).
Eventually, the recommendation received the appraivine government and all stakeholders of thecatianal
enterprise in the country were consequently, eraged to implement the new policy. The SDA Missiwhijch
had already begun the teacher/evangelist trainioggss at Asante Bekwai, strategically, utilizeel dldvantages
inherent in the recommendations of the Committesk teansformed the theological institution into dioally
recognized two-year Certificate B Teacher-Train@gurse in 1945. It is on record that, it was ofi¢he first
Teacher Training colleges in the country to hawetstl this programme (Odamtten, 1976).

The first batch of students who started this coorsdanuary 26, 1945 in the College was composéé ofiales
(Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia, 1976). Tworgdater, that is, 1947, three female students wdmitted
into the College. In 1948, the colonial governmaumthorized the College to provide a further tworyteaining
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course leading to Certificate A for those who h&eaaly received their Certificate B (Seventh-dayvéutist
Encyclopedia, 1976)By these policies of the colonial government (apprdor two-year Certificate B course
and authorization on another two-year Certificatecirse), the Asante Bekwai SDA teacher trainindege
was fully recognized as one of the government tegbisolleges in the country. Significantly, whilbe College
was undergoing all these changes and modificatibedeadership of the Adventist Mission did noamadbon the
notion of training national workers for the missaoy and evangelistic activities of the churchslhbteworthy
that the evangelistic (seminary) department ofdtieool was not discarded but continued to exist big side

with the Teacher-training department.

10.2.1Expansion of the Curriculum of the Training College

It seemed that the conditions at Asante Bekwai werpropitious that, the mission considered it ppostunity
to entrench its activities by expanding the culacwf the College to ensure its continuous survival
Consequently, technical education in the form oftprg was started in 1950 at the College. (Offafethe
Regional Manager of SDA Educational Unit, Kumasgie AN0.135.TC.2/SDA/Vol. June, 1972)Two main
objectives were provided for the establishmenhefgrinting department. Firstly, it was to equip beneficiary
students (who were not necessarily in the traiiodpge department or in the seminary but devotddestists)
with employable skills in order to live meaning&rid economically independent lives after traintagcondly, it
was aimed at helping the church to print religionaterial in the local language for the benefit atich
members (Kyeremeh, 2008spectively. The inclusion of the Printing Dep@nt and its two-fold benefit to
the College’s curricula could be said to be in tuvith pragmatist educational philosophy. which stes on
practical effects of intelligence and utilizatiohideas to solve socio-economic challenges (Studf®4). Apart
from Printing the Mission’s literature at a posgilbwer cost and on time to facilitate the quickes of the
Adventist message to other parts of the countrgisib had the capacity of creating employment dpipdties in
the country, as some of the beneficiary studentddcbe employed in the services of the Mission atiter
organizations in other parts of the country.

Undoubtedly, the Asante Bekwai college was by 18B§ing an important role in the growth and devetept
of the Church especially within the locality. It svgroducing teachers and church workers for thadste
development of the Agona-area schools and the mew founded within the Asante Bekwai community.

In addition, one main advantage derived from #aeher-training department was that most of itslypcts were
employed to teach in the elementary schools ofCtherch. The Agona and Asamang S.D.A schools were th
most important beneficiaries. On the™2auly, 1947, six teacher-trainees were, for exangeet to the Agona
S.D.A Mission Infant/Junior School to do their thang practice there. The names of the teacherstlaid

respective classes they handled are listed below:

(1) Emmanuel K. Boamah (T.2 - Standard llI
(2) Edmund K. Ansong (T.1) - Standard Il
(3) Nathaniel K. Gyimah (T.1) - Standard |
(4) James K. Asare (T.1) - Class Il
(5) Peter Ofori Amoako (T.1) - Claks

(6) Isaiah F. Agyei (T.1) - Class|
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Source: Log Book. Agona-Asante Seventh-day Adgemiimary School, January, 1947

By 1957/58 academic year, available records inditiat about ten elementary schools had been isstadhlby
the Adventist Mission, in the Bekwai locality. Somkthese schools were Bekwai S.D.A Primary anddiéid
Schools, Fereso Il (Korkyekrom) S.D.A Primary, Msu S.D.A. Primary, Edubia United (S.D.A and
Methodist) Primary, Dominase S.D.A Primary. (SDAuUEdtional Unit, Kumasi. File N0.230- Constituencyda
Workers. Bekwai District Report, 1962/63. Ghanaditn Constituency Meeting. Techiman B/A)here is no
doubt that effective functioning of these schootsviighly attributable to the regular supply ofctears by the
Training College. In addition to the Training Cagée a secondary school was also established by
Church at Asante Bekwai and subsequent discussionkl focus on the rationale and circumstancesléubto
the establishment of the School..

10.3 The establishment of a Secondary School bidkentist Mission at Asante Bekwai

Having established a nationally recognized teatiaéming college to augment the Church’s educatieffarts,
the SDA Mission now under the leadership of A. diskard, turned its attention to the provision @eaondary
school, at Asante Bekwai. But before examiningdineumstances leading to the establishment of duo&dary
School, it would be appropriate to describe, byigfhe national scenario with regards to the piowisecondary
school education.

It is significant that secondary education in treurtry, during the period before independence, atags
foundational level. One would even say that nafimmnsciousness had started awakening. Even thdhgh,
history of secondary education in the country é&d¢able to 1876, when the Wesleyan Mission startbdy’'s
secondary school by name, Mfantsipim, at Cape Coatste Central Region of Ghana, followed by Adislad
school by the Anglican in 1910 still at Cape Co@étWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 1975, Foster, 1965), iasv
somehow unfortunate that by the early 1940s and B@phenomenal expansion of secondary educatidn ha
taken place particularly in the interior part oé ttountry.

The establishment of two female secondary educdtiostitutions, Wesley Girls High (1935) by the ¥l&yan
Mission and Holy Child (1946) by the Catholic Churall in Cape Coast, was a bold attempt to furthgrand
secondary education in the country but with a famugirls and concentration, still at Cape Coaslis€)(1999)
describes the situation, during the period, in thég/. “No quota system was instituted throughoet ¢blonial
era for the benefit of educationally neglected srmach as the northern part of the colony” (p.42i8.further
intimates that “gender, class, ethnic and geogcaphinbalances also remained” in the provisionefosdary
schools in the country (p.427). It is noteworthatt it was not until 1949, that the two most repis
Secondary Schools in Asante (situated in the novthart of the colony), namely, Prempeh College @pdku
Ware School, both in Kumasi and sponsored by théhist/Presbyterian churches and the Catholic €&hur
respectively, became government assisted andfttodlities enlarged (McWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 1975)
Under the national leadership of Dr. Kwame Nkrunia851-1966) positive steps were taken to address th
challenge, through the building of more secondahposls across the entire country via the Ghana &thral
Trust (GET) Programme (McWilliam & Kwamena-Poh, 597 It is on record that between 1951 and 1957 the
numbers of secondary schools in the country rasa ft2 to 38. In the midst of these national effaot expand
secondary education in the country, the SDA MissibAsante Bekwai, from 1950 onwards, also feltried

to focus on the provision of a co-educational sdecycle institution in the country. This need wasasioned
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by certain factors worth considering. In the fipkice, it was felt by the Mission that secondaryoadion was
crucial to both national development and the atipma of the Church. The versatile nature of theosdary
school curricula, which comprised the Liberal ABsjence and Vocational training, was consideretth@snost
vital ingredient for middle level manpower needsha country. Secondly, it was also consideredsbabndary
education was the most convenient and easiest ggt@ahigher (university) education. In particuliamas felt
that this type of education was very essentialtli@r provision of high calibre of leadership persarior the
Mission, who could effectively manage the prevailohallenges of the time (Mustard, 1952).

Thus, the President of the Adventist Missioncaionial Ghana, the (Gold Coast) in the late 198&stor
Gibson wrote a letter to the Department of Educatio Accra stating the Mission’s intention to start
Secondary School project on the same campus wétlraiming institutions, at Bekwai Asante (PRAADh&Ba.
ARG/13/1/31(4053/1732). Proposed Seventh-day AtisteBecondary School, Bekwai. p.4). In a replyg th
Assistant Director of Education for Asante, agreegrinciple with the proposed secondary schoojgmt but
objected to the proposed location of the schodlistmg that the school should be established awewral
ground or better still in a different town.

A meeting between the representatives of the SDésMn and the personnel from the Education Depattme
was convened to discuss, inter alia, a suitabdeaitiocation for the proposed secondary schogepto At the
meeting, the Assistant Director reiterated hisieagosition that the proposed secondary schoalldhoe sited

or located somewhere else, preferably, Agona omase where, according to him, the Mission “alrehdyg a
sphere of influence” (PRAAD. Ghana, ARG/13/1/31(80532). Proposed Seventh-day Adventist Secondary
School, Bekwai. p.4). The main argument of theigtast Director was that, putting both secondaryost
students and training college students togetheoma campus was bound to have negative effects ®n th
maintenance of discipline and stability. He strdssgther that, secondary school “pupils” have éotteated as
boys and training college students as men. He esigdth that “to attempt to do this in one and thmesa
institution is extremely different if not imposs#yl (PRAAD.Ghana, ARG/13/1/31(4053/1732). Proposed
Seventh-day Adventist Secondary School, Bekwa). p.5

In spite of these arguments, the leadership oCtmgrch insisted on establishing the secondary d@todsante
Bekwai on the same campus with the training colldgevas possible that the Mission took a cue fribma
establishment of Achimota college by the colonia&rnor, Sir Gordon Guggisberg in 1924 which far finst

two decades in its operation, “comprised a numibeiepartments from kindergarten to secondary, aoiding
teacher training and university classes”, (McWitli& Kwamena-Poh, 1975, p.61) and wanted to repdidain

a way. Again, it was possible that the generalfpket atmosphere at Asante Bekwai at the time cdupith
cordial state-church relations accounted for tiséstence of the Church to establish the secondeinpd there.

It would be recalled that a vast stretch of land bhlkeady been acquired by the Mission at Bekwaickvwas
also going to facilitate the unimpeded progresshef school. As a result of the disagreement, thsistant
Director informed the Mission not to anticipate gawnent’s financial assistance for the proposedddn the
near future and further advised that the Missiasughnot undertake “any premature, ill-advisedlleoiiganized
venture into secondary school.” (PRAAD.Ghana, ARZAI131(4053/1732). Proposed Seventh-day Adventist
Secondary School, Bekwai. p.5).
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In as much as the Assistance Director's argumeet® wound, in terms of difficulty in maintainingsdipline
over two different age groups of students understii@e roof, his rigid stance on the different lmrabf the
proposed secondary school, without which the ptpjechis own estimation, would be “pre maturedill-“
advised” and “ill-organized”, was most unfortunagspecially, when he intimated that, the Missioausth not
anticipate government’s financial assistance fer phoject. After all, successful maintenance otigige in
educational institutions does not wholly rest oa timiformity of students’ ages. It is possible swé a class full
of students with wide-age-disparities but then tbagy be controlled. Maintenance of discipline linfacets of
human life largely depends on tactfulness and dysrarof the ruling/administrative body. Secondly,mpinted
out already, the Seventh-day Adventist Mission was the first to have started the phenomenon; Aotam
College practised it for over twenty years, anddtked well. The Mission was therefore in a critisd@uation as
to the way forward particularly with regards to miiging sufficient funds for the establishment dfet
Secondary School at Asante Bekwai.

10.3.1 Fund-raising Activities by the members oASWission in aid of the Establishment of the AsdBa&wai
SDA Secondary School

At the beginning of 1952, a Constituency Meetinghpasing delegates from all SDA churches in thentoy
with majority of them coming from Asante was conedrat Asante Bekwai under the leadership of Pastor
Mustard. The main agenda of this meeting was tbpgwed secondary school project at Asante Bekwaitan
funding. In a circular issued after this historieeating, it was stated that delegates at the meeatiagimously
agreed on the need for a secondary school, natsngivotal role in the future development of theu@ih.
Delegates further endorsed the decision of theelesiip of the Church to situate the school at BélkiAgona-
Afamanaso SDA Primary School File, 1952.)

On the issue of funding the project, it was disetbshat the General Conference of the Church inUihiged
States of America had already provided some gifhohey to the West African Union Mission of the @huto
build a secondary school in Nigeria, and that aftegotiations with the Nigerian Mission of the Gtturan
agreement was reached to divide the money intodeumal parts for the two proposed secondary schiaols
Nigeria and colonial Ghana (the Gold Coast). Om $krength of this external financial assistanteyas
resolved at the meeting that an arrangement forilimoly more financial resources locally should et in
place. Consequently, a fund-raising committee cisimar 19 members, twelve (12) of whom, were lay hers
of the Church was constituted.

At its first meeting, the Committee assessed tked twst of the project and an estimated amourthiaf/-eight
thousand pounds (£38,000.00) was earmarked forptiogect (Agona-Afamanaso SDA Primary School
File,1952). Of this amount, the General Conferesicthe Church in the United States agreed to doraght
thousand pounds (£8,000.00) annually for two coutsex times (Agona-Afamanaso SDA Primary Schoe, Fi
1952.). This meant that by the end of 1953, theeG®rConference would have contributed an amousixbéen
thousand pounds (16,000.00) leaving an amount afntyvtwo thousand pounds (22,000.00) (Agona-
Afamanaso SDA Primary School File. 1952.)

This amount was agreed to be paid by the individuaibers of the colonial Ghana Mission of the Chufithe
Committee therefore recommended that each memlgtapaamount of £5.10.0 (pounds) over a periochda

years to take care of the remaining twenty-two sama pounds (£22,000.00) (Agona-Afamanaso SDA d&yim
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School File, 1952). It was further recommended ttwitless than eight thousand pounds, (£8,000.8Gaised

by the end of 1953 (Agona-Afamanaso SDA Primarlyost File, 1952). Consequently, all the districtete
Mission throughout the country were tasked to oigmarfworking bands” and “concerts” to raise funats i
addition to the contributions of individuals of tledividual members of the church. (Mustard, 195P)e
Committee further recommended that the Presidettieofdventist Mission in colonial Ghana, Pastorshéud
should take personal responsibility for the promof the Fund.

10.3.2 Formal Opening of the Asante Bekwai SDA B9 School in 1953 and its Initial Curricula

The opening of the school took place on the samgpua with the teacher-training college in 1953 urtte
leadership of the Principal of the Training Collegesubstantive headmaster, in the person of Nl&berly a
Briton was appointed in1956 to take over the adstiation of the school (Seventh-day Adventist Elmyedia,
1976). The initial student population was twentgmprising 19 boys and one girl (Seventh-day Adwnti
Encyclopedia, 1976). The curriculum of the schamisisted of Liberal Arts (English, History, andd@eaphy),
Bible knowledge, Domestic science, Technical drawiArt and Craft and Agricultural Science (Sevedédy
Adventist Encyclopedia, 1976). It must be menttieat during this time, the Printing Department dahe
Evangelistic Training sections were all activelydtioning and it was not until 1963/64 academicry&hen
these two departments were abandoned (Seventh-dagnfist Encyclopedia, 1976). In 1954, a concrete
storey-building housing five classrooms and anrmabbe hall and administration was put up. While gwhool
was progressing, a plan of adding one classroomyeyear was adopted, and it was hoped that the
implementation of the plan would result in the ptrenal expansion of the school.

10.3.3 The Philosophical Undergirding of the Bek®BIA Secondary School Curriculum

It is significant to emphasize that whereas theltgical/Teacher Training College was focussed mupcing
evangelists for the spread of the Adventist faitlishana and concurrently training professionaltieesfor the
Church’s basic schools at the time, the objectivia® secondary school was train local young petipkcquire

a versatile form of education to provide morfeetfve training for the promotion of evangetina and
teacher development in the Church ( Mustard, 19%8us, the initial curriculum of the School compr
Liberal Arts and Science/Technical Education wased at training high calibre of leadership and moisasry
personnel to be in charge of the general actividfethe Adventist Mission in the country. It is abte that the
type of spiritual and moral education which chagesed the theological/teacher training institutidso featured
prominently in the Secondary School’s co- curric@etivities during the period. The weekly spiritaativities

of the School which were composed of daily morndeyotion, Sunday evening Bible Studies, Mid-Week
prayer sessions on Wednesdays, Youth religiousvitesi on Fridays, Saturday Church Services were
compulsory for all students and in most of the pangmes, students were encouraged to lead and téke a
roles. Kyeremeh (2002) noted that these religactivities promoted peace and tranquillity in tlebheol as
students were largely obedient, tolerant and laidia). These idealistic values promoted alongside
academic and vocational training at the Secondahpd could be described as the type holistic etitucdhat
SDA Mission’s education policy endorses; a judisiocombination of idealist and pragmatist educationa

philosophies..
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11. Challenges to the Adventist Mission’s Educatial Activities at Asante Bekwai
The educational activities of the SDA Mission ire tAsante Bekwai township and its environs thougbeky
successful, were not without challenges and oletadlhe first challenge to the Mission on arrivatgBekwai
was how to popularize its doctrines and to convitheepeople to accept their version of Christiaaityg their
type of educational programmes. What might havesipbscompounded this challenge was the fact tlyahk
time the Adventist missionaries arrived at BekwailP32, other missionary bodies particularly thesi&zan
had already taken the lead and were firmly estabdisthere; implementing their educational policies
(Debrunner,1967). Though the chief of Bekwai, N&wame Poku, gave the Adventist missionaries a warm
reception, the onus was on them to prove beyondaiibts that they were interested in the welféith® people
particularly in the area of educational developmdntieed, Clifford and his family and the subseduen
missionaries worked assiduously to meet this egbiect and by the late 1950s, the Adventist MissibAsante
Bekwai had proven itself to be the pace-settersdoicational development in the Asante Bekwai logalsing
the Bekwai S.D.A. complex school as the hub oéd@scational programmes.
However, in the course of the Church’'s evangeliatid educational endeavours, another obstaclenafirfg
emerged. In spite of the financial assistance eff¢o Clifford for the establishment of the Migsigtation and a
school at Asante Bekwai in 1932, and more so, theust of money donated to the Secondary Schoo&Btroy
the General Conference, the mission’s educatiociites were saddled with financial difficultieshereby
affecting the provision of infrastructural faciés. It is said that due to an accommodation shertdge first
batch of students admitted into the teacher-trgirinllege for the two-year Certificate ‘B’ coursachto
complete the whole two-year course before anothtrhbof students was admitted to start the couksgd|,
2002).
In addition, it is recorded that about three yedtsr establishing the secondary school departnieatproblem
of staff accommodation still lingered on. Becau$ehds, it “proved difficult to attract qualifiedetichers and
debarred some who might otherwise (have) acceppgmbiatment to teach in the school” (Bekwai SDA
Secondary School Secondary School Log Book.1923. (still on inadequate infrastructure, the Heastaraof
the Secondary School in 1954 lamented thus,: “thex®a severe reverse caused by pupils learningdot of a
science graduate and lack of science teachingtfesil (SDA Secondary School. Secondary School Bogk.
1954. p.2.).
Recognizing the damaging effects of the infrastmadtdeficit on the Secondary School, the Actingdtent of
the Adventist Mission, now resident in Kumasi, Jar@ie Vetter, made a solemn appeal in 1954 to athbess,
pastors, evangelists, teachers and colporteuesafiitre evangelists) of the Church to come toittential aid of
the school. He wrote:

It is true we have fine classroom block for ourcsetary

school but we have a very great need of dormitpagcs.

Our facilities for feeding students are very inquite also.

There are nearly enough staff houses either. Gaatgst

need, however is dormitory space for the next y8&¥A

Secondary School. Secondary School Log Book, 1852.).
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The concluding part of his letter greatly undersdothe magnitude of the problem. He remarked, “Yea the
classroom block is now finished, but the big questis WHERE WILL THE STUDENTS SLEEP?"(SDA
Secondary School. Secondary School Log Book. 1852.)

Looking at the infrastructural situation of the @edary school, the question that comes to mindwiather the
Fund Raising Committee established for the schodldi52 functioned effectively or somewhere alorgy lthe,
there was failure on the part of church membersotatribute their quota financially towards the aij The
government too, at this time, was not committedassisting the school because it remained as atgriva
institution until 1958. Whatever the case waseihained that, the church had challenges to surmouterms

of providing adequate accommodation and decendersal facilities for the staff of the Secondaigh8ol, if it

was to make remarkable progress in the years ahead.

12. Conclusion

The eventual settlement of the SDA Mission at As@ekwai, in 1932 could be said to be the real dation of
the educational and evangelistic endeavours oMission in modern Ghana. Clearly such endeavourghby
Mission, as described above, were based on systeplanning and tenacity of purpose and the judisio
utilization of idealistic and pragmatic educatiopainciples to translate the vision of the Missiato practice.
Undoubtedly, the warm reception given to SDA misaides at Asante Bekwai by the traditional autlyosibd
the indigenous people was also accountable fosubeesses chalked by the Mission there.

The aspects of education promoted by the SDA Chatcihsante Bekwai, particularly moral and teacher
education at the initial stages and the seconddugation with its versatile curricula were attraetito the
people. Apart from the fact that, the instituticauipped the beneficiaries with moral and occupatickills,
they profoundly enhanced the status of the Asamewi township and its environs. It was one of tbe
places in the country which was privileged of havirachers trained on its soil, and at the same, tiraving
secondary school students trained there. Howeter,challenge of inadequate classrooms, dormitaies
laboratories as well as shortage of residentialities for teachers lingered on by the late 195Dise SDA
Mission therefore had to urgently surmount thalleimges in order to effectively realize its ediaal goals. A
study to throw light on what was done to overcohwdifficulties in the subsequent years could by wseful

and thus recommended.
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