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Abstract

This study was conducted to determine the deigjicassions used by President Benigno Aquino lili®gy in
the necrological service rendered among the falleISAF troopers who died heroically in saving toertry,
Philippines. Specifically, this was geared towadésermining how President Benigno S. Aquino 11l idgpd
persons, time, space and social relationshipserdé#ictic field of the English translation of hislegy, hence,
identify what meaning and effect are shaped andeysd by the President’s use of deictic expressioribe
speech to condole the bereaved families of theeRal¥h.The study made use of stylistic analysis whias
utilized to determine the condoling meaning of eadictic expression used by the president. Guidgd b
Fillmore (1997) and Al Azzawi (2011), categoriesd#ictic expressions were delineated to specifictions
they all convey. The results revealed that withgh&le of the framework anchored on Hank’s (200&)am of
deictic field and Buhler’s (1934) notions on deiatientre or origo, the paper found that PNoy extehsand
strategically made use of referring expressionsrdfer to set up the deictic field in a way thatcheld serve his
purpose of delivering the eulogy. PNoy’s extensind strategic use of personal, temporal and $petthsocial
deictic expressions very effectively sets up thietaefield so that, in terms of the persons, tipkace and social
relationships involved and referred to, the berdéxiépino people would be able to understand tiamd of the
government as regards the issue and be able t@dgistice among the Fallen troopers and judgePtiasident
and his government as one in this quest for trlithrough this, PNoy was able to dichotomize not damg
different kinds of persons, two different periodstime, but also two different relationships withet Filipino
people and himself and the government in a morarsdged and privileged light.
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INTRODUCTION

Political speeches by various political actors andifferent contexts have been widely investigatedarious
linguistic fields. The literature on political spdees is rich on studies that draw on traditionsmfro
sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, critical disse analysis, and semantics and pragmatics. Heomle of
analysis from these linguistic traditions have bea&tensively utilized, not to mention the rich ree they
have accounted for in understanding the dynami¢angfuage in political speeches (Quinto, 2013).

On January 30, 2015 His Excellency took one ofgnesatest roles as the President of the Philippines
when he addressed his eulogized speech deliver€hrap Bagong Diwa, Taguig City as an accolade ¢o th
fallen PNP-SAF troopers who served the country eateihe expense of their lives; a solid feat ofarady and
nationalism. The speech was later translated imgli€h and published in the Official Gazette (Aqui2015).
This paper analyzes the English translation ofRhesident’s address retrieved from the Official &gz This
paper is guided by the following objectives:

1. To determine how President Benigno S. Aquirlopbsitioned persons, time, space and social
relationships in the deictic field of the Englishrtslation of his Eulogy.

2. To identify what meaning and effect are shaped conveyed by the President's use of deictic
expressions in the speech to condole the bereaweitids of the Fallen 44.

METHOD OF ANALYSIS
Deictic expressions in the TL can be viewed in $hene terms. As Al Azzawi (2011) contends that Ehgli
deictic expressions include, among others, ‘I’ ihothere’, and ‘that’. In the SL, person deixisroes in three
categories: first person deixis, second personiglaixd third person deixis, e.g. ako, ikaw and,sigapectively.
This property of person deixis in the SL matcheg tf the TL in that there are also three categaoieperson
deixis in English, e.g. ‘I, ‘you’ and ‘s/he’. Furér, it is also to be noted that in both the SL tr&TL, person
deixis is generally accomplished using pronouns.

One potential difficulty in the analysis of dasathe nature of place or spatial deixis in the 8d &L.
Al Azzawi (2011) explains that most languages eitfd@liwo-way referential distinction between proginfnear
or closer to the speaker) and distal (far fromgbeaker or closer to the addressee). In the T4 jshéxemplified
with such pairs as ‘here’ and ‘there’ and ‘thisdathat’. In the SL, however, referential distirarti of place is
three-way: proximal (near the speaker), medial (k@ addressee) and distal (far from both), eitg, diyan
and doon, respectively. This difference in placxidecan cause potential difficulties in interpragithe data.
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However, an initial survey of place deixis in thgesch suggests that the President did not makefusech
place deictic expressions. Therefore, place deigis analyzed not in terms of the referential désitim but in
terms of what Fillmore (1997) claims as an unde@dtplace deictic term. This is explicated in detailthe
results section of this paper.

This study analyzes deictic expressions followingpp-down approach. It initially breaks down the
broad grammatical category of deixis into smalktegories provided by Fillmore (1997) and then eramthe
paper based on these categories.

The first three categories of deixis come from whiimore (1997) calls the ‘major grammaticalized
types’ of deixis: person, place and time. The fowmtd last category is social deixis as informedA\bpjzzawi
(2011).

The first category is person deixis. Person deiriscerns the grammatical persons involved in Jerba
language, including those directly involved, notedtly involved and those mentioned in the expossin
English, person deixis is generally accomplisheduph the use of personal pronouns. The analygmbdy
carefully inspecting the kinds of personal pronasad by the President in his speech.

The analysis of person deixis is carried out ip tevels: paragraph and full text levels. This teel
analysis provides a mechanism to examine how d@ament — speaker, addressee and others —cHaoiges
one paragraph to another and how role assignmeedliized overall in the speech. Tracing the raksigned to
persons involved in the speech exposes the posibbreach person relative to the deictic center lamd the
distance established aids in understanding the imgamnd effect of the text.

The second category of deixis analysed in thisepap that of time or temporal deixis. Time deixis
concerns itself with the various periods of tim@dived in and referred to in language. This inchidiene
adverbs like ‘now’, ‘then’, ‘soon’ and so forth. this paper, the speech was also examined for texhdsictic
expressions to flesh out the different periodsmétinvolved and the meaning and effect that sedérence to
different periods of time bring about.

The third category of deixis analysed in this paigeplace or spatial deixis. Place deixis is deict
reference to a location relative to the locatioragfarticipant in a linguistic event, typically tha the speaker.
Similar to person deixis, the locations in the teifield could be that of the speaker and addesssethose of
persons or objects referred to.

The most salient examples of spatial deictic tehmEnglish are the adverbs here and there and the
demonstratives this and that, though they are rfan fthe only deictic terms since place deixis cto de
expressed in phrases such as the italicized irseas (1) to (3) below:

(1) I love living in this country.
(2) He was standing over there.
(3) They stayed in that corner.

Al Azzawi (2011) explains that, unless otherwipedified, place deictic terms are generally undebt
to be relative to the location of the speaker.his study, place deixis is also analyzed to deteemvhere the
event takes place, what other locations are refelweand what meaning and effect could be glearau the
use of spatial deictic expressions.

Another way to flesh out meaning and effect initimal speech is from the lens of social deixis as
another category of deictic expressions. Sociatislénvolves the marking of social relationshipslimguistic
expressions with either direct or indirect refenig the social status or role of participantshia linguistic
event (Al Azzawi 2011). Expression of social deigén be accomplished by several linguistic devicekiding
personal pronouns, clitics and particles, formaadress and the choice of vocabulary. Howevemigigaper,
social deixis is examined only through forms of r@d@ and choice of vocabulary.

Having in mind these four categories of deixi® ffaper proceeds in analyzing how PNoy deploys
persons, locations, periods of time and sociaticelahips in the deictic field and what meaning afféct does
the President’s use of deictic expressions convey.

DATA ANALYSIS
The analysis of deictic expressions in this sectiomes in four parts corresponding to the four gates of
deixis discussed under the method of analysis. I[Reate presented in the following order: persamet place
and social relationships.
PERSON DEIXIS
Person deixis is probably the most salient dediegory extensively used by PNoy in the Engliahgtation of
his eulogy. The abundant use of personal deictoquns in the speech provides a window through hwttie
participants and their roles in the speech antiérsbcio-political context are surmised.

At first reading, PNoy seems to shift his addresBetween a two and three participant deixis. The
speech is then examined closely to see how thisishiealized. An analysis of personal deictic mgsions in
the paragraph level reveals that such an effdetdaght about by the fact that, in the speech, P&mtinually
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shifted between two and three participant deixisdghout the 25-paragraph speech. Table 1 sumraatise
paragraph level analysis of personal deixis insjheech.
TABLE 1. Distribution and Percentage of ParticipRales per Paragraph

Participant Roles Number of Parpgga Percentage
Speaker — Addressee (Bereaved families) 10 40

Speaker — Addressee (Filipino people/Bereaved fasil 13 52

Speaker — Addressee (Fallen Troopers) 8 8

Total 25 100

When a paragraph is composed only of first andrs@@erson pronouns, PNoy involves only himself
as the speaker and ‘the bereaved families’ asdtieeasee. In the speech, PNoy made use of temp&t&yraphs
following this kind of participant involvement. Hideployment of personal deixis in this way placks t
addressee at the origo or deictic center and hfrmssdr this deictic center. An extract from parggral
exemplifies this role assignment of PNoy as theakpe and the bereaved families of the troopersigs h
addressee as shown in (4) below.

(4) One of my most difficult tasks as Presidertosdoling with the bereaved. As | stand before you
today, | cannot help but ask myself: What coulddgibly say that would console you?

His use of first person pronouns to refer to hifhaatl second person pronouns to refer to the bedeav
families of the "Fallen 44" seems to establish areach-other relationship. This would not havenbeslized
if, for example, PNoy made use of third person prots to refer to the latter since the third persaggests the
meaning of farther-apart relationship relativetie speaker. In paragraphs where he used onlyaficstsecond
person deixis, he directly addresses these fanjliggeying his profound condolences to the famibéghe
troopers as he accentuated his helplessness oswmirdter in order to ease the pain of the bekaves. The
use of the first and second personal pronouns thdesde its threshold to condoling the latter in plain they
are going through.

There is however one paragraph in which PNoy we®lonly two participants but his addressee is not
the Filipino people but the terrorists or those wkere responsible of the death of the troopersadgtaph 16 is
shown in (5) below.

(5) Now, be assured that the second target thatezlws will be captured. You know this: | am a man
of my word. Capturing Basit Usman is number oneoanlist of priorities. | have ordered the authaes to
formulate a more effective plan to hunt down angdrapend this criminal. Your government is alreadyrking
towards this end; in fact, even before speakingan, we were already taking steps to meet thisctibge We
will prove that the law truly prevails in the Plgipines. | assure you, we will get Usman.

In this paragraph, although the President begaefeyring to you in the second person, what folasv
PNoy’s reference and naming of the uncaptured tistrim the second person thirteen (13) times. President
seems to bring his outburst to where he placeddifriisthe deictic field. Specifically, this autheuspects that
in this paragraph, PNoy temporarily suspends thipifrd people in the deictic center and moves thHeoen
where he originally placed himself in the deictald. Hence, the President is now at the deictitareand refers
to the terrorist using second person deixis. Irs thet-up of the deictic field, PNoy projects hirhsa$ a
representative of the Filipino people. He speaksheir behalf using still the first person deixiis might be
PNoy’s way of bringing his sentiments closer to #mihilators to show a strong stance and to amngdieall
Filipinos to stand. Challenging them would not hasunded potent and confident if he used third quers
pronouns here because that might register as thbegks not brave enough to directly address them, a
understandable effect if third person pronouns wesesl. The paragraph also manifests the valian&Nafy as
he audaciously utters the more than hundred pergentf jailing Usman. A sound assurance for thipiRi
people and for the families of the policemen kiltechold on to.

Finally, when a paragraph includes third persampuns such as they, their, and them, he includes t
nationalistic contributions and pursuits of thel&al44, whereas the Filipino people still standheg deictic
centre. An excerpt from paragraph 22 as shown)ibh¢®w exemplifies this three-participant deixis.

(6) This is why our flag flies at half-mast in phlice and military camps, and in all governmeriicess.
Now that we have brought home their bodies, oy @lmbraces each and every one of them. This gneosithe
state’s recognition of the courage, dedication, &edoism that they displayed. This is a sign of gnigf, a grief
not only from their families and friends, but theéefof an entire nation. This is a sign that tHaxe and they
died, not for themselves, but for their country.

When PNoy deploys personal deixis involving hirhgile speaker), the bereaved/Filipino people (the
addressee) and even the inclusion of addressingdbpers, he sets up the deictic field in a wat tre and the
troopers and the addressee is made to occupy tticdmenter. In theory, he and the troopers shdalde the
same distance from the deictic center albeit freaposite directions; however his use of first ancbsel person
pronouns to refer to himself and the addresseeectisply here again brings him, in reality, cloderthe
bereaved/Filipino people who are at deictic cenfars is strengthened by his use of first persamgblpronouns
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‘our’ and ‘us’, which index a closer relationship, anore likely, shared principles and beliefs betwéim and
the addressee. Here again, the troopers are gieredognition as he stylistically utters the syhaiBhilippine
flag. It is truly a gesture of inner and deepestigrde to what these heroes have done for thgiidls and the
country at large.

The same meanings and effects can be construed tire speech by way of looking at the use of
personal deixis in full text level. Table 2 sumraas the person-referring expressions PNoy usekeicnglish
translation of his speech.

TABLE 2. Distribution and Percentage of Personakide

Personal Deixis NumbeiTohes Used Percentage
Speaker — PNoy (I, me, my, we, us, our/s) 116 67.8
Addressee—Bereaved/Filipino people (you and your/s) 21 12.3

Fallen Troopers — (they, them, their/s, some, those 34 19.9

Total 171 100

Table 2 shows that the first person deixis thdéreeto the speaker, PNoy himself, is the most
extensively used personal deixis in the speechaexof this abundant use, 116 of these deixistafédy draw
in the heart of PNoy in extending condolences ¢oltbreaved families of the Fallen 44.

Although the second person deictic expressiorerniaf) to the bereaved/Filipino people were just as
few as the third person deictic expressions rafgrid Troopers in the linguistic event, 21 compaed4 times
used, the number did not place the bereaved/Filipgople in the background. One reason could kesthee
they have been placed at the deictic center, thegition in the written discourse privileges them ke
foregrounded along with PNoy himself. What streegth the realization of this is again PNoy’s (the
foregrounded) use of first person plural pronoumkjch are inclusive of the bereaved/Filipino peopin
example of this instance is taken from paragrapm18) below:

(8) Let me also assure you: We will exert evergretb lessen your worries and doubts about the
future. We will provide for your needs, in accordarwith all laws and regulations. We will do evligg in our
power to help each family of our fallen heroesha police. My colleagues in government have alregadghed
out to you, and | have spoken to some of you ahdgjtand | will talk to everyone else.

This near-each-other relationship between PNoytaedBereaved/Filipino people realized through the
use of first and second person pronouns respegtara strengthened by the use of first person phoans to
refer to both brought the latter closer to the gooeind if not in the same foreground as where hesélf is.

TIME DEIXIS

Another salient deictic category, which sheds lighthe text's meaning and effect, is that of tioredemporal
deixis. In his speech, PNoy made use of both teatfaatverbs and time expressions in order to dicha® two
different periods of time. Table 3 summarises the af temporal deictic expressions in the trarmtati

TABLE 3. Distribution and Percentage of Time Deixis

Time Deixis Number of Times Reéet to Percentage
Soon — Aquino Administration 1 10

Now — Aquino Administration 3 03

Then — Pre-Aquino Administration 6 60

Total 10 100

Throughout the 25-paragraph speech, PNoy madeofusemporal deictic expressions 10 times. Of
these instances, he referred most often to ther'thvéherein he recalled al his experiences befdtging and
after his father then Senator Benigno "Ninoy" Aquith was assassinated in now Ninoy Aquino Inteorai
Airport (NAIA) named after him, before he set faothis motherland. The recalling of his experienséh his
father was indubitably for the purpose of instiggtithe bereaved families to move on just as he afdes to
move on from his mishap. He believes that if haildjes what his father has gone through and hesdiirhas
gone after the former's death, the similitude @ #xperience is tantamountly reflective of theistloThis
premise is accordingly reflected in paragraph @jrbelow:

(8) I wish to tell you, the families of our policemehoafell during Sunday’s encounter, that | genuinely
understand how you feel. |, too, lost a loved ana sudden manner. | remember a conversation Iviigtd my
father; it was then when he had decided it was tioeturn to our Motherland from the United States

The temporal deictic expressiosgsonandnow used in the translated version of the speectefdl to
the administration of PNoy. These deictic exprassiboth refer to the solutions that PNoy has estadad to
gain justice for the death of these heroes jugisige was served to the person behind the dddils dather; a
firm gesture of assurance of a sound rejoinderghelh death deserves. This is further substantiatpdragraph
17 in (9) below:

(9) Let us also remember that a board of inquirg baen formed, with the responsibility of uncowgrin
the truth behind what happened and of determinitugpé responsible. We do not want a repeat of imtédike
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this. As President, even if | want to be angryammot allow myself to be carried away by my ematidtash
decision-making has no place in these situations. ibl were to let my anger dictate my actiongrntperhaps
instead of resolving the problem, | would only extaate it. We will do our utmost to gain justice &l those
who perished and for the loved ones they left lakhin

Given the distribution of temporal deictic express in the English translation of the speech, tigoo
or temporal deictic center seems to be that ofAtp@ino administration and that is throughout theesgh. His
more often reference to the temporal deictic cenbertime of his administration, effectively dicbmizes time
as composed of two mutually exclusive periods, hic one is foregrounded (now and soon) and anasher
placed at the background (then). Therefore, PNa@g anore strategically sets up the deictic fieldrider for the
person deictic centre, the Bereaved/Filipino pedpléold favorable judgment toward him and hiseyowment.
PLACE DEIXIS
With Fillmore’s (1997) claim that the place deicterm is understood to be relative to the locatidrthe
speaker, this political speech comes in the formaoéulogy which was addressed by PNoy during the
necrological service of the Fallen 44 PNP-SAF teyxgmt Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City, who foughttfe
country. Paragraph 1 and 22 justify this deictipression in (10) and (11) below:

(10) One of my most difficult tasks as Presiderttoisdoling with the bereaved. As | stand before you
today, | cannot help but ask myself: What coulddgibly say that would console you?

(12) This is why our flag flies at half-mast in pblice and military camps, and in all government
offices. Now that we have brought home their bodias flag embraces each and every one of thens iSha
sign of the state’s recognition of the courage,ic&ibn, and heroism that they displayed. This sgn of our
grief, a grief not only from their families anddrids, but the grief of an entire nation. This Egn that they live
and they died, not for themselves, but for theimtoy.

PNoy stressed out his unplumbed sorrow and shaietito the family of the Fallen 44 who sacrificed
their lives to serve the country and compatriotddressed to the bereaved families, the Presideéahésx his
support to them in any aspects that the governoearnit help all of them.

SOCIAL DEIXIS
The last category of deixis, which contributesleshing out the meaning and effect of the trandlafeech, is
that of social deixis. As said earlier, social tieiexpressions concern the social information tledérs to
characteristics of referents especially personsexXamination of forms of address and choice of batay in
the text leads to PNoy’s use of 20 social deickipressions referring to him as the speaker, thed&ed
families/Filipino people as the addressee and thefr 44 troopers as third person. Table 4 summsrthe
social deixis used in the speech.

TABLE 4. Distribution and Percentage of Social Dgix

Social Deixis Number of Times Referred to Percentage
Speaker 6 31.6
Addressee 8 42.1
Others (Troopers) 5 26.3
Total 19 100

Among the three persons in the deictic field, Bvesident referred to the addressee most often. His
social deictic reference to the bereaved familied/a Filipino people 8 times throughout the teging terms
such asdeneficiariesgovernmentcountrymerandfellowmen/Filipino peopleffectively thrusts the addressees
in an important place in the deictic field, theqaaeing the deictic center. This choice of formadéiress and
vocabulary to refer to the Filipino people, in tutransforms the speaker who is supposed to bepgomuthe
highest political position in the land into a senwkader serving the hiuntrymenMoreover, it is to be noted
that although PNoy made use of social deictic esgioms referring to himself eight times, includitige
reference of his being a President and as an thaiperson. The eight instances of social derefierence to
the speaker himself were all references to the mowent as the President using words lg@vernment
President and a sorThis strategy of PNoy of divulging social deictigpression to himself as to who really he
is manifests his sincerity of extending condolertoethe bereaved families. He humbles himself ehieencing
with gasping perfect words in order to condole thamexhibit of being a down to earth leader whows how
to walk through and with the common tao.

Social deictic reference to the troopers can bseoked from the expressiofisllen 44, departed
policemen, loved onemdfallen heroesvas made 5 times throughout the speech which givegecognition to
all of them who made all Filipinos become proudeing one.

Through the use of social deictic expressions, Pélso easily dichotomizes the deictic field betwee
two types of relationship: first, betwedgllowmenand countrymenand PNoy himself as theresident of the
Republic of the Philippinesiith the Fallen 44 or departed policemenThese social relationships both are
mutually beneficial. Hence, PNoy succeeds in canddhe bereaved families of the Fallen 44.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of the present study give light tolikeesaved families of the Fallen 44 especially camog use of
personal deictic expressions. The President’s fipersonal pronouns both on the paragraph anddutllevels
seems to aid in solidifying his purpose of condplihe bereaved families of the SAF troopers andeizing
position on the issues that his government facesnwhe speech was issued and, in the words of Ajletu
(2006), conscripting the audience to accept hizsziand position in the political discourse.

PNoy'’s strategic use of two and three-participdeikis in the speech puts him in a more advantaged
light, realizing what a political speech (eulogipald serve as purpose after all. Further, hischiig back and
forth from two to three-participant personal deisgsognizes the heroism extended by these troopétk.the
personal deixis, PNoy was able to express his praf@ondolences to the left families.

As found in Wilson (1990), his shift from ‘I’ tove’ deixis throughout the speech might also be an
attempt to ensure that the audience are persuadad speech and reduce the chances of being ensiated.
Consistent with Urban (1986), Aquino’s use of ‘we’the speech serves to persuade the Filipino petapl
believe that sincerely he feels what the familiéshe troopers feel because he has been therenkle ke
feeling and he would as much as possible ease fégrdsolace to them. The use of ‘we’ can also nsa#s an
attempt to enact personal identity as espousedigoiMora (2004). In his case, PNoy’s use of ‘weh&s to
establish an identity that is close to the Filigihcollective ideologies and aspirations, in ortieachieve what
Adetunji (2006) calls anchorage in political discg®) which is important not only in the remainingays of
Aquino’s presidency but also in the years beyorad. th

In terms of the analysis of temporal deictic espiens, the President’s reference to two different
periods of time might be another way for him tods#me message that his time intertwines with theiotime.
His recollection of what happened to his fathea imeans to dilate the eyes of the left families phstice will
be served. A consequent effect then is for thegoedeictic center, the bereaved/Filipino peoplejutipe the
message from the lens of temporal deixis favorabwyard the government, hence strengthen the legeirag
political discourse initially achieved in the lexaflpersonal deixis.

Unlike the temporal deixis, PNoy does has estabtishe spatial deictic of the eulogy concretelys |
specified that the occasion when the speech wasededl perfectly fits the recent issue today anfkref
consolations among the bereaved.

Finally, in terms of social deixis as a separategory, the President also effectively uses esmps
which would aid in the achievement of advantaggmsstion in political discourse. Specifically, ldgsision of
the deictic field between two types of relationsHigst, between bereaved, fellowmen and countrymed the
President himself and, second, the President an&dhen 44 and/or departed policemen which isxg@nession
of serving justice to the latter.

CONCLUSION

The present study explores President Benigno Aglllisouse of deictic expressions in the Englisanislation
of his Eulogy through stylistic analysis. Specifigathe paper aimed to examine how PNoy deployedgns,
time, place and social relationships in his spesthwhat does his style of using personal, tempspaltial and
social deictic expressions convey as to the meaamdigeffect of the speech.

Guided by a framework anchored on Hank’s (200%)onoof deictic field and Buhler’s (1934) notions
on deictic centre or origo, the paper found thatofPMxtensively and strategically made use of rafgrr
expressions in order to set up the deictic field imay that he could serve his purpose of deliggtfie eulogy.

Personal deictic expressions were most extensivgdy to establish and shift back and forth to awd
three-person deixis. This was attributed to PNaftattegy of bringing him and his government closehe
deictic centre and his critics and the oppositamffom it as seen in his use of personal pronauiEnglish.

Temporal deictic expressions were also utilizeddichotomize the deictic field into two mutually
exclusive periods of time: one referring to thevn@nd ‘soon’ and another referent to the ‘thertieTformer
presents the provision of sound solutions to tleblems whereas the latter recollects PNoy's expesi with
his father that greatly contributes to the effextaxtending of condolences to the bereaved familiEkis is
realized using adverbs of time and other time esqioms in the text.

Meanwhile, in terms of spatial deictic expressjdfiBmore (1997) guided the researcher to spealific
identify the deictic center of the eulogy as a il speech and that is during the necrologicalise offered to
Fallen 44.

Finally, social deictic expressions used by thesjgent also effectively addresses the bereavaurfeil
people referred to through forms of address andlalary as ‘fellowmen’ and ‘countrymen’, while tRallen
44 must be served with sound actions to gain je@gt@ainst cruelty.

PNoy’s extensive and strategic use of personadpéeal and spatial and social deictic expressi@ng v
effectively sets up the deictic field so that, émms of the persons, time, place and social relships involved
and referred to, the bereaved/Filipino people wdaddable to understand the stand of the governaseregards

48



Journal of Literature, Languages and Linguistics www.iiste.org
ISSN 2422-8435 An International Peer-revieweadrdal E-L,!ll
Vol.34, 2017 NS'E

the issue and be able to deliver justice amond-#ien troopers and judge the President and hisrgovent as
one in this quest for truth. Through this, PNoy \ahte to dichotomize not only two different kindsprsons,
two different periods of time and two different atbnships with the Filipino people and himself athé

government in a more advantaged and privileged.ligh
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APPENDIX Eulogy of His Excellency Benigno S. Aquinolll President of the Philippines At the
necrological service for the fallen PNO-SAF troopes

1 One of my most difficult tasks as President iadming with the bereaved. As | stand before yadatg |
cannot help but ask myself: What could | possilaly that would console you?

2 Every life contains great value. We know thate diay, we will all depart this world, but the questalways
looms: “Was it really necessary for someone toidignis manner?” This, we ask even as we work @bt to
avoid as many unnecessary losses or deaths ablpossi

3 | wish to tell you, the families of our policemeavho fell during Sunday’s encounter, that | genlyne
understand how you feel. |, too, lost a loved ana sudden manner. | remember a conversation ithdmy
father; it was then when he had decided it was tometurn to our Motherland from the United States

4 He said: We are nearing a bloody war. He endedaipg home by himself. His only companions were th
media, and he was clearly defenseless. He sailaPgisomehow, Mr. Marcos’s curiosity would be pajwnd
he would give me a chance to dialogue with him emavey to him the country’s true situation. In thednner,
we could finally begin our country’s peaceful retdo democracy.

5 | remember watching alone the television in oesidence in Boston, waiting for news about what had
happened to my father. | heard the announcer onetbeision say: “Opposition leader, Benigno Aquimnas
seen lying in a pool of blood; shots were firedtien, it was as if time had come to a halt; my surdings froze
and | lost my awareness of things, and my world tuaised upside down. | could not explain the shbft.
Never did we consider the possibility that he wawddkilled. The worst-case scenario would have lifles had
been sent back to prison. What transpired camereal ahock to us. During his return, my father waable to
even set foot in the land in which he was bornwds mercilessly killed as he descended the airplane

6 When we confirmed what had happened, | did Hotvainyself to weep. | stopped my tears and chanhale
my energy to anger.

7 Our father was the head of our family. He wasmotector, our guide, our inspiration, and thelsygeing of
strength supporting our family during Martial Law.

8 | felt there was no space left for discourse; pleeson my father wished to dialogue with, alonghwhat
person’s companions, were like rabid dogs who hexbime impossible to engage in a decent conversdtion
resolved to pay my respects to my father, and #itgy to do to them what they did to my family.

9 In that moment of absolute misery and pain, stvguestions occupied my mind: Now that our fatiseno
longer with us, how can we achieve that which wsiréefor our country? Does this mean we have reahtie
end of our fight? If transformation could not béhigwed even after my father died, had my fatheasrifice,
and that of thousands of Filipinos, gone to waste?

10 During those days, | could not help but thin&ttthe final chapter would end with a bloody revioin. But
my perception started to change after | saw thditudés that flocked to our home at Times, in Que&ity, to
stand in solidarity with us. It was as if they wergafraid of Martial Law. It was then that | sawniais possible
to carry on the fight after the death of our leader

11 To the families of our fallen troopers, | knowd fwell that your lives have been turned upsidevdavith the
sudden death of your loved ones. You had plans daidfor your future; you had set your sight tovwsard
achieving certain dreams. Now, with this unexpedettome, the future for you and your families seémbe
clouded with uncertainty. So many questions askedyt begin with “Why:” Why did this happen? Why did
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they have to die? Why do families have to suffer?

12 | must be honest; | do not have the answersltth@se questions. But it is during this momenrdtth
remember what was told to me upon the death ofathef. As | confessed, the priest said: As Christimur
faith tells us this simple truth: There is a Godowdreated us in His likeness, as a sign of His foveus. And
because He loves us, He has a good plan for also¥Vhen we go through periods in which we coultse®
this plan, perhaps, we have difficulty because meomly looking at one detail of His grand plan €. But if
we were to see His whole plan, then we would sdallitight the beauty of it.

13 Thus | remember a passage from the Gospel of;, jiols chapter 15, verse 13. It says: “Thereasgreater
love than that of giving one’s life for his fellovan.”

14 To the loved ones of our departed policememoMkyou are aware why they joined our police fok@ar 44
fallen heroes from our police force, the youngés2@and the most senior at 39 years old, pushehgblves
and exerted all their effort to do what they couldt only for themselves and their families, butdar beloved
country. They gave up their lives for the kind ebpe and order that endures.

15 As you know, they were in pursuit of two targetsing that operation: Abdul Basit Usman and HlikBin
Hir, who is known as Abu Marwan. | have already tr@mred how they are notorious terrorists. They reuard
without remorse, and work to perfect how to inflioe greatest harm through their terrorism. Marwarfact,
was a suspect in the bombing in Bali, Indonesia@r&htwo explosions occurred. After the first bowdnt off,
they waited for the responders to arrive at thetldéte, before detonating a second device. Tlsiglted in the
death of 202 people. With the operation that SA8eutook, it is reported that the primary target,rivian, was
killed.

16 Now, be assured that the second target thaeelud will be captured. You know this: | am a mamy
word. Capturing Basit Usman is number one on atirolf priorities. | have ordered the authoritie§dmulate a
more effective plan to hunt down and apprehenddtimsinal. Your government is already working todsthis
end; in fact, even before speaking to you, we vadneady taking steps to meet this objective. Wé pribve that
the law truly prevails in the Philippines. | assyogi, we will get Usman.

17 Let us also remember that a board of inquiryldeen formed, with the responsibility of uncoverthg truth
behind what happened and of determining those nsdipie. We do not want a repeat of incidents ltkis.tAs
President, even if | want to be angry, | cannatvalmyself to be carried away by my emotions. Rastision-
making has no place in these situations now. IEteato let my anger dictate my actions, then pesliagtead of
resolving the problem, | would only exacerbateVite will do our utmost to gain justice for all thoséo
perished and for the loved ones they left behind.

18 Let me also assure you: We will exert everyretio lessen your worries and doubts about theréutw/e will
provide for your needs, in accordance with all lams regulations. We will do everything in our powe help
each family of our fallen heroes in the police. bblleagues in government have already reachedoudu, and
I have spoken to some of you about this, and Itaik to everyone else.

19 Your government has already allocated finarasaistance for the beneficiaries of each policewiam died,
or has been wounded. Every form of assistanceginagrnment can render, we will maximize. From pdaw)
support for the education of beneficiaries, tosisy) families in seeking out jobs and livelihoodiese are only
a few examples of the aid that government will give

20 To reiterate what | said last Wednesday everlingake a direct appeal to the private sector andur
countrymen: Join the government in recognizing lieeoism displayed by the fallen members of the PNP-
Special Action Force.

21 It is clear: Your husbands, brothers, and saf®m we honor today, are heroes. Our nation owes th
great debt of gratitude. They sacrificed their dive bring peace and order to the lives of the nagority.

22 This is why our flag flies at half-mast in athlige and military camps, and in all governmenicaf§. Now
that we have brought home their bodies, our flagprewes each and every one of them. This is a digheo
state’s recognition of the courage, dedication, lagism that they displayed. This is a sign of gnief, a grief
not only from their families and friends, but theefj of an entire nation. This is a sign that tHiege and they
died, not for themselves, but for their country.

23 In the name of the Filipino people, we recogritee valor of our fallen policemen. We thank thean the
courage of their sacrifice. We condole and grieith wach family who has lost a loved one.

24 Earlier, | said: If the death of my father hadleld to bring about change, then is it not truat thil his
sacrifices would have been for nothing? This is wieywill not allow the ultimate sacrifice paid byroheroes
in the police to go to waste. Should their deatfaslIto realizing the peace we all desire, then weldvbe able
to say that their sacrifice was not left in vaimigtrue, lasting change would become their ledacyhe entire
Filipino nation.

25 Thank you.
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