Research on Humanities and Social Sciences www.iiste.org
ISSN (Paper)2224-5766 ISSN (Online)2225-0484 (@)lin “—.i.l
Vol.5, No.12, 2015 ||$ E

Terrorism and Insurgency in Northern Nigeria: A Study of the
Originsand Nature of Boko Haram

Omobuwajo Olufemi Ajibola
Nigeria Defence Academy, Kaduna (Postgraduate Refse

ABSTRACT

This study attempts to unravel the ctiaristics of the Boko Haram sect in northern Nmeihe
activities of the group became profound in 2008presm and insurgency were identified as its majoategies.
This paper engaged qualitative methods and madadbuse of secondary sources. The group made greater
impact in Nigeria than previous extremist groupshsas Maitatsine and Shiite group, hence the need t
understand its evolution, ideology and motivatidhe group was discovered to have expansionist tenele
with foreign support of other Islamic fundamentabisganizations. Three motivations of the sect weomted
out to include religious extremism, resentment dferkilling of their members and poverty. Among fdamous
attacks were the bombing of Nigeria Police Forcaddgiarters and the UN House both in Abuja and 2@
also carried out the Christmas day bombing at Strd¢m Catholic Church in Madalla near Abuja on 25
December, 2011. The federal government, the intema community and other stakeholders took itiites to
end the onslaught through coercion, sanctionsyffé dialogue, negotiation and amnesty but alk¢hleave so
far failed to bring an end to the hostilities. Tlsidy gave a number of recommendations to mitigfaite
prolonged crisis and concluded by underlining thpadrtance of addressing the root causes of thdgshbsuch
as poor governance, poverty among others.
KEY WORDS: Boko Haram, Terrorism, Insurgency, Northern Nigeria

INTRODUCTION

The Boko Haram sect is alleged to halledkover 5,000 people in various attacks sinc@20n tracing
the origins of the sect, Xan Rice wrote that “inthern Nigeria, Sharia law was already in placeoteBoko
Haram launched in 2002.But it was applied mildlg dailed to check the unbridled corruption, inedfied and
unfairness. Poverty levels were high and growiny] &or most youthful people there were not many job
prospects. Boko Haram was founded on beliefs, bot governance was the catalyst for it to sprehthdre
had been appropriate governance and a functiométe, Y usuf would have found it very difficult tacceed”. It
was further revealed that before Yusuf's executidwko Haram had a microfinance system, operatedr &nd
its own ruling councils and emirs, the followersethed far beyond Maiduguri and Borno state, acnasthern
Nigeria, as well as into neighbouring Niger, Canoerand Chad. Ahmad Salkida, a journalist with clirges to
the sect reported in an interview days before #ethd of Yusuf, that he was growing increasinglyitaniit and
said “Democracy and the current system of educatioist be changed otherwise this war that is yedtdot
would continue for long” (Rice, 2012).

Violence, terrorism, insurgency and in NMerh Nigeria escalated with the extra-judicialikil of Boko
Haram leader, Muhammad Yusuf in 2009 at a deterfaeility in Maiduguri. He was accused of trying to
escape which necessitated his death accordingetaNtherian Police. The crises came to a head wiéh t
declaration of State of Emergency by President Gm&dlonathan on May 14, 2013 over three North€tast
states of Adamawa, Borno and Yobe by invoking tleigions of Section 305, sub-section 1 of the @ari®n
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999, as amend&e@ erstwhile Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambas®r
Olusegun Ashiru later explained that Adamawa wakided in the emergency rule because of its prdyintoi
Cameroun and the need for the military to have @deveirea of coverage, to hinder the insurgents fiaxing
any hiding place (lkuomola, 2013).Analysts and $amfsohave come to the conclusions that the aims and
ambitions of the Boko Haram are unlimited compareeéarlier groups such as Maitatsine and Shiinigts.
Albert Horsfall, a retired Director of the Nigerg&aNational Intelligence Agency (NIA) articulatedath “the
terrorists intend to stay in this country, estdblisemselves and then pursue a political agendthelpast we
have dealt with such terrorist elements” (Basséy,32.

ANALYTICAL PROCESS

This paper employed qualitative methodscoadary source of data such as internet, text fhook
newspapers, journals, recorded information andrswere extensively used. It also made use of bistiorical
method and descriptive analysis. Qualitative methace used to discover and facilitate the undedgtgnof
relationships between variables while quantitatimethods are useful for recounting social phenomena,
especially on large scale. Qualitative methodsnaBocial scientists to offer richer explanationsl ametaphors
of societal apparent fact regularly on a small@lescBy using two or more approaches, researchgsbmable
to determine their findings and provide a moretlegite representation of the social world. Thidgtutilized
the internet to collect extensive data on the suhjeatter of the study. Data collected from allséhesources
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were complemented by the logical observations addment of experts on the subject matter (Ogunbarer
Ogunbameru, 2000: 197,205).

A descriptive approach to research isedalls groundwork for research. Its reason is basdtie figures
of the research analysis. So, the descriptive reBezannot take into details the validity of thegarch results,
because it does not explain the causes of thetreé3nlthe other hand, Analytical approach focuseshe
process of the final result rather giving significa to the result. Analytical approach stands gmmate in all
stages of research, right from the articulatiorthefsis to the formulation of arguments on the issuentioned
in the research (Kalpesh, 2013). This study alsdem#se of content analysis, a method of studyirig thaa
methodical, objective and quantitative manner toasoee variables. It identifies precise distinctesn
unemotionally within passage and works (Ogunbame@gunbameru, 2000: 273).

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS

For the purpose of conceptual explanation andnhit khe level of uncertainty, which is among théesu
and characteristics of academic research, it iitapt to examine some of the concepts and teraisate used
in this study i.e. Boko Haram, Terrorism, and lgguncy.
Boko Haram

The group is known in the Arabic languageJam'atu Ahlis Sunnah idda'awatih wal-Jihad (People
Committed to the Propagation of the Prophet's Tiegshand Jihad). The name “Boko Haram” is a Haussae
whih only the Hausa peoples understood and is gpoand name comprised of Hausa and Arabic. The Hausa
applied the term “Boko” to western forms of edusatso when the term “Haram” is appended to it tient is:
‘the Western education system is haram’, haram imgdorbidden. It is based on the principles whileé group
constantly repeats as a form of advice to Muslimajnly parents, university students and all linkedthe
educational system. The set had no ideologicaldaentil 2002. The practical and procedural ingtoncof the
movement is outlined by its view that the accontptient of the Sharia can only be achieved througtedr
conflict to remove a tyrannical government. Theugralso argued that the Islamic system of educatias
wide spread within the country before the arriveth® missionaries and continued until the colasialfully
took over. This in their view affected every aspettife in particular the educational system thsreroding
some doctrines of Islam (Murtada, 2013:4-5, 15, 1T)his preaching, Yusuf criticized northern Muosséi for
participating in what he believed to be an unlav#tate and encouraged his followers to protestparidout
from the society and its politics. Both the Maita¢sand Yusuf's followers rejected Western civitina and
called for the severe enforcement of Sharia lawhrf§on, 2011). Over time, the group’s members saw
themselves increasingly at odds with the secul#naaiies, whom they came to view as representsativiea
fraudulent, illegal, Christian-dominated federavgomment. Their disappointment in local governmeaters
was worsened in the summer of 2009, when authsritieBauchi refused to allow them to preach anduiec
publicly (Onuoha, 2010: 58).

Terrorism

It is understood to be an illegal and emtlactivity, mostly directed against governmeiitse U.S State
Department defines it as “the use or threatenedtigmlence for political purposes to create dests fear that
will aid in extorting, coercing, intimidating, ortlerwise causing individuals and groups to altegirth
behaviour”; It is also seen to “consist of illegdfacks and threats against people or property dnypap for the
purpose of weakening a hated political authorigfso, terrorism assumes an international dimensiban the
victims, targets, terrorists, and location of theident or the means to carry out the act involwrenthan one
country (Roskin & Berry, 1990:243). In November 20@ United Nations Secretary General report desdri
terrorism as any act “intended to cause death ouse bodily harm to civilians or non-combatantghaihe
purpose of intimidating a population or compellinggovernment or an international organization toodo
abstain from doing any act”(UN, 2005).

Terrorism has been practiced by a widgeaof political organizations to promote their altjees. It has
been practiced by right-wing and left-wing polilicgarties, nationalistic groups, religious groups,
revolutionaries, and ruling governments otherwisevin as State Terrorism. The most widespread inwdige
terrorism is that it is carried out by small andrstive cells highly provoked to serve a particidause and
many of the most deadly operations in recent tinsesh as the September 11, 2001 attacks; the London
underground bombing, and the 2002 Bali bombing vpémened and carried out by a close circle, conpade
close friends, family members and other strongadautworks. These groups benefited from the flew bf
information and resourceful telecommunicationshtove where others had failed (Sageman, 2004: B59-1
Insur gency

It is an armed upheaval against a constituted aityhd he nature of insurgencies is an indefinitaoept.
Not all rebellions are insurgencies. There havenbeeny cases of non-violent rebellions, using civil
confrontation, as in the People Power Revolutiothi Philippines in the 1980s that ousted Presitiarcos
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and the Egyptian Revolution of 2011(Robert & TimotB009). Anywhere an uprising takes the form onhed
rebellion; it may not be viewed as an insurgencyaifstate of belligerency exists between one or more
independent states and rebel forces. For examphingdthe American Civil War, the Confederate Stabé
America was not recognized as a sovereign statejthuas recognized as an aggressive power, ansgl thu
Confederate warships were given the same rightdnited States warships in foreign ports (Hall, 2046).
Insurgency always carries an implication that thigets' cause is unlawful, whereas those rising ilipsee the
authority itself as being illegal and unconstitnib(Osanka, 1962).

The Iraq insurgency is one example ateognized government in opposition to multiple up® of
insurgents. The use of the phrase insurgency damgynize the political incentive of those who plegtin an
insurgency, while the term brigandry implies noitcdl motivation. If a rebellion has diminutive goort, for
example those who continue to resist towards thee afhan armed conflict when most of their alliesrda
admitted failure, then such a resistance may beritbesi as brigandry and those who participate agbds
(Lieber & Hartigan, 1983:95). The United States &wment of Defense (DOD) defines Insurgency as “an
organized movement aimed at the overthrow of attated government through use of subversion anakedr
conflict”. Insurgency and its strategies are asaddwarfare itself. Joint doctrine defines an Igsacy as “an
organized movement aimed at the overthrow of ateatesd government through the use of subversiath an
armed conflict” (U.S DOD, 2007).

THE EVOLUTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF BOKO HARAM

There are differences in opinion over #itcurate date and conditions under which thepgtioat became
known as Boko Haram was first established. A seNigerian military officer has suggested that theup has
existed in some form or another since 1995, whileeis have written that it was founded in 2003 084
(Gusau, 2009; Onuoha, 2010:55).However, Boko Harasnbeen in subsistence since 2002 but becamegpopul
and notorious in July 2009 when its members hadugaband prolonged clash with security agents Wwhd
wanted to dismantle the group, comparable to wihdidito the Maitatsine group in 1981 and 1984. doev,
Boko Haram fought back obstinately and the dedthotoboth sides was estimated at about 500 in 2008e.
The major centre of violence around this time waBayan quarters in Maiduguri. There was a recueef the
group in July 2010 at northeast Nigeria, startinthwow-intensity violence and subsequent transftion into
sophisticated methods of operation that was nattickd with the sect in the past. They killed peligen,
soldiers, politicians; burnt schools, churches, Hiectoral commission’s office (INEC) in Maiduguthey
evolved to suicide bombings, and in June and Aug0&i, they launched series of bomb attacks oNitperian
police headquarters and United Nations office, botAbuja .In September, 2010 the sect took itsrafpen to
another level by undertaking a successful ‘prismak’ operation, to set its members in confinenfiere (TSA,
2011:42).

Similarly, Adeniyi (2011:106-109) sugted that the origins of Boko Haram dated back@22when
Muhammad Yusuf, the spiritual leader and foundethef sect, an indigene of Jakusko in Yobe State to
recognition within the Salafi Islamic circle (Walig@s) preaching against western education, the rgovent
and calling for Jihad with a special focus on tleuths. He moved from Muhammadu Ndimi Mosque to
Daggash Mosque both in Maiduguri, before he finglbt a piece of land at the Railway quarters tddbai
mosque and house from his father-in-law, Baba Ftiguwas seen as a crusader for the poor and thgaby
numerous followers which increased his influence anthority. A splinter group among Yusuf's follorsevent
on to form the ‘Taliban’ and attacked police stafidn Yobe Stations in September 2004, with sudoged
attacks on policemen in Bama and Gwoza in BornteSi#hey were to escape into the Mandara mountains
the border with Cameroon upon a crackdown from Négesecurity agents. Yusuf reconciled with thistifan
in 2005 who had accused him of being too flexillénis approach to the Islamic jihad campaigns; frgmnil
2007, violent attacks stemmed from Yusuf's grouthwissaults on public buildings and police postgarts of
Bauchi, Borno, Kano and Yobe states.

It was recorded in another account thahdmmad Yusuf was born on January 29, 1970 ina willage
known as Girgir in Yobe State. He was a Tsangayda@ig¢ teacher, once a Shi'ite faithful and afterds
joined the Izalatul-Bid'a wa lgamat al Sunna (I3ateovement and again left to be with the Shabadlaht. His
radical point of reference was linked to Ibn Tayyaily after whom he named his mosque in Maiduguekisg
to eliminate Nigeria's secular system of governmeemd establish a Sharia law in the State similarateban
agenda in Afghanistan. Yusuf was charged to caurR@06 for receiving funds from an Al-Qaeda linked
organization but later released; he was able tsteBLji Foi, a former commissioner of religiousfafs in
Borno state, as well as foreign nationals as milggfrom Somalia and Sudan. The sect deployed eilipe
warfare method by using the civil population asekts from attacks by security agents, establistedsdll in
Yobe State called ‘Afghanistan’, stockpiled armsl @ammunition at Fadama Madawas in Bauchi state] ase
school as training ground for its fighters in Jgbin Taraba State and used a mosque in Kano toIpitac
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doctrines and ideologies. Moreover, they made giterto penetrate the South-West Nigeria when 38sof
members were arrested on their journey to Lag@909 (Olomojobi, 2013:222-225).

Boko Haram became latent for more thayear after their leader’'s death but re-emerged wike
leadership of Abubakar Shekau, who was describe8dikida as always studying and writing, and wasemo
devoted and modest than anyone else. In June Bt first suicide bomber struck, with an attacktlo& Police
headquarters in Abuja while a second suicide bonfbkowed two months later, in August 2011 which
exploded at the United Nations building in Abuj&,t@ move interpreted by Salkida as an attempigtden
existing links with al-Qaeda in the Maghreb by slitating Boko Haram’s competence to strike “western
institutions. Salkida asserted that the sect’s @agmpis not against a Christian President but eesorthern
governors and emirs as part of the institutiong€R2012).Simon Kolawole, recalled that Boko Hataomched
retaliatory attacks on the personnel of Nigeriaticeoin Maiduguri after the killing of their memtseiand
burning of their mosques in Bauchi state on thehtnigf July 25, 2009 and rioted in the Federal Lawstc
Housing Estate and Dutsen Tanshi areas of Baudding that it was beginning of the group’s attadKs.
identified three motivations of the sect to includgigious extremism, resentment over the killinigtioeir
members and poverty. He went further to classiffedhmain targets of the group as (i) the Northern
establishment (ii) the moderate Muslims (iii) thariStian; elucidating further that “the securityeagies are,
inevitably, in the line of fire. Boko Haram’s grauagainst the Northern establishment is well docuetk They
have killed Northern politicians and launched dagn the Shehu of Borno and Emir of Kano. WhenStkan
of Sokoto called for amnesty recently, he probatdg the next target” (Kolawole, 2013:104).

SPATE OF ATTACKS

The Boko Haram sect has carried out mbar of attacks. A number will be highlighted instlwvork.
The famous incidences were the June 16, 2011 Midawlice Force Headquarters bombing in Abuja. The U
House in Abuja was also bombed on August 26, 20iilevthe Christmas day bombing at St Theresa Cathol
Church in Madalla near Abuja on 25 December, 20&tlarmajor headlines around the world. The Headepsart
of the 1 Division Nigerian Army and Kawo bridge wegilso bombed in Kaduna on 7 February, 2012 (Omale,
2013: 98).There was multiple bomb blasts in Kand~aday January 20, 2012 with Zone One of the Nager
Police Force headquarters along BUK road, badlpyia suicide bomber, also affected was the heatiygaof
the State police command Bompai, Divisional potations at Yar'akwa, Farm Centre and Sabon Gadhei®
places attacked were the State Security Servic8)(B&dquarters office at Giginyu and ImmigratidPéssport
office at Farm Centre. Boko Haram’s spokesman AbdRaqga claimed responsibility (Weekly Trust, 2012:
January 21:2&3). The death toll was later estimaiidially at 185 and unofficial sources put it 260. The
Kano State Police Command reported that it logp@8onnel, the SSS lost 3, while the Immigratiorvise lost
2, 150 civilians were reportedly lost which incldd€hannels Television reporter, Enenche Akogwufigures
were given for the wounded (Shuaibu, 2012). Yetrehwere three different explosions in Bauchi onday,
January 22, 2012 two days after the deadly blaskano, killing 8 civilians and two security agemisre also
killed in confrontations with suspected Boko Harfomt-soldiers (Awofadeji, Shuaibu & Adinoyi,2012).

The operations of Boko Haram and itsréphi group, the JAMBS or ANSARWJama'atu Ansaril
Muslimina fi Biladis Sudan —Vanguard for the Praime of Muslims in Black Africa), became very knptit
abducted seven expatriates in Bauchi, five LebanasBriton and an Italian, all working for consttioa
company, SETRACO. It is believed that they areegelty aligned with Al-Qa’ida and responsible fdet
murder of British national Christopher McManus amid Italian co-worker, Franco Lamolinara on March 8
2012 in Sokoto, while working for a constructionngmany in Birnin Kebbi. Ansaru claimed responsililior
the kidnap of a French national in Katsina stat@@mecember 2012.1t also claimed liability for #i¢ack on a
detention facility of the police Special Anti-RobipeSquad (SARS) in Abuja on 26 November 2012.The
insurgent’s tactics are evolving toward the styfeimbernationalist jihadism such as kidnapping asuicide
bombs (Famutimi, 2013).

There was an attack in Daura, Katsindesten 16 May, 2013 where four banks were robbedicgo
stations and a prison facility were set alight. dfapeneral Garba Wahab, the former General Officer
Commanding (GOC) 1 Division, Nigerian Army, saidveel of the invading gunmen were killed. Three
soldiers were confirmed dead and a vehicle loadéuthe stolen cash was recovered, in additiootw AK-47
rifles. At a separate press briefing in Abuja oe aura attack, the Director of Civil- Military Adirs, Major-
General Mobolaji Koleoso, said the assailants wake army uniform. Five members of the gang lateddn
the exchange of gunfire with soldiers from the ZGt8lion, Katsina (Ogunwale, Akowe & Adeyemi, 201Bhe
Sect included another strategy on May, 2013 wighatioption of the kidnapping of women and childierader
of the group, Imam Abubakar Shekau, declared irideovrecording that the kidnapping would serve as a
reprisal for the imprisonment of wives and childafrBoko Haram by the security forces, 12 childbstieved
to have been kidnapped were seen in the videodedqtdoboh, 2013).
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The Boko Haram sect was able to recupeaalittle over a month after the declaration aftestof
emergency on May 14, 2013. Refugees fleeing thébted areas of Borno recounted seeing the tersayistting
better and attacking the people living in Gwoza Badha districts. They were also alleged to havétevriletters
threatening government workers to quit their jobface death. Further reports noted that the sketkL6 high
school students and two teachers in two attacksnardune 19,2013 while the Borno State commissiéover
Primary Education, Tijjani Abba Ali attributed thdestruction of over 50 primary schools in 2012 le t
insurgents (The Nation, 2013: June 23). On Satyrdialy 6, 2013 gunmen suspected to be members ki Bo
Haram or its splinter groups attacked GovernmenbBaary School, a boarding school at Mamudo, orother
edge of Potiskum in Yobe State. Lieutenant Laz&liysthe spokesman of the Joint Task Force confif et
20 students and 1 teacher were killed, with 4 stigured in the attack. While sources at the RRatis General
Hospital confirmed that 42 dead bodies were depdsit the hospital. The insurgents also attacketiacis,
health workers, government workers and drove fagrfrem their land and this could lead to food shges in
the area. Another attack was reported on a polat®as and a bank in Karim Lamido, Taraba Statéingithree
policemen. Another report by the Yobe State EmeargeManagement Agency (SEMA), revealed that 99
persons were killed transversely in the state ih32énd 135 others were either injured or had theirses burnt
during different attacks (Alli, Joel, Oluwasegumati and Agency reports ,2013:2).

Furthermore, the Boko Haram group wapscied to have launched an assault on a Mosquenduga
town, about 35 kilometres outside Maiduguri. Thegragsors reported to be wearing military camouflage
uniforms, killed 44 people praying in the mosquehwabout 26 injured, four members of the Vigilagteup
were also killed. In another attack at Ngom village kilometres after Maiduguri, 12 people were ddll
(Famutimi, 2013). In early August, 2013 there weraltiple bomb explosions in a mostly Christian
neighbourhood of Sabon Gari in Kano, in which afstel5 people were killed. As well, scores of militand
other security forces were killed in the operat{@muorah, 2013). Boko Haram has continued to wages of
attacks in spite of onslaught from the Joint TaskcE (JTF), the suspected Islamic extremists atthcn
agricultural college in the dead of night into #aly hours of, September 29, 2013 gunning dowrea®nf
students as they slept in dormitories and torclilagsrooms. Reports have it that as many as 5@rstuanay
have been killed in the attack that began at abautn. Sunday in rural Gujba, Provost Molima IditMaf the
Yobe State College of Agriculture, told The AssteihPress. “They attacked our students while theyew
sleeping in their hostels, they opened fire at theme said. Further reports said the Nigerian mnilit has
collected 42 bodies and transported 18 injured estted to Damaturu Specialist Hospital, said a mnijita
intelligence official, who insisted on anonymitydageise he is not authorized to speak to the prEsse$ of
Israel, 2013:September 29).

INTERNATIONAL LINKS OF BOKO HARAM

It is understood that the Boko Haram dente been greatly permeated by outside forceseatetnal
terrorist groups whose intention is to take overtppaf Nigeria as the Tuareg militants were abledtoin
northern Mali before French forces recovered tHiectééd areas. The terrorists cells and organizattbrown
out from different parts of the Middle East and thoAfrica such as Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Mali, Minia
among others, are all searching for territories simelters to prepare and carry out their activitibey must be
prevented from having a place of refuge in Nig€Tihe Nation,2013: June 16). There was a portiothefU.S
Senate investigation report on September 11 2(1dcks that indicated that the desert regions gleNa and
other West African countries could become havenghe Al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups. The repas
these to say:

The intelligence community has prepared a world rtzgt highlights possible terrorists

havens, using no secret intelligence-just indicptineas that combine rugged terrain, weak

governance, room to hide or receive supplies, anddopulation density with a town or city

near enough to allow necessary interaction withotltside world. Large areas scattered around

the world meet these criteria. In talking with Ancan and foreign government officials and

military officers on the front lines fighting temists today, we asked them: If you were a

terrorist leader today, where would you locate ybase? Some of the same places come up

again and again on their lists: western Pakistahthe Pakistan-Afghanistan border region;

southern or western Afghanistan; the Arabian Pefénsspecially Saudi Arabia and Yemen,

and the nearby Horn of Africa, including Somaliadaextending southwest into Kenya;

Southeast Asia, from Thailand to the southern Piities to Indonesia; West Africa, including

Nigeria and Mali; European cities with expatriatai$im communities, especially cities in

central and eastern Europe where security forceb morder controls are less effective

(WashingtonPost,2004:September:366-367).

In a similar vein, Ambassador Uche Okekdprmer Director General of Nigeria Intelligendgency
(NIA), once outlined Nigeria's vulnerability to terism, noting that Nigeria’s large Muslim poputatimakes it
probable for terrorists to persuade fixated Islasni@among Nigerian Muslims, listing other countriggh
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comparable threats to include Egypt, Morocco, S#udbia and Syria. He also mentioned Nigeria’'s eltss
with the United States as another reason for tistrattacks, explaining that Osama Bin Laden haglesd out
Nigeria as a country ripe for a jihad because efrihtion’s close ties with Washington. Quoting & @xpert
and former Ambassador to Nigeria, Princeton Lynthg, position of Nigeria as a major supplier of toilthe
U.S makes her susceptible to terrorist attacksk®lkegued that “it is further believed that disigtthe source
of oil to the Western world is a major plank of @reda’s terror tactics, and that by hitting oibtts overseas,
including those of Nigeria, terrorists can impacSl&conomic interests ... Already, there are credibports
that diverse outside radical Islamists continutetd opportunities to form local partnerships tiketat Western
targets”, (Oji, 2005). Nigerian security agencieseaaled the detention of a three-man horror celluging
Abdullahi Berende (leader), Sulaiman Saka and Shietewumi. Berende, the police said, was taught in
handling weapons and explosive devices in Iran, bhad studied there but police did not say how they
established a connection between the suspects@amd\evertheless, they were suspected to be plgmtiacks
on the administrative center of the US Agency faetnational Development (USAID) and the Peace §aap
well as the Israeli cultural center in Lagos. Haar@n Israeli newspaper) separately reported ttiatmen
staked out Zim, a major Israeli shipper. Also téedevere important Nigerian Muslim and military deas. The
government of Iran has denied connivance but tlega@ions have to be painstakingly investigat€imngs of
Israel, 2013: February 21).
There were reports that Mallam Bello aguom, an indigene of Damagun in Yobe State reptaté the

first state in Nigeria where youths openly accepted they were ‘Talibans’. Damagun was first aedsn 2002
over complications in the trip of three young merMauritania for Islamic education and he was latssumed
to have received $300,000 from Al Qaeda World Nekw&udan; purported to be used for acts of tesnori
Muhammad Yusuf, the late Boko Haram leader is salthve received various forms of support from Dguma
which includes sums of money, a 10-seater bus @ dpeakers; the former is suspected to have Vitksthe
Nigerian Taliban while the latter was also accusg&decruiting, sponsoring and transporting 14 memlod a
militia group to a camp in Mauritania for trainingcombat and terrorism (Omipidan, 2007).There weports
that Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) has extendedoffer of training to extremist groups in the
country. This might have helped the operationshef Boko Haram group, as it became more vicioudsn i
activities. Think Security Africa, a security thintank, observed that “there are number of fornmet eurrent
military personnel with explosives training. Theixpertise maybe misapplied to assist violent exgtsnin
carrying out their plans, particularly those exitaily personnel that are not obtaining their pemsiand other
benefits in a timely fashion and/or those with gaieces towards the Nigerian government”(TSA, 2023:4

Moreover, a Mauritanian and four othergevdetained in Kano on Tuesday, March 27, 2013 tver
abduction of a German engineer, Edgar Raupach wdrkswior Dantata and Sawoe Construction Company in
January, 2013 on the outskirts of Kano. The suspeete arrested at a superstore belonging to theitdaian,
AFP News Agencfcited by Pindiga, 2012: March 28: 1& 5) reporthds: “Guns and a laptop were recovered
in the store and documents found in the compuudied an AQIM operation manual, showing that soipe
are linked to AQIM and were involved in the kidnap the German engineer in January”. Furthermore, a
security source alleged that the architect was Muhammad, who was associated with AQIM and Boko
Haram, adding that the kidnappings were done irrotd get money for the operations of the lattdoyAvas
later arrested in Zaria on March 6 in a raid in ekhhe sustained some injuries and subsequentlyidi&$S
custody. Yet, another report in March, 2010 indidathat the AQIM offered to assist Boko Haram witining
and capabilities for mayhem (both sects use similarbols), (Olomojobi, 2013:223).

EFFORTS TOWARDS TRUCE AND PEACE

Northern elders including the SultanSolkoto, Sa’ad Abubakar, advocated for dialogue andesty to
be offered to Boko Haram and other Islamist sedtlwthe government subsequently accepted. Constguen
the President instituted the “Committee on Dialoguel Peaceful Resolution of Security Challengeshan
North” with 26 members, headed by Mallam Kabiru TramTuraki, the Minister of Special Duties on Ap2i,
2013. The Borno Elders and Leaders of Thought (BEad made a similar plea in 2012 (Adewumi, 2014A8)
major problem was identified by scholars which doadve prevented crises from reoccurring in Nigehat is,
the non-implementation of the recommendations ah@éssions of Inquiries. In various crises acrosgexa
and especially in the north, reports of probe pahale not been implemented, these includes thescim Kano,
Kaduna, Jos and other conflicts in the coun@@4, 2010). Lack of political will on the part of gavenent has
been identified as another factor for the negladt@abandonment of probe reports. At other timeseperts are
alleged to be biased, yet some were not implememteduse of fears that it will further escalate ¢tises as
was the case during the Kaduna 2000 Sharia cigeser Minister of the Federal Capital Territoryalldm
Nasir El-Rufai in an interview blamed the governinehPresident Jonathan for not implementing tiporeof
the Galtimari Committee on Boko Haram. Former iresident, Abubakar Atiku also alleged that the=faeb
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government did not implement the recommendationthefSheik Lemu Committee report on post-elections
violence of 2011.

President Jonathan in June 2013 banmda Blaram and ANSARU, its splinter group; the phbathdon
order was contained in Section 5(1) of the lawpriéscribes a minimum of 20 years imprisonment fomy*
person who knowingly, in any manner, directly attirectly, solicits or renders support for the corssion of an
act of terrorism or to a terrorist group”, whileeth).S government also placed a reward of U.S $itmithn the
head of Abubakar Shekau, the leader of the Bokaidaect. Analysts are of the opinion that this tgpment
signaled a new preparedness by the American gowammo confront Islamic extremism in Nigeria more
directly and argued that “the American reward stidugé accompanied by increased assistance in the dbr
intelligence, logistics and training, as well adust diplomatic backing. The comprehensive defdathe
terrorist scourge in Nigeria is as much a desirahleeome for the international community as it @ the
country itself” (The Nation, 2013: June 13). Ex-$ldent Obasanjo told the CNN that he had trieccézh out to
Boko Haram in 2011 through a lawyer who acted agytioup’s intermediary, and had asked if they hderaal
backing. He said the lawyer told him that the grougs receiving support from other Nigerians whoehav
resources overseas or “other organisations fromaabt Obasanjo had in 2011 made a widely-reportedact
with the sect; and the killing of the in-law to tlae leader of Boko Haram, Mohammed Yusuf, badlyhours
after, was seen as rejection of Obasanjo’s inteimenObasanjo said resolving the issue was centrahe
country’s progress. “Boko Haram undermines secuilyd anything that undermines security undermines
development, undermines education, undermines Heaitd undermines agriculture and food and nutritio
security” (The Punch2013: January 9).

The federal government of Nigeria had deagy well in the release of innocent women anddcén
detained in connection with the attacks of the Bblkewam sect and should seek genuine reconciliatitnthe
sect, coupled with the hope that the latter alsouaces its use of hostility and its crusade to Nigeria into an
Islamic state, bearing in mind that the countryomgtitution is secular and that its laws allows fiee will of
worship without coercion. Hannatu Musawa (2013: &4d advised that federal government thus:

Government should furtherdertake to rebuild and relinquish the Mosques
and properties that belonged to the Jam’a Ahl ahah lida'wa wa al-jihad
movement before the Borno state government undetdehdership of Ali
Modu Sheriff launched its offensive against theefpbe the murder of their
leader Imam Mohammed Yusuf. And most importanthg, on-going trial of
the security operatives who murdered Yusuf and jABaji Foi should be
intensified, together with the arrest and prosecutof the government
officials who allegedly ordered their execution.ofb actions would show
the sincerity and commitment of government to tactie root of this
problem and bring it to an end.

Tanimu Turaki, head of the Presidentiaiesty Committee, proclaimed a cease fire deal thithBoko
Haram sect on Monday, July 8, 2013 on Radio Frantsgnational Hausa services, adding that his cdtami
had contacted some top leaders of the group andhbie was a constructive answer from the gandelesathat
they would drop their arms for peace and unityhie horth-east region (Akhaine et al, 2013). Butdbase fire
agreement was disclaimed by the group’s leaderbAkar Shekau on Saturday, July 13, 2013 and thvedte
more attacks on schools. It was equally reported #n influential member of the Shekau-led secanm
Muhammadu Marwana corroborated Turaki's claim, $&ekau in a video message declared: “there is this
wicked rumour making the rounds that we have diaéolgwith government of Nigeria which led to a céiase
on our part. We have also heard how some of ouratipas and attacks are being credited to crimirfdssuch
the security agents have been killing our armed begmin the name of criminals, who were out on holy
mission, are being attacked and killed with theeladf criminals...Western education is a plot agalsistm, we
will kill school teachers who are teaching westeducation, western education is sin, and we dateiclka
students” (The Nation, 2013: July 14).

The United States government through ttf®Nigeria Bi-National Commission held discussionishw
Nigerian government officials in Abuja on August, ZB13 to find solutions towards ending the Bokaatia
insurgency. Nineteen Northern governors were idyitee American delegation was led the US Underegai
of State for Political Affairs, Wendy Sherman; assfstant Secretary in the US Department of Defehiggy
ranking Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Statesiftbe State Department, and officials from the AfBea
Command among other§He Punch,2013: August 13). Sherman explained that the USeigoment has
suggested to her Nigerian counterpart, a comprérerapproach that addresses socio-economic problems
articulates clear rules of engagement and commitsctountability for those who perpetrate violefareboth
Boko Haram and security forces, adding that Amewdhdemonstrate to Nigerians that their futurebigghter
in a more secure country. This approach she furthptained will be a multi-faceted strategy to dmurthe
threats posed by the terrorists and not just teeofiforce alone (Olajuwon, Chukwu & Okeke, 2013).
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On the other hand, observers are of b that the campaigns against terrorism in Nighage not been
effectively coordinated by the government, it hag been decisive and sometimes the efforts have bee
counterproductive. The ransom placed on Shekautl@mdmnesty offer by the government at the same tim
seemed to be contradictory. Colonel Hammed Aliirgd), reacted thus to the contradictory policiéshe
government, “the declaration of state of emerganayiree states and proscription of Boko Haram siga of
policy inconsistency on the part of the federalggovnent in tackling the sect. The only way to drmadctivities
of the sect is dialogue. Government must meet tf@ndialogue. Now with the onslaught on them, teets
members are melting into the society and if careastaken they will regroup after sometime” (Mulias&
Ibrahim, 2013).

The Borno state government paid a sumNDin Naira by cheque as compensation to theilfamf
Baba Fugu, the slain in-law of late Mohammed YusnofMonday, January 9, 2012; upon a ruling from a
Maiduguri High court. The state government alsomeaked 89.2 Million Naira to be given to 36 victims
identified by the Fannami Committee of Inquiry astidsome controversies (Olugbode, 2012). It is also
instructive to know that the victims of Boko Haraeteived some forms of compensation from the fédera
government as the sum of N450 million was annouracedonation on July 19, 2013 by Alhaji Bukar Tijja
the Minister of State for Agriculture to victims Adamawa, Borno and Yobe states. A donation oftéitks of
assorted grains was also given to the three stdtids business mogul, Alhaji Aliko Dangote offerexigive the
sum of N1 billion.

RECOMMENDATIONS

John Campbell (2013: 64), former AmeriGanbassador to Nigeria, suggested a way to mititfade
northern crises: “in the longer term, decentraisratof government authority outlined in the courdry
constitution but never really implemented wouldastep in the right direction. So too, would be niegful
implementation of the rule of law, such as the girnerosecution, trial and punishment of those @ed. Such
steps would help address the North’s pervasiveesehalienation from the Abuja government and, éasingly,
from the Federation.” Former Governor Kayode FayefrEkiti State, a security expert, also advocdtada
security summit and underlined the linkage betwpewerty and violence, stressing that developmenhat
occur without security. He imagined and wished timatney spent on the maintenance of security andepea
could have been used for economic development (Bmpra013). Therefore, there is urgent need for all
stakeholders to plan and actualize an economiclo@wvent strategy for northern Nigeria that will dimish
poverty, violence, youth unemployment and restigsnand by extension to cover the entire nation.

The federal government has also thoubbtiaerecting a barrier along the country’s bondigh Chad in
view of the level of insecurity in the Northeasgimn. It would be erected along the borders catedldo be
‘easily accessible’ to terrorists and criminalseTience is intended to restrain the internatiomaletisions of
criminality in the area. It was gathered througeliigence reports from the North-East that Niges along the
borders with Niger and Chad are exposed to recumetestations from criminals from these countrigkp are
in the practice of rustling livestock of Nigeriaarifners, stealing their farm produce and assaultiagvomen.
The raid dates back to the Chadian civil war in 1880s, and has since changed into terrorism, r@sgfo
militants and arms dealers are now believed todieguthese routes to stimulate trouble in Nigdtigs widely
believed that AQIM uses this route to enter thentiguand possibly assist Boko Haram. The governnent
expected to also install surveillance apparatusgaisith the fence, replicating what the United &sadiid along
her borders with Mexico, to prevent drugs and asmsiggling, called “border fence, rotted fence ordeo
wall”, and ultimately aid border management (Oyégb2013). It is also informative to note that Nigehas
about 480 irregular border crossings in its 4,508hketers borders with Niger and Chad (Olomojol6i12:224).

Horsfall joined other advocates for theation of special courts to try suspected casderofrism and
sabotage. He reasoned that “the judicial arm, iniqudar, has a major duty to perform in this matt€he
dispensation of justice is on the shoulders ofjtigéciary and the least one would expect from tgigiary in
the matter of violent terrorism, economic terroriamd corruption, is to emulate the action takerhayr Indian
counterpart, a commonwealth country like us, tougespecial courts to deal with these dangerousschsit are
capable of destroying our country. There are alfreadumber of Boko Haram and other insurgents hretgur
prison custody awaiting trial. One or two of theme #¢aken to court from time to time and for onehtecal
reason or another are returned to the cell, treses having been further adjourned! When will tresses be
dispensed with and justice done, to the stateeimthividual or groups concerned? What about ca@matibn for
the morale of the officers and men who labour éisly, and risk their lives day in and day outnnagtempt to
bring these alleged culprits to book?” (Bassey, 20lune 16:25). When alleged terrorists are taed
convicted or otherwise, it will serve as deterreticevould-be perpetrators.

CONCLUSION

The ideology of Boko Haram has spreadgngmsurement because of many socio-economic gdesan
that have produced an apparent marginalizationrsseturity among northern Muslim communities. Fertlits
bitterness toward the Nigerian government is shagederally among Nigerians, in spite of faith but
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predominantly in the north and especially among IMusommunities. The approach of the federal gorent
towards the security challenges posed by the Bokeaid have been be described by some observers as
confused, oscillating between crackdown and offamonesty. Yet, other scholars have advocatechtotdarrot
and stick’ approach. It became quite clear thatpttealence of violence in northern Nigeria andelstension

the whole country is a failure of governance. ®s8stve governments have failed in its role to offecial and
economic fairness in the society, a World Bank repoce described the country as that of ‘thrivimyerty in a
flourishing economy’. There is need for a re-dimition of wealth in Nigeria. For most members ofkBo
Haram, the sect became a refuge as governmenaited to provide jobs, opportunities and justicet, the rich
and privileged ones displayed affluence with irgegpble abandonment. Unemployment is a global
phenomenon but governance in Nigeria lacked th@riand preparedness to provide social welfare and
amenities for the citizenry in form of basic nedss such as food and shelter, a lot have beehttos
corruption, political patronage and wasteful spagdby those in the corridors of power. There isdnfe an
intelligence-driven national security establishmémit is trained and equipped to deal with the rset of
security challenges facing Nigeria.

The terrorist insurgency in Borno aneé thorth east has shattered not only the local eagnd has
further increased the crisis of paucity in the oegiAllied to this is the veracity of joblessnepsgdominantly
among young people. Youth unemployment across Miggands at a frightening level of over 60 percEot a
region with declining economic opportunities sushtlae north east, the figures could surpass 7GpercThe
practical absence of youth development programmes main deficit in national public management esyst
llliteracy and lack of educational opportunitiesaifaltering wedge to social and economic advanoénighe
states in north-east Nigeria remains some of thsetraducationally deprived regions in the Federatloris
estimated that only one out of seven pupils (13.8@8ftinue from elementary school to secondary afilc in
Borno State. Most of the youths have no accessiamospect to obtain occupational skills that wilke them
reasonably self-reliant. Poverty is actually a magballenge in Nigeria since hunger and deprivatéwa
catalysts to violence. The masses and the youth, filve shown, are poor. This has led some Nigefian
append no worth and regard to existence itself.
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