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Abstract 
This paper presents a detailed phonological description of the Onge language, spoken by the Negrito people of 
Little Andaman Island, based on the linguistic data compiled by Pranab Ganguly in his 1966 work, "Vocabulary 
of the Negritos of Little Andaman with Grammatical Notes and Materials." The study systematically outlines the 
tentative phoneme inventory of Onge, distinguishing between its consonant and vowel systems, and discusses 
observed phonological processes such as morphophonemic changes and vowel elision. Furthermore, it explores 
the intricate interface between Onge's phonology and its agglutinating grammatical structures, particularly in 
relation to prefixation, suffixation, and verb morphology, illustrating how these grammatical features manifest 
phonologically. While acknowledging the inherent limitations of the available data, this paper highlights the 
unique linguistic characteristics of Onge and underscores the critical urgency for further comprehensive 
documentation and research, given the language's highly endangered status and its uncertain linguistic 
classification. 
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1. Introduction 

The Onge language is the linguistic heritage of the indigenous Negrito people residing on Little Andaman Island, 
the southernmost island of the Andaman Archipelago. These people refer to themselves as 'ëne', a term that 
translates to 'man', reflecting a fundamental aspect of their self-identity. Little Andaman, an island of 
approximately 290 square miles, is characterized by its dense tropical forests and surrounding coral reefs, 
presenting significant challenges for external access and prolonged study. Historically, a segment of the Onge 
tribe also inhabited Rutland Island, located north of Duncan Passage. However, this group has long since 
vanished, leaving Little Andaman as the sole remaining territory for the Onge community. The current 
demographic reality for the Onge is stark: their total population is recorded as less than 200 individuals. This 
dwindling number paints a grim picture for the survival of their language, which, like other indigenous 
languages facing similar pressures, is rapidly approaching extinction. 

The documentation of the Onge language has been a challenging endeavor due to the geographical isolation of 
Little Andaman and the nomadic lifestyle of its inhabitants, who traditionally subsist as hunters and food 
collectors. Early attempts at linguistic study include the work of Radcliffe-Brown (1914, 1948), whose 
experiences underscored the immense difficulty of learning an unfamiliar language without the aid of an 
interpreter, a situation frequently encountered in Onge fieldwork. More recent contributions to Onge linguistics 
include the phonemic analysis by R. C. Nigam (1964). The present paper draws its primary linguistic data from 
Pranab Ganguly’s (1966) "Vocabulary of the Negritos of Little Andaman with Grammatical Notes and 
Materials," a valuable compilation that, despite its acknowledged limitations, offers crucial insights into the 
language’s structure. 

The tribal languages of the Andaman Islands, including Onge, present a unique challenge to linguistic 
classification. They have, to date, shown no demonstrable genetic affinities with any known linguistic family, 
suggesting they may represent an independent language family or isolates. This lack of external connections 
further emphasizes the importance of internal documentation and analysis. Typologically, Onge is characterized 
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as an agglutinating language, a feature it shares with other Andamanese languages. This means that words are 
typically formed by adding multiple morphemes (prefixes, suffixes) to a root, each morpheme expressing a 
single grammatical meaning. Furthermore, preliminary observations suggest a closer lexical and grammatical 
affinity between Onge and Jarawa, another Andamanese language, compared to other languages spoken in Great 
Andaman. This paper aims to provide a focused phonological description of Onge, based on the data available in 
Ganguly’s work, thereby contributing to the limited body of published material on this critically endangered 
language. 

2. Methodology and Data Limitations 

The linguistic data underpinning this phonological description is derived from Pranab Ganguly's (1966) 
"Vocabulary of the Negritos of Little Andaman with Grammatical Notes and Materials." Ganguly's fieldwork, 
conducted over several prolonged tours between 1953 and 1957, involved direct interaction with Onge 
informants without the assistance of interpreters. This monolingual approach, while demonstrating remarkable 
dedication, inherently presented significant challenges. As Ganguly himself notes, "Only one, who has attempted 
to learn an unfamiliar language without the aid of an interpreter, can appreciate the difficulty of such a task." His 
chief informants included entombene of entije communal hut, cendubai of lulera communal hut, and dañiai (alias 
okeji) of tokoebue communal hut. To mitigate potential errors arising from the monolingual context, the 
linguistic data was rigorously checked and rechecked through as many informants as possible. 

Despite these diligent efforts, Ganguly candidly acknowledges the deficiencies of the study, stating that it is 
"based on insufficient data" and "deficient in many respects." The acquisition of complete grammatical 
paradigms and extensive text material proved difficult, a challenge exacerbated by the absence of interpreters 
who could facilitate communication through an intermediate language. This limitation means that some of the 
grammatical statements presented in the source material are tentative and uncertain. 

For the purpose of this phonological description, these data limitations are crucial to acknowledge. While 
Ganguly provides a "tentative phonemes" list, he explicitly defers to Nigam (1964) for the detailed description of 
allophones and their distribution, stating that they "need not be entered upon here." Consequently, this paper's 
phonological analysis is restricted to the phonemic inventory as presented and the phonological processes 
explicitly mentioned or clearly inferable from the provided grammatical examples. It cannot offer a 
comprehensive allophonic analysis, nor can it definitively establish phonological rules that are not directly stated 
or exemplified in the text. The vocabulary of approximately a thousand entries and the culled sentences, while 
valuable, do not constitute the extensive text corpus typically required for a thorough phonological investigation, 
particularly concerning less frequent sound combinations or subtle phonetic variations. Therefore, this 
description represents a foundational understanding of Onge phonology based on the available, albeit limited, 
primary source. 

3. Phonemic Inventory of Onge 

The phonological system of Onge, as delineated in Ganguly's (1966) work, comprises a set of consonant and 
vowel phonemes. This inventory, initially analyzed by Nigam (1964), provides the building blocks of Onge 
speech. 

3.1. Consonants 

The consonant phonemes are categorized by their place and manner of articulation, reflecting the articulatory 
gestures involved in their production. 

3.1.1. Stops 

Stops (or plosives) are consonants produced by completely stopping the airflow in the vocal tract and then 
releasing it suddenly. 

1. Bilabial: The lips are used to create the obstruction. Onge features one voiced bilabial stop: 
a. /b/ (as in bennane 'sky') 
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2. Alveolar: The tongue tip or blade makes contact with the alveolar ridge (the ridge behind the upper 
teeth). Onge has both unvoiced and voiced alveolar stops: 

a. /t/ (as in totannane 'earth; soil') 
b. /d/ (as in dabe-komimmele 'moon') The text notes a significant observation regarding these 

alveolar stops: the alveolar flap /r/ is found to occur in the place of /d/ in certain morphemes in 
the speech of some speakers. This suggests a potential allophonic relationship or a 
morphophonemic rule where /d/ can be realized as /r/ under specific conditions or in certain 
dialects. 

3. Velar: The back of the tongue makes contact with the velum (soft palate). Onge includes both unvoiced 
and voiced velar stops: 

a. /k/ (as in kue 'pig') 
b. /g/ (as in gea 'land') 

4. Glottal: Produced by obstructing airflow at the glottis (vocal folds). While listed, the specific symbol 
for the glottal stop is not explicitly provided in the phoneme table. 

3.1.2. Affricates 

Affricates are complex consonants that begin as a stop and release as a fricative (a sound produced by partially 
obstructing airflow, creating turbulence). 

1. Palatal: Produced by obstructing airflow at the hard palate. Onge has both unvoiced and voiced palatal 
affricates: 

a. /C/ (symbol used in the source, likely representing /tʃ/ as in 'church' or similar, e.g., cileme 
'moon') 

b. /j/ (symbol used in the source, likely representing /dʒ/ as in 'judge' or similar, e.g., ejale 'face') 

3.1.3. Nasals 

Nasals are consonants produced by completely obstructing airflow in the oral cavity while allowing air to escape 
through the nose. 

1. Bilabial: 
a. /m/ (as in mi 'I') 

2. Alveolar: 
a. /n/ (as in ni 'you') 

3. Palatal: A palatal nasal is listed, but its specific symbol is not provided in the table. 
4. Velar: 

a. /ŋ/ (represented as η in the source, as in toŋki 'night') 

3.1.4. Flap 

A flap is a consonant produced by a single, rapid contact between two articulators. 

I. Alveolar: 
i. /r/ (as in narelane 'turtle'). As noted above, this phoneme exhibits an interesting relationship 

with the alveolar stop /d/. 

3.1.5. Lateral 

A lateral consonant is produced by obstructing airflow in the center of the vocal tract, while allowing air to flow 
around the sides of the tongue. 
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I. Alveolar: An alveolar lateral is listed, but its specific symbol is not provided in the table. 

3.2. Vowels 

The vowel phonemes of Onge are described based on the position of the tongue in the oral cavity (height and 
frontness/backness) and lip rounding. 

I. High: The tongue is raised high in the mouth. 

i. /i/ (Front, Unrounded, as in ine 'water') 

II. Higher-mid: The tongue is positioned between high and mid. 

i. /e/ (Front, Unrounded, as in eke 'sun') 
ii. /o/ (Back, Rounded, as in tonkulu 'sun') 

III. Lower-mid: The tongue is positioned between mid and low. 

i. /ɛ/ (represented as E in the source, Front, Unrounded, as in mareɛle 'coconut') 

IV. Low: The tongue is lowered in the mouth. 

i. /a/ (Central, Unrounded, as in agane 'sand') 

3.3. Semivowels 

Semivowels, also known as glides, are vowel-like sounds that function as consonants. 

I. /w/ (as in we 'clay') 
II. /y/ (as in këyekëye 'star') 

The phoneme inventory, while presented as "tentative," provides a foundational understanding of the sounds that 
constitute the Onge language. The presence of specific sounds like the velar nasal /ŋ/ and the palatal affricates 
/C/ and /j/ contribute to the unique phonetic character of Onge. The observed variation between /d/ and /r/ also 
points to dynamic phonological processes at play within the language. 

4. Phonological Processes 

Onge exhibits several recurrent phonological processes, primarily morphophonemic changes and vowel elision, 
which significantly impact the surface forms of words. These processes highlight the dynamic interplay between 
the phonological and morphological components of the language. 

4.1. Morphophonemic Changes 

The source material explicitly states that "Morphophonemic changes, specially phonological reductions, are very 
frequent." This indicates that the combination of morphemes (the smallest meaningful units of language) often 
results in systematic sound alterations at their boundaries, leading to forms that are phonologically reduced or 
modified from their underlying representations. While the document does not provide an exhaustive list of these 
rules, it offers clear examples, particularly in the context of pronominal prefixation. 

A prominent example of phonologically conditioned allomorphy is observed with the pronominal prefixes ot- 
and et-, which function as first person plural possessors. 
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I. ot- occurs specifically before stems that begin with the vowels /o/ or /ɔ/. For instance, ototicule means 
'our heads', and otɔybbole means 'napes of our necks'. In these cases, the prefix harmonizes with the 
initial vowel of the stem. 

II. et- is used before all other stems, i.e., those not beginning with /o/ or /ɔ/. Examples include etejalle 'our 
faces' and etulle 'our feet'. 

A parallel pattern is seen with the third person plural prefixes ok- and ek-: 

I. ok- occurs before stems beginning with /o/ or /ɔ/, as in okoticule 'their heads' and okɔybbole 'napes of 
their necks'. 

II. ek- occurs before stems beginning with /u/, such as ekulle 'their feet'. 
III. ekw- occurs before other stems, for example, ekwejalle 'their faces' and ekwangunle 'their lips'. 

Interestingly, the document notes dialectal variation in these rules: "It should be mentioned here that some Onges 
do not use ot- but put et- before all the stems. Similarly they use ek instead of ok-." This suggests a 
simplification of the phonological conditioning in certain speech communities, where a single allomorph is 
generalized across different stem types, reducing the complexity of the morphophonemic rules. 

Another set of allomorphs, on- and ën-, representing the indefinite third person prefix (meaning 'human'), also 
exhibit phonologically conditioned distribution in the same manner as ot- and et-. This prefix, derived from ëne 
'man', indicates possession by a human being or beings. The forms of the stem ejale 'face' with various prefixes 
demonstrate these changes: 

I. mejale 'my face' 
II. etejalle 'our faces' 

III. gejale 'your face' 
IV. nejalle 'your faces' 
V. gejale 'his/her/its face' 

VI. ekwejalle 'their faces' 
VII. ënejale 'human face' 

VIII. ënejalle 'human faces' 

These examples clearly illustrate how the initial sound of the stem dictates the form of the preceding pronominal 
prefix, a classic case of morphophonemic alternation driven by phonological environment. 

4.2. Vowel Elision 

Vowel elision, the omission of a vowel sound, is a frequent phonological reduction process in Onge, particularly 
at morpheme boundaries. This process contributes to the conciseness of words and the fluidity of speech. 

One prominent instance of vowel elision occurs when articles or number suffixes combine with noun stems. The 
document states, "In such combinations, the vowel of the article or number suffix is elided." For example, when 
the dependent noun-stem -oticu 'head' combines with a possessor, the vowel of the article is elided: 

I. uemegoticu 'the dog's head' is formed from ueme 'dog' + -gi (article) + -oticu 'head'. Here, the i of -gi is 
elided. 

II. kueroticu 'a pig's head' is formed from kue 'pig' + -ra (singular suffix) + -oticu 'head'. The vowel of -ra 
is elided. 

Similarly, in possessive formations involving independent nouns, if the possessor takes the suffix -a after the 
definite article -gi~-i, the vowel i of the article is "invariably elided." An example is ënega kwelabo 'the Onge's 
cloth', which is composed of ëne 'Onge' + -gi (article) + -a (possessive suffix) + kwelabo 'cloth'. The i of the 
article -gi is elided in this construction. 
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Vowel elision also affects personal pronouns when they function as objects or possessors and take the suffix -a. 
In these combinations, "the vowel i of the personal pronouns is elided." 

I. ma 'my, me' is derived from mi 'I' + -a. 
II. eta 'our, us' is derived from eti 'we' + -a. 

III. na 'your (sg.)' is derived from ni 'you (sg.)' + -a. 
IV. na 'your (pl.)' is derived from ni 'you (pl.)' + -a. 
V. ga 'his, him, her, its' is derived from gi 'he, she, it' + -a. 

VI. ekwa 'their, them' is derived from ekwi 'they' + -a. 

These widespread instances of vowel elision demonstrate a systematic phonological rule that simplifies vowel 
sequences at morpheme boundaries, contributing to the overall phonological rhythm and structure of Onge 
words. The frequency of such reductions underscores the dynamic nature of Onge phonology, where sounds are 
not static but undergo transformations depending on their context within words and phrases. 

5. Phonology-Grammar Interface 

The phonology of Onge is deeply intertwined with its grammatical structure, particularly evident in its 
agglutinating nature where multiple morphemes are affixed to stems. These morphological processes often 
trigger or are constrained by phonological rules, leading to complex word forms. 

5.1. Stem Classes and their Phonological Implications 

Onge distinguishes between dependent and independent stems, a classification with direct phonological 
consequences. 

A. Dependent stems are those that cannot stand alone as free forms and require a prefixed noun or 
pronoun. Phonologically, these stems predominantly have vowels in their initial position. They typically 
include names of body parts (e.g., -ejebo 'eye'), parts of a whole, certain kinship terms, intimate 
possessions, and some verbs and attributes. The obligatory prefixation means that these stems are 
almost always encountered in a phonological environment where they are preceded by another 
morpheme, influencing potential co-articulation or boundary phenomena. 

B. Independent stems, conversely, do not require such prefixes and can initiate with either a vowel or a 
consonant. Their phonological form is less constrained by obligatory preceding elements. 

The interaction between dependent verb stems and their subjects or objects often results in "considerable" formal 
changes, indicating significant morphophonemic processes. For example, the verb -ite 'bite (by snake)' undergoes 
transformations depending on the object: 

1. Koonegi gitebe ('the snake bit him'): <g-> (3rd sg. prefix) + -ite 'bite' + -be (completive suffix). Here, 
the prefix g- directly attaches to the verb stem. 

2. Koonegi gotebe ('the snake bit his head'): <goticu> ('his head') + -itebe ('bit'). This example shows a 
more complex interaction where the object noun itself (which is a dependent noun oticu with a prefix g-
) appears to be incorporated or heavily influences the verb form. 

3. Koonegi gabettebe ('the snake bit his chest'): <gabe> ('his chest') + -itebe ('bit'). 
4. Koonegi gibittebe ('the snake bit his arm'): <gibile> ('his arm') + -itebe ('bit'). 
5. Koonegi gontebe ('the snake bit his hand'): <gome> ('his hand') + -itebe ('bit'). 
6. Koonegi guttebe ('the snake bit his foot'): <guge> ('his foot') + -itebe ('bit'). 

These examples demonstrate that the phonological shape of the verb form is not simply the stem plus a generic 
object prefix, but rather involves complex interactions, possibly including incorporation of the object noun or 
specific allomorphs of the verb stem conditioned by the object. This highlights the deep integration of phonology 
and morphology in Onge. 
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5.2. Prefixation and its Phonological Conditioning 

As discussed in the phonological processes section, pronominal prefixation is a crucial aspect of Onge 
morphology for dependent stems. The choice of prefix allomorphs (e.g., ot-/et-, ok-/ek-, on-/ën-) is 
phonologically conditioned by the initial vowel of the stem. This systematic variation ensures phonological 
harmony or ease of articulation at morpheme boundaries. The prefixes themselves (m-, et-, ot-, ŋ-, n-, g-, ek-, ok-
, ekw-, en-, on-) contribute to the initial syllable structure of dependent words, often forming a consonant-vowel 
(CV) or vowel-consonant (VC) syllable before the stem. 

5.3. Suffixation and Agglutination 

Suffixation is a pervasive feature of Onge grammar, contributing significantly to its agglutinating typology. 
Multiple suffixes can be appended to a single stem, each adding specific grammatical information, thereby 
increasing the phonological length and complexity of words. 

5.3.1. Number Suffixes for Nouns 

Onge distinguishes singular, dual, and plural numbers for nouns, marked by distinct suffixes: 

1. Singular: -da or -ra (e.g., inenda 'foreigner', kuera 'pig'). A few nouns take -di or -ri (e.g., debaddi 
'daughter', aleri 'child'). 

2. Dual: -dena or -rena (e.g., inendena, kuerena). These are analyzed as the singular suffix (-da or -ra) plus 
ina 'two', demonstrating a transparent morphological composition. A few nouns take -deni or -reni (e.g., 
debaddeni, alereni). 

3. Plural: -le (e.g., inenle, kuele). A few nouns take -ni (e.g., debayenni, alenni). 

The attachment of these suffixes systematically extends the phonological length of the noun, creating 
polysyllabic words (e.g., inene (3 syllables) -> inendena (4 syllables)). While not explicitly stated, the choice 
between -da/-ra or -di/-ri might be phonologically or morphologically conditioned, similar to the article 
allomorphs. 

5.3.2. Articles and Syntactic Suffixes 

The definite articles -gi and -i are suffixed to nouns. Their distribution is stated as not being phonologically or 
morphologically defined by the available data, suggesting either free variation or conditioning factors not 
apparent in the provided examples. Syntactic relationships are primarily indicated by suffixes -a and -e. 

1. -a marks possession, instrument, and location. When attached to independent nouns that are possessed, 
it often follows the article, leading to vowel elision (e.g., ënega kwelabo from ëne + -gi + -a + 
kwelabo). This elision is a phonological rule that simplifies the sequence of vowels at the morpheme 
boundary. 

2. -e also serves as a locative or instrumental suffix, with a subtle difference in meaning (e.g., icelege 
'through the path' vs. davnege 'by means of the canoe'). The attachment of these suffixes adds another 
syllable or phonological segment to the noun. 

5.3.3. Temporal Suffixes 

Temporal suffixes -ta (past time) and -ba (future time) are affixed to nouns indicating periods or time. Examples 
include ekueta 'in today (past)' and ekueba 'in today (future)'; toŋkita 'yesterday' and tɔŋkiba 'at night (future)'. 
These suffixes add a syllable to the base noun, marking temporal distinctions phonologically. 
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5.3.4. Complex Verb Morphology 

Onge verbs exhibit a highly agglutinating structure, often comprising numerous components affixed to the verb 
stem. A full verb form can include: 

1. Prefixed noun or pronoun: Required for dependent verb stems, indicating subject or object. 
2. Verb-stem: The core lexical item. 
3. Direction/location indicating suffix: E.g., -ji, -ke, -te, -ne. These suffixes not only specify direction 

but can also indicate active/passive voice (e.g., itolate 'break' (active) vs. itolake 'be broken' (passive)). 
4. Number suffix: Required for some verb stems when the subject is plural (e.g., otolagellebe 'we danced' 

vs. nolagebe 'I danced') or to indicate repeated action (e.g., ni miekwellebe 'you beat me repeatedly'). 
5. Suffix indicating tense and aspect (and sometimes mode): 

I. -be: Completive aspect, generally indicating past time (e.g., ni eñibe 'you laughed'). 
II. -a: Present continuous tense or immediate future (e.g., nieñia 'you are laughing', mi eñua 'I 

shall defecate (just now)'). 
III. -nene: Future time and imperative mode (e.g., inkënene 'go away (command)', mi iŋkënene 'I 

shall go'). 
IV. -kaka: Subsequent or distant future time (e.g., mi omokakaka 'I shall sleep'). 
V. -ba: Indefinite future time (e.g., eti kue taoeba 'we shall eat pig'). 

VI. -mba-ba: Conditional or non-finite conjunctive suffix (e.g., tɔŋkilemba 'when night comes'). 

6. Indicative or interrogative suffix: These are the final suffixes in a verb form. 

I. Indicative: -gi and -ge. 
II. Interrogative: -ki and -ke. The document notes that -gi and -ki occur in past tense formations, 

while -ge and -ke occur in present and future tense formations, though this observation is 
tentative due to limited data. 

A striking example of this agglutination is ekwakobeletellebegi 'they came running', which breaks down as: 

 ekw- (third person plural prefix) 

 akobela (verb stem 'run') 

 -te (direction indicating suffix) 

 -le (plural suffix) 

 -be (completive aspect suffix) 

 -gi (indicative suffix) 

This single word encapsulates multiple grammatical meanings through the sequential addition of morphemes, 
resulting in a phonologically long and information-dense unit. The concatenation of these suffixes creates 
complex syllable structures and places demands on articulatory precision, while also providing a rich source of 
data for understanding Onge's phonotactics (the rules governing permissible sound sequences). 

5.4. Word Order and Prosody 

While the document provides limited information on prosody (stress, intonation, tone), it does outline the "usual 
word-order in statements, commands and questions" as: introductory word or phrase indicating time or location 
+ subject + indirect object + direct object + verb. This fixed word order, combined with the agglutinating nature 
of words, would likely contribute to a predictable prosodic contour, where the main stress might fall on the verb 
or on specific affixes that carry prominent information. However, without explicit data on stress placement or 
intonation patterns, any conclusions on Onge prosody remain speculative. 
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6. Sociolinguistic Context and Language Endangerment 

The sociolinguistic context of the Onge language is one of extreme vulnerability. The introduction to Ganguly's 
(1966) paper starkly highlights this reality: "The total number of the present-day Onges is less than 200. They 
are dwindling in number and there can be little doubt that like the friendly Andamanese tribes of Great 
Andaman, the Onge are doomed to extinction." This pronouncement, made over half a century ago, underscores 
a continuing crisis for the language. 

The dwindling population directly correlates with a rapid decline in the number of active speakers, making Onge 
a critically endangered language. When a language is spoken by such a small and isolated community, it faces 
immense pressure from external linguistic influences (if any contact occurs) and, more critically, from the loss of 
intergenerational transmission. The challenges of fieldwork, including the difficult terrain and the nomadic 
lifestyle of the Onge, further complicate efforts to document and revitalize the language. The lack of interpreters, 
as experienced by early researchers, means that the language is largely inaccessible to outsiders without 
significant, prolonged immersion. 

The loss of the Onge language would represent an irreplaceable loss of linguistic diversity and cultural heritage. 
Each language embodies a unique way of perceiving and categorizing the world, reflecting centuries of 
accumulated knowledge, traditions, and social structures. For Onge, which has no demonstrable affinities with 
any known linguistic family, its extinction would mean the permanent loss of a potentially unique branch of 
human language. The "acute dearth of basic material on Onge language in the published literature," as noted by 
Ganguly, makes every piece of documentation, no matter how "insufficient," profoundly valuable. It serves as a 
crucial record for future generations of linguists, anthropologists, and the Onge people themselves, should 
revitalization efforts ever become possible. The urgency of comprehensive linguistic documentation cannot be 
overstated in this context. 

7. Conclusion and Future Research 

This paper has presented a phonological description of the Onge language of Little Andaman, drawing 
exclusively from the data provided in Pranab Ganguly's (1966) "Vocabulary of the Negritos of Little Andaman 
with Grammatical Notes and Materials." The analysis has outlined the tentative phoneme inventory, comprising 
a set of consonants (stops, affricates, nasals, a flap, and a lateral) and vowels (high, higher-mid, lower-mid, and 
low), along with semivowels. Key phonological processes, such as phonologically conditioned morphophonemic 
changes in pronominal prefixes and widespread vowel elision at morpheme boundaries, have been discussed, 
illustrating the dynamic nature of Onge's sound system. 

The intricate relationship between Onge's phonology and its agglutinating grammatical structure has been a 
central focus. The paper has demonstrated how stem classifications, obligatory prefixation for dependent stems, 
and the extensive use of suffixes for number, syntactic relationships, temporal distinctions, and complex verbal 
categories all contribute to the phonological shape and length of Onge words. The systematic nature of these 
morphological additions, coupled with phonological adjustments like vowel elision, creates a highly structured 
and information-dense linguistic system. 

Despite the valuable insights gained from Ganguly's work, the inherent limitations of the available data 
underscore the need for further, more extensive linguistic research. To advance our understanding of Onge 
phonology, several key areas require comprehensive investigation: 

1. Detailed Allophonic Analysis: Building upon Nigam's (1964) work, a thorough study of allophones 
and their precise distributional rules is essential to fully characterize the phonetic realization of Onge 
phonemes, including the observed alternation between /d/ and /r/. 

2. Comprehensive Morphophonemic Rules: A more exhaustive analysis of all morphophonemic 
changes, beyond the pronominal prefixes, is needed to map the transformations that occur at morpheme 
boundaries across the entire lexicon and grammatical paradigms. 

3. Phonotactics and Syllable Structure: A detailed study of permissible sound sequences (phonotactics) 
and syllable structures would provide a deeper understanding of the constraints on sound combinations 
in Onge, especially given the agglutinating nature of the language. 
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4. Suprasegmental Features: Research into prosodic elements such as stress, intonation, and potential 
lexical tone (if present) is crucial for a complete phonological description, as these features play a 
significant role in meaning and natural speech. 

5. Extensive Text Material: The collection of a larger corpus of natural speech and text material is 
paramount. This would allow for the observation of less frequent phonological phenomena, the 
validation of existing rules, and a more robust analysis of the language in its natural communicative 
context. 

6. Comparative Phonology: Further comparative studies with Jarawa and other Andamanese languages, 
focusing on shared phonological features and historical sound changes, could help to clarify the genetic 
relationships and broader linguistic landscape of the Andaman Islands. 

In conclusion, the Onge language represents a unique and critically endangered linguistic isolate. While existing 
documentation provides a valuable foundation, the urgency of its situation demands intensified efforts for 
comprehensive phonological, morphological, and syntactic analysis. Such research is not only vital for linguistic 
science but also for the preservation of a precious and rapidly vanishing part of humanity's linguistic diversity. 

References 

1. Ganguly, Pranab. 1966. "Vocabulary of the Negritos of Little Andaman with Grammatical Notes and 
Materials." Bulletin of the Anthropological Survey of India, Vol. XV, Nos. 1-4, pp. 1-30. 

2. Nigam, R. C. 1964. Report on Field Investigations: "Onge Speech." Anthropological Survey of India. 
3. Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. 1914. "Notes on the Languages of the Andaman Islands." Anthropos, Vol. 9, 

pp. 36-52. 
4. Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. 1948. The Andaman Islanders. Illinois. 

 

 


