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Abstract
Poverty alleviation and soceconomic development are crucial elements of tHiemmium development goals a
the recently launched vision 2030 by the Kenyanegoment, community tourism can play a significah towards
their realizationand improvement of the so-economic welfare of the communities living in ar@éth immense
tourism potential. The objectivesf this studywere therefore to find out how community tourism is hietpto
alleviate poverty, whether ther@ere chdlenges facing development of community tourism dmuv local
conmunity support and patrticipe in tourism. The information was obtained fratBC respondents, structured
guestionnaires were administered to 150 lresidents and 20 tourists, 10 managers &0 opinion leaders we
interviewed. The maifinding of this study shows thsmall and mediunourism enterprises create jobs through
this poor families get a source of earr. Insecurity also emerged to be another serious enopthe study revaled
that the Bukusu Community supports the idea of camity tourism and many are willing to take up rassbilities
like local guides and interpreteis. conclusion it was established thhe Bukusu region has a diversity of nat
based and cultureased attractions which if well developed can bedusealleviate poverty and improve sc-
economic conditions of the Bukusu pec¢. The proposed recommendation is thmabider to promote sustainal
tourism development, there is an urgent need fkstablishment of institutional and managerial decistrategie
(use of local resources, marketing use of tourism information centers) development.
Key words: Bukusu communityCommunity tourism, Poverty alleviationocio-economic developme.

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background of the study.

Kenya is an important international tourism degtoraaccounting for 6% of overseas visitors to édriSindiga,
(1999 states that until 1992, Kenya was the main tbdestination in the S-Saharan region wit782,000 arrivals.
The tourism industry provided, accordingSindiga, (1999 17,000 direct employment and 34,000 indirect jik
1994, which accounts for 11% direct employmenthef nodern wage employment sector in the col. However,
tourism activites are mostly concentrated at specific regionth®fcountry for example coastal region of Kenyal
the national games reserves; indicating lack oédiication and extension up to the community lev@eveloping
tourism up to community level wifacilitate economic empowerment of the locals alhelvate poverty that is
thorny issue particularly in the developing cowsdri Most communities in fact see tourism as adosss’ activity
and therefore do not fully participate in it, fronumerou studies, it has been realized that tourism haseat
economic and social force towards community develep. Bhatia, (1991)argues that the World ourism
Organization had estimated 415 million total worldivals in the year 1990, these tourists ho spend 230000
million US Dollars on accommodation, catering, lotransport and other goods and services. Accortiinthe
Western Economies Forecasting Associates, WEFAglrand tourism employs more that 101 million pex
around the globe, that isne out of every 16 workers, allesepoints to the fact that tourism today is a g
economic force, its status as a major economiwigicthas been well established by almost all thétona of the
word (Sindiga, 1999).
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Today, the benefits of tourisnreanot to be judged in terms of economic benefithe tourism has a wid
implication encompassing not only economic bendfitsalso social and cultural benefits as wellueTbenefits o
tourism can only be appreciated on a basis thaides all he above aspectth Kenya the Bukusu community h
vast potential tourism resources, the area hadapéar physical features and a beautiful landscampeposed ¢
farmland dotted by traditional houses; the Bukusagbe also still maintain their unic traditional culture such as
initiation, folk costume, music and custc. Theseresources if properly developed can alleviate pgvand
economic hardships which are evident in the

An attraction like Libale Lia Namakan (LLN) is a unique culturaidentity for the Bukusu Community and they .
the ones eligible to draw optimum gains from itf kthe reverse is true, indeed the area surrountdibgle Lia
Namakanda qualifies to be made a protected landemganized community tourism could be piced, tourism
that will allow for equitable allocation and useth& region’s natural resources. By directly beirafifrom such ¢
form of tourism, it is believed that the Bukusu coomity will not only empower themselves economigéilt alsc
reciprocag by policing the tourism resources abounding @irtarec

Service industry particularly community tourism Maffer an alternative way for the locals to me®it economic
needs and even expand their income base. It ingdyrdoelieved that througicommunity tourism, the cultur
practices that are on the verge of extinction b&lrejuvenated, but only if the benefits are real @ngible(Mckean,
1976) Additionally, the environment from which thisut@sm resources anchor will be given duention through
proper planning and management. This researchifidentourism attractions, activities and facilgiavailable fo
exploitation by the Bukusu community; it also exaed the soci-cultural and economic benefits that
community may devie and how community tourism can alleviate povetthg, study also looked at the challen
faced by the community in engaging in tourism, teégponsibilities of the various stakeholders and ke local
community participation can be enhanced, as F(2003) observes, communities only support developmen
which they are directly involved and feel part lbé tmainstrearrin spite of these tourism resources, no groug
ever been in charge of implementing organized souriwhat has been happeningr the past years and what t
study aimed at addressing is the totally unorgahfaem of tourism.

1.2 Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study wasfind out how community tourism is helping toesflate povertyamong the Bukusu
community in Kenyaghallenges facing community development and thérigarion of community torism support
and participation.

1.3. Research Questions
1. How does community tourisihelp in poverty alleviatio2?
2. What are the challengéacing development of community tism?
3. How does local communitiourism support and participate in community toufi

2.0 Literature Review
3.1. Existing and potential attractions of the Bukusu community.

Tourism development concerns a large, enough coluattractions and serviceo meet the needs and desire:
various travelers (markets). Attraction are thestripowerful components of the supply side of tourid.ave,
1990), they make up the emerging power unit oftthgism system. The market demand provides theh'pas
traveler movement, while attractions provide a majoll ((Gunn, 1994), durist attractions of the Buku:
Community are both natural and cultu The most outstanding natural attractions includel#imdscape sceneri
and forests, the natural attractions provide excellent opportunities for nature basexaa&tional activities such .
sight seeing, photography, mountaineering and itnagc

Libale Lia Namakanda (LLN)s a rock found in Bungoma District, Kanduyi Divisi and Mwikhupo st-location.

This isa tourism gold mine for the community, the rockvasats name from a Bukusu term meaning “Rocl
Namakanda”, the study demonstrates that LLN, gibiea forest of trees is a home for several marapzblace
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for worship and a place for cultural perfcances, the rock is a vein of life, the communitiesund depend on it fi
water because River Fuchani and Namasera well tireiwsources from it, there is what is believedbéoa lake ol
top and a dam, the dam served community water gmj@ the 190’s. Liable Lia Namkanda holds a divel
background, talent and knowledge of local peopieesihe pr-colonial period, despitthis, nobody has taken a keen
examination of its potential being tapped as aisbattractior

There are more than four cavén the rock, Liable Lia Namkanda offers an exiepatl observation point ¢
Bungoma town, a panoramic view of life in the \gés including the stunning and breathtaking riveoi sprear
out, in addition there is a wider variety of wifdliranging fom mammals such as the green vervet monkeys,as
for instance green mamba snakes, aquatic birds,hiams, terrestrial birds among others; in faa Bukust
community adjacent to Libale ascribes their farewility to LLN. For the Bukusu, the ck provides a place for
overnight cleansing of new initiates, the initia® expected to bath in the river before returrioghe, som
Churches use the rock to offer sacrifices to Gadl the worshipers believe that the sacrifices aceived by Goc
only if offered from hereOther natural attractions that support numerousigbactivities include Sang’alo Hil
Sikele Sia Mumia (another rock), Kimugui hills, Mkiupo falls, Vitenyo Makini herbal clinic forest,zNia Suga
Company, river valleys suas Kuywa(Simon Wanjala Local tourist guide).

Cultural attractions entail diversity in ways deli rites, languages, so-economic activities and general mate
cultures. Cultural attractions provide opportwestisuch as rural tourism or villacourism and agr-tourism; the
Bukusu community acknowledges that culture enabihesn to understand their history and evolution,iote
Bukusu cultural resources that were identifieduse in community tourism development inclt Architecture, this
covas the Bukusu traditional houses, the round grhasched houses and general rural setting of theus
community.

Music and dance, these include the musical folk twedcontemporary music, they are therefore ambegnios
popular activities, they areccasional and for specific events such as songmitation (circumcision), war, love
praise (politicians), greetings and work, more im@otly, singing acts as a mechanism of social robntlancing
always accompanies singing, it evokes fanciec erratic characteristics associated with spirit mpt, stylistic
devices used when dancing include movement of ttoellders, great rigor and node of the head coetioby
vigorous neck movements.. Tourists can be attraoyeithe way Bukusu traditior music and dance are staged,;
songs are educative and full of message, they calsll serve as a source of entertainment to thenconity. A
good example of a culturalance that was identified was amaeka” dance that is staged when the people ¢
community are in celebration.

Language, literature and study tours are other $asfrculture with a potential of attracting manuitists. Languag

is an indispensable tool for cultural transmissioig learnt culturally and culture is largely tat through language.
The Bukusu people speak “Lubukusu” and it is a Bdahguage that has similarities with other Bamtuglages

The old people who are rich and resourceful wita tistory of the “Omubukusu” could tell stories anide

narratives wtih are educative and Informative to the listenindi@nce The Bukusu traditional initiation ceremo

for men was realized to be one of the most attradictivities among the Bukusu community, theretoaditional

circumcision ceremonies if well devped and promoted for community tourism can attfcgreat number c

tourists both locally and internatione,( Sindiga, 1. 1999).

The Bukusu male circumcision is thought to havenbagapted from contact with the Kalenjin at Moutgds,
others argudowever that the presence of practice in order thiehother Luhya tribes indicates an earlier adop
before the Bukusu settled at Mt. Elgon in cerem®rfet were spaced about two years apart, young bbw
particular age (usually 15 years) of «on getting the gahead from their parents, invite relatives andhfigto thei
initiation, the initiation is a public event witreesd by all and going through the operation withghdwing any sigi
of pain is thought to be an indicator of bravefnce circumcised, an initiate becomes a member of angagep,
there are twelve age groups lasting for 8 yearse dine last age group has been reached, thesfire-started and so
on. For example the “Bachuma” age group lastechfi®80 to 1986, and er Bukusu circumcised within th
period (that is 1980, 1982, 1984 and 1986) beldagbat age group. In 1988 the “Basawa” age gioegan ani
lasted until 1994. Among the Bukusu, the form efeenony varies according to clan, in particularfesdivity and
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ceremonies accompany the final stage of initiatishen the no-healed initiates came out of seclusion to re
their families as “men” is specific to clans and fb&en handed down larg¢(Sindiga,l,1999

Gastronomy entailing fresh and curdimilk, carried and stored in gourds was identifiedoag the Bukus
community, there are other foods that are alsouenigith a great potential of attracting visitorsongrefer to go fo
ethnic tourism and rural tourism, examples are vpmtatoes, Miet, Ugali, Wimbi and other vegetables |
Visaka, Rinogi, Chinderema, Chimboka and Man Cultural attractions provide opportunities for sities such a
rural tourism, village tourism and a-tourism, these attractions however are yet to lmghd nd managed for
visitor enjoyment. Even though a destination mayehan abundance of resources that attract, thayotdanction
as true attractions until they are ready to receisitors(Gunn, 1994).

Cultural tourism is for instance less develope this region partly because the region lacks a muasand a culture
center to facilitate cultural exhibitiole.g. songs, dance, handcrafte residents proposeKanduyi Cultural Centre.
After having developed the destinations tourismdpit, its prmotion should follow; promotion ought to
directed to the largest markets. The strategictioeaf the Bukusu region has a positive bearinglewelopment ¢
community tourism; the region also provides a biregkoint for tourists traveling to and m Uganda by road.
The Bukusu tradition stipulates that circumcisegsbstay out of sight froowomen;LLN has continued to sen
this purpose for the communities in the area. @r@igion among the Bukusu community has two stapese is the
circumcisio itself and the graduation stage, during the getidn stage, the initiates are required to spenigfat in
the wilderness with their age groups, the prepamatfor this coveted stage involve the initiates/ieg their fathers
homes in the companyf their age group, carrying with them the itemsythave been using since circumcision
go through this stage, the initiates normally gadentified exotic places like the Likina Lia Nanzaida in the
morning, the elders send somebody to call thiates back home so as to be officially ushered theohome a
young adults, given that many initiates chose ¢listic place, many visitors come to the villagevithess the gran
cultural event,(Murphy L,1998).

3.0 Research M ethodology.

2.1. Population and sample

The study was carried out in Bungoma County in Ke through a survey desigyver a period of six mons, the
research targeted the logakidents, touris and community’s opinion leader§90 loca people interviewed were
selected through random samplimgthodanddata collected from community’s opinion leadwas through focus
group discussionsThe response from thocal community were collected usingyaestionnaireand a structured
interview. Focus groupliscussions we designedd illicit responses from opinion leaders and stakaérs Data
was analyzed by Statistical Program for Social i8ms, (SPS! and presented in form of narratis

2.2. Validity and reliability

The validated instrument sample questionnaires ywéoted n one of the community study a and necessary
corrections were done using 15 respondents. Thelation coefficients were calculated for the instent done wa
0.68.

4.0 Results of the study

4.1 How community tourism is helping to alleviate prty.

Tourism enterprises create jobs, through employrttenpoor families get a source of earning whiclamsethat th
employees are able to sustain themselves and depiendants, policies that encourage the employwofeldcal
people should open up ompunities for the poor, the advantage of addrespioverty through existing tourism
that it enables the poor to benefit from the emtrepurial skills, issues like having proper cortsaand fair pa
conditions, providing part time work, seasoni and the need to provide more year round opporasjitthoice o
location of new developments, making it accesdiblpoor communities who could supply labor showdéds to b
addressedBusiness operators with income generating activitiealize boonng activity with ready market fc
agricultural products like cabbage and bananasgsswid directly by the villagers or small scalenfars, sale ¢
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non-agricultural products has also increased. Hawlstagie vendors, wholesalers, artisans get more ie, supply
of goods and services by the community occur atpariigt of the tourism supply chain including go@asl service
provided to hotels such as food, handcraft, bugdiarvices at construction stage among ot

Direct sales of goods and semscto visitors by the community thus the informadromy and includes stalls seg
food and handcrafts, potteryansport and informal accommodation e.g. campimg sector is hugely important
the area and is one of the most direct ways ofimg visitors spending into the hands of the commu
Establishment of tourism enterprises by the comtyuttiis ranges from micro, small to medium sizateegprises o
community based enterprises, compared to workinthénformal economy, it enables thommunity to develop
long term projects hence reap benefits for a lomgaiod Tax or levy on tourism income profits is directer
poverty reduction programthis has the advantage of enabling the resourcbs tthanneled to ttneediest people
and conmunity members without requiring their direct inv@ment in tourism activit

Voluntary giving by tourism enterprises and towigt another way in which community tourism is fr@jpto
alleviate poverty in the area, this includes paytménto generacharities and programmes such as HIV/AI
programmes by tourists and tour operators or mgeeic support for projects in areas visi

Investment in infrastructure stimulated by tourieas enabled the community residents to get gootkidg water,
electricity, road network, it is easy to transpartdlly produced goods to the market, infrastrudtdevelopmen
should essentially cover energy supply; sanitatidaan water and telecommunication, careful plagrshould
involve the local communityrdém the onset because this developments are scfreegployment in many way

4.2 Challenges encountered in developing communityigm

There are numerous setbacks in attempts to devetwpmunity tourism, this include poor transport .
communicatiometwork, for example when roads leading to spedificaction areas are in bad condition or otl
completely inaccessible, it means that the exigpirgglucts may not be accessed or will be sold esipely. Some
roads are muddy; the rgirseason rends them impassablélhe communication network is poor, some of
interior places have neither telephone nor intefaeilities, information efficiency relies heavilgn the moder
technologies and therefore an area which lacks fagilities will be ou of touch with customers, the operators
not market their productspnsequently a community can sit on vast resournezploitec

Insecurity also emerged to be another serious gnobinsecurity sends an image about an area, teatrsnsecurity
ca®s in Mt. Elgon as a result of the government feioattling the Sabaoti Land Defense Fo (SLDF) created a
picture that the entire Western region was insecaltbough the government forces triumphed, thereded tc
reinforce security in the areadsmise once the visitors get information that aidaison is not safe, they alwa
avoid the area or change their destinations altey The state of infrastructure also poses anotheoseihalleng:
in developing community tourism in the area, this need to improve the state of infrastructure,esage systen
water supply and electricity supply to correct therent shortages, the Kitale and Bungoma airsfiopsnstance
should be modernized with better run ways to attlamestic airlines anenable them to introduce flights into
region.

4.3 Local community support and participation in toaridevelopmet

Reid, (2003) notes emphatically that for any meaningfaigpess to be realized in tourism development etimeunst
be meaningful undermahding between the local communities and the toudsvelopers, therefore local commur
support and participation iscandito sin qua non, the study revealed that the Bukusu Community sttpghe ide:
of community tourism and many are willing to teup responsibilities like local guides and interpret howevet
the community must be seen to derive direct bendfdm this developments, they should be educatedhe
importance of this tourism development on theimeeoic well being, conclusivelithe local community has a rig
to the tourism resources of an area and therefave to be involved, after all, it is the commurtitat will pick up
the pieces when the tourist has g(Sharpley, 1994, Murphy, 189, sustainability is only achievedthere is clear
improvement in the conditions of life and livelirbof the ordinary people, they need to be consuhgalanning
and encouraged to open up tourism enterprisesaedip employment in tourism establishme
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4. Roles of the stakeholdem developing community tourism among the Bukesmnmunity

From the responses, many respondents cited mirgmarnment support as a major impediment to comiyi
tourism in the region, community tourism developmésn a process of wide dimensions ilving many
organizations in private and public sector, atrédgional planning scale, the private sector, theegament and th
local communities ought to participate in the pss;ethis is because planning is complex neccegiat&licate
balancing beteen tourist satisfaction and welfare (s«cultural, economic and environmental) of the dedton
Tourism development in Bukusu region should be dina minimizing the problems hampering effect
community tourism development and the negative ois of tourism in the area while maximizing tou
satisfaction and local community bene

5.0 Conclusion and recommendation.

The study found ouhat the Bukusu region has a diversity of natusedaand culture based attractions which if »
develoged can be used to alleviate poverty and imprové-economic conditions of the Bukusu people. Tout
development has the potential to enhance cultudetia@ economic base of the local community; indéeds a
primary goal in modern tourism developrt for indigenous communities (Harrison, 1992 anchgul994). Thi
main attractions of the region include rural laragss cultural resources and captivating sceni With careful
planning, the Bukusu region can become an envirotetig sensitive, low olume and high cost tourism destinati
currently the region’s stage under the lifecycledestination development considering Butler’'s, @9&odel is a
involvement where there is an increasing local godernment initiatives to provide tourism fities and
establishments, it can be said to be moving froen“ttor-existent” stage of tourism destination developmerthe
“embryonic” stage, the region is envisaged to g a well established destinati

Tourism needs greater recognition by )government and development institutions for itsacity to generat
economic, environmental and social benefits; inisector that can promote the welfare of the psowaell as
intercultural understanding and peace among natibissa catalyst for lany related sectors and can play a key
in the overall achievement of the millennium depehent goals, (WTO, 199!

To help the Bukusu communitg Kenye to unlock the full tourism potential and developrsounity tourism as

way of alleviating thevidespread poverty in the arehere is need for the government to create a Relgianaism
Board for the region, this board will work handhand with the Ministry of Tourism, the Kenya TounidBoard in
initiating and coordinating tourism developmelrojects andcreate community tourism awareness and carry
capacity building among the communitAnd finally thereis need to conduct a feasibility study of touri
development in the region to determine whether reutcommunity tourism development ithe region is
economically viable, marketable, socially and emwinentally sustainable and politically supporte
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