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Abstract

The basic element of tourism planning and develaprigeto encourage the local communities’ partitgraas
it is central to the sustainability of tourism irstity. Many literatures have suggested a numbenplekrlocal
communities could play in tourism development laitefl as to how the locals themselves feel abasit This
paper therefore focuses on Erin-ljiesha communitgigipation in tourism development by examining ithe
views on their role in the planning and developmeh€Erin-ljesha Waterfall resort. Data were gathkelsy
reviewing office records and academic books, adstiation of 205 questionnaire and field observation
Descriptive statistics were used to analyze dallaated for the study. Findings revealed that lagahmunities
want to be involved when tourism policies are baimgde to enable policy makers to prepare a pdtiay/eets
stakeholders’ needs and addresses their concEneslocals also want to be actively involved onisieas
bothered on tourism development to ensure theids)\@ee incorporated. Also, they equally want tome in
development issues generally to enable them prttestcommunity’s norms, values and interests ianttase
transparency and equity. The findings also revedled the locals are against the prevailing ‘topvdo
approach in decision making when it comes to toudevelopment in their areas.
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INTRODUCTION

There is no doubt that tourism at least, in theemédime has served as a viable economic optioriofcal
community development. However, there is littledevice on the literature that depict the naturentgfraction
between the local communities and tourism developméich is one of the core elements for developng
viable tourism industry in a destination. Thoudte literature recognizes that the participatiotooéls and their
communities in tourism development is considerathlere have been some debates about their rolenjiytzin
2008). Communities according to Tosun (2006), faerimasic element in modern tourism as they aredbal f
point for the supply of accommodation, cateringgimation, transport facilities and services. Thed@al natural
environment, buildings, and institutions, their plep clture and history all form core elements dfaivthe
tourists come to see. Whether as cities, townsllages, every community has tourism at one levehe other
and are affected by the growth and developmertiefrtdustry.

Recent literature on tourism development show theal communities form an integral part of the
tourism development agenda (Jamal and Stronza 2B08hell and McCool 2007, Tosun 2006). With the
complex nature of most tourist destinations, theme also numerous stakeholders with varying interaad
views. This provides good environment for resowrse conflicts within and around tourist destinadigdamal
and Stronza 2009; Aref et al 2010; Haukeland 20Thg representation of interest of the local comitiesin
the tourism development agenda is a complex ishae rieeds to be addressed carefully. There is amncle
description of local communities’ roles and how itheiews are incorporated in the whole planning and
development process. While the literature suggestamber of roles local communities could playaaorism
development, little emphasis has so far been gasmo how local communities themselves feel abbesd
imposed roles. This create a knowledge gap regardinat communities think of their role(s) in toumis
planning and development as opposed to the impases. This is a crucial step in development otdreand
holistic plan for sustainable tourism destinations.

According to Tosun and Timothy (2001), tourism eélepment planning does not have a unique
definition. However, with the recent growth of massirism world-wide, tourism planning has become a
specialized area and it has developed its own fpdeichniques, principles and models while drawig
general planning methodology. Generally speakiagri$m planning has been defined as a “procesdbase
research and evaluation, which seeks to optimieeptbtential contribution of tourism to human wedfand
environmental quality” (Pongponrat 2011). Tourisevelopment hence involves broadening the owneisise
of such advantages so that more people benefit frartourism industry, skill development, job andafth
creation and ensuring the geographical spreadeahttustry throughout the province.

This paper explores the preconceived ideas andsviey local communities regarding their roles in
tourism development planning in the context of lamammunities’ domain. It examines these usingsecudy
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of Erin-ijesha village in Oriade local governmentaof Osun State.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
For better understanding on the current widespusadof the term “community”, one needs to undedsiahat
makes a community (Agrawal and Gibson 1999). Intnoasservative litratures, community is viewed as a
small spatial unit, homogenous social structurenvgibared norms and common interest (Agba et al0;201
Olsder and Vander Donk 2006). However, currentditere on tourism development observed that comtyisi
central to sustainable tourism development, thdgose devote much attention to analyse the concépt o
community or how community affects the outcome. e8cland Edwards (2007) describe local community as
group of people with a common identity and who rbayinvolved in an array of related aspects of ihads.
They further note that local communities often haustomary rights related to the area and its ahtesources
and a strong relationship with the area culturabgially, economically and spiritually. However ggfern et al.
(1994) argue that the definition of a “communitydries with context. The researcher, for the purpufsehis
paper adopts the definition of communities as asetultiple actors with formal and informal rulesd norms
that shape their interaction in local level proessa definition which comprise also institutionsiathhave
influences on community development activities. ig\gal and Gibson 1999).

Tourism development can be linked and explaingtebesing two concepts: Sustainable tourism and
Sustainable development. The World Tourism Orgaioisalefines sustainable tourism as “tourism wHedds
to management of all resources in such a way tbabamic, social and aesthetic needs can be filladew
maintaining cultural integrity, essential ecolodipaocesses, biological diversity and life suppugtisystem”
(Shah et al. 2002). Tourism development therefarelie meaningless if its socio-economic and enwiearial
benefits do not trickle down to the local commuesti Likewise, the sustainability of nature-baseakison
development in least developed countries (LDCg way lies in the hands of local communities. Adaog to
Bushel and Mc Cool (2007), local communities haisdhnically co-existed with the protected areas-legy
tourism attractions. Figgis and Bushel (2007) ferthssert that “tourism development and consenvatiat
denies the right and concerns of local communiieelf-defeating, if not illegal”. Therefore, thevolvement of
local communities in tourism development and plagréan not be overlooked due to their crucial rofgsart
from the economic contribution that the local conmities can accrue from tourism, their involmentaarism
development and planning can as well be benefitiatourism development because they can create an
“effective environmental stewqrdship that builds mwleginous, local and scientific knowledge, ecoitom
development, social empowerment, the protectiorutifiral heritage and the creation of interpretinel nature-
based experiences for tourist learning and croksraliappreciation” Jamal and Stronza 2009).

ROLE OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

To achieve sustainable tourism development, looaimunities need to participate in decision makingcpss.
The locals can take part in identifying and promgttourist resouses and attractions that form tssbof
community tourist development. To achieve longitasbutcome, communities need to be active pa#itip
rather than passive observers. Pongponrat (20%&¥ ribat more direct local involment in decisionking, for
example, may enable residents to request a spgufiton of tax benefits from tourism to be allasdtto
community development and the protection of theismu resource base. This is consistent with Safaif00)
who maintains that the main purpose of communityigipation is to involve people in the design aletision
making processes. It is further argued that comtyiyparticipation in decision making increases pesptrust
and confidence with the tourism industry. It alsoyides the local community with a voice in desiamd
decision making in order to improve plans, sendedivery, and finally promotes a sense of commuhbiyy
bringing together people who share common goatsagPonrat (2011).

Theoretically, the role of local communities inutesm development in the context of policy and
decision making depends on the type and level dfgi@atory approach within a tourist destinatidtannigel
(2008) identifies various levels of participaticanging from simple sharing of information to a fulinsfer of
power and responsibilities. The power of the lamahmunities to influence decision making as welpakcy
making will therefore depend on the level of papétory approach being in operation in a particdiestination.
Examples from Nigeria show that the decision anicpanaking process is typically top-down and ismdoated
by the government, private sector and or non-gowemtal organizations (Muhanna (2007). Inhsu
unbalanced scenario, the power of local communitdsfluence decision making and demand theirtiegite
stake is at stake. Arguably, their participation bardly go beyond mere consultation and infornma¢éirchange
(Scheri and Edwards 2007).

There has been short of hand evidence espedaialty the grassroots on how community would like to
participate in tourism development in their domaidsing a case study of Erin-ljesha village in @ed_ocal
Government area of Osun State in Nigeria, this papas to contribute to the understanding of thealse by
examining their views on their role in tourism dey@nent.
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STUDY AREA PROFILE
Erin ljesha Waterfall, also known as Olumirin W#dris not only a site to behold; it is also orfetee wonders
of the world. Olumirin waterfall is located in Eritjesha town in Oriade local government area sfiDstate
and situated within latitude 7°30’ and 8°45’ Noehd longitude 4°31’ and 5°55'East. Erin Gardem ithick
forest, which houses Erin ljesha waterfalls, whi@s some kilometres east of the llesha- Akure Road
According to the custodian of the waterfall, its&id to have been founded by a woman called Akanlgr,and-
daughter of Oduduwa, in the year 1140 AD, during thigration of the Ife people to Erin ljesha (Teuni
Magazine, 2009). The water flows among rocks arasses down with great force to the evergreen atiget
around. The area can also serve as a mountainesdangise. The breeze at the waterfall is cool rafreéshing.
The whole scenery is fascinating and idyllic. Tregevfall is used for drinking and as medicine hyigenes and
other tourists alike (Tourism Magazine, 2009). Higsha as part of South Western Nigeria falls imitthe
tropical belt with alternating hot dry and warm hHdreeasons. The atmospheric temperature ranges3@on34
0C while the annual rainfall averages 1500 cm. Beisha Waterfall is a cascading fall surroundeddwering
mountains that gives the sense of wildlife mixethvgierenity as you behold the beauty nature haff¢o.

Osun State is an inland State with the headquaate@sogbo It covers a land area of approximately
9,251 kn, lies between longitude 4° 300" E and 7° 30’ 0"ItNs bounded in the north by Kwara State, in the
east partly by Ekiti State and partly by Ondo Statéhe south by Ogun State and in the west by Stabe. The
modern Osun was created in 1991 from part of tdeQplo State.Tthe major sub-ethnic group®sun are Ife,
liesha, Oyo, Ibolo and Igbomina of the Yoruba pegplthough there are also people from other pairts
Nigeria. Yoruba and English are the official langes. People of Osun State practice Islam, Christiamd
paganism called traditional faith.

According to the national population census coretlich 2006 the total population of the state was
recorded as three million four hundred and twehigée thousand five hundred and thirty five (3,438)5
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Figure 1.1: Map of Osun state in a national settig
Source: Adapted from Adebayo, W.O. (2014)
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Figure 1.2: Map of Oriade local government at thetate level
Source: Adapted from Olaniyi et al (2013)
METHODOLOGY

Structured questionnaire was the main instrumeetl Uy the researcher to obtain data for this rekedrwo
hundred and thirty questionnaires were randomly iagdtered with two hundred and five completed and
returned. The perceived educational level of theeriuiewees forced the researchers to interpret the
guestionnaires to some of them in their indigendiatect. Furthermore, data was also collected fuamous
secondary sources which were also corroborated drgopal observations. In order to explore firstchan
information regarding the village, twelve semi stured interviews were conducted with the villagsad and
his chiefs and some senior staff of the resortreerfthis serves as a basis for the questionnasgulas it
provided and shed more light on some of the faatati$ating against the expected development ofttheist
centre. Results from the survey exercise were @sapared to those of 1990 research by Ayodele ahalle
and 2009 research by Ibimilua where low level afrigm development on sthe part of the governmedthagh
level of lack of awareness among respondents veeaded.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Table 1: Profiles of survey respondents N=205

Respondent characteristic No. of respondent

Gender

Male 115 56.09
Female 90 43.91
Education

Primary school 20 43.90
Secondary school 52 25.36
College/University 28 13.65

No formal education 35 17.07

Age

18-27 years 21 10.24

28-37 years 69 33.65

38-47 years 53 25.85
48-57 years 47 22.92
Above 57 years 15 7.31

Period of living

< than 10 years 16 7.8

>than 10 years 32 15.6

Born in the village 157 76.58
Occupation

Peasants 123 60.00
Business 41 21.00
Employed 11 5.36
Unemployed 30 14.64
Table 2: Local peoples’ view on their role in toursm development N=205
SA A N SD D

Local people should be
consulted when tourism
policies are being made 96(46.9) 100(48.8p2(0.9) 02(0.9) 05(2.5)

Local people should have
a voice in the decision-making
process of tourism development  105(51.2) 94§44. 01(0.5) 01(0.5) 07(3.4)

Local people should be
financially supported to invest
in tourism development 94(45.9) 90(43.9)02(0.9) 15(7.3) 04(2.0)

Local people should be consulted

but the final decision

on tourism development should

be made by formal bodies 86(42.0) 74(36.1901(0.5) 29(14.1)  15(7.3)

Local people should take the
leading role as entrepreneurs 70(34.1) 30§14. 05(2.5) 60(29.3) 38(18.5)

Local people should not
participate in tourism
development 02(0.9) 04(2.0) 03(1.5) 16Q0j8 36(17.6)

Table 1 shows the profiles of the respondents bhad Variables. Male respondents were slightly more
than their female counterparts with 56% and 44%aeetvely. Respondents were highly diverse in tefrtheir
ages with age group 28-37 years having the higlespondents of 69(33.65%) while respondents withyéafs
and above had only 7.31%. Other profile variabiesluding Education, Length of residence, and eyplent
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status showed more homogeneity. A majority of regigats had very low level of formal education; 448@
completed a primary school education while 17% hadormal education. In contrast, 25.3% had a sgaogn
school education and a very small number (13.6% )eheollege or university education.

On the length of resident, 76.5% had lived invhiage since birth while 15.6% had been resident f
more than 10 years; only 7.8% had lived in the coamity for less than a decade. Thus, respondents loeg
time members of the local community. In employmiemins the sample was dominated by peasants or-small
scale farmers (60%). 20% were in small-scale bwssinactivities while5.36% were fully employed. The
remainder (14.64%) was unemployed. The generali¢atpdn of the above analyses is that the commusign
agrarian village with a very low level of literates

Table 2 presents the results of responses for @fdtie statements used to access the respondelats’
The table revealed that the percentages for thdawmpstatements are above 70, suggesting genehealtythe
respondents tended to support these ideas, buteshstnongest support to the idea that local pesipbeilld be
consulted when tourism policies are being made7@®%. Meanwhile, 7 respondents rejected the idedewhi
representing 3.4% remained neutral.

The second most accepted option was the idedhbdbcal people should have a voice in the degisio
making process of local tourism development (95.6¥h)s result was almost the same with the resuthe
first statement. The two results somehow reinforsaggestions by Scheri and Edwards (2007), Madarrit
Cascante et al (2010), Pongponrat (2011) and S42080) and reflect results by Tosun (2006) regeydhe
role of local communities in tourism development.

On whether or not local people should take theliten role as entrepreneurs, towards tourism
development, the results obtained showed that tiadse supported the idea (48.7%) and those who did n
support the idea (48.7%) were the same. The inticaf these coincidental results is that as masHocal
communities should be actively involved as entrapues, the entire industry should not be left isirthhands to
develop in a paste they will only dictate. Thisroborates the results of the survey by Muhanna{p0®anoff
(2000) and Mclntyre et al (1993) which suggestedaégole between government and local people inigou
business.

Still in table, there was little difference in thesults of the sixth statement which suggestet|tital
people should take the leading role as workersllakeeels. While 102 responded (49.7%) supported th
statement, 98 interviewees representing 47.8% tegjethe idea. Personally, the results are gooddoarism
development and decision makers in the industtian not all categories of workers may be readigilable in
local communities where there is high level oteltacy. That does not mean that all the senior arsrkhould
be non-indigenes as arrangement could be made értiie government and the communities to trainingill
and qualified indigenes in various fields of tooristudies. The seventh and last statement meff agpiosition
from the interviewees as they almost generallyctep the statement that the’ locals should notigipate in
tourism development by any means’ (95.6%). This tesonly negatively worded statement in the series
Tosum (2006) observed a similar feeling in his gtteharding expected nature of community partiégratn
tourism development in Turkey, and reflected inghggestion by Jamieson (2001).

Down the lane, responses across the profile Vesalevealed that overall respondents, regardliess o
their gender, occupation and education embraceddotuiof the seven statements, showed mixed vidasita
two statements and completely rejected the statethamh the local people should not participate aorism
development by any means (Table 2).

CONCLUSION

Based on the empirical data available for this asde and after a careful descriptive analysis ef ¢bllected
data, this paper contributes to the understandihgcammunity participation in tourism planning and
development by bringing together perspectives frithm grassroots. The findings revealed that theldoca
acknowledged the need to be involved in tourismisitae making process regardless of their illiterdeyel,
however, they equally recognized and acknowleddedrieed to involve tourism experts when formulating
tourism policies because these formal bodies atarsists of people with wide knowledge and expertiefore
making such policies, local people needs to be et so that the outcome (the policy) meets stalkieins’
needs and addresses their concerns. These pespleaht to have a voice and become watchdogs nowtid
developmental issues in their community to endiment protect community interest.

Tosun (2006), concluded that the most common fofnparticipation in many of the developing
countries for tourism development is functionalommunities only have to endorse decisions regardingsm
planning and development issues made for them rratien by them. Communities must participate in
implementation by running small and medium scalgison enterprises or device benefit sharing mechasi
with investors but not necessarily involved in thecision making process. Policy formulation andislen
making is still top-down and passive, not only innHjesha or Osun State area but Nigeria in gdndtas is
the key stage when communities need to be actimegblved so that their voices can be heard.
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The study emphases on medium scale methods irrstadding the nature of community participation
and their role in tourism planning and developnrattier than what has been normally on them. Pu#tihthe
issues discussed in this paper into consideratt@nlocals will be active drivers of change andnpotion; being
the immediate members of the community. In this whgre will be a sense of belonging on the parthef
locals and this will in turn give them the feelitigat the success or otherwise of the developmetites
collective responsibility.
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