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Abstract

This project analyzed data previously collectedrfithe University of Michigan Human Trafficking LaRroject
and the United States Department of Justice inrotmédentify the trends and relationships amongesa
variables pertaining to sex trafficking victims anffenders in the United States. Recommendatiookide
suggestions on the micro, mezzo, and macro leggisavent sex trafficking and provide treatmenstiovivors
and offenders. Both findings from the study andlileeature review indicate that sex traffickingas emerging
global crisis, in which millions of women and chiéth are deceived and coerced into sexual slavdtijodgh
State and federal policies have been enacted tdabsex trafficking in the United States, globdiiza, a
culture of tolerance toward sexually aggressiveabin, the high demand for prostitution, and gowveent
corruption and/or inaction have continued to alleex trafficking to exist as one of the most prdfieacrimes
for offenders.

Chapter 1
THE PROBLEM

Introduction

Sex trafficking is defined as smuggling people, tiyowomen and children, across worldwide borderd an
forcing them to become involved with prostitutigmgrnography, stripping, live-sex shows, mail-ortede
services, military prostitution, and sex tourismhg@ig, 2007). It is prevalent both nationally and
internationally, predominantly in third-world couiets. According to the Trafficking in Persons Repof
2010, each year 12.3 million adults and children taafficked worldwide and 40,000 to 50,000 of #ha@se
trafficked into the United States. Fifty-six perteri this population is women and children. Sexficking
victims are women and children of different agex;i@economic statuses, and ethnicities from allr dlie
world. Venkatraman (2003) suggested, “no neighbodh the world is immune to human trafficking
activity” (p. 2).

Sex trafficking is one of the most profitable cnmal activities, as traffickers make anywhere frob3 $o $20
billion worldwide per year (Zakhari, 2005). New i#s such as the Trafficking Victims Protectiont A
2000 (TVPA) and the William Wilberforce Traffickinyictims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008
(TVPRA) have started to target human traffickingte federal level. These policies increase crilination
fines, punishment for perpetrators, and providetssficking victims with benefits and psychologiczrvices.
Individual states in the United States have also

passed laws to combat human trafficking. They Helped set a strong foundation and the precedemtetkein
fighting sex trafficking. However, because of glbbation, a culture of tolerance of sex trafficking high
demand for prostitution, and worldwide governmeatraption, sex trafficking continues to be a lowkri
criminal activity. This study examined sex traffieg in the United States by looking at two differeiatabases,
the Department of Justice and the University of lijan’s Human Trafficking Law Project. It analyzéu
number of suspected sex trafficking incidents, dectinvolved in the sex trafficking process, ana th
characteristics of the victims and perpetrators.

Background of the Problem

The idea of trafficking people for profit emergedorh the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Before 1865,
approximately 10 million African men, women, andldten were forced to cross the Atlantic Oceandtila in
North or South America, with approximately 645,308ves brought to the United States (Shelley, 2030pn
arrival in the New World, they were sold and fordetb slavery, where they were often beaten, delmized,
and not compensated for their work in plantations.

During the 18 and 28 centuries, the terms “white slavery” and the “gellslave trade” were coined to
describe transnational sex trafficking from Eurepel Asia to the United States (Doezema, 2000). Widinoen
these continents were offered opportunities to vaortt live in the United States, and were deceiatmsigning
contracts with trafficking recruiters stating thia¢y would work to pay back smuggling fees. OncthaUnited
States, women were never able to pay back the moneyg,and were forced to have sex with paying male
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clients, mostly in brothels, for controlling pimpdost of the trafficked women spent the rest ofrthiees being
sexually exploited and living in enslaved condiiofiKeire, 2001). They were never compensated are we
physically and psychologically manipulated andumet. The idea that Caucasian women could be paexual
slavery initially created a sense of panic in thatét States. Unfortunately, the issue of sex itkiffig today
does not create that same panic. Some peopleipatéidn its continuation, while others turn a Hli@ye or are
simply unaware of the problem. White slavery, commdknown today as sex trafficking, continues tgse®n

a global level, mostly affecting vulnerable popigdas of women and children. These victims are cegro
participate in this multi-billion dollar industry.

Once sex trafficking victims realize they are emst} it is almost impossible for them to escapderivomen
and children have been trafficked across internatior state borders, traffickers convince theatims that
they owe them money for smuggling fees and for@mtho pay it back through a process called “debt
bondage.” Debt bondage is the agreement that sdficked women must work until their debt is paid.
However, sex trafficking victims find that it is pussible to pay off the owed debt (Broderick, 2008pmen
and children are sexually exploited to make mor@ypimps. No matter how hard they work or how much
money they make, it is never enough to pay offdkblet.

Traffickers often destroy women’s passports anchtifieation, subjecting them to be detained and odisul
back to their home countries if they escape. Theates a fear of law enforcement. Sex traffickednen are
moved to different parts of the country on a regblasis to prevent them from forming social relasioips or
becoming familiar with their surroundings. Theyimitely live in social isolation (Zhang, 2007).

Traffickers use psychological and physical violetzenstill fear in victims. Zimmerman et al. (200@®und
that sex trafficked women in Europe were deprivedssential needs, including food, water, and slead are
often coerced into experimenting with illegal dru@nce addicted, traffickers are able to maniputatam
more easily. The victims also use drugs to copé wibth sexual and physical abuse. If they refuse to
participate in prostitution for any reason at &lGtims are the subjects of extreme violence iniclgdgang
rapes, physical abuse, and/or emotional abuse. fijpie of control makes women more vulnerable to
developing mental health and chemical dependestess

Demographic Information of Trafficked Victims

Women are frequently victims of sex trafficking base of traditional gender roles. Families in cdastsuch
as India, Nepal, and West Africa choose to eduttaiz sons and send their daughters to work ataaly age
(Buchmann, DiPrete, & McDaniel, 2008). Women anidechn are the ideal victims for sex traffickingdaeise
in these cultures they carry the burden of famiydships and responsibilities. They often have rdeeaf
moving to westernized countries to make money andye educational opportunities, which makes thearem
vulnerable to sex trafficking. Women in these coest frequently have less access to resources rndcd
allowed to have higher paying jobs. This leaves eordesperate, looking for a means of survival. Herd
Sperling (2004) suggest that in South Asian comtras)i families are expected to pay a dowry for rthei
daughters’ marriages, which creates financial str@sis forces families to consider other employtmemd
marriage options for their daughters, which entibesn to utilize mail-order bride services.

Obi and Das (2008) state that sex traffickers takeantage of “push and pull economic factors” asatuit
women and children from other countries by prongisinem profitable jobs with great benefits and high
salaries. In reality, traffickers are setting theatims up for a life of slavery. Traffickers prey women who
live in poverty because they understand these warnedesperate for money and have few opporturidgres
employment and education (Shelley, 2010). Withalutcation, these women have a limited understanafing
life outside of their immediate environment, whiolakes them more vulnerable to become trafficking
victims (Buchmann et al., 2008).

Simkhada (2008) reported that immigrant women ahiddien from Nepal are easily manipulated into
becoming involved with sex trafficking because ttaeg eager to pursue new international job oppditsn
Nepalese parents acknowledge that their living itamé are very poor, and the majority of the women
trafficked are exposed to physical, emotional, aagual abuse, which ultimately pushes them to liooka
different life (Bal Kumar, Subedi, Gurung, & Adhika2001).

Newman (2006) suggests that juvenile sex traffigkiictims have different risk factors than adultsveniles
are more likely to be recruited by traffickers liey run away from home, are in foster care, orhanmeless
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because of substance and child abuse issues wlihinfamilies. They are more likely to have famediwho
engage in domestic violence and have chronic méhtaks. Traffickers easily recognize these vudidities
and offer them food, housing, attention, supeffiiae, and drugs. Often children first see theaffickers as
the mothers or fathers they never had and aftdfickars gain their trust, children are sexuallypkoited.
Perpetrators are highly skilled men and women wiib do anything to make a profit, including selling
children’s bodies for money.

Buyers and perpetrators of sex trafficking holdstaand ethnocentric attitudes, which has incredisedlemand
for foreign women to be trafficked. For exampléewts living in the United States stereotype Asigmen as
eager to have sex. This idea started during thén®ie War when many U.S. soldiers started to use@rAsi
women to fulfill their sexual desires (SturdevanSblzfus, 1992). Estes and Weisner (2001) estithatiechild
victims are trafficked from over 40 different cories into the United States, increasing the raaral ethnic
diversity. This allows buyers to have more choidggymond and Hughes (2001) noted in their metayaizal
that sex trafficked women, who are United Statégasis, most likely identify as African Americana@:asian,
Latina, or biracial (Native American and African &ntcan).

Statement of the Research Problem

The United Nations data suggests that the UnitateSts the second primary destination for humafficking
after Germany because it is wealthy, industrializaad prostitution is not only tolerated, but legalsome
states. Estimates of the prevalence of sex traffickn the United States vary depending on the s®of data.
The Trafficking in Persons Report of 2010 suggésés 50,000 to 60,000 women are sex trafficked th&
United States while the United States Departmegdusfice estimates were significantly lower, alisLib00 to
17,500 (Raymond & Hughes, 2001). In addition, vasictudies have been conducted in the United States
understand the demographic information of victimd @erpetrators of child sex trafficking throughdepth
interviews and questionnaires, based on a limitgdlyer of participants (Estes & Weisner, 2001; Rayih&
Huges, 2001). This illustrates that there is stillmited understanding of sex slavery due to dgect nature.
Victims are hesitant to report the crime becauséeafs of being deported and arrested. Becauskigfthe
prevalence and demographic information of victinmsl gerpetrators in the United States is still reddy
unknown.

Purpose of the Project

This study analyzed information from two databasias,University of Michigan’s Human Trafficking Law
Project and the Department of Justice, to analgeeific cases, prevalence, and trends of sex c¢karfiy in
the United States. The Department of Justice datapaovided data for the suspected incidence rlate o
different types of trafficking in the United Statéem 2007 to 2010. The University of Michigan Law
School database provided the researcher with febra court cases from 2003 to 2008. The resesairch
analyzed the frequency distribution of the coumtfyrigin of victims, gender of the perpetrators;dtion
of incidents in the United States, type of violeneflicted upon victims, the first and second clesrgf
perpetrators, the use of debt bondage, the ushkeofrternet to entice victims, the enticement ofkwo
opportunities, and if victims were transported asroountry borders. The data analysis also lookelea
frequency of brothels used by the traffickers. Bame these findings, trends of sex traffickinghe tUnited
States were identified and compared to findingsftbe literature review.

Definition of Terms

Child Trafficking
Modern day slavery which exploits children 17 yeansl younger for the purpose of financial gaintfaman
traffickers. It may occur across or within couniyrders.

Coercion
Threats of physically or psychologically harmingfficking victims if they fail to participate or perm as
demanded by traffickers.

Debt Bondage

An illegal practice used by human traffickers iniethperpetrators tell their victims that they owermay

to pay for living expenses and smuggling fees. ixfistare forced to pay back the debt through lalor o
commercial sex.
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Human Trafficking

Modern day slavery which exploits the human bodpulh forced labor services, prostitution, orgamaeal,
or slavery. It is a criminal act in which perpetrat exert power over victims in an attempt to battantrol them
for financial gain. Human trafficking can occur @ss or within country borders.

Sex Trafficking

Sex trafficking is a type of the human traffickimgnere vulnerable women and children are coercadant
life of slavery and forced to engage in prostitatipornography, live sex shows, military prostiuti mail-
order bride services, or sex tourism.

Theoretical Framework

Rational Choice Theory

The rational choice theory can be used to explaintsafficking both economically and socially. Ratester
and Pogarsky (2009) state the rational choice thegplains human behavior and the choices peoplenia
general, people want to maximize social and ecoaagain and minimize risk. The rational choice tlyeor
framework can help explain sex trafficking fromlbdihe perspectives of the sex

trafficking victims and the traffickers. Women whee sex trafficked originally make the decisiortrigst their
traffickers in hopes that they will accumulate mpaad an education in another country. Becaustrdfffickers
are professional con artists, they are extremetgyasive and deceiving. Women in third-world coigstiwho
face extreme poverty reason that the risk of tngsé sex trafficker seems small compared to thsilpiisy of
huge rewards in the future. Human traffickers, lo& dther hand, make up to $100,000 annually fdficking
only one girl (Zakhari, 2005) and the risk of begayght is minimal.

Conflict Theory

The conflict theory, based on the economic theasfdsarl Marx, attributes conflict to the inequaliof the
social and structural environment. People livingpaverty are oppressed by those who have resoaraks
power (Schriver, 2010). In Southeast Asia, womendiscriminated against in several ways. For famili
living below the poverty line, girls are a threattheir economic well-being because they are nghli
valued in society.

In Thailand, families marry their daughters to strars and pay dowry money, often putting their tyafad
well-being into jeopardy. Young girls are forcedthgir families to marry elderly men, become inamin sex
tourism, prostitution, or become mail-order brifl@ssmall amounts of money (Beyrer, 2001). Custamisdia
and Nepal like female infanticide, wife burning,daarranged marriages encourage women to give lp the
rights in order to earn the status of an “idealghder,” “perfect wife,” or “dignified widow” in sdety. In these
cultures, women are expected to support their familnder any circumstance.

Traffickers target single and widowed women livimgpoverty in Southeast Asia because they know that
women are motivated by poverty, gender discrimgmtiand societal neglect to create income for their
families. Women often agree to migrate in riskyaftons under debt-bondage to support their familie

Human Security Theory

Although human trafficking is not a new global issWnited States policymakers struggle to undedsian
Some classify it as an issue of smuggling whileerghview it as a violation of human rights (Mous2a08).
The human security theory states that the secanitlysafety of all individuals is a human right. édftthe issue
of sex trafficking is overlooked because some peajpd not consider it a form of slavery. Howeverx se
trafficking is a threat to human security on maayels, and should be considered a global concelark,C
2003).

On an individual level, the spread of HIV/AIDS aBdDs are passed to victims, clients, and theirngast
resulting in serious illness and death (Silvermamle 2007). Sex trafficking victims also develegtreme
psychological consequences as a result of theiereqces with abuse. This includes substance depegpd
depression, PTSD, dissociative disorders, and gnx@mmerman et al., 2003). Individual victims amet
given access to health and mental health treatriiéely are also deprived of choices such as beilgtalyuit
their jobs, whether or not to marry, to have clatdrto practice a specific religion, or to createndships.
Their labor goes unrecognized and unpaid. On aetaldievel, sex trafficking increases violence, amiged
crime, government corruption, and weakens famég.tFamilies who have a member forced into sefidkaig

are often overwhelmed with grief and remorse.
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Justification

Organizing and investigating federal-level datathiis study shows trends of sex trafficking in theited
States. This will help the social work policymakéwosboth recognize as well as advocate within timéted
States government to improve federal and State tawsake them more congruent and applicable tonvict
This project has also broadened awareness aboigstie to individuals and communities. Everyoneuthbe
equipped with the knowledge to identify victims aad them, rather than placing the burden solelyamn
enforcement and social service agencies. Lastijy avclear and broad understanding of the ethmiersiity of
victims, social workers treating these victims viié able to provide better culturally competeneingéntions
and treatment during crisis intervention.

Assumptions

This research project is based on the assumptatrogipression exists in the United States andesgbent
in the form of sex trafficking. This project assisrbat sex trafficking is commonly underreported &me
data collected does not fully reflect the actuahbar of sex trafficking cases.

Limitations

Because this is a secondary data analysis, tharoése is limited in analyzing only the number afiables
investigated by the United States Department ofichisind the University of Michigan's Human TrakKiog
Project. The data analysis was examined in theeveark of the variables provided, which limits theaunt of
data to a specific timeline, from 2003 to 2010.

Chapter 2
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introduction

In order to understand the complexity of sex tckffig, it is important to recognize it on the micnoezzo, and
macro levels. This literature review will focus thre historical background, causes, risk factorasequences,
and prevention of sex trafficking. Trafficking ol &ypes continues to exist today because of thpaith of
globalization, a culture of tolerance toward seluafgressive behavior, the high demand for pnatsdih, and
government corruption. Even though United Statdiips are currently in place to combat human icéffg,
future efforts are needed to raise global awaremdissinate social stigma, and increase aid toigars.

Human Trafficking

Human trafficking is considered to be a type oWsts, which exploits the human body through foréaolor

services, prostitution, organ removal, or slavilye exact definition was composed by the Unitedadwatin

December 2000, and can be broken down into thret@ss: (1) The United Nations defines human tckifig

as a criminal act, (2) It shows that human trafickexert power over victims in an attempt to bettatrol

them, and (3) It defines the goal of traffickerspasducing a profit by exploiting people for labsex, organs,
and servitude (U.S. Department of State, 2010).

Sex Trafficking

Sex trafficking accounts for a large majority okthuman trafficking cases. In the United Statestemo
women and children are involved in sex traffickign any other type of trafficking (U.S. Department
State, 2010). Sex trafficking is a highly organizedme in which traffickers systematically coerce
vulnerable women and children into a life of slavevhere they are forced to engage in prostitution,
pornography, live sex shows, military prostitutiomail-order bride services, or sex tourism.

Child Sex Trafficking

In 2000, the United Nations differentiated aduldachild trafficking by defining child trafficking s “the
recruitment, transfer, harboring or receipt of ddcfor the purpose of exploitation” (para. 5). &stand Weiner
(2001) further define child sex trafficking as “th@vement of children for the purpose of finangain as ‘sex
workers’ across borders, within countries, acrdatedines, from city to city, or from a rural toban setting.”
According to Raymond and Hughes (2001), most saffidking victims recruited into the industry areder
the age of 25, with girls as young as 12 to 14 yedd in the United States. Albanese, Donnelly, Eatkgian
(2004) found that child victims in Ohio were as gguas 10 years old; a majority of them were forted
participate in child pornography.

Historical Background
World War Il ignited military prostitution in varigs parts of Eastern Asia and Germany. Women froinaCh
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Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnaand Japan were abducted and coerced by Japanese
military personnel to become sex slaves and livieouses where they were continuously raped byahankse
military. By 1942, it was estimated that over 1,8@@men were trafficked in Malaysia alone (Hirofurb§98).

It was estimated that between 10,000 and 200,00themowere forced into prostitution during the war
(Hirofumi, 1998).

The Third Reich also set up brothels in parts @via and inside concentration camps. Women prisanere
forced to have sex with approximately 10 men pgridan effort to boost soldier and male inmate atgrand
reduce the number of homosexual men. The most pojubthel, “Madame Rosa,” had a total of 623,000
visits in 1943.

Women were falsely promised that they would be camspted and released from the brothels after six
months. Many women contracted sexually transmitisdases and were forced to have abortions (Czech,
2011). Today, sex trafficking continues on a gldbaél because of various contributing factors.

Contributing Factors

Globalization

Globalization is defined as the “greater mobilifygmods and people and rapid communication througho
the world” (Shelley, 2005, p. 37). Nowadays, gl@=tion has made communication between and within
countries easier. Cellular phones and the Inteffioetexample, have allowed children and women to be
contacted any time of the day, even when they mhe security of their own homes (Zhang, 2007k Se
traffickers use websites such as facebook.com argphace.com to lure young girls into meeting ankingl
with them. They use the Internet to hide their imaives.

The Internet has also increased the problem ofl glotnography. It gives viewers the illusion thasiprivate

and anonymous. Sex traffickers advertise and pb#tl @ornography on websites that can be accessed
internationally. They can post images and videasilygawith little risk of being caught. In their gbal
overview of child pornography, Wortley and Smallbof2006) estimated that there is more than ongomill
child pornography websites on the Internet, and 2@ images or videos are posted daily. Betwee@QR0,
and 100,000 traffickers organize the pornographiatpgraphy and videos, with one-third of them opegain

the United States. In 1998, approximately one amllpeople downloaded child pornography from a witb s
originating in Tajikistan (Shelley, 2005). The Imtet makes the control of pornography extremelyiadift,
when one website closes, hundreds of others opes.eixtremely difficult to regulate, and most fielers
understand that the chances of being caught ark sma

Globalization has added to the ease of smugglaffjdked victims across international borders. loyaments
in land, sea, and air transportation have permiti@han smuggling to become systematic and orgariyged
professionals. For example, as reported by Zhaf@7R traffickers use hitchhiking and convince vt to
ride on top

of freight trains or trucks to cross the Mexico-tédi States border. It was estimated by Zhang 10&{080
illegal immigrants per year are brought into thetelh States by professional smugglers. Despite rgovent
efforts to control smuggling, it is difficult becsai sex trafficking victims are forced to be complieith their
trafficker’'s orders. Women in third-world countrissarch desperately to work in wealthier countraes]
government corruption allows the trafficking of hamns to continue.

Government Corruption

Government corruption, defined as “irregular coricdhycgovernment officials for personal gain” (Hugh2000,
p. 4), is partially responsible for the high volumesmuggling and human trafficking across courttoyders.
Government corruption has allowed human traffickiopgbecome a lucrative and low-risk activity. Pabli
officials worldwide such as border guards, law ecdonent, immigration personnel, customs officidsyyers,
and judges allow human trafficking to continue lither denying that it is a problem or actively papating in
it. Judges in Russia routinely take bribes fronffitleers to reduce or dismiss criminal traffickirgparges
(Caldwell, Galster, Kanics, & Steinzor, 1999). 02, according to Agbu (2003), Bosnian visa and
immigration officials were caught allowing traffieks to freely cross the country’s border in excleaiog sexual
services. In Nigeria, hundreds of police officersrevfound visiting brothels and receiving sexuavises from
women and children who were victims of sex trafifick

Law enforcement officials view sex trafficking ascamplicated legal issue because women are illggall
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brought across country and state borders to haveviske clients for money (Shelley, 2010). Even thhuhese
victims are enslaved, it is difficult to prove thisthe court of law. Because of the cultural nomssociated
with prostitution, victims of trafficking are oftemore likely to be arrested than traffickers. Sattg victims
are often charged as offenders.

Culture of Tolerance

Sex trafficking continues to be globally acceptedtly because there is a cultural tolerance of gingeople
who sell women and children for sex. Pimps areifigar throughout the world, especially in the UnitBtates.
The cultural practice of the word “pimp” is now adjective synonymously used to describe men that ar
“cool,” “awesome,” “radical,” or constantly with batiful women (Shelley, 2010). Television shows;lsas
MTV’s “Pimp My Ride,” uses the word “pimp” to positly describe customizing and restoring old cénms.
2003, rapper 50 Cent released his new song, P.J\Whieh sold over 500,000 copies. Several monttes,|&0
Cent was offered $50 million to represent Reebakiriy the 2003 MTV awards, Snoop Dogg walked ogesta
with two women on dog leashes. In 2006, he wawfedton Rolling Stones magazine as “America’s Most
Loving Pimp.” In 2006, the Academy Award for besing was given to Three-Six-Mafia’'s “It's Hard Out
There for a Pimp.”

The Demand for Prostitution

Survey research and different theories demonstitzée commercial sex exists because the demand for
prostitution among male clients is high (Grubmaadgl 2003). The theory of “McSex” states that memtro
purchase sex for control, the variety of sexuatrgas, and to immediately satisfy sexual needsbf@en-
Black (2003) further specified that male client$ éte lonely, shy, lack self-confidence or are aatdy (2)
want to have new sexual experiences, (3) becomgsedoby having a choice of sexual partners, (4} ven
frustrations in their personal lives, and (5) fiéké they need to have complete control and dondaasver
women. These men range in both age and numbane$tihey have purchased sex.

Prieur and Taksdal (1989) hypothesized that a samadlunt of clients are actually responsible forchasing the
majority of sex trafficked women through prostituti In 1998, a survey by Atchison, Fraser and Lowmas
completed in Australia, Canada, the United Kingddvew Zealand, and the United States to determipe th
frequency and personal features of clients who haged sex from traffickers. Findings confirmed @&riand
Taksdal’s hypothesis, showing that 8% of surveyeh mad paid for sex once, 33% had paid from twQo
times, 32% from 11 to 15 times, and 27% more thatirhes throughout their lives. Men’s ages rangedcf18

to 67 years old, 33% were married, and 87% were&san. Ten percent of men said that they usedifurtes
more than once a month. This study focused on ¢neadd for prostitution of adult women; however rislare
often interested in child pornography and prostiugs well.

Sex Trafficking Process

Human trafficking is a systematic, highly organizgtme comprised of a team of people who recruhtiml,

exploit, manipulate, and transport women into stay@rnowitz, 2009). It is difficult to fully undestand and
evaluate the process and organization of sex¢kafi) because few traffickers are arrested andicted: As a
result, limited information is reported and receivmy law enforcement.

Recruiting

The process of women being trafficked starts wehruiting. Recruiting is done through various meiho
including the use of the Internet and other fora@Vertisements, family members and friends, arttipagjh
rare, kidnapping. Recruiters initially offer wompromises of marriage, employment, educational dppdies,

or a better life. Contrary to popular belief, wormeme sometimes involved in the process as traffickBata
taken from 78 countries showed that 42% of recrsiiteere women (Aronowitz, 2009). Most of these wame
recruiters are victims of sex trafficking themsealvim the Philippines, all trafficking victims leftith traffickers
willingly, with 25% pursuing recruiter careers thegtves (Aronowitz, 2009). Push and pull factors enak
women and children the most vulnerable targetseoblming sexually exploited by traffickers.

Perpetrators of sex trafficking are more likelyb® involved in other criminal activities such asifaee fraud,

tax evasion, drug trafficking, bank fraud, robbergoney laundering, and insurance scams (Raymond &
Hughes, 2001). They initially become interestedhim industry because, compared to other criminizl, dlcere

is much less risk of getting caught and they cakem# to $700,000 per year for trafficking multiplemen.
Estes and Weiser (2001) found that the numberfehdérs involved in one sex trafficking case camgeafrom

one to 14. The ages of these offenders range f@to 27 for women and 22 to 43 for men, with a nigjof
them identifying as African American. Pimps managgwhere from one to seven girls at a time. InUhé&ed
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States, perpetrators choose victims that are yousgg more naive to the business and consequerficgEx o
trafficking.

Push and Pull Factors

Push factors are defined as the hardships whiore domen to move away from their families and home
countries while pull factors are influences thdtaat women to move to wealthier, usually Westeanogean
counties (Aronowitz, 2009). Women may decide tetttwaffickers and travel to other countries beeathey
have experienced domestic violence, do not haveatidunal opportunities, are unemployed, or livgénpetual
poverty. Women around the world consistently haighdr unemployment and poverty rates than men. Wome
employed, on average, make 76 cents to every dailarmale colleague (Chang, 2010). Pull factorisieth by
the global popular culture, shows an idealized vadfvthe west. Films and television feature highreatistic
standards of living, especially in the United Stateading women to believe that their needs véllnbet and
their dreams will be fulfilled. Unfortunately, womevho initially decide to trust traffickers do naalize that
they will soon live a life in slavery (Schauer & \&é4ton, 2006).

Debt Bondage

Once women agree to leave with traffickers, reersitinform them that they must pay back the cost of
smuggling fees through a process called debt bandasually between $1,000 and $35,000 (Ebbe & Das,
2008). Debt bondage is used to create and maiotaitrol and dominance over victims. In order to péythe
debt, women must become involved with prostitutisex tourism, stripping, pornography, or live sérws.
Most women are never able to pay off this accuredlatebt because traffickers do not credit the ebmmeney
towards the victims’ debt. Sex trafficking victinrs Albania are exploited their entire lives or Uitiey escape

or are caught by law enforcement (Curtol, Dec&iNicola, Belli, & Savona, 2004). Victims of sexafficking

are controlled through excruciating physical angchslogical pain.

Physical and Psychological Control over Victims

Traffickers physically and psychologically manipglaheir victims by forcing them to live and work poor

conditions while depriving them of food, water,egde and social contact. They instill terror in théactims in

order to reduce or eliminate resistance. This tfpeontrol is conducive to traffickers because they able to
make the most profits while sustaining the liveshefir victims.

Living Conditions

Living conditions are designed to house as many &oas possible in a small amount of space. As itestr

by Caldwell, Galster, and Steinzor (1997), the et in Cambodia are dark, narrow, and unsanitanyall
apartments for trafficked women are often infestéth bed bugs and cockroaches with only beds akitthen
table and chairs as furniture. In India, “pillowuse brothels” consist of small rooms with clothidiérs hung

to separate beds. Sometimes women are chaineck tbetths. Women cannot leave the premises without a
trafficking guard or manager.

Work Expectations

Traffickers expect that women will work long howsven days a week. Campbell (2000) interviewed Thai
women who worked in nightclubs and brothels up @oh®urs per day until 3:00 AM, seven days a week.
Women are not given time off while they are meraing or if they are physically ill. After work, ¢y are
expected to clean the brothel or recruit new magtamers. Pyne (1995) reported that Burmese wonoeking

in brothels are not allowed to turn down male codrs for any reason and must perform all sexua act
requested. Women are raped by up to 20 men pendayler to pay off their debt bondage in hopey thi#l be
able to save enough money to return home.

Physical and Psychological Control

Pimps use a system of control, described by Wdlk@r9), as a cycle of violence to manipulate vistifihe
cycle starts out in the “honeymoon phase,” in whigimps pretend to be in love with women, show them
affection, introduce them to drugs and alcohol, bodd their self-esteem, to gain full psychologdicantrol.
This is followed by extreme aggression and violehiteugh physical, sexual, and emotional abuse.

Once women become sexually exploited, it is alnmogbssible for them to escape. Pimps deprive vietoh
the opportunity to become familiar with their odtsisurroundings and do not allow them to integiatie the
mainstream community in any way. Traffickers degtatl forms of identification including passportsdado
not allow women to communicate with anyone in therld/ outside of prostitution, forcing them to live
complete social isolation. Because of these liingditions, victims lose a sense of control inthiees and
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often start to feel hopeless and helpless (Fafi5R0

Journalist Michael Specter interviewed a Ukrainisman who worked in a brothel in Israel who destithe
pimp she worked for, “He drove me to a brothel andhed my passport in front of me. He said, ‘| oyau.
You have no papers and you don't speak Hebrew. heoue to start working as a prostitute™ (Spectéx98,
para. 3). When she first refused, she was contslyaaped and beaten. This experience is not uhusinaps
use physical and psychological manipulation to dowomen to comply with their orders. This has aesev
negative impact on women’s mental and physical-veihg, leaving them incapable of escaping.

Impact on Women’s Mental and Physical Functioning

Impact on Physical Health

Women who are sex trafficked are more likely to exignce serious health consequences. Decker, MegZaul
Phuengsamram, Janyam, and Silverman (2010) cormbactirvey in Thailand and found that sex traffitke
women were more likely to report condom failurepratected sex, and abortions without healthcaristasse.
This subjects women to a myriad of health problémetuding sexually transmitted diseases. Silverrataal.
(2007) found that 38% of sex trafficked women inpllewere diagnosed with HIV. In addition, Cwikdan,
and Chudakov (2003) studied the effects of seXitkafig on a sample of 55 women in Israel and fodmait
82% were denied access to healthcare by theiidkafs, and because of this, they were more likelgevelop
physical health problems including chronic headagchgelvic pain, gastrointestinal difficulties, oragalth
problems, and bone fractures. In the United StataSicking victims only survive seven years, areeage, after
being trafficked because of these health issuetgfab et al., 2004). These problems continued laftey the
women were no longer being trafficked.

Psychological Effects

The psychological consequences of sex traffickirmgcarrelated to women’s experience of sexual drnydipal
trauma. Sex trafficked women experience highersratk anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
depression, suicidal ideation, and suicide attenfgisimerman et al., 2003). In a study which examdine
specific mental

health symptoms of sex trafficked women in Nepalyas reported that 97.7% of women had symptoms of
anxiety, 100% of women had symptoms of depressiod, 29.6% of women expressed having symptoms of
PTSD (Tsutsmi, Takashi, Amod, Seika, & Eiji, 200Bgcause of their experienced abuse, after womeiveu
sex trafficking, they often have a difficult timetégrating into mainstream society or finding ndieypan their
own lives.

Substance Abuse and Dependency

A meta-analysis found that victims of sex traffioffiwere given drugs and alcohol such as marijuaeain,

and sedatives in order to make them more obedreheasier to control (Raymond & Hughes, 2001). Wome
are often injected with drugs without their consdnt make them dependent on substances. Raymond and
Hughes found that 71% of sex trafficking victimsthe United States were forced to use drugs orhalco
Because of this, sex trafficking survivors repoighier rates of substance abuse as a way of copitilg w
psychological pain.

Mental Health Treatment

Sex trafficking survivors are offered mental hedldatment and services, usually through commuretyed
mental health treatment centers. According to Baled Soodalter (2009), the United States only Has 3
emergency housing beds in the country for childsio are sexually exploited. The remainder of tretivis
must go into foster care or to domestic violenceltehs. Services for victims often include crisiservention
services, intensive case management, pro bono fmgaices, medical28 services, family reunificatiand
transportation to appointments (Clawson, Dutch, 8lis¥nson, 2008). Women are slowly integrated baitk
society and receive educational opportunities asslstance finding employment if wanted. Agencieat th
provide these services in the Sacramento aread@dpening Doors, Women Escaping a Violent Enviremim
(WEAVE), Community Against Sexual Harm (CASH), Cage To be You, and My Sister’s House. In addition
to these services, victims are offered long-teamrna counseling, in which therapists use empowermedels

to help re-connect women to society and build tlseif-esteem. Victims are often resistant to rexdielp
because of their involvement with prostitution deelings of shame (Clawson et al., 2008).

Sex Trafficking in the United States

Trafficking exists everywhere in the United StatiesJuding rural, urban, and suburban areas. Adogrtb a
report by the United Nations Office on Drugs andn@r in 2006, areas in the United States used for
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transportation and sex trafficking destinationslide Michigan, Washington, Oregon, Texas, Califarni
Arizona, and New Mexico. Victims are primarily tfiaked from Asia, the former Soviet Union, AfricBastern
Europe, and Latin America (Mizus, Moody, PrivadoD&uglas, 2003).

Mail-Order Bride Services

The United States facilitates various types of teafficking. Mail-order bride trafficking, the press of selling
women as wives to men abroad, frequently occurthénUnited States. Mail-order bride companies bee t
Internet to offer men international

tours to meet their prospective brides. Usuallis #rrangement is set-up through a “mail-order éoagency”
which targets poor, underdeveloped countries. Tla#l-onder bride agencies are not required to parfor
background checks on male customers. Therefore,emcane often subjected to domestic violence, ngeria
fraud, and sexual abuse (Lindee, 2007). Lindeenastid that 15,000 women every year travel to thigedn
States through mail-order bride agencies from Ry$sastern Europe, Asia, and Central America. Tabsite
www.loveme.com offers men a trip to Russia for $8,1The trip includes airfare to Russia and eveatgered
on men choosing their prospective wives, who mayrmer 18 years old (www.loveme.com). On averduesd
mail-order bride agencies make up to $10,000 penavo(Lloyd, 2000).

Sex Tourism

Washington, DC is the United States’ center fotcchex tourism. Up to 200 juveniles per day areddrto
post sex advisements on Craigslist for sex touri@uyers of sex services range in occupation and
socioeconomic status. Even wealthy individuals @rstomers of sex trafficking (Shelley, 2010). Gowar
Elliot Spizer of New York paid $10,000 per sexuateunter, for pimps to transport prostitutes acisiase
lines to provide him with services, which violatederstate trafficking laws. In the southern stateditary
prostitution is prevalent in Asian massage parsord brothels outside of Fayetteville, North Caml{Bhelly,
2010). Victims are trafficked into the United State fulfill a variety of different services for eacustomers.

Human Trafficking Legislation

The Trafficking Victims Prevention Act of 2000

On October 28, 2000, the Clinton administrationctee the Trafficking Victims Prevention Act (TVPA3L a
cost of $95 million, to combat the internationadasiomestic sex trade industry (Roby, Turley, & Céody
2008). It was the first primary and secondary pntie& program designed in the United States tcerpigblic
awareness, stop human trafficking globally, andvigi® former and potential victims with social seeg. This
policy reflected the values of the Thirteenth Ammeait, which originally made slavery illegal in thinited
States (Cullen-DuPont, 2009). The TVPA of 2000 madenan trafficking a federal crime, and severely
punished pimps for soliciting children and women dex. Those convicted of human trafficking in theited
States are now forced to serve a life sentencesorpfor trafficking crimes involving death, kidmaing, and/or
sexual abuse of children or adults (Roby et al080

According to Cullen-DuPont (2009), the TVPA of 20@@ovides up to 5,000 victims of severe human
trafficking, per year, with a Trafficking Visa (Ti8&), which allows them to eventually become UniBtdtes
citizens. This qualifies victimized women and chéld for housing, education, food stamps, Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), SupplemerSalcurity Income (SSI), daycare, English language
training, Medicaid, job training, and psychologisarvices (Ebbe & Das, 2008). In return, they aguired to
help government agents capture and prosecute htraféickers. The T-Visa demonstrates a tremendbasge

in immigration laws in

the United States, which once did not differentiatenan trafficking victims from perpetrators or gfitutes,
sentencing them to similar jail time or extensiuge$. Furthermore, human trafficking victims werce
regarded as illegal aliens and immediately depoltadk to their home countries after paying fines or
serving prison time (Roby et al., 2008).

The prevention of human trafficking also involvetueating and providing a critical analysis of tlex $rade
industry to potential victims, key policymakers,datihe general public. Because of the TVPA of 200G
United States Department of Health and Human SesyiOffice of Refugee Resettlement awards grants to
numerous nongovernmental organizations to famaiéaat risk populations, such as the homeless, sciaits,
migrant farm workers, and prostitutes with possgdams and techniques that have been used bykeafiito
seduce victims (Roby et al., 2008). Organizatiores@nt case studies to these populations, whichegotie
severity of human trafficking. In addition to dortiessducation, the United States is working glop&dl build
awareness in other countries by implementing caddcation training programs in Brazil, Albania, &tia,
Cambodia, Mongolia, Russia, and Liberia (Roby et 2008). These programs provide other countrigh wi
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information about human trafficking through teléeis the radio, poster campaigns, new school aulajand
human trafficking prevention hotlines.

The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protect ion Reauthorization Act of 2008

The William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Proteicin Reauthorization Act (TVPRA) of 2008 renewed and
expanded the TVPA of 2000 by establishing new mepénts for both domestic and international human
trafficking laws (Ebbe & Das, 2008). The act prasdfunding for global prevention programs, adding
protection for human trafficking survivors, and adening the definition of human trafficking perpgtrs. One

of the main goals of the TVPRA of 2008 is to clgselonitor human prevention trafficking servicesoiher
countries. In order to achieve this goal, The SEspartment of Human Trafficking in Persons Reptatted to
record the status of human trafficking preventiffiortes made by all other countries. This is a clefrom the
TVPA of 2000, which only required the United Statesmonitor the status of human trafficking effoits
specific countries. By globally investigating humaafficking programs, the United States has begle #o
identify which countries are failing to meet thenimium standards for human trafficking prevention,ass a
result, these countries have received more helpgBbDas, 2008).

The TVPRA of 2008 also aims to aid human traffickimictims. This policy modifies previous T-Visa
provisions and allows human trafficking victims hecome permanent United States residents, evdmiif t
visas have expired. For the first time, these ses/have been extended to include victims of humadficking
originating in the United States as well as thasenfother countries. In addition, the TVPRA of 200&s
widened the definition of “human trafficking perpsbrs” to incorporate people who

are indirectly involved with the human traffickipgocess such as those who provide sex slaves @aath dnd
shelter or entice them into the sex trade indu$igby et al., 2008).

The TVPRA of 2008 also provides increased fundiog Hew studies, reports, and data collection tdebet
understand human trafficking both internationallydain the United States. Now, money confiscatednfro
human trafficking perpetrators is given to nongrofiganizations to further the development of etlnoaand
prevention programs.

State Legislation

In addition to the federal response of human tkiffig, 33 states in the United States have pasaisd b
which require law enforcement to attend humanitifig training, establish human trafficking pretien
task forces, extend the term of imprisonment offitleers, establish sex trafficking as separatemfro
prostitution, provide services to human traffickivigtims, or raise the penalty for traffickers whgploit
minors (Bales & Soodalter, 2009).

Each state has different human trafficking laws] &n some states including Alabama, Alaska, Delawar
Louisiana, Maine, Missouri, Montana, North Carolir@@hio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Vermont, West Virginia, Wisconsin, angoiMng laws are non-existent (Bales & Soodalter,
2009). The states that do have human traffickimgslfocus on the criminalization of trafficking petpators,
often minimalizing or ignoring the needed benedital protection for trafficking survivors. State Rare not

as comprehensive as the TVPRA; law enforcemenbi® riikely to use a “prostitute paradigm” to loaksax
trafficking and assume that women are prostituteslave a choice to participate in sex. Victimgwoftlo not
have identification and are considered illegal imrants, immediately sent to jail or deported.

Human trafficking is viewed differently from state state Law enforcement in states that have trafficking
laws views the crime as a State crime. Law enfoergrm states where there are no trafficking laieswit as

a federal crime. Farrell, McDevitt, and Fayr (2088)veyed over 3,000 law enforcement agenciesydiiad)
State police headquarters and county sheriff'sceffi across the United States. They found that law
enforcement agencies generally perceive humarnickaffy as non-existent in their local communiti€gven
percent of the agencies had never investigatednaahurafficking case, 6% of agencies had specidék un
dedicated to human trafficking cases, 20% of agsnbhad received human trafficking training, and 16@6
agencies had a human trafficking protocol. Law ssdment reported that many victims were resistant t
cooperate with law enforcement out of fear thdfitieers would kill them and their families.

Conclusion

Sex trafficking, a form of modern slavery, has dgaththe lives of millions of children, women, arbit
families. Trafficking victims are stripped of theself-worth, tortured, abused, and even killed taffickers
while perpetrators often go without punishmentislextremely important that social workers havereat
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understanding of the issue of sex trafficking ssytban proactively and reactively work to combairit

the micro, mezzo, and macro levels. The gap in kedge between the actual and reported sex trafiicki
incidence rates shows that much work is still ndemteunderstanding the problem. This project seteks
increase awareness, from the social work perspeabivthe prevalence and variables that makeuvithdl
sex trafficking cases to help close this wide gap.

Chapter 3
METHODS

This chapter will discuss the methodology of thadgt including the research design, data collection
procedures, measurement instruments, human sulpjextection procedure, data analysis plan, andstixy
limitations.

Research Design

The research design of this project is a quantgatiescriptive design because it described and/zadhlsex
trafficking data of cases in the United Statesem#id by the Department of Justice from 2007 ta02&id the
University of Michigan from 2003 to 2008. According Rubin and Babbie (2010), the goal of a quatitita
descriptive study is to describe the charactesstit a specific population through analyzing andctibing
relationships between sample variables.

This project examined sex trafficking in the UnitSthtes by first studying the number of suspecieuian
trafficking and sex trafficking incidents providdxy the Department of Justice data. It then analydath
pertaining to factors and relationships from 2@edént sex trafficking cases from the UniversityMithigan’s
Law School Human Trafficking Project. The variabtegthered from the University of Michigan Law Schoo
database included the age category and countryriginoof victims, gender of perpetrators, locatiof
incidents, type of violence inflicted upon victinthge first and second charges of perpetratorsusieeof debt
bondage, the use of the Internet, enticement okwgportunities to victims, and if victims were risported
across country borders. The data analysis alsaded the frequency of brothels used by traffickers.

All of the cases used for this project were categar by the court as sexual exploitation/prostituttases. All
of the cases had female victims and adult perpealhis project explored the impact of sex tckifig in a
different way, by combining and organizing sexficking information; thereby gaining more infornmati and
increasing awareness about the variables that ofake&d impact sex trafficking in the United States.

Data Collection Procedures

There were no participants directly involved insthésearch project because it is a secondary datgsés. It
analyzed data previously collected by the Uniteate®t Department of Justice and University of Miahig Law
School Human Trafficking Project. The data collestiprocedures of both projects were outlined onr the
respective websites and are free for the publact®ess and use for analysis.

The Department of Justice funds the Human TraffigkiReporting System, which collects data from 4@alo
task forces to measure information on human traffig in the United States. From January 2007 te R01.0,
the Human Trafficking Reporting System collectefbimation through surveys and interviews with victi
service organizations, federal law enforcement eigen the United States Attorney’s Offices, and @ieil
Rights Division of Justice. This information wadleoted in approximately 25% of the United Stafesim 42
different jurisdictions. The Department of Justice

defined a human trafficking incident as a humarffitking case that led to a perpetrator arrest white
survivor received a T-Visa. The raw data for thisojpct is available to the public online at
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/rawdata.cfm through therdau of Justice website. Consent was given to useah
trafficking data for the purpose of secondary datalysis.

In February 2011, The University of Michigan creathe Human Trafficking Law Project, a databasd tha
provides detailed information of federal and Sthateman trafficking cases from 1980 to the preseaichE
human trafficking case was reviewed by Universityvichigan law students and the Human Traffickingw_
Project manager and summarized before being entet@the database. The researchers collectedafabase
information from the United States Department oftibe and other government websites such as the
LexisNexis Internet search engine and legal rebesecvices. The Human Trafficking Law Project is tmly
publicly available database that describes spedifiman trafficking cases. This website is availabte
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http://www.law.umich.edu and consent was given ¢e human trafficking data for the purpose of seaond
data analysis.

Measurement Instruments

This project required access to a computer andJthieersity of Michigan’s Human Trafficking Law Pegjt
and the Department of Justice websites. The deseridata was analyzed through the Statistical Bgeklor
the Social Sciences (SPSS) software.

Human Subjects Protection

In the fall semester of 2011, the researcher subdhthe Human Subjects application for review @ phoject
research advisor. The project advisor made coomstand suggestions in order to assist the resatoh
complete the application. The Protection of Humaubj&cts Protocol was completed and reviewed by the
Division of Social Work at California State Univiays Sacramento in October 2011. On November 17,120
the researcher received a letter from the HumareStsoreviewers stating that the project had begmaved,
approval number 11-12-034. The Human Subjects warie determined that the level of risk of this ersh
project was exempt because the researcher is nexgjeand analyzing anonymous and confidential data
previously collected by other research institutiortsere were no risks involved with conducting thisject.

Data Analysis Plan

All collected data from the Department of Justiceswe-organized by the researcher and placed ewa n
table on an excel spreadsheet before being eniatedSPSS to evaluate the mean and frequency of
trafficking in the United States per quarter fro02 to 2010.

The data from the University of Michigan was orgaui into categories by the researcher and themeghte
into SPSS. SPSS generated frequency distributiblegaof each variable. A contingency coefficientswa
calculated to measure the association between gefdbe perpetrator and the use of violence. Tiosse
tabulation test controlled for internet use whewking at the first charge of the perpetrator.

Limitations

Although the researcher collected information atsmut trafficking from two different databases, thaere still

a number of limitations to the project. This praj@@s limited to analyzing the variables provided dach
database. Sex trafficking is often underreported amrecognized in the United States. Because of this
impossible for either database to know the exaet o& sex trafficking. Traffickers are not alwaygecuted
and may take a plea bargain to avoid going to s@lthese cases are automatically eliminated froen t
databases. Because of these factors, this prajestmbt represent the actual number of sex trafficincidents
in the United States.

The Department of Justice website states thatwlasaonly collected in 25% of the United States.réfare, the
findings from this study cannot be generalizedhe éntire country and does not represent all treridbe
incidence of trafficking in the United States. THesearcher analyzed 20 different cases from theddsity of
Michigan Human Trafficking Law Project, which issenall sample size. A larger sample size would lexled
to establish validity of the data and lend moreggalizability to the findings.

Chapter 4
RESULTS

The following data analysis represents variablemf0 different United States sex trafficking casem the
University of Michigan Human Trafficking Law Projedatabase from 2003 to 2008 and the suspected
incidents of United States sex trafficking as gatedt by the Department of Justice from 2007 to 2010
Findings for this secondary data analysis were ig¢eé from SPSS.
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Table 1

Frequency Distribution of the Category of VictimToéfficking

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Minor 13 65.0 65.0 65.0
Adult 2 10.0 10.0 75.0
both 5 25.0 25.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

In this particular sample, the majority of the int$ were minors. This corresponds with the literatu
reviewed that refers to the increasing traffickiage pertaining to minors. Estes and Weisner (2001)
estimated that 100,000 to 300,000 children ardi¢kafd in the United States with victims as youlsgl2
years old.

Table 2
Frequency Distribution of the Country of Origin\dictims

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid United States 7 35.0 35.0 35.0
Brazil 2 10.0 10.0 45.0
Mexico 1 5.0 5.0 50.0
Costa Rica 1 5.0 5.0 55.0
Unknown 9 45.0 45.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

This table shows the frequency distribution of tieeintry of origin of sex trafficking victims. Ouf the cases
analyzed, the country of origin for 35% of victimas the United States, 10% of victims’ country afim was

Brazil, 5% of victims’ country of origin was CosRica, 5% of victims’ country of origin was Mexicand 45%
of victims’ country of origin was unknown. The litdure review shows that the United States is mamy

destination country for sex trafficking. It is ea®y illegal immigrants to be trafficked into thenlted States
from other countries (Zhang, 2007).

Table 3
Location of Sex Trafficking Incidents

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid East Coast 8 40.0 40.0 40.0
West Coast 1 5.0 5.0 45.0
Midwest 10 50.0 50.0 95.0
Other 1 5.0 5.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

Half of the sex trafficking incidents took placetire Midwest. Forty percent of the incidents ocedron the
East Coast and 5% were on the West Coast. Thatliter review suggests that Texas, Michigan, Caliggr
Arizona, and New Mexico were most frequently usadtifie primary location of sex trafficking in thenited

States (Mizus et al., 2003). The East Coast idJthieed States’ epicenter for child sex tourism amail bride

services (Shelley, 2010).
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Table 4
Frequency Distribution of the Gender of Sex Tréffig Perpetrators

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Female 2 10.0 10.0 10.0
Male 13 65.0 65.0 75.0
Both 5 25.0 25.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

This table shows that 65% of the cases had mafgepators, 10% had female perpetrators, and 25%bbtd
female and male perpetrators. This finding is sujgobby the literature review, which suggests thatajority
of sex trafficking perpetrators are male, but ina& unusual for women to be involved as well. Wanage
most likely involved with the recruiting procesgdmave been sex trafficked themselves.

Table 5
Frequency Distribution of Violence Inflicted by Petrators

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 16 80.0 80.0 80.0
no 1 5.0 5.0 85.0
unknown 3 15.0 15.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

Eighty percent of perpetrators used violence tdrobtheir victims. In 15% of cases, it was unknoifmiolence
was used. The literature review suggests that arhapf sex trafficking victims experience sevgreysical,
emotional, and sexual abuse from perpetrators. dttés includes gang rapes and deprivation of wdterd,
and adequate shelter (Farr, 2005).

Table 6
Type of Violence Inflicted by Perpetrators

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid Physical 3 15.0 15.0 15.0
Sexual 5 25.0 25.0 40.0
Both 8 40.0 40.0 80.0
Unknown 4 20.0 20.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

Forty percent of perpetrators used both sexual @mnical violence to control their victims. Thisding is

supported by the literature review, which shows geapetrators use the cycle of violence to maaigylcoerce,
and deceive victims, especially children (Walke®79). In the case of the State of Texas vs. Steplyen

Buggs, the perpetrator sexually assaulted thenvietith a sword, took all of her money, and left rea locked
closet.
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Table 7

Frequency Distribution of the First Charge of Peimagors

Valid Cumulative

Frequency Percent Percent Percent
Valid Sex Trafficking 7 35.0 35.0 35.0
Transportation of illegal 2 10.0 10.0 45.0
aliens for sex trafficking
Transportation of a minor 6 30.0 30.0 75.0
for sex trafficking
Other 5 25.0 25.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

Table 7 shows that 35% of perpetrators’ first ckagg determined by a federal court, was sexckarfiy. Thirty
percent of perpetrators’ first charge was trangimm of a minor for sex trafficking and 10% waarisportation
of illegal aliens. The TVPRA of 2008 widened thefibiion of “sex trafficking perpetrator” to inclel
traffickers who are indirectly involved with theqmess (Roby et al., 2008). It is shown that sefitking
perpetrators may face several different sex trgfiig charges.

Table 8
Second Charge of Perpetrators

Valid Cumulative

Frequency Percent Percent Percent
Valid Sex Trafficking 4 20.0 20.0 20.0
Transportation of lllegal 2 10.0 10.0 30.0
Aliens for Sex Trafficking
Transportation of minor 6 30.0 30.0 60.0
for sex trafficking
Child Sexual Abuse 1 5.0 5.0 65.0
Other 35.0 35.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

This table shows that 30% of perpetrators’ secdratge was the transportation of a minor for seffitkang,
20% was sex trafficking, 10% was the transportatibillegal aliens, 5% was child sexual abuse, 3B% was
other charges. Raymond and Hughes (2001) assdréédséx trafficking perpetrators are more likelyhe
involved with multiple criminal activities and hageveral criminal charges.

Table 9
Frequency Distribution of Brothels Involved
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 2 10.0 10.0 10.0
no 18 90.0 90.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

In ten percent of the cases investigated, sexdkaifs used brothels to contain victims. Ninetycget of cases
did not use brothels. Brothels have been desiggpddhffickers to make a profit, often dehumanizthg living
conditions of victims. In the United States broshate illegal in all states except Nevada. Brothetswidely
used in other countries such as Cambodia and &rdidess in the United States (Caldwell, Galstegté&inzor,
1997).
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Table 10
Frequency Distribution of Debt Bondage Used by R&aiors
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 4 20.0 20.0 20.0
no 11 55.0 55.0 75.0
unknown 5 25.0 25.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

Twenty percent of traffickers in the sample popolatused debt bondage as a way to control thetimsc
Fifty-five percent of traffickers did not use debbndage. Debt bondage is initially one of the ways
traffickers manipulate their victims, forcing themhave sex for money (Ebbe & Das, 2008).

Table 11
Internet Involved in Recruiting Victims
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 5 25.0 25.0 25.0
no 14 70.0 70.0 95.0
unknown 1 5.0 5.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

The Internet was used to recruit 25% of sex trhkiffig victims. Seventy percentof sex trafficking tiies were
recruited through other methods. Globalization &dded to the ease of sex trafficking. It is extrigntard to
regulate what is posted on the Internet, therefwedfickers can use it in the recruitment procesth a small
risk of being caught (Zhang, 2007).

Table 12
Victims Transported Across United States Borders
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 3 15.0 15.0 15.0
No 8 40.0 40.0 55.0
Unknown 9 45.0 45.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

This table shows that 15% of trafficking victims redransported into the United States by traffiskétorty
percent of victims were not transported into thetéthStates.

As described in the literature review, push and fagtors influence women and children to trusffickers to
illegally transport them to the United States (@tbDas, 2008). As Zhang (2007) illustrates, womed ahildren
are transported across the United States bordmairy different ways; for example they cross fromxide by
hitchhiking and riding on top of trains and trucks.

Table 13
Enticed with Work Opportunities
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent
Valid yes 8 40.0 40.0 40.0
no 4 20.0 20.0 60.0
unknown 8 40.0 40.0 100.0
Total 20 100.0 100.0

This table shows that out of the 20 cases review8@ly of the victims were enticed by traffickersotingh
profitable work opportunities. The literature rewviesuggests that women living in poverty are more
vulnerable to being coerced into trafficking wittork opportunities because they feel accountableetp
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their families. Traffickers will frequently entiogctims with work and education opportunities, higdlaries,
and the opportunity to support their families (Bonginn et al., 2008).

Table 14
Cross Tabulation of the Gender of the Perpetrafarst Charge of the Perpetrator, and Internet Inv@inent

First Charge of Perpetrators
2.00 3.00
Transportation Transportatio

of illegal aliens of a minor

1.00 Sex for sex for sex 4.00
Internet involved in recruiting victims  Trafficking trafficking trafficking  other  Total
1.00 Gender 2.00 Count 2 2 4
yes P Male % within GenderB0.0% 50.0% 100.0%
3.00 Count 0 1 1
Both % within GenderP0% 100.0% 100.0%
Total Count 2 3 5
% within GenderP10.0% 60.0% 100.0%
2.00 Gender 1.00 Count 0 2 0 0 2
no P Female % within GenderB% 100.0% .0% .0% 100.0%
2.00 Count 2 0 3 3 8
Male % within GenderR25.0% .0% 37.5% 37.5% 100.0%
3.00 Count 2 0 0 2 4
Both % within Gender0.0% .0% .0% 50.0% 100.0%
Total Count 4 2 3 5 14
% within Gender28.6% 14.3% 21.4% 35.7% 100.0%
3.00 Gender 2.00 Count 1 1
unkn P Male % within GenderP00.0% 100.0%
own Total Count 1 1
% within GenderPL00.0% 100.0%
Total Gender 1.00 Count 0 2 0 0 2
P Female % within GenderP% 100.0% .0% .0% 100.0%
2.00 Count 5 0 5 3 13
Male % within GenderR38.5% .0% 38.5% 23.1% 100.0%
3.00 Count 2 0 1 2 5
Both % within GenderR0.0% .0% 20.0% 40.0% 100.0%
Total Count 7 2 6 5 20
% within GenderP35.0% 10.0% 30.0% 25.0% 100.0%

When the perpetrator recruiter methods controlkedriternet use, 60% of perpetrators who usedritexriet in
recruitment used it for the transportation of a@nifor sex trafficking. Forty percent of the pemag¢drs used it
for sex trafficking.

When contingency coefficient was calculated to meaghe association between the gender of the patpe
and use of violence, there was a moderate positigeciation (.382), but it was not statisticaltyngicant.
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Table 15
ANOVA of Suspected Incidents of Different Typd&saificking
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between 8800237.067 2 4400118.533 32.745 .000
Groups
Within Groups 3628108.800 27 134374.400
Total 12428345.867 29

The type of trafficking is a good predictor of tineidence rate with regard to sex trafficking, latmfficking,
and unknown trafficking. One of the limitationstlsat this applies to suspected incidents of trkiffig, not
substantiated trafficking incidents.

Table 16
Descriptive Statistics of Sex Trafficking, Laboafficking and Unknown Trafficking

Std.
N Minimum Maximum Mean Deviation
Suspected Incidents of 30 21.00 2065.00 515.9333%54.64773
Different Types of
Trafficking
Valid N (listwise) 30

The mean of sex trafficking, labor trafficking, amtknown trafficking for the period of 30 quartdrem
January 2008 to June 2010 was 515.9333. The minimumber of suspected incidents was 21 during one
quarter and the maximum was 2,065 during one quarte

Chapter 5

CONCLUSIONS

This section will include information about the ties from the study’s overall findings, recommeratatifor
decreasing sex trafficking on the micro, mezzo, amatro levels, and specific implications to combek
trafficking in the field of social work.

Overall Findings

Analysis shows that 65% of sex trafficking case®ived the trafficking of a minor. The primary cdaognof
origin of victims was the United States (35%) whi&% of the victims’ country of origin was unknowhhe
majority of sex trafficking incidents occurred ihet Midwest (50%) or the East Coast (40%). The nitgjor
(65%) of sex trafficking perpetrators were maleghfy percent of the perpetrators inflicted violenbeth
sexual and physical, on victims. The first charfi@erpetrators was more likely to be sex traffickif85%)
while the second charge was transportation of anfor sex trafficking (30%). Most sex traffickirgses did
not use brothels (90%). The Internet was involve@5% of cases trying to recruit victims. Debt bagel was
used by 20% of perpetrators. In 15% of cases,itk&ffs transported victims across country bordEosty
percent of victims were enticed into sex traffigkioy work opportunities.

Table 15 shows that the means of suspected traffjcketween different types of trafficking is stditally
significant. Therefore, the ANOVA test done wasalgle and has a high degree of external validity.

Table 16 shows the mean of suspected human trimffjdkcidents per quarter in the United States f2007

to 2010 on the federal level. Table 16 shows thatrhean number of suspected incidents per quadsr w
515.9333 with a minimum of 21 incidents and maximefn2,065 incidents. The literature review suggésas
there are 40,000 to 50,000 children and women beeafticked into the United States (United Natiddfice

on Drugs and Crime, 2010). This means that mostémts of sex trafficking are not investigated ayal
unreported.
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Overall, this descriptive study shows patternseof safficking in the United States: A majority wttims are
minors, United States citizens, and are traffickethe Midwest. Perpetrators are more likely torbale and
inflict physical and sexual violence on their viofi. Perpetrators are more likely to entice victimith work
opportunities in-person than recruitment throughltiternet.

Recommendations

Because sex trafficking is an underground operattois difficult to catch traffickers and recogaiwictims.
Even though the TVPA of 2000, TVPRA of 2008, andt&tlaws exist, it is clear that sex traffickingstsl
prevalent worldwide and more preventative and reacheasures are needed at the micro, mezzo, ac ma
levels in different areas of social work.

In the United States, there is an inconsistencyéen the federal government and State policies. U.S
Senator Richard Durbin, who is chairman of the &&ate’s Subcommittee on Human Rights and the Law,
said, “The Federal Government views prostituteddebn as victims, yet most states treat them amicails.

“If State laws treated child prostitution more likeman trafficking, then social service agenciedatplay a
more important role” (U.S. Senate, 2010, p. 2)k&ihor and Omrod (2004) found that 229 of the child
prostitution arrests at the State level treatetticdm as offenders of prostitution instead of wietiof human
trafficking. It is essential for states to treattan trafficking survivors as such so they can recéie social
services they deserve. As sex trafficking surviytiey deserve refuge and aid to gain safety aatullisy in
their lives. Victims of sex trafficking should nte seen as prostitutes and criminals, regardlesteof
circumstances, which enslaved them. It is imporfantsocial workers to advocate for these changes i
policy, to make the federal and State laws congruen

Although policies make legal changes and contrehaps, social work practitioners have the poweshiange
their own biases about survivors by learning atsmx trafficking, thus reducing the associated $mtigma.
More training is needed in the social services demnts at the undergraduate and graduate levelsito
professionals about the issues surrounding sefickafy. Practitioners need to understand how tovjte
effective treatment for survivors of severe trauB@acial work graduate programs are increasinglyigiog
less training to practitioners surrounding theseés. For example, California State University,r&aento, did
not offer the graduating class of 2012 specifissts working with clients who have experienced aexauma.
Not only should classes be required for graduatfmofessors should incorporate strategies to woitk w
survivors of sexual trauma into every class cutdiou Without training, practitioners may be ill égped to
work with sex trafficking survivors and can harnstiad of help them. Every graduating MSW needseto b
aware of the evidenced-based practices used tosegrarafficking survivors.

Public education within elementary, junior highdamgh schools also need to include education abext
trafficking into their school curriculum. This pegjt shows that traffickers are now recruiting minthrough
the Internet (25%). Therefore, even neighborhobds are considered to be “safe” are not exempt fsem
trafficking. It is important to have social networly safety training to teach children how to nategéhe
Internet safely. For example, in the case of Un@¢ates vs. Deonte Santos, the defendant recraifegtiyear-
old victim online in Elk Grove, California to becema prostitute in Sacramento. By using the Internet
traffickers can recruit victims in the safety oéthown homes, even when parents are present.

This secondary data analysis shows that sex tkafficdoes not only occur among immigrants—it alapgens
among our nation’s own citizens who may be moréadilt to identify. Victims of sex trafficking araot likely

to disclose their involvement in prostitution toopiders, especially law enforcement, due to thein cense of
shame and fear of the response from their traffckeloyd, 2000). The power of the trafficker's ¢lats of
abuse encourages survivors to protect their perjoetat all costs (Lloyd, 2000). Because of thigg public
would also benefit from more awareness educaticsegftrafficking. Law enforcement officials are @adtvays

the first to encounter victims of trafficking, tledore, neighbors, customers, and citizens shoulédgpped
with the knowledge to identify victims and aid therather than placing the burden solely on law sx&@ment
and other service agencies.

Public awareness can be raised for adults throgighision, radio announcements, and community aves®
events. For example, Sacramento holds an annuaamurafficking march, coordinated by local non-ftrof
agencies, to provide information to citizens abowtnan trafficking. On a national level, celebriten also
use their power to advocate for human traffickimgugeness, like George Clooney did when he co-prediac
documentary about child sexual exploitation titfflayground” (The Nest Foundation, 2010). President
Barack Obama also brought attention to the causdesiaring January 2010 National Slavery and Human
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Trafficking Prevention Month.

According to Logan, Walker, and Hunt (2009), thare fewer resources and services for human traffick
victims than for victims of any other crime. Amotige resources that do exist, there is most oftéachk of
understanding of human trafficking crimes as wslllavs such as the TVPRA of 2008 among social servi
staff. This makes it difficult for victims to aceeshe help they need. In order to address thisl@mybthere
needs to be more service agencies that specializex trafficking, especially residential care lities for
women and children who have just escaped fromicdkaffs. Logan et al. (2009) also stresses the need
coordinate trainings across service agencies. Wwhidd encourage agencies and organizations tolgldafine
their role and would thus reduce duplication irog and funding, as well as increase opportunitesharing
valuable information (Logan et al., 2009). Eventimis who escape sex trafficking are not offeredcadée
social services and mental health programs bec¢aageare limited.

In order to decrease the rate of sex traffickingufe research should focus on understanding tidic{si
awareness of this issue in the United States. $srsieould be distributed in the United States ofeotto fully
understand gaps in individual knowledge. Althougd Trafficking in Persons Report of 2010 indicatteat this
process has been started, specific research taggettmen and children is incomplete. This informatcan
help determine which areas need more educationdiegasex trafficking, which will help individuals the
general population be able to identify and helfitleing victims. More information is also needed t
understand what happens to sex trafficking surg\adter they escape trafficking. Needs assessmsbotdd be
done throughout the country to gain a broader wtdeding of what services and programs are beifeyeaf
and what is still needed.

Social Work Implications

As explained in the recommendations section, seetakers play a vital role in helping provide sees to
survivors of sex trafficking. Social workers need frovide sex trafficking survivors with mental hba
counseling, legal assistance, crisis interventaong assistance with housing, food, and medical icaesery
community. Because survivors may have been smugggenss country borders, it is important that docia
workers thoroughly understand the issues of cultwiéte privilege, oppression, and power that mégch
survivors. Without treatment and advocacy, sungvmay not understand their legal rights and feamirath

of their traffickers. This could lead survivors teturn to their traffickers, only perpetuating tbgcle of
violence.

Treatment should also be provided to the perpetaibsex trafficking. Social workers employed inspns
working with perpetrators have the opportunity tooyide traffickers with in-depth assessment and
psychotherapy. Social workers should be educateleirevidenced-based treatment provided for pexfoes
especially those diagnosed with Anti-Social PerBgn®isorder, helping traffickers connect theirckaof
feelings with their behavior. Without treatmentx seffickers are likely to return to trafficking.

Sex trafficking is a worldwide epidemic affectingegy country, city, and neighborhood. This projsiabws
that more research is needed in the preventioneaxtion aspects of sex trafficking. Social workmexsst take
an active leadership role in sex trafficking intmtion by educating individuals and communities)diecting
research, and advocating for policy changes toedser the rate of sex trafficking. This can help #rel
dehumanization of modern slavery.
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