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Abstract

The Gricean conversational maxims posit all conversations follow a basic set of rules, vahpeople use t
express themselves when speaking. The four bakds (maxims include quality, quantity, relation, and manr
Failure to observe any or all of these maxims tesul conversational implicature. In this paper, elore the
possibility of fitting the foolery concept of OBha IBB into the Gricean theoretical frework; determine the
extent to which it obeys the cooperative principlesd the implications for leadership in the ndsoavolving
democratic culture. From the analysis, the clailm®BJ and IBB about one another as former PressdehNigeria
violate the cooperative principles thus leading to cosatgmnal implicature. This by implication runs c@my to the
proper use of language in the contemporary Nigegiavironment. The foregoing imposes urgent deman®BJ
and IBB to refrain from expletiveend mudslinging quite demeaning and unworthy ofsthéus of former Presider
of Nigeria and foster a kind of national leadersttipt encourages temperance in the use of langimageel-
personal communications

Keywords: conversational maxims, coojative principles, fool, IBB, language, OBJ.

1. Introduction

This paper plucks its note from tlverbal warfare between the two former Presidentdligkria, Olusegui
Obasanjo (OBJ) and Ibrahim B. Babangida (IBB) as weported in the Nigerian print me. In this regard, it
examines the kind of political leadership foistedMigeria since 1960 that has produced -independence leaders
in the likes of Generals Obasanjo and Babangida, whecent times had engaged themselves in véigtigluffs.
From the perspective of Paul Grice’s Conversational Mexiand Implicature, we undertake a theore
underpinning of such ‘unpresidential’ altercatiomdadetermine the extent to which such verbal exgésrare ir
sync with their antecedents as elder statn and/or offend our collective sensibilities as &igns striving tc
evolve an enduring democratic cult

“Managers,” in the words of Bennis (2003:29), “@eople who do things right, while leaders are peagho
do the right thing.” According to Mclrland (1969: 167), a leader “is one who makes thingppen that would n
happen otherwise. If the leader causes changeséhattended, he has exercised power, but if thdele cause
changes that he did not intend or want, he hascisest influence but not power.” Influence and power
perquisites of leadership resonated sonorouslyanridKissinger’'s depiction of a leader as one whs the powe
to invoke the ‘alchemy of great vision.” Gardne®{8) adds the ‘duty’ prerequisite, which leadeust have. Part of
the onerous duties of leaders, in his view is ip Becieties “understand the problems that all nferst, to aid in th
setting of goals and priorities, to work with othén finding paths to those goals chosen, maimtgipiublic moale,
and motivation and nurturing a workable level oblw unity.” Furthermore, it behooves the leadars‘dctivate
existing institutions in pursuit of the society’'sals or, when necessary, help redesign instituttoraschieve the
result. Leaders nuf also help people know how they can be at thest b.with malice toward none, with charity -
all...”

According to Hakala (2009), leadership is one'sitgtib get others to willingly follow. A leader wh vision has
a clear, vivid picture of where tagas well as a firm grasp on what success loskesdnd how to achieve it. Hak
listed the top leadership qualities to include gnity, dedication, openness, magnanimity, humilityeativity,
fairness, assertiveness, and a sense of humoagrily, in his opinion, is the integration of outwardiaos anc
inner values. A person of integrity is the sametlum outside and on the inside. Such an individaal loe truste
because he or she never veers from inner values, \&kien it might be expedius to do so. A leader must have
trust of followers and therefore must display imigg Honest dealings, predictable reactions, -controlled
emotions, and an absence of tantrums and harshurstgbare all signs of integrity. Also, th(" of the 12
characteristics of a great leader as listed by Kett says: “Leaders are well spoken. They know ho say the
right thing at the right time.”
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In this context therefore, a ‘leader’ refers togmers who have occupied in the past or are preseatupying
important positions of authority and power in tioenfial polity of the Nigerian nation. Against theckdrop of the
foregoing, we set out to examine the statementditexk to former Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo arahilin
Babangida, which referretd one another as ‘a fool at 70’ and ‘the greakest of the century’ respectively. The
statements, which were reported mostly as headimaggood number of Nigerian newspapers and neagagine:
in August 2011, have been dominating media pol discourses. This paper therefore, is our own respon the
challenge thrown up by the decision of OBJ and tBBet Nigerians and indeed the international comitythave &
peep into the stinking underbelly of the brandraftiumental leadership, whi they foisted on Nigeria when th
held sway as President and Comma-in-Chief. This is in line with the practical and praafin character of ot
academic orientation, which predisposes us tazetilhe insightful hindsight and resources offengddicolinguistic
theories in examining historical and contemporasués of political and socioeconomic relevanceloing this, we
shall follow the theoretical and analytical procestuof Grice (1975) ‘C-operative Principles, the basic tenets
which we &all discuss in the section that follows prese

2. Framework

Grice's (1975) theory of conversation starts witkharp distinction between what someone says arat
someone ‘implicates’ by uttering a sentence. Whatenne says is determined by tlonventional meaning of tf
sentence uttered and contextual processes of digaation and reference fixing; what he implicatesagsociate
with the existence to some rational principles amakims governing conversation. What is said has lveedely
identified with the literal content of the utteraneehat is implicated, the implicature, with the Kliteral, what it is
(intentionally) communicated, but not said, by #peaker. According to Grice, the ‘calculation’ aheersationa
implicatures is gronded on common knowledge of what the speakerdidqar better, the fact that he has saic
the linguistic and extra linguistic context of thiterance, general background information, andctivesideration o
the ‘Cooperative Principle (CP)'. ThPrinciple requires interlocutors to make their cansational contribution suc
as is required, at the stage at which it occurghbyaccepted purpose or direction of the talk argle in which the
are engaged.

The CP is implemented, in the plans ceakers and understanding of hearers, by confortoittige maxims o
guantity, quality, relation, and manner. The gugnthaxim requires interlocutors to make their cimition as
informative as is required and not to make it mofermative than is redred. The maxim of quality emphasizes
truthfulness of the interlocutors’ contributionsioaing what they believe to be false and thatvibiich they lack
adequate evidence. The maxim of relatrequires thatthe interlocutors stay on the topic. Ither words, it is
ensured that their comments fit with what is beialged about. Mam of manneistates that comments should
direct, clear, and to the point. Using vague or igodius language when speaking should be avoidezind
whatever you say ithe form most suitable for any reply that wouldrbgarded as appropriate; or, facilitate in y
form of expression the appropriate ref

Grice sees the principles governing conversatiodesiving from general principles governing humatianal
coorerative action and attributes to these principleseassential role for the definition and the intetption of
conversational implicatures. In essence, failurehenpart of the interlocutors to observe the coatpee principle.
which by implication lads to the violation of the four maxims, resultanversational implicature. In this pag
we subject the foolery concept of OBJ and IBB talgsis within the Gricean principle and see howabecept is i
manifestation of conversational implicatuwhich derives from the failure of the former Nigeri Presidents 1
observe the cooperative principle and by extendiom,violation of the conversational maxims. Inrdpihis, we
shall first, put the concept dbol in more intelligible perspective byrqviding its etymological and denotati
overview.

3. Fool: Etymological and denotative overview

Fool, as a word derived from the Latin teirfollies, which meant "a bag or sack, a large inflated, lzajpair of
bellows." Users of the word in Late Lathowever, saw a resemblance between the bellowsdntiated ball and
person who was what we would call "a windbag" or &rhead." According to RogerThesauru, the word, which
passed into English by way of French, is first rded in English in work written around the beginning of the 1.
century with the sense "a foolish, stupid, or igmbmperson."” Comic entertainer whose madness cgdilitly, real or
pretended, made him a source of amusement andhjiavicense to abuse and poke fun een his most exalted
patrons. Professional fools flourished in diverseieties from ancient Egyptian times until the 18émtury. Ofter
deformed, dwarfed, or crippled, fools were keptlémk as well as amusement, in the belief that wheity can aver
the evil eye and that abusive raillery can trangféuck from the abused to the abuser. In somaetis, they wer
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regarded as inspired with poetic and prophetic pswEhe greatest literary characterization of e fs found in
William Shakespeare’King Lear.

In denotative terms, Rogerfhesaurusdefines fool in two senses: (i) One deficient idgment and good sen:
ass, idiot, imbecile, jackass, mooncalf, moron,campoop, ninny, nitwit, simple, simpleton, softheaoimfool.
Informal usagénas dope, gander, and goose while slang equivdleitgle cretin, din-dong, dip, goof, jerk, nerd,
schmo, schmuck, turkey; (ii) A person who is eadégeived or victimized: butt, dupe, gull, lambshaver, victim
sucker. As a verb, Thesaurus exns fool in four senses: (i) To cause to accept Wshédlse, especially by trickel
or misrepresentation: beguile, betray, bluff, coaieteive delude, doul-cross, dupe, hoodwink, humbug, misle
(i) To waste time by engaging in aimless activitiocdle, putter; (iii) To handle something idly, ignatly, or
destructively: fiddle, meddle, mess, tamper, tinKer) To move one's fingers or hands in a nervousimless
fashion: fiddle, fidget, monkey, monkey, play, pufttinker, toy, trifle, twiddl. As a phrasal ver- fool around
Thesaurus has the followinghrasal verk(i) To waste time by engaging in aimless activity: deptbol, putter; (ii)
To make jokes; behave playfully: jest, joke; (ilip engage in kissing, caressing, and other ans behavior; (iv)
To be sexually unfaithful to another: philander manize

Given the foregoing, we shall examine the foolespaept as enunciated by OBJ and IBB and deternhi@
extent to which it fits into the etymological andnbtative frame

4, Data presentation and analysis

On the eve of his 70birthday (16 August 2011), the former Military Picent of Nigeria, General Ibrahi
Badamasi Babangida (IBB) had, while fielding quassi from newsmen during a press conference at itligép
Villa in Minna, Niger State, recounted his numerous achiewmsnin office between 1985 and 1993 in spite ef
“modest” oil revenue, while his successors, he,saifbyed higher oil revenue and did not do beBgecifically, he
said that his ‘senior’ in the N§erian Army wasted a whopping $16 billion to bydower plants without anything
show for it. “During my years as president, | maethgpoverty to achieve commendable results but tdegs,
people manage affluence to achieve poverty,” het gegcordindy, he dismissed former President Obasanjo’s -
year civilian rule as ‘visionless’ and ‘lacking focus’. The next day (17 August 2011), Chief Obfsd®BJ)
replied IBB, saying that “Babangida is a fool at”

According to Olukoya & Samuel (2011), basanjo, who quoted from the Book of Proverbs, w6 verses
and 5 in the Holy Bible, justified his reason faferring to Babangida as a fool, contending that statemer
ascribed to the former military president was netlthought out. His wds:

Well, normally when | read these things, | don'tiééee them... It's a little bit unlike Babangid
But if Babangida had decided, on becoming a septaggn, that he will be a fool, | think o
should probably do what the Bible says in Provertaper 26, verse 4. It says ‘don’t answe
fool because you may also become like him.” Whem go to the same Proverbs chapter 26, v
5, it says ‘answer a fool so that he will not thiné's a wise man.” So, | am now torn betw
which of the two versesdhould follow in this respect. Some of the thingsdaid unfortunatel
were not well thought out... | also read where hel shat in his time, he gave the dividends
democracy and at the same time he regretted. Wheadl that, well | said Babangidaould be
pitied and shown sympathy rather than anger or @omdtion, because the old saying says a
at 40 is a fool forever and | would say a regret@ts regret too late. Well, a regret at 70 isgret
to the grave...

On his own part, IBB reactesiftly to OBJ’s comment on him through his medisultant, Kazeem Afegbu
wondering how Obasanjo could refer to him as a,feeén against the backdrop of efforts he had nadssuag
the disgrace he had suffered through imprisonmedtadter whicl he facilitated the process of his becoming
president of Nigeria in 1999. His wor

We do not want to believe that he (Obasanjo) tealigl that, but if it is true that he did say thNigerians
know who the greatest (sic) fool is. The historyGQifief Obasanjo is an open sore that is irredeen
contrived in several incongruities and contradicsioWhen he pleaded with IBB to be given ano
chance to extend his tenure, IBB was not a foal.thehen he was released from prison and grantéel
pardon, bathed in cerebral ornaments and clothedyal heads and later crowned as president of Nig
IBB was not a fool then... Now that he is at the exte of his thoughts and engagements, he can ¢
to dress IBB in borrowed robes. But the histc of both of them, when put to public scruti
comparatively, IBB is far glowing and instructivetands poles apart from Obasanjo. In term
decency, finesse, class, distinction and genenmadiwct, IBB could be described in the superlatives,
for Obasanjo, God bless Nigeria...Calling IBB a fool at @8pecially by a man reportedly and allege
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accused of incest by his own son, was, at besthgplment. Nigerians surely know who is truly a foo
the greatest fool of this century... For a man whianot possibly tell his true age, one may excuse
present outburst as the effusions of a witless dianetrying effortlessly to impress his select andie.
(www.vanguardngr.corfriday, 19 August, 201

Not unexgectedly, this altercation between the two formersiients elicited spontaneous reactions from a
number of Nigerians. In no time, the Nigerian pninédia literally ran amok with all manners of conmtseanc
opinion articles. Though variegated in iure, tone, and rendition, the comments were unitgdheir outright
condemnation of the war of words by the two retigedierals as a national disgrace. (See Johnsoh; Rolawale
2011; Eme, 2011)

Viewed against the backdrop of the comments, wégest the OBJIBB verbal exchanges to a critical analy
from the theoretical standpoint of Paul Grice’s wensational maxims. By framing the foolery concep©BJ anc
IBB within the Gricean theoretical prism, we hopebie better disposed to determine txtent to which the OBJ-
IBB interlocution conformed to or violated the ceogtive principles anchored on the conversationakims of
quality, quantity, relevance, and manner. The valusuch analysis portends -reaching implications for nurturir
a biand of national leadership that is in sync withltlhsic tenets of constitutional democr:

4.1 Textual analysis: I1BB’s 70birthday press stateme

The former military President of Nigeria betweer83%nd 1993 took the opportunity of his™ birthday to
recount his achievements in office but surprisingiged up dismissing Chief Obasanjo’s e-year tenure (1999-
2007) as a huge failure for reasons that he enuetkrirom all perspectives, this statement rungagthe grain:
of Gricean cooperate principle and violates the conversational maxiihe CP, which requires interlocutors
make their conversational contribution such agdgiired, at the stage at which it occurs, by tleepied purpose
direction of the talk exchange in whictey are engaged, does not license IBB to violatetmersational maxim
His birthday anniversary should have provided himample opportunity to educate his listeners onrhi&y
achievements during his eigpear reign as a military President. Incitally, he chose to transcend this ratic
bound, thereby violating all the conversational immexof quantity, quality, relation, and manner. dismiss OBJ'’s
eightyear rule as visionless perhaps for ‘managing affte to achieve poverty,” may not beally correct. OBJ
may have made mistakes in office as a Presidernighwdre not unexpected as a human being but ifislby
pointless to ignore his ‘modest’ achievemer

Opinion writers and commentators in the Nigeriaimtpmedia wonder why IBB che to use his 70birthday
anniversary to launch attacks on OBJ. For Momodll12?, the OB-IBB verbal faceeff was a pleasant surpris
“Little did we suspect that the occasion of-President Ibrahim Babangida’'s 70th birthday woulgpmy such ¢
major soop, a rare opportunity to hear septuagenarianseeasidhemselves as fools, and other interestiagesi”
Kolawale (2011) expressed his surprise thus, “Itneosfess that | am a bit surprised Babangida chmgday the
role of the antagonist in thigstance. The original attack came on the eve obinikday unprovoked. This is ve
rare.” An anonymous commentator Saharareporterobserved, “IBB took a sad and wrong step using7ig
birthday to describe OBJ's tenure as ‘a failureWider perso would have used the opportunity to reflect on his
contributions to Nigeria!”

4.2 OBJ’s reply

From the foregoing analysis, IBB’s statement abl@Bt)'s eigh-year tenure violated the cooperative princ
and thus leading to conversational implica. Nonetheless, OBJ’s response did little to li ttonversation fror
the base level. Instead, it drove the conversdticgher down the gutter precipice of profanity ambal abuse. Th
‘cooperative principle’ implies a general agreemehtooperatin between interlocutors in a conversation, wi
requires each participant to conform to certainveotions in speaking. These conventions or maxirosording tc
Brown & Yule (1983: 83) have to do with tlquantity or (informativeness the quality (truthfulness), thenanner
(clearness) antelevanceof conversational contributions. The maxim of qitgntequires the interlocutor to ma
his contribution as informative as is requiredother words, he should not say more or less tharpected of hin
The maxim of quality predisposes the speaker/wtitespeak or write only, that which is true andhautic. The
relevancanaxim ensures that the interlocutor’s speech &veglt in the context of the speech act. In othedsjche
speaker is expectdd stay on the topic and resist the urge to waadery from the topic of discussion. The ma:
of manner requirethe language user in a communicative event to &arcbrief, orderly and avoid vague anc
ambiguous expressions.
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If one should follow tk first sense of a fool as defined by the Rogelisshurus as ‘one deficient in judgm
and good sense,” OBJ’s depiction of IBB could bensas conforming partly to the maxim of quantithisTis
because it makes little sense for anyone to dishissight-year rule as a waste, bearing in mind the flaste
achievements recorded during the period under vieViBB's assessment lacked objectivity and lookeatenlike
one borne out of frustration. IBB, it was who ‘gped aside’ in 1993, a veiled refece to his reluctance to
relinquish power and the ambition to reclaim iagel time. According to Momodu (2011), “part of kisategy wa:
to support Obasanjo’s conteck bid. This was in the hope that Obasanjo woemdember his good deeds and t
whenever the time comes for him to step back into ting.tfi But contrary to IBB’s wildest imagination, OBJrned
out an ungrateful tenant, who changed the lock# sdter the doors were opened to the utter stupefaof his
landlord. This ‘ingratitude’ inthe opinion of Momodu, is the basis of the ¢-IBB verbal fisticuffs.

Kolawale (2011) expressed a similar opinion wherattebuted the fallout of ‘the cold, freezing waetweer
the generals’ to this act of betrayal. His wa

My conclusion, therefords that with nothing more to lose or gain at Bapangida simply let g
of his bottledup resentment for Obasanjo. He had been too loy@ltasanjo for ages and har
got anything in return.

For Frank (2011), “IBB is angry and frustrated. Wanted to be a civilian President, but failed. Thias why wher
he was disgraced after annulling June 12. He saidvéis stepping aside. He thought he would retuer kas ¢
civilian President to continue with his evil geniusoore (2011) claims that IB had hoped to celebrate his 7
Birthday in his beloved Aso Rock, which OBJ tadticdenied him and made sure that his dream ofmétg to Asc
Rock after stepping aside in 1993 at the heat efJime 12 annulment became a history. IBB couldhitz his
indignation for OBJ's betrayal. He could not hibe fact that OBJ has made him redundant in Nigeoliics, anc
now comes the bitter IBB throwing decorum to thettin, Moore theorize

From the perspective of public opinion (Momodu, 20Erank 2011; Momodu, 2011; Kolawole, 2011), IBE
assessment of OBJ'’s tenure was defective and laghed sense. This Freudian slip provided the titoer for the
latter’s foolery enunciation, which partly conforriwsthe Gricean conversational maxim of qiy. Nonetheless, the
maxims demand total compliance, a kind of zero sliegiance from interlocutors, not shades or giadatof
conformity. To that extent, OBJ’s depiction of IBB a fool violates the maxim of quality. In theropn of Kazeen
Afegbua,IBB’s spokesman, “General IBB only made allusionte or-going probes in the National Assemk
several of which have exposed the rotten underluliyhat democratic regime of Obasanjo. He shoattar call
those who are exposing him through the pr fools and not direct his anger towards IBB.” It iebbe recalled the
the week-long facfinding exercise by the upper chamber of the Natlidssembly in August 2011, revealed sol
deeds and deals and how the Nigerian state wa®lgrasd primitivel' shortchanged by the administration
former President Olusegun Obasal

According to Blueprince (2011), “all those thattifésd at the Senate panel were in tandem in clioguthe
name of Obasanjo as responsible for the violatmnthe BPE Act wih impunity in a manner that the collect
interest of Nigerians was sacrificed on the alfapersonal gains... Obasanjo was accused by the d\@irector
General of the BPE, Ms Bolanle Onagoruwa, and lpaatls of the bureau that included former mir of the FCT,
Malam Nasir EIRufai, of subverting all la-down procedures in the privatization exercise Byrgeoff some of the
companies to individuals and organizations thatrditiparticipate in bids for the companies as theye traded of
at priees far lower than those of bidders.” For more dedareports on the issue in the Nigerian print ragdie
Akogun, (2011); Folasad€eyi & Anumie (2011); Odetola (2011); Olatunji (2D PeoplesDailyEditorial (2011);
Uche (2011). It was against thisclidrop that Afegbua considers it a height of ciagsponsibility for his principe
to be described as a “fool at seventy” as a bigghdassage from a man who has gained more from T®Bdrive
home his angst, Afegbua enjoined Vanguardreporter, “Péase go and check the dictionary meaning of ‘fanti
you will know the import of what | am saying
By implication, the media consultant is not unawefewhat OBJ's verbal abuse portends for IBB.

underlying factor in the dynamics of verbal ablaccording to experts, is the abuser’s low regardtfe abused. A
a result, the abuser attempts to place his viatira position to believe similar things about himherself, a form o
warped projection. After exposure to verbal abwsgjms may fal into clinical depression and/ or p-traumatic
stress disorder. If started at a young age, vaabate could lead to codependency, borderline peligpdisorder.
narcissistic personal disorder, and other psychodbglisorders that often plague m people into adulthood.
Perhaps, it is within this context that one canregiate 1BB’s resolve to take refuge in verbal sidfence, whicl
called for his use of words to prevent-escalate., or end an attempted assault. Expertalsrdn agreemenhat
verbal self defense is necessary as a means aterfgersonal boundaries and limits. Part of lewynhese skills
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includes learning how to identify communicatiorggers which cause one negative feelings and, inescases
what those triggers peesent with regards to what personal values therqterson are violatir

Furthermore, OBJ’'s speech act violated the maximelgvance, which requires speakers to stay orojbie.
Calling IBB ‘a fool at 70’ for criticizing his regie hardly providecappropriate response to the pertinent is:
raised in the critique. This point was underscdngdBB’s media consultant, Afegbua, in his reactiorOBJ’s barb
“We expected Chief Obasanjo to react to the substani General Babangida’'s submissions not deploy this
distractive strategy to shy away from the realéssat stake...We think and most Nigerians do, ale,the forme
leader went beyond hisounds to use very uncouth language to responché&d BB said in his interview. | want
refer yai to the published interview and, please find outnie, where we castigated Chief Obasanjo.” Besid&s
had been in the habit of criticizing IBB’'s governmi&vithout incurring the latter’s invectives. Initgpof such hars
criticism, IBB had maintairgk his cool mien. The reason, as claimed by Afeglaa that “General IBB is vel
magnanimous and tolerant of criticism; he does lik@ joining issues with his subordinates and sigusf’
Apparently, Afegbua, while returning ‘fire for firbad rejectecavoidance, withdrawal, deflection, compromise
all other such techniques for defusing potentiatjatile and/or abusive situations of conflict, blgy setting ai
ominous precedent, the implications for Nigeriawbiich brims over with the extremis of the reverse and obve!
sides of the coin.

5. Thefoolery concept and implicationsfor Nigeria
The implications of the festering war of words arany and varied some of which would be discussedig
sub-section.

5.1 Children as victims of cuite of intemperate langua

If anything, there seems to be no foreseeable @i bizarre and grotesque naked dance in th&etmace
by two of Nigeria’s most notable former leaderseThtractability derives largely from the revvingrve, agility,
verbal acrobatics, and regimented masterstrokésateadeployed by the competitors with effortleaseeand felin
fluidity to out-dance the other. But somehow, it could do Nigedee good. This naked dance is a kinc
competition, where the two comigers are comparing notes about who was more Heddewisionless, vicious, ai
wicked than the other. Yes, they are irredeemabtkdd in a fierce duel, or better still, in an iriet® stupor
exchanging notes with irritating metallic sibilantethe full glare of the public about who wasted the natc
golden opportunities the most. They strove diligemd educate us on the extent their ludicrous kifidvision
contributed towards perpetual darkness in conteargd¥igeria, thus turning the natiinto a national developme
paradox of some sortrich Nigeria, poor Nigerian:

The only snag with this kind of verbal warfare gt Nigerian children (like all other children, rked out by
their imitative tendencies) are prone to contragtime fodery virus as stoutly enunciated by OBJ and IBB taiet it
as a standard for expressinggroup and ow-group phatic communion. And in the event of thiglaed virus
developing into a full-blown AlDgike disease, the chances are that a typical Nigenfiild would glibly snort ou
‘You are a fool’ as an appropriate response to susimple fatherly injunction: ‘Go and prepare $shool’. This i<
in the light of the fact that leaders are easilegito embedding and transmitting culture. Twohef trajor primary
cultureembedding mechanisms are what leaders pay atteiatjoneasure, and control on a regular basis amd
they react to critical incidents and societal @isth essence, what a leader systematically paghtiain to
communicates majdoeliefs, what is noticed, comments made, casualtouns and remarks, becomes powerft
leader sees it and is consistent. That way, thaelelirough the instrumentality of subtle reinfonemt mechanismr
completes the culture embedding and transon cycle.

It is usual for parents to take relish in recollegtthe noble achievements of their children atage, but it i
unusual for sane parents to celebrate openly tpelassness of their own children at the sunsdteif tife. At the
dawn ofnationhood, OBJ and IBB had the rare privilege ekting a nation that bristled with vigour, vibranbgpe,
promise, and indeed immense potentialities. Adohmative stages progressed, the two lucky fell@wath thrown
up by the fortuitous engineegnof barrack alchemy) had the rare and exclusiveufe of directing the youn
blooming tendrils of the newern nation along the stake of destiny to blossaotm an exuberant foliage. But agai
the run of nature and contrary to the grand andleling visions of Nigeria’s founding fathers, they seizbé
nation by the jugular and practically engaged hea reverse gear of monumental ruins. Evidencéisffailure of
leadership is clearly scripted and acted out bynation’s degenerate state ofial infrastructure, parlous econon
high incidence of poverty, hunger, and destitutioomatose and epileptic power supply, flourishinigne wave,
insecurity of red alert proportion, joblessnesghhinortality rate. Not a few Nigerians think alik€ee Kolawale,
2011; Orjiako, 2011; Olumhense, 2001
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5.2 Stoking the fires of ‘Arab sprir

In this era of “Arab Awakening” when leaders (othex, rulers) who plundered the collective patrigmofitheir
people are being brought down from their Olym, heights to their knees through popular mass ugyigire ilk of
OBJ and IBB who unleashed unmitigated despoliatanour collective psyche with the jackboot menyatind
acquisitive proclivity of an occupation force araild mocking our group complancy. It would only amount t
unbridled audacity and callousness for these ctemato embark on a lowly and mean downhill skiofgcalling
themselves ‘fool’ at a very inauspicious time of\gg political socioeconomic challenges, the rodte/tich coud
easily be traced to their regimes. Or perhaps stith verbal indiscretions derived from their bdabconfidence th:
Nigeria is allergic to or is naturally immune frdhre political tsunami that swept through Tunisigyg, Libya, anc
still ravagirg Syria, Yemen Bahrain and the entire Arab worlderein the people are calling their leader:
question and cutting them to size. Well, the badsis that such confidence is anchored on theisgifuicksand o
fatuous fallacy given that the OBBB verbal fisticuffs bears the imprimaturs of combustiembers that often fe«
the classic populist revolution foretold by Karl M:

6. The foolery concept and Marxist ruling class contradictions

In this section, we seek to situate the ~IBB verbal warfae within the theoretical prism of Marxism a
explore the extent to which the faoH# was foregrounded by Karl Marx as contradictiovithin the ruling class th:
must precede every revolution. The wisdom of timis bf reasoning derives from the fahat it serves the common
interests of Nigeria and Nigerians to help magaifig amplify the battles and contradictions of thiang elite as on
sure way of exposing the stinking rot, upturning toeful status quo, and freeing Nigeria from tixeenousclaws
and jaws of underdevelopment and mammon oi-colonial servitude to which our parasitic rulingag$ ha
irredeemably tethered the Nigerian nation. Perhiajisonly reasonable and fair to worry about plaglous state ¢
our dear Nigerian nation after fifgne years of independence, because ouripdspendence leaders (hay, rule
contrary to common logic and against the grainsatiire, have willfully and blissfully engaged Nigein the
perpetual reverse gear of underdeveloprn

Given the OBJBB verbal fisticuffs, one needs not wonder againyvNigeria has been ‘underdevelopit
rather than developing. As Momodu (2011) opinew& had any doubts in the past about why Nigesimithis
squalid state, this divine intervention is dned to unveil what the masquerades have been hfding us.” Of
curse, the stench that oozed from the ‘unpresidemitercations provided useful insights into thendsets that ha
informed instrumental leadership in Nigeria sinééQ.

The several soal theories that emphasize social conflict hax@s in the ideas of Karl Heinrich Marx (1¢
1883), the German political philosopher, politieabnomist, and social theoriSocial conflict theor as a Marxist-
based social theory, argues that incuals and groups (social classes) within societyehdiffering amounts c
material and nomaaterial resources (the wealthy vs. the poor) aatlthe more powerful groups use their powe
order to exploit groups with less power. The twahméds by whickthis exploitation is done are through brute fc
and economics. Thus, the social conflict theoryestahat groups within a capitalist society tendntieract in ¢
destructive way that allows no mutual benefit atttelcooperation. The solution Marm proposes to this problem
is that of a workers' revolution to break the peodit and economic domination of the capitalist slasth the aim o
reorganising society along lines of collective ovag and mass democratic control. Marx expected the
resulting economic cycles of expansion and coritractogether with tensions that will build as tlerking class
gains greater understanding of its exploited pmsi{and thus attains class consciousness), wilitteetly culminate
in a socialist revolution.

Through the socialist revolution as Marx reasomadn will enter 'the realm of freedom'. Consciousnesl
then not be the distorted ideology of oppressiva@ataelations, resulting from the product's dontior over the
producer, but will behte expression of the scientifice-orientated will of the collective producers, ofcedized
humanity'. 'The free development of each will be tlondition of the free development of all.' By iigtion,
working-class consciousness is then, for Mas, the comprehending in struggle of the processutiitr which the
proletariat develops from its identity as formed dapitalism (the mass of exploited w-labourers, the class 'in
itself') to the working class organized as a retiohary force for theaking of power and the building of socialit
(the class ‘for itself').

The ruling class contradictions, which were cle@ydent in the OE-IBB verbal fac~off offers the Nigerian
working class limitless opportunities to challerige enslaving politic. economy of Nigeria being adroitly sustair
by the apostles of instrumental leadership andretiie realm of freedom’ in the Marxist sense. Ligkthe
gladiators have been quite prodigal in supplyingexians with sizzling scoop about each othernoble exploits
and other instances of official malfeasance whey tield sway as the President and Commein-Chief of the
Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigerigaatous times. Momodu (2011) alluded to this factst
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It is pertinent to exaine both leaders critically since they have dehbaly provided us the uniq
opportunity of seeing their dirty linens in publiglany of our youths who hardly have a gc
knowledge of Nigerian history would ultimately béihdrom this unfortunate sa. | pray they
would and seize this opportunity to know how Nigdanded in this intractable mess. These
Generals are the luckiest Nigerians alive. Bothehananaged the biggest chunk of our resot
with little to show for it. It would be nice to ve them tell us where all that money has disapok

While returning the unprovoked jab thrown by IBBBDwent down the gory lane of memory to dig up
filthy mess, which IBB bequeathed to the haplessraugeneration of Nigerians. According to Olya & Samuel
(2011), OBJ wondered why Babangida would describeigh-year rule as a waste, explaining that he (Babah
had the opportunity to build more power plants daths when he was president considering the amdunboey
the nation had in itgoffers at that time. On his part, IBB reacted ewvéth greater intensity to OBJ’s clain
contending that Obasanjo had no moral standingltioess him, given reports of gross misdemeanourgfiech he
(Obasanjo) was noted for as a civilian presidAccording to IBB’s media consultant, Kazeem Afegbt@basanijc
cannot contemplate a comparison of his conquistaldand largely acquisitive regime that plunderad barc-
earned state resources, with that of IBB governmétht verifiable record of achvements.’

This naked dance in the public is a clear manifigstaof elite class contradiction, which Karl Mdoglieves
provides good reason for the downtrodden masseNigdria to enter the realm of freedom through pisp
revolution. Not many analys are very optimistic about the success and Vigluif such popular uprising in Niger
for reasons that border on the nation’s multicalt@nd diverse ethnic character as well as themnuan legendar
resilience of Nigerians. But given that even height of resilience has its elastic limits, unewdiclass
contradictions have inherent homogenizing effectebdimnic diversity and unify variegated viewpointsvards
mustering a formidable front that would light tiveder of proletarian revolution a upstage the ignoble syste

7. Conclusions

A week after the altercation, IBB declared thatwwild embrace former President Olusegun Obasartfeif
met. He reportedly made the comment in a briefritiegv with journalists at the Presidential Wingthe Murtala
Muhammed Airport, Lagos on his way to Minna. Tharjalists, who accosted him, asked what he wouldf
Obasanjo walked into the Presidential Lounge. Qimly IBB was on damarcontrol mission. But unfortunately,
is too belated to viti@ the pang of the sting. Words are like arrowscéshot forth; it is impossible to recall the
Embracing OBJ after referring to him as the ‘grsafeol of the century’ is a fruitless fe-saving act that could
neither recall the filthy words nor rgate the pains of verbal abuse. It betrays théotesdmindset of one strugglit
in vain to swallow his words. The lion’s liver isid to be a vain wish for the dogs. Surely, OBJ&pkantine
memory would definitely deny him the luxury of amlerace.

If only IBB had exercised some restraints, he wdwdsle adhered strictly to Gricean conversationatims by
limiting his prebirthday news conference to reliving his heroicleitp when he held the reins of governanc
Nigeria as Military President.éhaps then, he would have avoided stoking thegrggpmperament of OBJ, whi
predisposed the latter to violate Grice’s coopeeatprinciples, thus leading to conversational igliire. As
cultureembedding and transmission agents, the elder stat’s verbal exchanges portend grave implications
socialization process and by extension, the masnbegt of the Nigerian society. All the same, theléry concep
as robustly enunciated by the former Heads of tligefan nation, presents a viable ion to Nigerians to
interrogate the elite class contradictions deriviimagn instrumental leadership with a view to disttiag it as gooc
riddance to bad rubbish.
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