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Abstract

Practically research studies on Muslim society amidlire inWest Bengal areery negligibleowing to which very
inadequate is known to the people and such lacnnenowledge have caused a great amoul loophole in
understanding the socieipnder studfrom empirical point of view.

The present account is a modest attemptsess and enquire the so@oenomic situatic of the Muslims including
both males and females of West Bengal besidesmntiegesome demographic profiof the Muslims of West Beng
compared to the people of other religious ccunities of the state. Empséia has also been given to find out
contributory factors acting as obstacle towardg t#hecic-economic development, change and modernizi

For this endeavor the textual facts are mostlyeyaith from a variety cin print resources while the prirry data are
mainly the author’s personal observations and f#ldly among the Muslims of this st

Keywords: Muslims, society, economy, demography, backwardrdesselopmer.

1. INTRODUCTION
Muslims constitute the second largest religiousugrn Irdia and thus the largest religious minority. Thé2

census enumerated India's Muslim population at @88rmillion, and by 2006 the Muslim population vebbe ovel
150 million. India's Muslim population is amongsétlargest in the world, exceeded ¢ by Indonesia's and close to
the Muslim populations of Pakistan and Bangladddbreover, it is larger than the total populationfs naost
countries of the world. India is considered an pepulated country and India's population policykse® achieve
replacement level fertility by 2010. However, popigat policy implementation in India has come undevese
attack, more so due to the element of coercionrémiten the promotion and acceptance of modernraocaptives
Besides, Indian population policpes not adequately recognize the r-dimensionality of the economic and so«
forces that prevail upon the household decisioganding the size of families. For example, theeeray noteworth
and dependable social safety nets in place to grokte interests of the poor and infirm, and therefdie age
security still dominates fertility decisions, alttgh the average family/household size has reduged tame. The
population programme is over dependent on femaldlization with little or no hoice based access to a baske
family limitation procedures. There is little recuion of the fact that ultimately it is developnteand equity tha
empowers citizens to make informed choices witpeesto family formation. In this regard the img of education,
especially of women, has shown dominant influemog,only in reducing fertility but also in the redion of infant
and child mortality, improvement in birth weightsdaoverall human developmi (GOI, 2006: 27 The economic
development ba country cannot be achieved without developneémach constituent of the country at micro le
as well as macro level. Poverty is the curse toempnomy. Muslims are by and large poor. They hzoxeer anc
will to have education and to work in arield.

In spite the fact of power and will, the Muslims limdia are backward both educationally and econaltyic
Unless an assessment is made and the root caugesesfy and backwardness are found out, and waonritinue tc
contribute negatively ithe economic development of the cour
The study of soci@conomic condition of Muslim Society in India isaptically negligible. A few studies on sol
Muslim groups of Northern, Western and Southerrispal the country have been made so far. Vetle is known
about the socieconomic status of Muslims of Eastern part of Intlance, the e4ffort is made to have s-depth
study of sociceconomic condition of Muslim Inhabitants of Eastgart of the counti (Rahaman and Bhuimali,
2011: 09).India is well thoughbut to be a mul-ethnic, multi-lingual and mult¢ultural nation. People of th
nation are belongs to diverse color and creed iaedside by side since time immemorial. Harmonyamiety anc
veracity within polyethnic cultural envirnment is one of the basic characteristic featuifethis multicultural
country. Many religious minority groups have algeb living in coincidence in this s-continent. Muslims, one of
such groups, who bear the traits of Islamic ‘gteadition’ as wil as local ‘little tradition’ playing a key parhithe
growth of Indian society, culture and civilizatisimce the time of their advent and origin in Indgail.
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2. LAND AND PEOPLE

The Indian Constitution is committed to the eqyatit citizens andhe responsibility of the State to preserve, prc
and assure the rights of minorities in mattersanfjlage, religion and culture. That is why ouroreti leaders whil
framing the Constitution, emphasized the doctrifieurity in diversity. The Unite Nations Declaration on tt
Rights of Persons Belonging to National, Ethnicligkeus and Linguistic Minorities says that the pration anc
protection of the rights of persons belonging tohsminorities contribute to the political and séatbility cf the

countries in which they live. Meeting their aspmas and ensuring their rights acknowledges thenityigand
equality of all individuals and furthers participat development. This in turn contributes to theséning of tensior
among groups aniddividuals. These factors are major determinanmtssfability and peace. All developed count
and most developing ones give appropriate emphasi®king after the interests of minorities. Thimsany country
the faith and confidence of the mirties in the functioning of the State in an impdnignner is an acid test of

being a just Stat@sOl, 2006: 01)he Indian Muslims, found to reside in almost ev8tgtes and Union Territory
the subeontinent with diverse proportion. it has beeported that such a larger section of the demagrsdicula
and republic country like India is lagged behine tiest of the Indian Society as compare to theratblegious
minorities of this nation due to various externaldainternal factors. They he still been remained so-

economically and educationally toward the rear wineodernization is the order of the day. With regatd
economic, educational and political empowerment Iivhss of this subcontinent are most marginalizedyried,
secluded and are in a state of impoverishment and degitutihich retarded in normal progress in the fief
economy, education, politics, knowledge and cultlilee al-around strange evils faced by them are associat
anxieties in relation to security, intity perception, discrimination and equity. Obwéty it is a matter of grei
concerns for each and every one that the trendewdlopment and the forces of modernization hayadsed thi
group and as a result they are subjected to distitand sclusion, as the various reports reveal, suffernognfthe
stigma of relative backwardness, insecurity, idgntdrisis, discrimination and injustice which hadeveloped fe:-

psychosis, Islam phobia and inferiority complexidestheir heart and mind arbecome tradition bound due

various reasons.

Figure: 1. Distribution of variousreligious communities of India (in per centage)
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Figure: 2. Distribution of Muslim population in I ndian states and union territories (in percentage)
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West Bengal is India’s fourth most Muslim populosisite in the eastern region of India stretchingnfrthe

Himalayan in the north to the Bay of Bengal in stmeith. In the eastern part of this state Banglades Assam are
located and Jharkhand and Bihar in the west agddc In these state mountains, valleys, plaimersij sea, strea
and forests are originated and a complete repras@mtof soci-economic dynamics and multicultural pattern

found. Peofe belonging to various religious faith, ethnicitynguistic group, racial variety, tribal affilian, caste
class, status groups, minority groups and thedi-exist forming a varied cultural panorama found newehelse ir
India. Owing to their divegent origin either the descendents of various ggoof ethn-social milieu of foreign
origin or native converts from various caste/sob@tkgrounds and the mixture of both. They are Ibattizontally
and vertically divided in to various ethnic, stagroups, caste, class, school of thought, sectukzge and the lik

The biggest concentration of the Muslims of abautyfseven per cent to the India’s entire Muslirhahitants is ir
three states viz. West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh ahdrBincompassii 25%, 18.5% and 16.5% respectively. Agait
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the states like Assam (31%), West Bengal (25%) eicla (24.7%) high concentration of Muslims ararfd to
live according to the Report of the Census of Ingd201, Government of India. So far West Bengi concerned, it
is estimated (Census Report, 2001) that-fourth of the total state population are the Muslioonsidered as ti
largest and principal minority of West Bengal witlpopulation potency of about 96% (Census Rep6@1Pto the
entire minoity population of the state. They are found to linell the districts of West Bengal in varied poojion.
There are twelve such districts where the Muslimgresent about twenty five per cent (Census Rep6oAl)
population to the respective distremtire population and in the district like Northn@jpur, Malda and Murshidab:
Muslims correspond to more than fifty (Census Rep2001) per cent to the entire population of thepective
districts.

Figure: 3. District wisedistribution of M uslim population in West Bengal (in percentage)

Jalpaiguri, 10.85  Purulia, 7.12
Bankura, 7.51 Darjeeling, 5.31

Medinipur (East

& West), 11.33

Hooghly, 15.14

Burdawan, 19.78

o ‘

Based on Census of India 2001

North 24
Parganas, 24.22

Coochbihar, 24.

3. ISLAMIC PRECEPT AND THE MUSLIM S
Though Islam as a way of life is fairly defined y®tuslim communities all over the world differ wigefrom eacr

other. Spread all over the glotieey have been drawn in from a wide range of rasitial, linguistic and region
backgrounds and in a good number of cases theindreing touch with the backgrounds they have beeawn
from. The persisting elements of their past cultin@kgroind known as ‘little tradition’ as distinct from ‘gat
tradition’ are also a feature of a large body ofdlias (Siddiqui, 2011: 137)lslam means peace. Muslims are
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followers of Islam, the second most practiced fetigof India. The most sacred te(book) is the holy Quran ar
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is considered as the fabigeeatest prophet in Islamic ideology. Islam prikgs five
essential duties commonly known as the five pillafréslam: belief in Allah (the almighty God), preng five tmes
in a day, giving of alms to the destitute, one rhdiasting in the month (Ramzan, and making a pilgrimageajj)
to Mecca at least once in a lifetime if possiblevien one can afford) to the devoted Muslims.niskdvocates fc
equity and univer brotherhood and strictly opposes and condeneguiglity between rich and poor, high and |
superior and inferior, and pure and impure in dgcie the Islamic precept there is also no placdiscrimination
on the ground of language speaking, , ethnicity, property status and such other catein humankind
Domination of one group over other and class otecesnflicts are extraterrestrial to the spherksiaim

4. DISCUSSION

There is a lack of data on Muslim communities ididn Census formation includes a broad count by religion
does not present socamonomic information according to religion. Furtinere, there are very few studies on
economic profile of Muslims. There are, reportediymerous studies and analyses on Musin the possession of
the Indian government, (based on census reporsjever, these are yet to be made pu(Kazi, 1991: 24). The
socioeconomic condition of the Muslims has not been gedrmuch in dependent India. The various reportk
research stlies clearly show that Muslims in India are eduaradily and economically backward. The backwardi
of the Muslims is a cyclical and ongoing procesalleg to economic backwardness. Like other miremjtMuslims
are suffering from multifaceted proble; in addition, they face problems relating to s@guidentity, and equity
Problems faced by Muslims are a combination ofehfased by the poor ( a large proportion of Muslans poor)
The feeling of insecurity among Muslims is veryhigspeciall in communally sensitive states and among wor
Ghettoisation is a result of insecurity and pregadin housing, schools and jobs. Insecurity adWeraéfects
mobility, especially of women leading to situatiom$erein Muslims are not able to fully eoit economic
opportunities. Backwardness in education is a keycern of the community. Limited access to goodityuschools
is a major problem that affects female studentsenmamversely(Rahaman and Bhuimali, 2011: C The socio-
economic condition ofthe Muslims in India can be assessed by examirtiegirtdicators like economy and la
ownership, occupation, work participation, leveldiving, literacy and schooling condition amongetheople of th
saidcommunity (Mondal, 2000: 10:

Table: 1. District wise distribution of Muslim population on the basis of sex in West Bengal (in per centage)

Sl. Districts Total Male Female Differences | Rank of the

No. Population | Population | Population Districts

1. Kolkata 35.11 55.70 7.24 48.4¢ 1

2. Burdawan 31.84 52.16 9.77 42.3¢ 2

3. Nadia 33.87 54.29 12.10 42.2¢ 3

4, North 24 Parganas 30.59 50.95 8.67 42.2¢ 4

5. Howrah 29.53 49.51 7.57 41.9¢ 5

6. Hooghly 31.81 51.61 11.14 40.47 6

7. South 24 Parganas 27.71 46.83 7.53 39.3 7

8. Birbhum 31.89 50.91 11.91 39.0( 8

9. South Dinajpur 34.54 53.28 14.94 38.3¢ 9

10. Darjeeling 29.97 47.25 10.08 37.17 10

11. Medinipur (East 30.56 47.75 12.52 35.2: 11
&West)

12. Murshidabad 33.52 49.64 16.69 32.9¢ 12

13. Coochbihar 36.78 52.18 20.64 31.5¢ 13

14. Jalpaiguri 36.12 51.27 20.02 31.2¢ 14

15. North Dinajpur 35.51 49.21 21.09 28.12 15

16. Bankura 39.64 52.37 25.86 26.51 16

17. Purulia 34.48 46.27 21.88 24.3¢ 17

18. Malda 40.09 51.35 28.23 23.1Z 18

All over West Bengal 32.89 50.52 13.99 36.5¢ N.A.
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Source: Govt. of Inid, Census Report, 20
Figure: 4. Sex ratio among various religious communities of West Bengal

All Religious
Others, 985 Communities, 934
Jains, 929 AHindus, 932
Muslims, 933
Buddhists, 981
Sikhs, 807 Christians, 1002

Based on Census of India 2001

The education commission, Ministry of Educationv&mment of India, 1966, stated that it is the oasbility of
the educatinal system to bring different social classes amlps together to promote the emergence ¢
egalitarian and integrated society. But unfortulyatbe educational development is very poor in éndvarious
efforts have been taken in the post indepet period to spread education among the masseseBult is not ven
satisfactory, especially in the context of schedutastes, scheduled tribes, minorities and othekviard
communities or weaker sectiofidondal, 1997:19

Table: 2. Rate of literacy among various religious communities of West Bengal (in percentage)

C c —

£ 2 g 9 £ N - o | S o

o 2 £q4 2 z 2 g | 3 £ g |2 2

8 < ¢ o 8 & T = &) o (%) @ o S e} g 8 »
Total 68.64 72.44 | 5747 | 69.72 | 87.19 | 7473 | 9281 |[5153 |
Male 77.02 81.12 | 64.61 77.20 91.37 83.09 | 96.4¢ 68.63 71.52
Female | 51.61 63.09 | 49.75 62.30 81.98 66.22 | 88.87 34.24 54.82

Source: Govt. of India, Census Report, z

The educational backwardness of Muslim women isatteanof particular concern, especially the higop-out rate,
resulting in subsequently fewer proportions of themnaging to complete high school, and even leadimy of
higher education. Not surprisingly, Muslim womerc@ant for the lowest levels of educatiolattainment (Hasan
and Menon, 2004:47).

Table: 3. Rate of literacy and illiteracy among the Muslims of West Bengal on the basis of sex and place of
residence (in per centage)

Literacy Rate Illiteracy Rate
Place of Residence

Male Female Male Female
Whole State 64.61% 49.75% 35.39% 50.25%
Urban 72.04% 59.23% 27.97% 40.77%
Rural 62.92% 47.87% 37.08% 52.13%

Source: Govt. of India, Census Report, z
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There is also a common belief that Muslim pareat flat education is not important for girls andtth may instill
a wrong set of valueg&ven if girls are enrolled, they are withdrawn atesrly age to marry them off. This leads
higher dropeut rate among Muslim girls. Our interactions iradée that the problem may lie in r-availability of
schools within easy reach for girls at ler levels of education, absence of girl's hostatsence of female teach
and availability of scholarships as they move wpdtucation ladd¢GOI, 2006:85).

Table: 4. District wise rate of literacy between general population and Musliim population of West Bengal on
the basis of sex (in percentage

Sl. Districts General Population Muslim Population

No. Total Male Female Total Male Female
1. North Dinajpur 78.07 83.92 71.72 65.05 71.41 58.13
2 Purulia 55.5% 73.72 36.50 53.44 71.32 34.14
3. Darjeeling 71.7¢ 80.05 62.94 50.38 60.86 37.92
4. Malda 50.2¢ 58.80 41.25 45.30 51.56 38.68
5 Murshidabad 54.3¢ 60.71 47.63 48.63 54.21 42.76
6 Nadia 66.1¢ 72.31 59.58 49.41 54.42 44.03
7. Jalpaiguri 62.8¢ 72.83 52.21 55.34 64.98 45.01
8. Bankura 63.4¢ 76.76 49.43 59.91 71.81 46.96
9. Coochbihar 66.3( 75.93 56.12 56.07 64.59 47.11
10. South 24 Parganag 69.4¢ 79.19 59.01 59.83 68.84 50.27
11. Birbhum 61.4¢ 70.89 51.55 59.86 68.28 50.97
12. Medinipur  (East 74.9( 84.91 64.42 64.97 75.05 54.36

&West)

13. North 24 Parganas| 78.0 83.92 71.72 65.05 71.41 58.13
14. Howrah 77.01 83.22 70.11 67.80 74.13 60.78
15. South Dinajpur 63.5¢ 72.43 54.28 67.21 72.81 61.33
16. Burdawan 70.1¢ 78.63 60.95 68.79 75.54 61.39
17. Kolkata 80.8¢ 83.79 77.30 68.06 71.25 63.61
18. Hooghly 75.11 82.59 67.21 73.50 79.43 67.31

Source: Govt. of India, Census Report, 2
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Figure: 5. District wise distribution of Muslim literacy rate based on sex in West Bengal (in per centage)
H Female H Male
Hooghly & 0.43
Kolkata 220 71.25
Burdawan 61,33 75.54
South Dinajpur 2 72.81
Howrah 2 74.13
North 24 Parganas 71.41
Medinipur (East & West) 220 75.05
Birbhum L 68.28
South 24 Parganas ) 68.84
Coochbihar g 64.59
Bankura 18:20 71.81
Jalpaiguri == 64.98
Nadia 440 54.42
Murshidabad g 54.21
Malda 0 51.56
Darjeeling 2 60.86
Purulia = 71.32
North Dinajpur 71.41

Based on Census of India 2001

Another pillar tovards modernity and economic progress apart frootatbn is employment. Employment it
other major concern of the country. In India, loartitipation in government jobs disproportionatehwshare o
population is observed. As compared to others, im workers (especially women) are concentrated nioreelf
employed (homérased) activity and their share in regular worlpeegally in the government, public sector
large private sector is very low.

The Muslim minority of India forms 13.4 pent for the country’s total population, having arsfigant decada
growth and greater orientation toward urban ar@agy have, however, negligible influence on thecpss o
economic development of the country. A massive paNluslim work force seento have taken shelter in the Ic
paid unorganized sector showing a trend of isatafiiom the economic mainstream and scientific authtiologica
advancement of the country.

The issue of economic backwardness of Muslims dfalrhas received attdon of various organizations ai
scholar in the past, but in recent times Sachamuittee has worked in detail on it and reports resnbsubmitted t
the Central Government. The Central Governmentdiffierent State Governments have taken initiatiyet slowly
to redress the problems and improve the «economic conditions of IndiaMuslims (Rahaman and Bhuime
2011: 35-36).
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Table: 5. District wise work participant rate among the Muslims of West Bengal on the basis of sex (in

per centage)

Sl. Districts Total Male Female Difference Rank of the
No. District
1. Kolkata 35.11 55.70 7.24 48.4¢ 1

2 Burdawan 31.84 52.16 9.77 42.3¢ 2

3 Nadia 33.87 54.29 12.10 42.2¢ 3

4. North 24 Parganas 30.59 50.95 8.67 42.2¢ 4

5. Howrah 29.53 49.51 7.57 41.9¢ 5

6 Hooghly 31.81 51.61 11.14 40.4 6

7 South 24 Parganas 27.71 46.83 7.53 39.3 7

8. Birbhum 31.89 50.91 11.91 39.0( 8

9. South Dinajpur 34.54 53.28 14.94 38.3¢ 9

10. Darjeeling 29.97 47.25 10.08 37.17 10

11. Medinipur (East &West)| 30.56 47.75 12.52 532 11

12. Murshidabad 33.52 49.64 16.69 32.9¢ 12

13. Coochbihar 36.78 52.18 20.64 31.5¢ 13

14. Jalpaiguri 36.12 51.27 20.02 31.2¢ 14

15. North Dinajpur 35.51 49.21 21.09 28.12 15

16. Bankura 39.64 52.37 25.86 26.57 16

17. Purulia 34.48 46.27 21.88 24.3¢ 17

18. Malda 40.09 51.35 28.23 23.1: 18

All over West Bengal 32.89 50.52 13.99 36.5: | -

Source: Govt. of India, Census Report, z

Table: 6. Various occupational pursuits of the Muslims in comparison to other religious communities of West
Bengal (in percentage)

. All . . - ) . .
Occupations Total Hindus Muslims | Christians | Sikhs Buddhists | Jains Others
Cultivators 19.2 18.6 20.3 15.3 2.8 21.1 7.8 32.0
Agricultural | 55 24.0 26.6 19.9 4.4 9.2 5.4 52.9
Laborer
Household
Industry 7.4 5.9 12.6 2.1 1.6 2.9 1.0 4.5
Other
Workers 48.4 51.4 40.5 62.7 91.2 66.8 85.8 10.6

Source: Govt. of India, Census Report, 2
Figure: 6. Work participant rate on the basis of sex among various religious communities of West Bengal (in
per cent)
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B Male BFemale

54 55.3 54.8 56.5 55.7
—— 48.6

All Total Hindus Muslims Christians Sikhs Buddhists Jains Others

Based on Census of India 2001

Predominantly rural, the Muslim population in thate is engaged in agricultural pursuits, a vergdanumber o
them work as agricultural labour and many otheffesdirom unemployment and un-employment. Facilities for
education are awfully irdequate and to the extent they are available, #reybeyond easy reach of tr
overwhelmingly large number, because of the coailired

Impelled to resort to self employment for theingual a substantial number specializes in a fevitedike carjentry,
needle andari works, tailoring, embroidery, paper crafts and dlteupation of gold smith etc. and such odd |
like rickshaw pulling, which draw them to citiescinding Delhi and Bombay. Kolkata provides veryitied scope
for their presence ithe city is not quite significant. Day labourersgluding women from poverty stricken famili
from suburban areas, arriving to the city everymirgg, largely through local trains quite often getssly exploited
The sad tales of their sufferings dege serious attentic

The presence of Muslims from rural areas of Westgaé from districts, in the city is so negligibleat a few
educated Muslim youth, arriving to the city in sgrapf employment do not find accommodation in dléaareas
and uner situational pressure have to change their n@mektaining place to live in n-Muslim areas. These and
similar other social facts go to explain the ovepatvailing sociasituation (Siddiqui, 2011:2:-214). Muslims are
mostly self-employed and ¢ir share in regular paid jobs is low. The Hindpylation is relatively better employt
in regular salarypaying jobs in urban areas. The work participattdnMuslim females is extremely low. Tl
landholding is better among Hindus than Muslims] &usims work on noragricultural occupation in substant
proportions in rural part of India. Muslims, are, flar, the least educated when compared with HirsshasChristiar
populations in IndigShariff, 2003: 92)W. W. Hunter states that, “....earlier it svampossible for a well bot
Musalman to become poor; at present it is almogiossible for him to continue rick(Hunter, 1969:158). Any
assessment of the so@eenomic conditions of Muslims in India needs toognize that, like other minoritie
issted faced by Muslims are multifaceted as they siamgously face problems relating to security, idgnand
equity. And the interplay of these dimensions ishat core of the soc-economic and political processes that
community is exposed to on aity basis. An empirical exploration of these ndiltiensional issues is typical
hampered by the noawailability of relevant ‘hard and unbiased’ daBuch data constraints are typically m
severe for security and identitgtated concert (Basant and Shariff, 2010: 02Muslims in India are facing tw
major problemseducation and employment which are essential fer gbci-economic development of hum
beings. It is evident that Muslims in India as wali Muslims in West Bengal are lagging behin terms of
guantitative and qualitativeducation (Rahaman and Bhuimali, 2011: It is evident that the condition of Muslir
in West Bengal in the field of education is veryopceven poorer than SCs/STs. Again, women’s eghrcamong
Muslims in the tate is lower than men. It is seen that the edoatistatus of Muslims in West Bengal, like ot
parts of the country, is also depressing. Amongouar reasons, the major reasons for educationdwzadnes:
among the Muslims are poor economic coion, limited number of government and governmenéaigchools i
Muslim areas and lack of job opportunities of tlieieated people in the community. Perhaps Muslim eromre
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lagging behind in education because of s-cultural pattern of the family and eéhsociety, the negative attitu

towards girls’ education and are lack of infrastuwal facilities for education in Muslim concengdd areas

Muslims have limited access to far off school. Ne&dhe hour is to provide job oriented educatiod alsoto set
up sufficient number of technical schools for matel female separately in the Muslim concentrateds(Rahaman
and Bhuimali, 2011: 91).Observing a general lack of knowledge about theningaand implications of being

minority the author is ritical of the people who discourage revealing thets of extremely bad so~economic
condition of the Muslims for fear of making themnenved. Revealing truth is necessary for creatimgranes:

leading to the solution of the probile

Quoting reportof the national Family Health Survey it is showattMuslim Women are seven times behind Hi

women in high school education and in |-high school they are nine times behind them.

Muslims in rural Bengal bare predominantly engageadgriculture, a vey large number of them are agricultu

labour. They also specialize in several handicr&tedominantly much smaller number of Muslims frdistricts

has come to live and work in this difficulty thege to change their name to conceal; their ide

Over 75% of Muslims in Calcutta live bustees, large areas of their abode have been acquirédebguthorities an

tShey have been seldom resettled in the area deaeld hey are the victims of the wrong notion dhbea floating

population. Nearly 8% are either born in the sarbustee, or in Calcutta or in West Bengal. 4 percent & tbtal

numbers of children are enrolled in recognized stshand a total of 9% attend same sort of schamgeized ol

unrecognized and 91% do not have any schc attend. Those enrolled hardly complete school dtrcand 90%

of the enrolled get dropped out. Child labour impant

Occupational structure of the Muslims in Calcutiffeds sharply from that of the Hindus. Thhbustees are the hub
of a number of &ndicrafts besides providing them space to livdiolcprogramme to improve the overall condit

has to keep in mind both economy and educationusecaf theiinterdependence (Siddiqui, 2011: -211).

5. CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONSAND REMARKS

The precding consideration reveals the fact of the Musliths,largest minority not only in numerical sensédlso
in the sense of their subjugation and deprivatromfequal treatment in the given society in Indi@allly and Wes
Bengal in particular. Theseealities come into sce more prevalently when the Sar Committee and the
Ranganath Misra Commission present their empifiicalings regarding the situation of the Muslims loflian
subcontinent. The reports mostly advocate towdrdssoci-economic,employment, educational, cultural, politit
marginalization and exclusion of the Muslims liviirg this subcontinent owing to which a larger sattof the
population remains way behind the mainstream. Théifaceted strange troubles faced by the Mus of West
Bengal are correlated to anxieties pertaining titgmtion, identity perception, discrimination argligy.
Furthermore, social scientists with special refeeerio sociologist and social anthropologists, acacians,
researchers, scholars, sdcactivists, planners and policy makers and tike have also not paid as mu
concentration to study and explore the Muslim dgc@# West Bengal. As a result we hardly know abthir
society, economic activities, social structure j@ogrganizaion, social stratification, social problems, gendsues
social mobility and social change, developmentatpss and culture. Again a good number of the asudihich ar
easily available, frequently advocate to the way Islamic theology, ideology,aws, religious reformator
movements, historical perspectives and the

The backwardness of any community or social graxf@ny nation or any part of a country is a natiaaastroph:
which ought to be recognized as a hinder of th&esebunty ad to overcome from this menace the nation
whole act together to eradicate such evil curdeuafanity

What needs to be done are the awareness growirgiugwery indispensable for their development glthve line of
growing more inspiration withithe community and last but not the least their npastcipation in the almost all tt
developmental programmes whatever available comiuigrom their tradition bound nature, frustratidow level
of aspiration, minority as well as inferiority cofap, fear psychosis and so on for their c-all progress and up-
liftmen in the society.
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Notes: In spite of the fact that the provisional datate Census of 2011, Govt. of India has been aitecedn 31s
March 2011 for the census ye2011, still to avail the region wise data, it will take at least about twdticee year:
to make such data ready in public. For this grouhddoregoing discussion as far as necessargsedon the da
of 2001 Census, i.e. The Census Report of Indisy Nelhi: Government cindia, 2001.
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