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Abstract

The dynamics of the changing global geopoliticsehdriven China and African Countries more and
more close. Guided by their common interests, G@nand African people through their firm
leadership seem to see eyes to eyes on major atitaral initiatives such adne Belt One Road\.U
Agenda 2063 U.N Sustainable Development Goals 203@. However, western media discourses on
the China-Africa cooperation tend to reflect aafiéint reality. In fact, Number of reports, artictesd
documentaries investigating the real motives ofGh@aese in Africa have been made so far. Some of
the world most influential western media such a<CBiave taken the front line to display a western
perspective of the China-Africa story. As resutting of the most critical episodes of western made
Sino-African documentaries have come out. The &riBroadcasting Corporation (BBC) have made
number of documentaries showing case of the Chingseating in its former African colonies,
covering Chinese made huge infrastructure projeaitsing... In the 2011 documentdfjhe Chinese
are Coming”, the BBC journalist JUSTIN ROWLATT met the fearleShinese entrepreneurs who
have traveled thousands of miles to set up busseiss Africa. From Angola to Zambia and D.R.
Congo, the documentary goes beyond former Britidbries and cover up the former Portuguese and
France colonies as well, showing case of a fulles€hinese involvement on the continent regardless
of the language or cultural barriers, politicalteyss, human right standards, etc. The presenteartic
reviews the BBC documentafyhe Chinese are Coming (UK, 2011)dnd discusses from an African
perspective the documentary’s standpoints vis-avike China-Africa cooperation.
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1. Introduction

Long considered as third world countries, China Aficcan countries have been at the margin of the
world economic spotlights. But China economy hasagr tremendously the past three decades to
become the world second largest economy after thitetl States of America, and the biggest
developing country in the world. Meanwhile, the idén continent has become the hope of the world
economic growth with the fastest and highest nundfedeveloping countries concentrated on the
continent. For number of reasons, China has grhdoaine into a strategic partnership with Africa
leading to an unprecedented Chinese migrationtirgaontinent with thousands State owned Chinese
businesses and firms operating on the continens f&s arisen fierce criticism from several global
players and mostly western established powers aadhe United States of America as well as the
former colonial powers France and the United Kingd®edia have been the main canal for those
players to voice their opinions, sometimes pointing blaming fingers on those undermining their
core interests in Africa. In this regard, numbersiacumentary films have been made, most of them
investigating on the Chinese influence in AfricdeTlist (Taling 2017) below represents some of the
most interesting episodes that have come out so far
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Documentary’s Main content Details
title

1.When Clina| Focus on Chinese in Zambia, Explore the mr| produced by th
Met Africa (UK, | layers of Chinese involvement in the country. British brothers

2010) Nick and Mark
Francis

2. Empire ol| Features the cultural clash of a Chinese ai| Directed by the

Dust Congolese in Congo. Belgium Bram Van

(Belgium, 2011) Paesschen

The Chinese ar| While many in the West view Africa as a land| By BBC

Coming (UK, | poverty, to the Chinese it is seen as an almestrespondent

2011) limitless business opportunities. From Angola| tiJSTIN

Zambia and D.R. Congo, Justin met the fear|dR®WLATT.
Chinese entrepreneurs who have traveled
thousands of miles to set up businesses.

3. The Africa| “The Africa China Connection” is a ‘Westel| Directed by the

China reflection on why are Africans going to China Butch Pieter Var

Connection and not to Europe. Der Houwen

(Netherlands,

2012)

4. China Remi Explores Guangzhou's African entertainm| American director:
industry through the lives of three African hip-hpMelissa Lefkowitz

(USA, 2015) y 9 p

artists who are trying to find success in the fateand Dorian Carli
China’s challenging labor and immigration laws.| Jones

Some local criticisms have arisen as well, pinpointthe negative impact of the Chinese
involvement on the continent. The north African el ALJAZEERA for example have powered up
and broadcast several documentaries looking irdadhl motives of the Chinese in Africa. Some of
the most exciting ones are:

5.King Cobra anc¢| An investigation in Zambiduring the presidentii| By Sinc-French

the Dragon| elections of September 2011 on whether Africa hasademic
(2012) entered a new era of colonialism with ChineSOLANGE
firms maltreating workers and devouring th€HATELARD and
continent’s natural resources. filmmaker SCOTT
CORBEN.

6.The Battle foi| China’s big arrival on the continent has challen| Documentary
Africa (2014) Western powers and sparked debate about a|iested by vetera
Battle for Africa. But the real Battle for Africa | journalist SORIUS
between Africans and its leaders — a battle | f SAMURA.

better governments.

-

Are these documentaries representing a balanced aiethe ongoing Chinese presence in Africa?
Why are western media so concerned in telling thm&Africa story and how far can they influence
the outcomes of the China-Africa cooperation? Whdhe response of Chinese mainstream media?
The following lines are an attempt to answer thevalquestions using the BBC documentafyhe
Chinese are Coming (UK, 2011) as guide line. We will review and appreciate tbeuientary s
content by highlighting some facts and shortcomidigplayed by the documentary as part of the
Western media discourses in the framework of thea&Africa cooperation.
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2- Main Content of the BBC Documentary

The journey starts with the arrival of the BB€porter at Luanda the capital of Angolenore
precisely at the port of Luanda where he cruisedradt the harbor, being struck by Chinese sailors. |
the documentary, we can see the Chinese sailorsngvaat him from their barges. A couple of
construction workers did, though, offer to shareirttunch with him. “It tastes delicious” said Juast
Rowlatt, chewing on what turned out to be steanme@d The workers also pressed the head of the
port to try some, but he was less impressed thatinJwho, between mouthfuls, managed to tell the
viewer that Angola exports a million barrels of tl China every single day. Justin. R asked if he
could have a job with them. He seems to be weldoynde Chinese and no long after he appeared in
uniform, a hard hat and an orange day-glow jadketm a certain angle, he could have passed for one
of the local People. The foreman explained what weguired: punctuality, perseverance and
completion of work etc. Justin got down to it, tighing a nut round a pole and hurting his finger in
the process. During lunch the workers take outrtlagitops and ring home. The conversation with
their families revolves around food. “Have you @&te “What did you eat?” etc. This seems to be a
traditional way of greeting for the Chinese and naégo reflects that food is an essential part of
Chinese people’s life. Those who were not involirethuilding and construction projects were busy
repairing the BENGUELA Railway, which runs from thexgolan port of LOBITO to DR Congo,
Zambia and beyond. Perhaps when they have finigtedthey will get around to replace the trucks
with proper carriages. Justin seemed to enjoyrglidiom wall to wall as the train swayed up one
country after another. For him, this was an adwentwhile for the others it was daily routine. What
made their journey worthwhile was the trade. Atheatop they were besieged by villagers eager to
buy fish, charcoal, tomatoes and sea salt. A Chifassinessman explained the success of his
country's involvement in the continent. Western pames have to go through too many bureaucratic
procedures whereas “we are more flexible”. Thistipalar entrepreneur sold motorbikes. Justin
couldn't wait to get astride one but appeared gisaued by the lack of horsepower between his legs.
The businessman was all smiling as he outlinedbtreefits of capitalism. The Chinese economy
benefited from building the bikes and the Africadrenefited because this cheap form of transport
created job opportunities and somehow raised dredatrd of living. Justin nodded in total agreement.
But he did mention that not all Africans were happgh the Chinese and even went so far as to
investigate conditions at a smelting plant in thR Bongo, but he was refused entry and retired
defeated when confronting the daughter of the Gairevner of the plant that has received employee
abuse allegations. Despite Rowlatt’'s insistence,dner refused to speak, and the cameras were
pushed out in a reminder that not everyone is quatkeen to openly discuss the work they are doing.
The reporter concluded the first part of his ergtjourney in Africa by raising the question of the
growing Chinese influence on the continent andhie world as well. Is the Chinese migration in
Africa a threat or a blessing for the continent?aiMiill happen if China overtake the U.S.A as first
economy and have to lead the world? Although tamrtsto give a consistent answer, the one-hour
documentary brushes up various facades of the €&ine/olvement in the African continent but
remains full of shortcomings and therefore woritiGzing.

3- Shortcomings of the BBC Documentary.
3.1- The Author Could Have Thought of a Better Title

The title (The Chinese Are Coming’of this episode of Rowlatt's journey across thb-Saharan
Africa is ambiguous. Without watching the full cent of the documentary, one is tempted a priori to
think about a possible “Chinese invasion”. In fdlg following interrogations come in mind: Are the
Chinese Comingto invade/colonize Africans?Are the Chinese comindio take over Africa’s
resources?etc. It's uncomfortably reminiscent of the teftyellow peril”, current at the end of the
19th century, which expressed fears of a Chinegasion of Europe and America. The phrase is
thought to have been coined by Kaiser Wilhelm I[BB8 and was also the name of G.G. Rupert's
book, subtitled The Orient vs. the Occidentis Viewed by Modern Statesmen and Ancient Prophets
(1911) (sourceTV review: The Chinese Are Coming, 2018AX ROHMER's Dr. Fu Manchu, with
“a brow like Shakespeare and a face like Satans, thha supreme embodiment of anxieties about the
East, which came to a head in a mass demonstiatidgde Park in 1904 against the importation of
Chinese laborers into South African gold mines ttna when British workers were suffering poverty
and unemployment. It is quite obvious that the domutary’s title arises a series of questions in the
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viewer’'s mind, and among others, the questionwhét purposes are driving the Chinese in Africa?”
remains the core question and the viewer’s foccmnmFanother angle of view, the documentary'’s title
could have been understood as “The Chinese arengaffar assistance/help) But are help and
assistance to African people the real motives efGhinese on the continent? What assistance could
the Chinese really provide and How much of it i®ded to lift the continent out of its current
situation? ” What'’s the price to afford by Africaountries? etc. This seems absurd given thataChin
itself is still a developing country struggling tdt its huge population out of poverty and
underdevelopment. And this is not an easy taskngikie limited amount of natural resources in the
Country. Moreover, just as African countries, Chisastill recovering from past aggression and
instabilities that have inflicted the country wisterious political, economic and cultural damages.
Therefore, this title understood a priory as “Thieinése are comin@to help Africans)’is simply
unrealistic. Another possibility of interpretingettdocumentary’s title can be as “The Chinese are
Coming (for Win-Win Business/partnership)This understanding seems much more reasonaldle an
feasible given that China is one of the world fsisend largest growing economy in serious need of
resources, markets and investment destinationstefidie, looking for business opportunities all
around the globe seems to be the right move fon&HBut what makes Africa special for the Chinese?
Probably because the continent is blessed withdtsiral resources indispensable to power up the
growing Chinese industries; not to mention the dgngwAfrican population that will probably
guarantee a considerable market for Chinese manuéacproducts. These reasons maybe the main
drivers of the Chinese in Africa and are probalblg teporter's main findings in this episode of
investigative journalism. In brief, the title seadn@mbiguous and do not enlighten the viewer on the
content. This ambiguity could be easily understbgdsupposing that a Chinese reporter set out to
shoot a similar documentary under the same titles fuite easy to guest how different will be the
content. In short, the Author of the documentanylddhave been more specific and precise in setting
up the tittle so as to reveal his intentions in@erdirect manner.

3.2- Why Angola, Zambia and D.R. Congo?

This first episode of the documentary bringssuscessively in Angola, Zambia and D.R. Congo
(and somehow Zimbabwe). Justin Rowlatt's journeyed at clarifying the phenomenon of the
Chinese migration in Africa taking these 3 Africemuntries as case study. Then, the question of why
these particular countries comes to mind. “Are tbkgny particular interest for the Chinese?”, ‘#s
British reporter, are these countries of any paldic interest for western powers and the United
Kingdom in particular?” etc. It is obvious that Arlg, Zambia and the DR Congo are of capital
interest for both China and the West. China hastaken japan and became the world second largest
oil consumer just after the United States. Angslarie of the largest oil producers in Africa andana
oil supplier of China in Africa. So, it is obvious understand why Angola is one of the principal
Chinese direct investment destination on the centirgiven that the investment is usually returipgd
crude oil. In fact, Angola has received 25% of@llinese loans to Africa between 2000 and 2015,
almost all of them backed by Angolan oil (Sourc@nJme in launching a NEW database of China's
Africa loans, 2016). Having undergone decades @f wiar, Angola has most of its institutions and
infrastructures to be rebuild and so offering wedales constructions projects. This is a perfe¢tima
between both countries were the Chinese investnamnikl be return in crude oil, offering to the
struggling Angolan economy the possibility to afitence huge constructions projects. This seems to
be a general rule in the partnership between Chim& emerging African economies with the
difference that non-oil producers could countenbed¢a the deal with other natural resources such as
minerals as well as agricultural products (ZAMBIAdaDR CONGO fall in this particular category)
that have become one of the main sources of Chingsertations from African countries. The chart
below for instance gives us a quick view on thedtrre of the Chinese imports from Africa in one
decade.
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FIGURE 1. Structure of the Chinese Imports from Africa (Friedrich 2009)

The DR Congo for instance is the world's largesidpcer of cobalt oreSpurce: United States
Geological Survey Mineral Resources Program) angsgmses 64%-80% of the world’s Coltan
(KORS 2010), while Zambian economy has historicddgen based on Cooper mining. These
countries have drawn the appetite of China andambst as well and has become the battle field of
global players (leading those countries sometimggeriods of instabilities). It is also noticeatiat
the BBC correspondent Justin. R set out to invatign Zimbabwe. This is an illustrating case of
China vs the West in Africa. China unlikely to Wast powers has few political ambitions in Africa
and seems to co-operate with democracies as muedhitlasauthoritarian regimes. The Mugabe’s
regime has been strongly criticized by the Wedtedisg anti-demaocratic, but this did not stop Cloha
being a close ally of Zimbabwe. The BBC documenteoyild have been of great interest for
westerners to overview the Chinese involvemenh@dountry, but the Zimbabwean authorities did
put an end to the reporter’s curiosity. Still JusR. did manage to meet with some Zimbabweans anti
Mugabe and happened to question them under anongwir the human rights issues and power
abuse in the country. It is worth mentioning thanEabwe just as Zambia are both former British
colonies and just as clearly shown in the docunmgr{t@here the reporter interviewed some British
Firms’ owners), the arrival of the Chinese havenba&¢hreat for the former colonial master’s inteses
In short, Angola, Zambia, DR Congo as well as Zibwa targeted in this documentary are of a
significant political and economic interests fottbb&hina and Western Superpowers. This may justify
the choice of the British reporter to investigatehiese countries as case study.

3.3- IsChinathe Only Major Player on the Continent?

In term of the number of Chinese immigrantsspre on the African soil, the Chinese presence is
beyond doubt the most significant (with more thamillion Chinese nationals residing in Africa)
among various global players; but in term of pcéitiand economic interest, China have fierce
competitors on the continent. The BBC documentaited to highlight the growing presence of rising
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powers like India, Brazil which are competing figlsc on the continent and whose trade volume are
growing as faster as the trade between China aridaAin fact, The African boom, which China has
helped to stoke in recent years, is attracting mahgr investors around the globe. The non-Western
ones compete especially fiercely. African tradéhviitdia was projected to reach $100 billion in 2015
It is growing at a faster rate than the trade W@ttina, and is likely to overtake trade with America
Brazil and Turkey are superseding many Europeantdes. In terms of investment in Africa, China
was still lagging behind Britain, America and Itaty2012 (see charts below).

I The scramble in Africa
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FIGURE 2. World's Trade with Africa 2012-2013 (The Economis2015)

The charts show clearly that even though Chinaaddading partner of Africa in terms of tradeéhas
fierce competitors in term of Foreign Direct Invasnt. What we want to emphasize here is that, the
finger pointed on the Chinese migration in Africaybe related to the fact that China has grown to ge
the lion’s share on the continent and has overtakestern powers in the cooperation with Africa.
Can't the success of China in Africa be justifigtieawise? In the BBC documentary, some Chinese
businessmen justify the success of China in Affasarelated to the flexibility of bureaucratic
procedures, punctuality, speed and completion nbwua projects etc. Moreover, China’s ambitions in
Africa seems to be bigger than winning businesseseeking access to commodities. In fact, the
growth in Chinese demand for commodities is slowdtogvn as prices of many raw materials are
falling (oil in particular). Meanwhile, China’s hgar for agricultural products, and perhaps for farm
land are growing as China’s population expands #ed middle class is becoming richer. Most
importantly, China has purposely chosen a veryumiggth in dealing with Africa and this may fully
justify the big difference between China and othejor players on the continent like the U.S of
America as shown in this interview of general QaffeHam, commander of the United States Africa
Command (AFRICOM) in 2012 by Alex Vines (ResearcineBror, Area Studies and International
Law; Head of Africa Program, Chatham House):

“Question :There are certain concerns about growing Chineflaemce in Africa. How does
AFRICOM (United States Africa Command) view the wgnog Chinese influence in Africa:
collaborative or competitive?

General Carter HamThanks. Again, as a newcomer to Africa, | will adto some surprise in my
initial trips around the continent — China is ewengre, really everywhere. And that's probably adyoo
thing. 1 would not in any way characterize the U8ir@ relationship in Africa, in any way, advershria
There's certainly economic competition and we $&e¢ play out. That's probably healthy for both
China and the United States and probably healthyhi® African countries where we work as well.
But | would say that in my view, China and the @ditStates have taken different views with regard to
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our interaction in Africa. China, as many of yowtnand have seen, and | have seen, is very good at
infrastructure development — road, bridges, aigpaypbvernment buildings and the like — constructed
by the Chinese, which greatly benefits the Afrigeople. And | probably left off the most important
thing they do — build football stadiums. The Unitethtes has taken a different approach. We don't
focus much on building stuffs — we've chosen aedifiit path which is primarily investment in human
capital. So overwhelmingly the US assistance amgat that is provided to Africa is in the area of
healthcare, which is by far the most significamid seducation — specifically women and girls’
education —agriculture and the like. So perhapsasotisible as a football stadium but nonetheless
very, very important. On the military front, agaimt adversarial, but I think we need to look fays
where we can work more collaboratively with the i@&sie in the military domain in Africa. Let me
cite two examples: in Tanzania the Chinese budtfétility for the National Defense College. A good
facility — and I'm sure the Tanzanians are veryagiptive of that. The Tanzanians asked us fdtla li

bit of help in the curriculum development for theogramming at the National Defense College.
Maybe that's an example of the kind of collaboratice might be able to do in the future, where we
focus on areas where each can apply their strengttiee benefit of a particular African military; o
more broadly, across a region. So again I'm réalistmy approach, but | think we should explore
opportunities to work more collaboratively acrdss tontinent.”(source The United States Africa
Command 2012 .

This interview shows that China unlike the UisStaking a different path and this could explain
China’s success in Africa especially in countrieghs as Kenya and Ethiopia with tiny natural
resources. The BBC documentary did not emphasizeginon this facade of the reality.

3.4.- Chinese Loans and Assistance to the Continent are Somehow Different from that of the West
with Srings Attached.

China strongly supported African Independehteyements and gave aid to newly independent
African nations in the 1960s and 1970s. Among tlestnmotable early projects was the 1,860 km
TAZARA Railway, linking Zambia and Tanzania, whi€thina helped to finance and build from 1970
to 1975 (Brautigam 2010 By 1978, China was giving aid to more Africaruntries than the United
States (Brautigam 201D During the December 2015 FOCAC meeting in Jobabarg and , South
Africa, Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged $8bduni over a three-year deal in loans and assistanc
to the African continent, the same amount was natiéel during he recent 2018 edition of the
summit held in Beijing the September 4Moreover, China has gradually become one of the
largest contributors of U.N peace keeping missiing\frica. Even though suspicions have been
raising on the dependency generated by loans, thiee€e loans and assistance have made a
difference from that of the so called “Western Daidn the sense that it comes with very low ingtre
rate and almost no “political string” attached ttardance with the principle of non-interference in
African States’ internal affairs pledged by Chigantrarily, Western aid has been qualified as “dead
aid”"(Moyo 2009) as it has brought more politicalnioil and increased the external debts of African
countries, and thus maintained the continent ie\arlasting dependence and further exploitation of
the “Western Donors” through their multinationalens and international institutions. The BBC
documentary again failed to highlight these facts.

3.5. Real Possihility of a Win-Win Partnership Between China and Africa

It is known that Africa has a huge potenitialerm of natural resources and human capitalicafr
possess nearly 60% of the world arable land mostha¢h remains unexploited. nearly 10% of the
world oil reserve is located in Africa, not to ment various kind of minerals like diamonds, gold,
copper etc. which Africa possesses the largestdigorbserve. Meanwhile, Africa’s population is the
youngest of the planet with more than 60% of itsgbe under 35 years old. Africa’s population is
estimated to reach 2 billion in 2050. Meanwhilejr@hactually possesses the largest labor forcleof t
globe as well as the technology and skills necgsgarfill Africa’s needs of infrastructures and
technology transfer. Most importantly, China camwvidle more Cash and FDI needed to finance
Africa’s huge development projects. So basicalhe possibilities of a win-win partnership and
cooperation between China and Africa are limitlé3a. this basis, trade between both parties has
grown up and surpassed $120 billion in 2010 andgnawn to nearly $200 billion today. Heritage
Foundation, an American think-tank, estimates thettveen 2005 and 2010 about 14% of China's
investment abroad found its way to sub-Sahararcéf(isee chart)
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I China in Africa
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FIGURE 3. China’s Trade with Africa (The Economist 2011)

China’s investment roadmap in Africa (Shown in detBuring the 2015 and 2018 FOCAC summits)
has included the areas of industrialization, admtical modernization, infrastructure construction,
finance, green development, trade and investmetititééion, poverty reduction, public health,
humanities as well as peace and security. Theses aappear to be the most urgent in need of
investment to further Africa’s development. Chinkisnger for natural resources, the needs of new
markets as well as an effective global politicghpart has made Africa an indispensable even closer
partner of China. With more commitment of both pag real win-win partnership is susceptible to
emerge from the China-Africa co-operation. But thill require more political will from the African
leaderships.

4. Criticism Vis-a-Vis of the Chinese Migration ino Africa Highlighted in the BBC Documentary.

The documentary has shared some light on atyaof critical perspectives scrutinizing the Cliiae
role in the relationship with African governmenks.fact, Allegations of corruption, non-respect of
Human rights, environmental damages as well asgloality goods and services provided by Chinese
companies and firms are highlighted in the docuamgntThese criticisms include the claim that
African markets are harmed by low-cost Chinese-nmdducts (the scene of the Zambian chicken vs
the Chinese chicken shown in the documentary wtreraeporter is invited by locals to taste both
chickens is an illustrative example), which put ajreompetitive pressure on local industries,
businesses. Allegations of the damages on pedpakh and environment (pollution, illegal poaching
etc.) has been pinpointed. As pointed out earliersbme researchers, there are concerns arising
regarding the lack of an institutional frameworldagovernment capacity to monitor and encourage
Chinese direct investment into the continent. Farsé authors, this is mainly due to the state of
corruption, poverty as well as the lack of an dffecpolitical will of African governments wheregh
Chinese Construction Firms are investing. The dveaauntries’ instability makes these governments
less able or inclined to manage the opportunitresgnted by those firms. It has also been pointitd o
that local barriers such as poor quality of locgduts (labor, construction materials, etc.) havenbe
overcame by Chinese investors in some mannerfi#vatraised questions (for instance in some cases,
all the labor force and construction materials pn@vided by the Chinese firm and 100% imported
from China). In addition, there is a lack of skdlllmcal managers, African skilled employees as a®l|
the lack of trust of Chinese employers towardslltadzor. The language and cultural barrier between
the Chinese and local workers leading to misundedihg and disputes had also been pointed out
(Michel 2008). As a result, the Chinese Constructirms have the tendency of bringing their own
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workers and therefore limit their interaction beéwethem and the local labor market. Moreover,
unlike other expatriates the Chinese workers dftenin segregated camps. In long term there is no
transfer of knowledge from Chinese companies to #igcan community. The problem of
unemployment and jobs creation crucial for the gngwAfrican population remain unsolved as well.
From the African perspective, locals are incredgirmyispicious of Chinese firms, worrying about
unfair deals and environmental damages. In manycair countries, the opposition to the Chinese
migration is mainly fueled by Africa’s thriving divsociety, which demands more transparency and an
accounting for human rights. This can be an unifamdhallenge for China, whose foreign policy is
heavily based on state-to-state relations, witle lappreciation of the gap between African rubmd
their people. Some African officials have also besicing criticism Vis a Vis of the Chinese
engagement with the continent. For instance, Laridousi, Nigeria’'s former central bank governor,
said that Africa is opening itself up to a “newrfoof imperialism”, in which China takes African
primary goods and sells it manufactured ones, witlransferring skillsThe Economist 2015) This
non-transfer of skills is sai®Bfautigam 201Pto have been observed in some earlier projeatstlie
1970's TAZARA Railway, where Some 50,000 Chinesgimeers and workers were sent to the
continent to complete the project, but without sfarnring skills at least for the railway’s mainteca.

As result, the railway was out of service as sogtha Chinese left. These facts have been added to
Western accusations of China being a neo-colonigtfiica BLAIR 2007)As a response to those
criticism, China issued the Nine Principles to Hmege and Standardize Enterprises’ Overseas
Investment, a charter and guide of conduct to Geirmompanies operating abro&htman 2007)
Many forums and round-tables have also been haildelae China and African authorities to improve
the mechanisms and status quo of the China-Afractnprship. In a word, despite of being too brief,
the documentary has highlighted some interestingntpand major obstacles undermining the
cooperation between China and Africa.

5. Response of Chinese Mainstream Media

As response to these criticisms, the China Ceritedévision (CCTV), has come up with more
programs broadcasting the China-Africa story, tten& Global Television Network CGTN Nairobi
branch has committed itself to re-telling the Chiddca story. The CCTV made documentary
<Chinese in Africa>(CCTV 2016) and the China-Africa co-directed doemtary<Africans in Yiwu>
(2017) are among some of the vibrant responses fnenChinese side showing the positive change
impacted by the China-Africa friendly cooperationdagradually increasing people to people
exchanges.

Documentary Description details
name

Documentary series released on CCTV-News (CGTN)wshsing Chinesg CCTV (China Central
presence throughout the African continent. Thro@tepisodes, documentary Television)

Chinese in o . . ] )
Africa (China, hlghllght the p(?s@ve outcomes of .the Ch.lnese gnee in Africa. 'From
2016) |nfr§structure bwldln.g, to aSS|stanc'e in the fiefl me(.jlcal care, security and
environment protection. Technological transfer wilthinese standards, talents
training, people to people exchange is emphasiggrhe of Chinese effort to assist
the African continent in its will and pursuit foedelopment and prosperity.
The 6 episodes Documentary seddscans in Yiwuy is a series that describes the Co-directed by a China-Africg
Africans in lives and struggles of the African community in tiiy of Yiwu, China. It attempts transnational team, by the
viwu (China, to promote a better understanding of China for o&ini audiences and a better Chinese Director ZHANG
2017) understanding of Africa for Chinese audiences thhofirst-hand reiterations by the YONG and the Somali Directo|

film's characters. This film identifies as “Indiwidls from Africa telling their own HODAN OAMAN ABDI
stories”, as it maintains a globalized outlook #ine display of firsthand accounts
by African individuals. The film looks at the chatliges and opportunities that color
the lives of the African community in Yiwu, and ¢emplate the interactions ar
integration between china and Africa through sirsks, namely: commercig
activity, social activity, intermarriages, educatiéood culture and art.

= o

57



New Media and Mass Communication www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-3267 (Paper) ISSN 2224-3275 (Online) “_'i'j
Vol.75, 2018 IIS E

Far from being enough, China is still investingptih mass media and communication to make more
digital contents with Chinese characteristics add in the international stage. The China Global
Television Network CGTN is already covering up &&j America and Asia with more than 2 billion
followers with special programs suchAsfsica Live, Talk Africaetc. dedicated to African storytellers;
more documentaries and films projects are on the Wae goal is to bring a Chinese perspective of
the China-Africa story on the global stage. Foriand roundtables (FOCAC on Media cooperation,
etc.) have been organized between Chinese andaAfritedia to deepen the dialogue and strengthen
the media cooperation and come up with a uniqueevon telling the China-Africa story.

6-conclusion

Through the documentary entitléfhe Chinese are Coming'the BBC reporter Justin Rowlatt
set out to investigate the phenomenon of Chinegeation. He therefore embarks on a journey across
three African countries (Angola, DR Congo and Zahkind come out with interesting findings: some
positives and other negatives. As positive onesnéde firms are engaged in huge construction
projects, Chinese-built railway lines and divensastructure projects are effectively boostingléra
and the local economy by creating jobs opportusitiehat's perhaps one of the reasons behind the
GDP boom experienced by African countries the pasple of decades. However, negative outcomes
have come out of this episode of investigativejalism, mainly the accusations of Chinese firms and
companies of exploitation of African workers, sedgcenvironmental damages, low quality goods as
well as non-respect of human rights in favor of s@uthoritarian regimes and political minoritieatth
pay fewer attention to the masses. However, gititgglongstanding and complexity of the China-
Africa strategic partnership, the one-hour BBC dvneuntary is too short to provide a comprehensive
view of the China-Africa story. Moreover, the doamtary is undermined by many shortcomings,
among others the bias rhetoric of western mediatéral to view and judge others through its own
standards. China has chosen a different path ilindeaith Africa, and African countries seems to
have no problem with some of the main guiding pples of China foreign policies such ‘@he One
China Policy, The One Belt One Roadtc. On the other hand, some African regimesidersd by
western standards &authoritarian or Anti-democratic” may not align with the Chinese definition
and therefore could not be properly displayed bgterm media. Finally, despite increasing criticisms
among the Africa’s thriving civil society, which el@nds more transparency and an accounting for
human rights as well as better treatments for lowakkers by Chinese companies, African
governments seems not to worry about a increastigeSe presence on their soil. The 2018 FOCAC
summit in Beijing gathering 40 African head of $tatwith the Chinese top leadership led by president
Xi Jinping, was a vibrant proof for further commitment to thhirf@-Africa cooperation from the
African side. Nevertheless, the real motives dgvime Chinese in Africa remains the focus of
attention of many Africans and westerns elites imtellectuals still puzzled and wondering whether
the Chinese migration in Africa is a threat or esking for the continent and its people. Nevertisle
The BBC documentaryThe Chinese are Comingtoes opens a window on the challenges facing the
China-Africa Cooperation, and may serves as arvokitio foresee the potential obstacles and dangers
that may undermine the relationship between ChirteAdrican countries in a far or near future.

TALING TENE RODRIGUE (K Reffipye% B 4% ) : PhD. from Cameroon, is a Research Fellow
at the Institute of African Studies, Zhejiang Notrblmiversity (China) and Secretary-General of the
Center for African Film and TV, Zhejiang Normal Warsity. The author is founder of China-
Cameroon Cultural and Linguistic Center (C2LC2) &g published various articles in Chinese and
international Journals.
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