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Abstract:
Objective: The objective of this study is to determine thetdes which directly or indirectly affect academic
performance of school going children of middle s&ssof government and private schools.
Methodology: Study design was cross sectional descriptive stGdydents from class"7and &' of Moon
Science Academy (private) and Government Abbasghéti Secondary School Bahawalpur were recruited for
this study. A total number of 200 students werduided in the study. Sample size was taken as lahility
of resources. Non probability consecutive type aringling techniqgue was used to calculate the sasipke
Place of study was the two schools from which sttelevere recruited. Study took place from Febr20¥6 to
June 2016. A questionnaire was distributed ambegstudents which consisted of two basic partenk part
general bio data of students was noted while orother part outcome variables such as socioeconstaiios,
parents’ education and their assistance in studémsiework was noted along with other variablese lik
participation in extracurricular activities and oak academic performance of the students. Daia tbtained
was subjected to statistical analysis with the haflpcomputer software SPSS version 23. Percentagds
frequencies of different variables were calculaead analyzed. Academic performance was referred tpoor,
fair or good. Academic performance was judged enbthisis of attendance, weekly or monthly testsaanmlial
exam results.
Results: In this study, overall 100% (n=200) students Jt énd &' class) were included. 100% (n=100) from
Government Abbasia Higher Secondary Model Schodl H0% (n=100) from Moon System of Education
(private school). Association was found betweendawdc performance and fathers’ education (p=0.000),
mothers’ education (p=0.000), socio-economic st§pa€).000) and type of school (p=0.000), excepepir
assistant in homework (p=0.658) and extra-curricativities (p=0.930).
Conclusion: This study concludes that parents’ educationnfiied status, and their assistance in homework
were the factors directly affecting the academidqrenance of the school going children.
Keywords: Academic Performance, School, Childr&arents, Teachers

Introduction:

In current times of technological revolution andridaide globalization, education is the most impaitgoal

for all the activities performed by human kind. Edtion plays its role in developing the human adpind it

also provides opportunities for each and every @eiia order to achieve social and individual bettent.
Academic performance of students in schools is urekearch as it is an important factor in this eradvay of
education to achieve better outcomes in terms ofndividual’s performance. Individual performancé o
students is heart and soul of this education sydienause without better academic performance ofigoup
education system will fail no matter how much inatens are made. In many countries both parents and
teachers have shown their concern about the waymaucation system works (1).

Over the time many researches, educators and itsdi@e shown keen interest in finding ways to fifethe
possible factors which directly or indirectly affegerformance of learners (2). Variety of factowss hbeen
identified both inside and outside the school emwinent. Most common of these factors are parental
involvement, participation in extracurricular adtiizs and overall socioeconomic condition (3). Dgnaphy is

the subject under which these factors are studiedility attributes are defined differently by diéat stake
holders, which make it next to impossible to préypdefine and measure the quality of education.

Individual academic performance of a child ultinhaienproves if he\she gets proper financial suppguidance
and supervision from his\her parents (4). Regulanitoring by parents results in development of {pasihabits
in children. Educated parents and their habit afisy in contact with teachers and other schodf &tiather
enhance the chances of successful academic perfoemBut according to an observation most of themga
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involve their children in domestic activities, whigive a very short time for children to reviseithgchool
work. A single parent finds it even more challergand difficult to get involved in a child’s acaderactivities.
Better financial status of parents ensures thatcthikl gets latest facilities and technologies whia turn
improve educational capabilities of their childrés). Poor socioeconomic conditions negatively dffde
educational performance of the students, as tlegfopnance goes down if their basic needs areutfiitefd.

Those students whose parents belong to strong egorlmackground have the opportunity to get admisio
good schools and thus it provides them with strosgis in order to have a bright future. On the pthend
students with poor background fail to thrive antidjstracted from their goals (6). In a study coectdd by Syed
Tahir Hijazi and Raza Naqvi, a negative relatiors\i@und between parent’s income and child’s peréorce
(7). Moreover, evidently extracurricular activitigdso help to improve overall academic performa(®e
Evidence has been found that, those students winelgcparticipate in extracurricular activitiekd, student
clubs, social activities and athletics have a greelance at thriving through school environmejt (9

Materials and Methods:

Study design was cross sectional descriptive stStlydents from class"7and &' of Moon Science Academy
(private) and Government Abbasia Higher Secondaho8l Bahawalpur were recruited for this study.ofat
number of 200 students were included in the st@&ynple size was taken as per availability of resesirA
total of hundred students from each school tookipahe study. Fifty students from each class4d &") were
included from both private and government schollisn probability consecutive type of sampling tecjuei
was used to calculate the sample size. Place df stas the two schools from which students wereurtsd.
Study took place from February 2016 to June 201l6ic&l approval was obtained from the ethics conaaibf
respective schools and written consent form wasesidpy the students. A questionnaire was distribateong
the students which consisted of two basic part@nka part general bio data of students was notele wh the
other part outcome variables such as socioeconstaios, parents’ education and their assistanctuitents’
homework was noted along with other variables Igaticipation in extracurricular activities and oak
academic performance of the students. All the stisdwilling to take part were included in the studkile
those who refused or were absent at the time afystwere excluded. Data thus obtained was subjettted
statistical analysis with the help of computerwafte SPSS version 23. Percentages and frequeralé@feoent
variables were calculated and analyzed. Academiompeance was referred to as poor, fair or goocadienic
performance was judged on the basis of attendaveskly or monthly tests and annual exam results.

Results:

In this study, overall 100% (n=200) students of' @nd &' class) were included. 100% (n=100) from
Government Abbasia Higher Secondary Model Schodl H0% (n=100) from Moon System of Education
(private school).

In Government Abbasia Higher Secondary Model Schthelke were 28% (n=28) students with poor academic
performance, 17% (n=17) had fair academic perfoomasnd 55% (n=55) had good academic performance.
While, in Moon System of Education, there were 3¥3) students with poor academic performance, 21%
(n=21) had fair academic performance and 76% (nh@f)good academic performance. (Tablel).

Related to the fathers’ education of the studehtSavernment Abbasia Higher Secondary Model Schb
(n=14) students’ father had illiterate, 66% (n=8@&d up to matriculation and 20% (n=20) had above
matriculation. While, from Moon System of Educatitimere were 1% (n=1) fathers illiterate, 51% (n-@&re

up to matriculation and 48% (n=48) were above roakation. (Tablel).

Related to the mothers’ education of the studeh@owernment Abbasia Higher Secondary Model Sché2#p
(n=42) students’ mother had illiterate, 47% (n=4@d up to matriculation and 11% (n=11) had above
matriculation. While, from Moon System of Educatidhere were 10% (n=10) mothers illiterate, 53%53)
were up to matriculation and 37% (n=37) were aloatriculation. (Tablel).

Socio-economic status of the students of the stsdenGovernment Abbasia Higher Secondary Modeb8th
noted, 49% (n=49) were poor, 41% (n=41) were loo 40% (n=10) were high status. While, Socio-ecomomi
status of the students of the students of Moone®ysif Education noted as, 2% (n=2) were poor, 449471)
were low and 57% (n=57) were high. (Tablel).
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Parents assistant in homework, 53% (n=53) and 68%8) for Government Abbasia Higher Secondary Model
School and Moon System of Education respectivekra=curricular activities 30% (n=30) and 75% (n¥7&r
Government Abbasia Higher Secondary Model SchodiMoon System of Education respectively. (Tablel).

Association was found between academic performamck fathers’ education (p=0.000), mothers’ educatio
(p=0.000), socio-economic status (p=0.000) and tfpgchool (p=0.000), except parents assistanbimdwork

(p=0.658) and extra-curricular activities (p=0.93@jable2).

Table 1: Academic Status of Students

Variable Govt. Abbasia Higher| Moon  System  of
Secondary Education
Model School | (n=100)
(n=100)
Poor=28%, Poor=3%,
Fair=17%,Goo Fair=21%,Goo
Academic Performance d=55% d=76%

Father Education

llliterate=14%, up tg
matric=66%,
above
matric=20%

llliterate=1%, up tO
matric=519%,
above
matric=48%

llliterate=42%, up ta
matric=47%,

llliterate=10%, up tg
matric=53%,

above above
Mother Education matric=11% matric=37%
Poor=49%, Low=41%| Poor=2%,

Socio-economic Status High=10% Low=41%, High=57%
Parents Assistant in] Yes=53%, Yes=68%,
Homework No=47% No=32%

Table 2: Association of Academic Performance with &her and mother education, Socio-economic Status
and Extra-curricular Activities

Variable

bmic Performance

Poor Fair

Good

1€

r Education

[lliterate

Up to Matric

Above Matric

br Education

Illiterate

Up to Matric

Above Matric
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economic Status

ts Assistant in
Homework

LCurricular
Activities

Discussion:

As far as effect of parents’ education on acadepedormance of their children is concerned, in \West
Australian Aboriginal Child Health Survey (10) thesults were in accord with the results of thisent study.

As in this study a positive relation was evidentweeen parents’ education, their assistance in hareand
overall socioeconomic status of the parents andestis’ academic performance. In other words onéhtrdgy
that most of the students with good performanceswlgose who had literate parents.

Strong economic background, educated parents amshgsaassistance in children’s homework has atipesi
impact on academic performance. These resultsimiaisto the results of multiple studies conductedecent
past (11, 12, 13 and 14).

A study conducted in Paidha Town Council Africatlie year 2010 (15) concluded the similar resulteuo
study according to which both father and motherscation plays a significant role in betterment cddemic
performance of students along with other factds hetter financial status and homework assistance.

Parents’ assistance in homework plays a vital aglenajority of such students tend to perform bettan the
rest of them who don't get this assistance. Acegydo our study 53% of the students of governmehosl and
68% of the students of the private school were utttgr parents’ supervision and got constant fiem their
parents in this regard. Almost similar results wienend in a study conducted in schools of AllamballgTown
Lahore where 40.2% of the students getting parastsistance scored well (16).

The three important factors which are being disedssost commonly are parents’ education, socioao@no
status and parents’ assistance in homework. Thiy'st results are similar to many studies includangtudy
conducted among the students of schools of goverhseetors of Lahore in 2012 (17).

According to the current study, 55% and 76% stuglehgovernment and private schools respectivetydgwod
performance. Of these students in government sc86% of their fathers and 58% of their mothers were
literate. Similarly 99% fathers and 90% mothergfate school children were literate. The resutravquite
similar to another study, according to which, 34%d &65% students of government and private school
respectively had good performance. Among the stisdgaing to government school 65% fathers and 58%
mothers were literate while among the studentsrivBfe school 62% fathers and 67% mothers wereaddc
Overall academic performance of children goingrigte school was better than those studying iregawent
schools (18).

Further studies may require assessing the rol¢hef dactors like media, school environment, teegheehavior
etc. in academic performance of the student. Stualeut factors affecting the academic performarficehool
going children do prove that parents’ educatiortatus and parents’ active involvement producesebett
academic results in all sectors of education, peiv@nd government. Discriminations between privaate
government sector can also prove to be a factduen€ing academic performances of the studentsnas i
government sector less care, attention and guidangeovided as compared to the private sector a@ad
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because poor parents cannot afford fees of praadtor and thus are unable to provide better eiuncad their
children.

Conclusion:

This study concludes that parents’ education, firdrstatus, and their assistance in homework werdactors
directly affecting the academic performance ofgbleool going children.
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