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Abstract
Environmental sustainability through effective tieiag of Christian moral education is a search far tole of
moral and Christian education in preservation of'im@&nvironment. The study revealed that God cceatan
and put him incharge of other creatures and manability to preserve the environment has been lygtéd as
major cause of environmental degradation. Howetre, study provided that effective teaching of Ciais
moral education in schools could help in controthef problem. Three principles were highlighteds¢ove as
guide to preservation of man and his environmehe flesearcher however, is optimistic that effectéaching
of Christian moral education in schools would eqdigure generation with better understanding of
environmental preservation and hence sustainabiityan’s environment will be achieved.
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Introduction

The essential ingredients for human survival hagenbagricultural base and wealth from the sea.
Population increase warranted high rate of consiomitas rendered land that has been scare rathrersoare.
The increase is soil erosion and lost of farm |lhade posed a great challenge to human communtirins of
sustenance of the whole biosphere especially witte wpread destruction of species and continuoss &b
habitats. Efforts made to reverse these trendsrtsasustainability of nature were threatened ardeumined
by climatic change and environmental pollution. llaA’ intoned that environmental degradation is caused by
man'’s activities and environmental crises as altregunappropriate agricultural practices and dedion of
water sheds as well as road construction, barrésvggiused by mining, oil pollution from spillagess flaring
related problems and industrial pollution occasigniwaste generation decay, continuous exploitatibn
marginal lands, pollution pressure, drought or dé&mtion and flooding.

The above condition of our environment accordm@bendais caused by man’s quest for industrial,
technological and economic advancement. This homeraught about mass destruction and damage tosman’
environment. Environmental sustainability as a sobpf study incorporates the process of maintgirand
preserving the environment for onward co-habitatadnfuture generation. Environmental crises havenbe
globally viewed as a threat to man’s existencefatute development. In Nigeria in particular, thedigh rate
of flooding, erosion and desert encroaching into/'si&nvironment making it impossible for man totimaite
and make gain out of the scare land. This problamléd to the search for environmental sustairighila the
moral and Christian education.

Key Words: Environmental, Sustainability and Religion Edimat

Major Conceptual Exposition

Moral education is an aspect of study that deadlk how we ought to live. It is better described as
norms; values and knowledge which are systematisalected and presented to learners to enablertsmage
and function well in their environment. Nutsiiewed moral education as an art of building itite mind of a
learner knowledge or facts, values or principlesys and ethics which could help him to live peakaf any
given environment. Christian moral education ineshsystematic presentation of the teachings aydofvlife
of Jesus Christ. It is an assemblage of the tegstofnthe doctrine of Jesus Christ.

Environment according to Keftis a place where we live and work, that includes physical
conditions which affects the development of maifes IEnenn3 described environment as man’s surrounding
that harbours the resources for human sustenantdeuelopment. Federal Environmental Protectioerniy
considers environment to include human beings,damdters, plants and aninfalsSustainable development
simply means ensuring better quality of life whaims at protecting environment, enhancing sociaggass,
prudent use of natural resources and maintenanbiglfand stable growth. While the phrase “enwinental
sustainability” denotes a process of securing @gknerating natural, human, economic and socalurees to
enable them harbour and nourish man as God plafmdronmental sustainability could be better ustod
as creating avenue or designing laws which coul@ peotect and preserve human environment in otber
improve the safety of life. Hoffmardefines environmental sustainability to includepmiag out strategies for
ensuring that the components of nature are takenafa The above definition involves streamlinirgians to
enhance and maintain the quality of nature objecteffective co-existence. It also include faslngna way of
caring for the nature world to protect it from bgiat risk, or having negative influence on humativaes.
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Therefore the maintenance of the balance amongatugal object could be viewed as environmentatiasuzble
process.

Environmental sustainability through effective dieimg of Christian moral education simply suggests
instructing and encouraging learners or young gditgr on how to groom, preserve, nourish and miriteeir
surroundings or nature world to enhance future ldgveent and avoidance of environmental risk. Itlddoe
described as a process of inculcating in the youmges or learners those norms and values required
revitalize the natural resources using Christiaatepts and practice so that they will serve matebgt future.

In the word of Nucdéisustaining environment through the teaching of €iam moral education include teaching
or impacting on the learner a better approach wab@nd economic activities which are geared towar

preserving man’s environment in order to avoid detation. Udez8 maintained that the teaching of Christian
religion will enhance re-orientation to younger sio® the principles of the scriptural demand.

Christian Moral Education and Environmental Sustainability

Christian and moral education is interwoven andwsh is inseparable. Christian Education dictates
roles that could shape and foster human historynamicl. When man lost their hold on religion, miyagoes
with it, and what is left is moral confusion, aratietal decay set in. Religious laws be it Christidinduism or
Islamic religion are binding, permanent, absolgesach influence human behaviour. Moral laws hawreare
derived from religion and are also strengthenedeligious sanctions.

Environmental crisis could be better understooa@ assult of a break in the fundamental laws. Man’s
inability to understand, interpret and observe riiggious laws has been viewed by scholars like igbat®,
Hoffman and Lesl# as major factor in man’s failure to manage ands@mes his environment. The biblical
injunction in Genesis 1:28b states:’ be fruitful.ill the earth and subdue it and have dominion ovewas
misunderstood, hence the abuse and mal-handlirigeonvironment. The biblical record of Gel? gave a
description of the first abode of man while Ger8lgave the principles and modalities by which theshere
could be managed and sustained. The word ‘subde&tion and have dominion over creation’ could be
simplified to mean putting man in charge of allatien as steward of the earth and not for expioitatGen.
2:15 projects clearly the view that man’s ultimatée is to take care of other creations. Man howeas the
head of all other creatures is expected to carepaeserve the nature world. In Gen 2 :15 God’snitida is
made know; man should maintain, manage and milketh@ronment. However, man’s activities these days
suggest a misconception of God’'s command; hencallaback to God’'s ultimate command as a means of
rebuilding the environment for future sustenandee Pprocess of adopting religious teachings to atizé and
revalue nature so as to prevent its destructiorksnarsignificant new phase in religious thoughtleled as what
is necessary at this present generation is compselee revaluation of man’s environment so as it wal
continue as a viable species on a degraded plantst & his means that religion has to adopt diffeenswers
that will differ from those that see nature worlsl @ commodity to be exploited. Christian moral cadion
encourages values and ethics of reverence, respsttaint, redistribution, responsibility and resé for
formulating a broader environmental ethics whiotiude human ecosystem and other species. Withaledf
religion man advocates reverence for the earthitahldng evolutionary trends and respect for theiatyspecies
which share the plant with man (Ogunbodebe andutkap.259)% Religious ethical laws of restrain guide the
use of natural resources on which life dependsseoure equitable distribution of wealth, recogmitiof
responsibility of human beings for the contigwf life and renewal of the energies for the ¢tgeavork of
building a sustainable earth community as contigoubf religion in sustained environment. Christiatigion
offers moral definition to human conducts, andriedtires them with ultimate values which join maithvihe
supernatural world. From the teachings of Christaigion, Moral principles are drawn to help pmegsehuman
life and created order. The most essential valuetying the establishment of moral education isn&iill in
man respect for others and environment, hence exatign geared towards protecting life and properjudged
morally good and fundamentally rights.

Christian Moral Principlesfor Sustainable Environment

All religions of the world have expressed some agthconcern for the environment and its creatures.
Religion has accorded moral significance to oteatres and as such has some ethical responsghilit care
for them. Throughout history the world religionsvhaunderstood the earth to have religious valuekthat
human being has the obligation to care for therenment. These concerns are found in historicalhieg of
every world religion though it may not be in thdwad practice for instance in the whole world rigig greed
and destructiveness are condemned, while restaaidtprotection are affirmed by most religious tiiadis.
Every religion view the earth as sacramental and ttleology compliments the conception of human
stewardship ethics, hence the need for cautioroenthe nature world should be handled. Christidigiom has
offered man with some principles that could guidannin management of his nature world. The prinsiple
include:
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1. Principle of justices and respect: These priesidlemand equal treatment for all creatures, éxtépere
is significant reason for a shift. Justice entkdis play in every issues of life. It emphasizettbae should
act in ways that treat others equitable and faigidance of discrimination or wickedness as well as
ensures that both parties plays by the rules. Eitgliman owes moral obligation to act fairly toeth
nature world. Christian moral education teacheséms and respect for others (creatures), man rewev
is expected to be guided by these principles. crstnd respect demands that every action muskba ta
in accordance with the requirement of God’'s lawedture law) hence any action that violates the
universal rule of conduct is termed unjust and mha. Justice advocates fairness and transcendést in
totality and when applied it helps to shape mants/éies which violates the society/environmentstice
and respect as aspect of Christian moral virtuesadels total fair play and care for others as himkdk
a result of man'’s failure to be fair that lead tleitation and domination of nature world; themefo
fairness and respect have been considered as fagoowth and comfortability which are ingredidat
environmental sustainability.

2. Principle of sustainability has also been seea major principle that guides environmental growthis
principle emphasize that man should be considemateprudence in management of his environmental
resources to ensure future development and groWwhiis implies making sure that man does not
compromise the future generation’s needs with mgetiday’s needs. Man should apply the principle of
equitably balance as a key to sustainability of mavironment.

3. Principle of sufficiency and compassion: Thesaqgiples entails that all creatures are entitieahough
foods to live on earth and flourish. The principliscourages wasting and hoarding of resources which
God has endowered in man’s environment.  Thieadthorms of sufficiency is closely tied to thetioo
of moral significance, which means that everythimgvorthy of man’s ethical concern. These prinaple
complement the principles of justice and fairnédsral and Christian education places greater eniphas
on sharing and empathy and demand that man shewlel émpathy for other creatures. Environmental
ethics asserts that other animals, plants and elsmare morally significant and man has the
responsibility of ensuring that their needs aretn@e. It is however impossible to consider onerelat
in isolation to others, hence there will be envinemtal disaster because there are all tied togéth¢he
well being of each other.

4, Principle of solidarity and right of participati: These principles advocate man’s relationshi wther
creature in a given environment. It assumes theratreatures are part of man’s biological familyoor
local community and this challenges man to condidisrfull range of relationship between the eanthl
his environment. Solidarity in this case requirean to consider other creatures as his extended
community, and act in such a way that reflects eamdor the well being of them. Participation dewgn
the idea of solidarity to make it practical. Ther@dads of solidarity point to us the right of papation
so that those that are affected by environmentaistans could help shape how it could be amended an
manage. Participation here involves planning, dejag and evaluation of the impact of man’s action
future welfare of human being as the chief managfenll creatures. Imperatively, Christian moral
education advocates man’s application of theseciples in management of his environment to ensure
environmental sustainability.

Recommendations

Man does not own anything on this earth planet, imanguest on the earth and should have respect fo
the earth that hosts him. As a result of the méspretation of the biblical text in Genes®, Imany Christian
presumes that man is superior to animals and natuteGenesis*? holds man as a steward to nature world in
other word’s man is to cultivate, manage and prestire environment for posterity.

1 Man therefore, should work as a trustee of theator, as the creator is being perceived from his
creations.
2. Man should relate with nature world as an iigelt and noble master and guardian but not as a

headless exploiter and destroyer. The mandate @eel tp man have dominion over the visible worldsistnof
priority of ethics over technology in the primadylife.

3. Man is obliged to share in the lordship roletha# creator over nature world in which he livesthis
way Christian religion mandates man to care for thevironment as specific responsibility of his queral
dignity, his life and also for his present and fetgenerations.

4, The teaching of moral laws and Christian modaication should be used in the development of @mor
comprehensive worldwide ethics required for moveiniewards sustainability; whether from an anthragudc

or biocentrism perspective.

5. More adequate environmental laws should bmditated and passed as public policy to ensure fair
management of the environment. Scholars of relgmswell as religion leaders and laity should tade in the
articulation process of the stipulation.
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6. There is need for the government and sciertistgork together with religion educationists irlthney
the loss of species, top soils and natural resswasevell as to migration effect of climate change.
7. There should be ethical laws that would bind finam not only committing suicide, homicide, busal

biocide and ecocide. The coalition of the aboveatereground for dialogue and creature partnership in
envisioning and implementing long range sustainablations to most of the environmental problems.

The above recommendations are paramount and cribe@duse the attitude and values that shape
people’s concepts of nature comes primarily frofigi@us world views and moral practices. Moreovire
moral imperative and value systems of religions iadispensable in mobilizing the sensibilities afople
towards preserving the environment for future gatien.

Educational implications of the Study

The primary aim of education is to enhance manisterce and growth on earth. If man’s ignorance of
his role to protect and preserve his environmerst fesulted to environmental degradation and riskhen
implies that proper Christian moral education iguieed to put man aright. In this study, environtaén
degradation has been analyzed from religious petispethat showcased how Christian moral educatmuid
enhance proper enculturation of biblical principéasl values required in the management of the emvient
could be implemented. It implies that adequategimlis education of school children is a major fadto
creating awareness and possible reduction of emviemtal risks In view of the fact that environménta
degradation is humanly induced, the solution tlieg in man’s proper understanding of the injunctio Gen
1:28 and its proper implementation shall restoeegrth community and guarantee human sustainabilit

Conclusion

Among other aims of moral instruction is the expesi offers to the learners on the need to nurture
man’s environment for peaceful co-existence, waikgistian religion offers moral definition to humaonducts
and re-structure them with ultimate values whidhn jman with the supernatural world. Moral princgplhich
are drawn from Christian religion are meant to gres human life and environment; hence the mosintiss
value underlining the establishment of moral edoeats to instill in man respect for his fellow ham and
environment.

Moreover, religion has been considered as the esalyject that gives moral definition to human
conduct and embellishes them with ultimate valaes, consequently links them up with the supernatwoad.
Christian religion however has the potentials fmosth running of the society. Christian religi@nain agent of
good morality that produced love, compassion, emparuthfulness, respect, reverence, fairnessjastice
which governs the environment. These moral valoesdcbe adopted in management of environmentakdns
the present world. In this way, Christian and rheducation offers the re-orientation packages wikitshape
human behaviour towards natural world.

Christian religion studies projects man as Godpulies whose mission on earth is to care for and
maintain the world. In this way man has been etgrusvith the duty of preservation of other creatrence
man does not have the authority to deprive evemtimaals of their rights.

It is therefore expected that man should find rf@e between benefiting from the blessing that the
earth has to offer and preserving the creaturésoaiscommanded man to do to ensure future sustétgabi
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