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Nigeria is a diverse country with about 150llih people; it is multi-cultural, multi-ethnic dnmulti-
religious; hugely pluralistic and clearly heterogeus. In fact, the beauty and strength of its erist as a nation
lie in the variety and unity of its set up. Imagiihe complexities and divergences that exist insthetch from
Port Harcourt to Sokoto; from Lagos to Maidugun,fem Enugu to Yola. The geographical landscapthe
country varies, stretching from the Sahel Savaringhe far North to the rain forest down Southt jlise the
people who are also remarkably unique in theirviiddial outlooks and orientations, but united inithe
humanity. These diversities are evidently manifésiie the citizens’ cultural and religious practicdsor
instance, there are more than 400 documented eghnoigs across the land comprising of millions ebple
who are adherents of the two major religions adtsland Christianity and, to a lesser extent, thditional
religion (Albert, 2002). The citizens are religiansprofession and even the Constitution is religicas it begins
with the words “UNDER GOD”, though the Nation hast mdopted any religion as a State Religion. God is
centrally considered in the affairs of the people.

Most Nigerians adhere to the two religions, thougts widely known that there are differencesheit
understanding and projections of the religions latthe intra and inter group levels. For instaitapite of the
fact that all Muslims are united in their belieftbe fundamental pillars of the religion, many loétn, however,
differ in their actions, sometimes determined bgtagan variation. The story is similar among theri€tians.
But that is not the main problem; rather the pabttion, manipulation or outright mischievous pajon of
these sectarian differences or identities combimigid ignorance and deep seated suspicions andbipes are
what often resulted into violent shocks and cotdflat the intra and inter group levels with seva@mesequences
on the security and integration of the Nation (P2€4.0).

In recent years, the frequency and prevalence af sanflicts appear to be on the increase in Nigeri
Fifty years after our independence, we are stififianted with some irritating and unacceptabledadiout our
social reality that continue to dent the integatyd unity of the Natianin particular, ethno-religious violence
and fears have literarily redefined our understag@dind concept of trust as the basis of peacefeixisience,
especially in Northern Nigeria. For instance, tedw 1976 and 2009, over 100, 000 people hadHestlives
and property worth billions of Naira have been dBgd in more than fifty recorded ethno-religiowsfticts in
that part of NigeriaNewswatch, Nov 2, 2009; Elaigwu, 2004). These conflicts heftltrails of political, social,
economic and psychological losses and pains angteithj and poisoned established relationships among
Nigerians. Increasingly, Nigerians of differentigedns are feeling insecure and highly vulneralriesome
corners of the country. Specific towns and zoneg haghtly or wrongly, acquired images of terrentres that
should be avoided. Such conflicts had affectedsfhigt of national unity and integration, whichabout living
together, about the unity and harmony of the degusople of the federal republic with a common goal
accustomed to each other in freedom, love, interdéence, to the extent that we cannot think oflemrative
that can be better than the country.

A number of factors account for the explosion iotagan violence in the country. The first is igance
or insufficient understanding of the teachingshaf teligions. For instance, Muslims are enjoinetivimas far as
possible in the Islamic State. But, they are &smght to live with others (non-Muslims) and tcatrénese others
well. All Mankind is informed and reminded by Isian the Holy Qur’an that Allah created them frorviale
and a Female, and made them into nations and trilods so that they may know one another and thatost
honourable with Allah is the one who fears Allahan{Hujurat (49: 13). In other words, we are a#ated
equal regardless of gender, race or nationality.dwdy should Muslims treat all people as equat, tbeat them
with respect, speak good to people (Bagarah (2):aB8 make peace among all (fear God and make peace
among (all) humans (Bagarah (2):) For the avoidafogoubt, the Qur'an discourages Muslims from oaisc
arguments with the followers of the other Religimighe Book (Christians and Jews) except to inthim to
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Islam through civility, good words, good manners] good example Aminu, 2003).

The religion of Islam, for instance, admonishes itsadherence to establish good manners of
interacting with one another in as much as that wil not affect the bounds set by Allah. Ash-Shulhoob
(2003) observes that it is only natural that one Bgends a person whose religion and manners you
approve of and that you avoid the company of a peam whose religion and manners you dislike. This
suggests that it is forbidden to keep company witlpeople who perpetrate negative acts like corruption
conflict, hatred, killing and other acts which ae not the teachings of any religion.

The second factor relates to aspects of politicieatvhere individuals in particular places in the
country describe their religion or ethnic grouptlas majority or minority for the sake of accessdsources.
Huge energies are expended and wild arguments thasaund on who is the majority, minority, etc. digh
careless handling, some of these arguments degeneta violent ethnic or religious conflict thands to be
extremely savage and bloody with no end, becausenegroup can effectively, let alone permanently,
neutralize the other. Failure to live in peacéhiss not only lack of common sense; it is a chddemperiodic
genocidal bloodletting. Both the Christians and Ns should know that, particularly the ordinaryop&e who
are the cannon fodder of these senseless conflicts.

In essence, the notion of dominance over resourcesa violation of Islamic teachings. There is
emphasis on equality in Islam. Ethnicity which creges feelings of pride or inferiority complex leadsto
social injustice and serious conflict to any givemsociety. On this the Quran says: “O mankind, we hay
created you from a male and a female, and made ydnto nations and tribes, that you may know one
another. Verily, the most honorable of you with Alah is that (believer) who has At-Tagwa (the pious)see
Q.49:13. The sentimental feeling of either minorityor majority would never help in nation building.
However, with good understanding and respect of onanother’s right to citizenship as well as worshipye
shall build a virile nation and live as a developig community. Society can only develop when there is
peaceful co-existence and due regard in our sociaiteractions. That is why Islam emphasizes Taqwa
(piety) as the thing that brings one to reputatiorin life.

Furthermore, factors like lack of appreciation dfedent cultures, intolerance, poverty and ingidnal
fragility also fuel the degeneration in the appaion of issues of religious diversity in the caynNigeria with
about 150 million people has numerous cultural badgounds. Religious intolerance is rooting weaknesse
and contempt against each other’s religion. Such titude still may lead to frictions misunderstanding
discordance, hostility and confrontation. Islam, asa matter of fact, abhors every traces of intolerace to
the extent of giving serious warning in the Quran hat; “there is no compulsion in the religion”. Many
adherents are ignorant about their religious teachigs and ultimately resort demonstrating anti-religpus
behaviors. Others are: unemployment, influences of internatioextremists, shallow media coverage,
localization of knowledge and spread of provinsiaiamong young people, and similar factors corila the
promotion of singularity of identities with the etidant consequence on diversity and multicultuutlook of
individual and collective identities in the coun{{yen, 2006). All of these impacts negatively oa thlerance
level of Nigerians of diverse religions, which aeinforced by the poverty of ideas in the body tdiand the
irresponsible behavior of the elites.

Although cultural difference would hardly be buried in many communities, let such differences
remain in areas of promoting unity and developmentof the respective institution only. Muslims are
admonished to think positively for their betterment and development of Islam. Intolerance hinders
constructive development and that would be the geses of poverty and social problem to an institution
such as Nigeria. The Muslim community is balancedithe sense that it is not rigid or dogmatic. It his
fast to its ideals and traditions and to the sourceof its religion as a way of life while fosteringhange and
progress in all fields. It is an open society thatvelcomes new ideas and learns from the work and
experience of other societies, cultures and civilition. Its main objectives are to seek the truth, Wwerever
that may come from, and to adopt it with courage ad confidence.

Balance and moderation are clear in the way Muslinsociety is run and organized. It is neither
permissive, undisciplined community nor a regimenté one run but brute force of rigid rules. It is a
society raised by learning, education and rich cultral AND SOCIAL traditions.

Within the Muslim ‘middle’ "community, equitable and fair relationships are cultivated and
regulated among individuals and social groups in tb community. Individual right and liberties are
guaranteed and protected in order to encouraged inmvation, production and growth, in a manner that
will serve the common good without infringing uponthe rights of the individual, or endangering the
society as a whole. Individual as well as collectvrights and obligations are clearly defined to ertde
people to a society that will care for them and prtect their rights and interest (Qutb 1999).

Thus, for the promotion of religious diversity fetrengthening of Nigeria's national integration, we
may need to positively consider the following:
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Promote general knowledge about Nigeria among éwople. The understanding of the Nigerian nation igsd
citizens in terms of geography, history, sociolagignd anthropological set ups and other basiarimdtion that
can foster the spirit of empathy are grossly defiti This is why today even basic arguments onrgémssues
of governance are easily and stoutly localized itlte ethnic or religious prisms. Matters arisinge ar
simplistically ethicized or religionised to the detent of the collective good.

« Promote effective transformational leaderships tlead by examples; if the political leadership
appreciates the enormity of the challenge, it catitdngthen existing policies that promote miximpg u
in schools where young people of diverse backgrsward encouraged to learn in communities outside
of their own( others like excursions, sports, etc)

»  Strengthening of weak institutions like the mediansport system, etc to encourage free flow cdisde
and goods and services across narrow boundargeS\é.broadcasting, railways, etc.)

* Promote active debates on democracy and relatetbigieal issues to expand the democratic space so
that people would have enough to talk on insteadeofying them the opportunity to openly debate on
such issues thereby confining their imaginationgheir ethnic and religious groups. We have to
encourage open debates on issues across ethnouslgpundaries.

e Address the challenges of poverty and mass unemm@ol in a more creative manner. Poverty
promotes desperation making the poor to believe fatge proposition made to him to exit from
poverty. So, to reduce the vulnerability of the poo mischief makers, their conditions must be

ameliorated.
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