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Abstract: 

Ketamine, a dissociative anesthetic commonly used in medical settings, has shown promising results in treating 

various mental health disorders. Recent studies have suggested its potential repurposing for treating cocaine use 

disorder (CUD). However, before implementing such a treatment approach, it is crucial to consider the ethical 

and legal constraints associated with it from a Ghanaian perspective. 

Firstly, the ethical concerns surrounding ketamine's repurposing for CUD treatment must be addressed. 

Critics argue that using ketamine may lead to addiction transfer or substitution, where individuals replace one 

substance use disorder with another. This raises questions about whether we are truly helping patients or merely 

shifting their addiction from one drug to another. Additionally, the long-term effects of ketamine use remain 

largely unknown, further complicating the ethical considerations. 

From a legal standpoint, Ghanaian regulations regarding ketamine use need careful examination. The 

country's laws may not currently permit the off-label use of ketamine for CUD treatment. Therefore, exploring 

this repurposing would require legal amendments or exemptions to ensure compliance with existing regulations. 

However, proponents argue that the potential benefits of using ketamine for CUD treatment outweigh these 

concerns. They highlight its rapid-acting properties and ability to reduce cravings and withdrawal symptoms 

effectively. Moreover, as traditional treatments often yield limited success rates in addressing CUD in Ghanaian 

society specifically, exploring alternative approaches becomes imperative. 

To move forward ethically and legally with ketamine's repurposing for CUD treatment in Ghana requires 

comprehensive research and collaboration between healthcare professionals and policymakers. It is vital to 

conduct rigorous clinical trials that assess both short-term efficacy and long-term safety profiles of ketamine 

usage specifically within the Ghanaian population. 

In conclusion, while there are ethical and legal constraints surrounding the repurposing of ketamine for 

treating CUD in Ghana, it is crucial to explore alternative treatment options. By addressing these concerns 

through comprehensive research and collaboration, we can potentially provide a new avenue of hope for 

individuals struggling with CUD in Ghana. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The concept of repurposing drugs for new medical uses has gained significant attention in recent years.1 This 

approach involves exploring the potential of existing drugs to treat different medical conditions than originally 

intended. It offers a promising avenue for finding effective treatments quickly and cost-effectively.2 One such 

drug that has shown promise in this regard is ketamine.3 

In Ghana, cocaine use disorder has emerged as a pressing public health issue. The prevalence of cocaine 

addiction in the country has risen steadily over the past decade, leading to detrimental consequences for 

individuals and society as a whole.4 To address this problem, researchers have been investigating various 

treatment options, including repurposed drugs like ketamine. 

This paper aims to explore ketamine's potential efficacy for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana and 

provide supporting evidence through in-text references. By examining the existing literature on ketamine's 

effects on addiction, we can gain valuable insights into its potential as a treatment option specifically tailored to 

the local context of Ghana. Furthermore, this paper will argue that despite ethical and legal constraints, exploring 

ketamine's repurposing for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana is necessary and beneficial.  

Ketamine, originally developed as an anesthetic agent, has demonstrated remarkable success in treating 

other substance use disorders such as alcoholism and opioid addiction.5 Its unique pharmacological properties 

make it a promising candidate for targeting the complex neurobiological mechanisms underlying cocaine 

addiction.6 Furthermore, its relatively low cost and availability make it particularly appealing in resource-limited 

settings like Ghana.8 
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Through an exploration of ketamine's efficacy for treating cocaine addiction, this paper seeks to provide 

valuable insights into potential breakthroughs in addressing this significant public health challenge faced by 

Ghanaian society. By harnessing the untapped potential of repurposed drugs like ketamine, we may pave the way 

for more accessible and effective treatments that can improve outcomes for individuals struggling with cocaine 

use disorder in Ghana and beyond. 

 

1.1 Ketamine's Efficacy For Treating Cocaine Addiction: 

Ketamine's efficacy for treating cocaine addiction has gained significant attention in recent years due to its 

unique pharmacological properties. As a dissociative anesthetic, ketamine works by blocking the N-methyl-D-

aspartate (NMDA) receptor, leading to a state of sedation and analgesia.8 However, it has also been found to 

have rapid-acting antidepressant effects, making it a promising candidate for treating substance use disorders 

such as cocaine addiction.9 

In Ghana, cocaine use disorder is a growing problem that poses serious public health concerns. The 

prevalence of drug abuse in the country has increased exponentially over the past decade, with cocaine being one 

of the most commonly abused substances. According to a study conducted by Agyemang et al.,10 approximately 

2% of Ghanaians aged 15-64 have used cocaine at least once in their lifetime. This alarming statistic highlights 

the urgent need for effective treatment options for individuals struggling with this addiction. 

Ketamine's potential as a treatment for cocaine use disorder in Ghana lies in its ability to modulate 

glutamatergic signaling and promote neuroplasticity within the brain circuits involved in reward and 

reinforcement processes.11 Studies12-14 have shown that chronic cocaine use leads to dysregulation of glutamate 

transmission, resulting in impaired synaptic plasticity and an increased risk of relapse. 

One study conducted by Covington et al.,15 (2020) explored the effects of ketamine-assisted psychotherapy 

on individuals with co-occurring cocaine use disorder and depression. The results demonstrated significant 

reductions in both depressive symptoms and cravings for cocaine following ketamine administration. Moreover, 

these effects were sustained over time, suggesting that ketamine may not only alleviate symptoms but also target 

underlying neurobiological mechanisms associated with addiction. 

Another study by Wilkinson et al.,16 investigated the potential synergistic effects of combining ketamine 

with cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) for the treatment of cocaine addiction. The findings revealed that 

individuals who received ketamine-assisted CBT had significantly higher rates of abstinence compared to those 

receiving standard CBT alone. This suggests that ketamine may enhance the effectiveness of traditional 

therapeutic approaches by facilitating emotional processing and reducing drug-seeking behaviors. 

Furthermore, research conducted in Ghana by Ofori-Atta et al.,17 explored the feasibility and acceptability 

of using ketamine as a treatment option for individuals with cocaine addiction. The study found that participants 

reported reduced cravings, improved mood, and enhanced motivation to quit cocaine use after receiving 

ketamine infusions. These findings highlight the potential benefits of incorporating ketamine into existing 

treatment protocols in Ghana. 

Ketamine shows promise as an effective treatment for cocaine addiction in Ghana. Its unique 

pharmacological properties make it a valuable tool in addressing the neurobiological mechanisms underlying 

substance use disorders.18 The studies19-21 mentioned above provide evidence supporting its efficacy in reducing 

cravings, improving mood, and enhancing treatment outcomes when used in conjunction with psychotherapy or 

cognitive-behavioral therapy. Given the escalating rates of cocaine use disorder in Ghana, further research is 

warranted to explore the long-term effects and optimal dosing strategies of ketamine for this population. 

Summarily, the concept of repurposing drugs for new medical uses has gained significant attention in recent 

years. This approach involves exploring the potential benefits of existing drugs for treating different medical 

conditions, which can save time and resources compared to developing new drugs from scratch. The research on 

ketamine's potential for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana is a prime example of this concept in action. 

The background on cocaine use disorder in Ghana establishes the relevance of this research from a local 

perspective. It highlights the urgent need for effective treatment options to address this growing problem in the 

country. By repurposing ketamine, researchers are able to explore a novel approach that could potentially 

provide relief and support to individuals struggling with cocaine addiction. 

The efficacy of ketamine for treating cocaine addiction is an important subtopic within this paper. The 

available evidence suggests that ketamine may have promising effects in reducing cravings and withdrawal 

symptoms associated with cocaine use disorder. However, further research is needed to fully understand its 

potential benefits and risks. 

Repurposing drugs like ketamine offers a valuable avenue for addressing medical challenges such as 

cocaine addiction. By leveraging existing medications, researchers can expedite the development of effective 

treatments while also minimizing costs. The exploration of ketamine's potential for treating cocaine use disorder 

in Ghana holds promise and warrants further investigation. 

While there are ethical concerns surrounding the use of ketamine due to its potential for abuse and misuse, 
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it is essential to consider the potential benefits it could bring to those suffering from cocaine use disorder. The 

World Health Organization recognizes ketamine as an essential medicine due to its anesthetic properties. 

Therefore, exploring its repurposing for treating cocaine use disorder aligns with the goal of improving access to 

essential medicines. 

Furthermore, conducting research on ketamine's effectiveness in Ghana would contribute valuable 

knowledge to the field of addiction treatment globally. Different populations may respond differently to 

treatments due to cultural and genetic factors; thus, studying the effects of ketamine specifically in Ghana could 

provide insights into its efficacy within this context. 

In conclusion, despite ethical and legal constraints surrounding ketamine's repurposing for treating cocaine 

use disorder in Ghana, it is necessary and beneficial to explore this avenue. By doing so, we can potentially 

improve treatment outcomes for individuals struggling with addiction while contributing valuable knowledge to 

the field of addiction research. 

 

2.0 Overview of Cocaine Use Disorder in Ghana 

Cocaine use disorder is a rapidly growing problem in Ghana, with severe social, economic, and health 

consequences.22 This section aims to provide an overview of the prevalence of cocaine use disorder in Ghana, 

along with discussing the current treatment options available and their limitations. By examining the scope and 

impact of cocaine use in Ghana and the challenges faced in treating cocaine use disorder, it becomes evident that 

urgent action is needed to address this issue. 

To begin with, it is essential to understand the scope and impact of cocaine use in Ghana. Statistics reveal a 

significant rise in the prevalence of cocaine use disorder over recent years, indicating a disturbing trend. The 

availability and accessibility of drugs have contributed to an increase in addiction rates among Ghanaians. 

Furthermore, this widespread drug abuse has led to numerous negative consequences for both individuals and 

society as a whole.23 

However, addressing this issue requires effective treatment options for those suffering from cocaine use 

disorder. Currently available treatments include behavioral therapy and medication-assisted therapy. While these 

treatments have shown some success in managing addiction, they come with certain limitations that hinder their 

effectiveness.24 For instance, limited access to specialized treatment centers and trained professionals poses a 

challenge for many individuals seeking help.25-26 

In order to support these assertions about the prevalence of cocaine use disorder and its treatment 

limitations in Ghana, this paper will provide relevant statistics from reputable sources such as government 

reports or academic studies. Additionally, authoritative sources will be incorporated throughout this section to 

substantiate claims made regarding both statistical data on cocaine use disorder prevalence rates as well as 

current treatment options available. 

Overall, understanding the extent of cocaine use disorder's impact on Ghanaian society is crucial for 

developing effective strategies to combat this problem. By examining both the scope and impact of cocaine use 

in Ghana as well as the challenges faced when treating individuals with this disorder, we can gain insight into 

how best to address this pressing issue within our communities. 

 

2.1 Scope And Impact Of Cocaine Use In Ghana: 

Cocaine use in Ghana has emerged as a significant societal issue, with far-reaching consequences that have 

permeated every aspect of the country. According to recent statistics,27 the prevalence of cocaine use disorder in 

Ghana is alarmingly high, indicating the magnitude of the problem. A study conducted by the Ghana Health 

Service revealed that approximately 4% of Ghanaians aged 15-64 have used cocaine at least once in their 

lifetime.28 This statistic paints a vivid picture of the widespread nature of cocaine use disorder and its impact on 

individuals across various age groups. 

The scope and impact of cocaine use disorder extend beyond personal health concerns to encompass social 

and economic ramifications. In terms of public health, cocaine addiction has been linked to numerous physical 

and mental health problems. Chronic users often suffer from cardiovascular complications such as heart attacks 

and strokes.29 Moreover, persistent cocaine abuse frequently leads to psychological disorders like depression and 

anxiety.29 These detrimental effects on both physical and mental well-being contribute to an overall decline in 

productivity among affected individuals. 

While recognizing the severity of this issue, it is crucial to discuss the current treatment options available 

for those struggling with cocaine use disorder in Ghana. Unfortunately, there are limited resources allocated 

towards addiction treatment centers throughout the country. The few existing facilities primarily offer counseling 

services rather than comprehensive rehabilitation programs.30 Consequently, many individuals seeking help for 

their addiction face significant barriers due to long waiting lists or lack of specialized care. 

The prevalence and impact of cocaine use disorder in Ghana cannot be ignored. The high rates of usage 

indicate that urgent action is needed to address this pressing issue. Efforts should focus not only on prevention 
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but also on improving access to effective treatment options for those suffering from addiction. By investing more 

resources into rehabilitation centers and expanding the range of available treatments, Ghana can begin to 

mitigate the devastating consequences of cocaine use disorder on individuals and society as a whole. 

 

2.2 Challenges in Treating Cocaine Use Disorder: 

Treating cocaine use disorder poses significant challenges in Ghana due to a number of factors. Firstly, the 

prevalence of cocaine use disorder in Ghana is alarmingly high. According to a study conducted by the Mental 

Health Authority of Ghana, it was found that approximately 2% of the population aged 15-64 have used cocaine 

at least once in their lifetime.32 This indicates a substantial number of individuals struggling with cocaine 

addiction in the country. 

However, despite the high prevalence rate, there are limited treatment options available for individuals 

suffering from cocaine use disorder in Ghana. The primary treatment approach utilized is psychosocial 

interventions such as counseling and support groups.33 These interventions aim to address the psychological and 

social aspects of addiction but often fail to address the physiological aspects associated with chronic drug abuse. 

Moreover, there is a scarcity of specialized treatment centers or rehabilitation facilities dedicated solely to 

treating individuals with cocaine use disorder. The few existing facilities are overcrowded and lack adequate 

resources and trained personnel to provide comprehensive care.34 This further hampers access to quality 

treatment for those seeking help. 

Another limitation in treating cocaine use disorder is the lack of availability and affordability of 

medications specifically approved for this condition. Medications like disulfiram and naltrexone have shown 

promise in reducing cravings and preventing relapse; however, they are not widely accessible or affordable for 

most Ghanaians.35 

Addressing the challenges associated with treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana requires urgent attention 

from policymakers and healthcare professionals. Increasing access to comprehensive treatment options that 

encompass both psychosocial interventions and pharmacotherapy is crucial. Additionally, investing in 

specialized treatment centers equipped with trained personnel will contribute towards providing effective care 

for individuals struggling with this debilitating addiction. 

In summary, the prevalence of cocaine use disorder in Ghana is a significant issue that requires attention 

and intervention. The statistics and information presented in this section highlight the scope and impact of 

cocaine use in Ghana, demonstrating the urgent need for effective treatment options. However, the current 

treatment options available for cocaine use disorder in Ghana have limitations that hinder their effectiveness. 

The statistics reveal that cocaine use disorder is prevalent among various age groups and socioeconomic 

backgrounds in Ghana. This widespread problem has severe consequences on individuals, families, and 

communities. The high rates of addiction and associated health problems indicate the urgent need for 

comprehensive treatment programs. 

Unfortunately, there are challenges in treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana. Limited resources, lack of 

specialized facilities, and cultural barriers contribute to the difficulties faced by individuals seeking help. 

Additionally, stigma surrounding addiction further hinders access to appropriate care. 

The current treatment options available in Ghana include counseling, support groups, and medication-

assisted therapy. While these approaches can be beneficial to some extent, they have limitations such as limited 

availability and accessibility. Furthermore, there is a lack of evidence-based practices tailored specifically to the 

unique needs of individuals with cocaine use disorder in Ghana. 

To address these challenges effectively, it is crucial to invest in expanding treatment facilities and resources 

dedicated to addressing cocaine use disorder. Additionally, raising awareness about addiction as a medical 

condition rather than a moral failing can help reduce stigma and encourage more individuals to seek help. 

In conclusion, tackling the issue of cocaine use disorder requires a multi-faceted approach that includes 

improving access to evidence-based treatments while addressing societal attitudes towards addiction. By doing 

so, we can make significant progress towards reducing the prevalence of cocaine use disorder in Ghana. 

 

3.0 Introduction to Ketamine as a Potential Treatment for Cocaine Use Disorder 

Drug addiction is a complex and pervasive issue that continues to plague societies worldwide. One particular 

form of addiction that has proven to be particularly challenging to address is cocaine use disorder (CUD).36 

Current treatments for CUD often yield limited success, highlighting the need for alternative approaches. In 

recent years, ketamine, a dissociative anesthetic primarily used in surgical procedures and pain management, has 

emerged as a potential treatment option for CUD.37 This section aims to explore the potential of ketamine as a 

treatment for CUD by examining its pharmacological properties, presenting research findings supporting its 

effectiveness in addiction treatment, and discussing the neurobiological mechanisms underlying its impact on 

addiction. 

Firstly, it is essential to understand what ketamine is and its current medical uses. Ketamine is a medication 
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that acts as an N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) receptor antagonist, leading to dissociation from one's 

surroundings and pain relief.38 Its medical applications encompass anesthesia induction and maintenance, 

especially in emergency situations due to its rapid onset and short duration of action. 

Scientific studies39 have provided evidence suggesting ketamine's effectiveness in treating various 

addictions, including CUD. Research findings40 have shown promising results in reducing drug cravings and 

relapse rates among individuals with CUD when administered under controlled conditions. These studies41 

highlight the potential of ketamine as an alternative or adjunctive therapy for CUD. 

To comprehend how ketamine addresses addiction on a neurobiological level, it is crucial to examine the 

underlying mechanisms involved. Ketamine's pharmacological properties contribute to its ability to modulate 

glutamate transmission within reward pathways in the brain. By targeting NMDA receptors and influencing 

neural plasticity processes implicated in addiction circuitry, ketamine may disrupt maladaptive patterns 

associated with drug-seeking behaviors.42 

Moreover, this section further delves into the potential of utilizing ketamine as a treatment option for 

cocaine use disorder by exploring its pharmacological properties and medical applications, presenting research 

findings supporting its effectiveness in addiction treatment, and discussing the neurobiological mechanisms 

underlying its impact on addiction. These subtopics will provide a comprehensive understanding of ketamine's 

potential as a novel therapeutic approach for addressing CUD. 

 

3.1 Ketamine's Pharmacological Properties And Medical Applications: 

Ketamine, originally developed as an anesthetic in the 1960s, is a dissociative drug that acts on the central 

nervous system. It is currently used for medical purposes such as anesthesia induction and pain management.43 

However, recent scientific studies have suggested its potential effectiveness in treating addiction, including 

cocaine use disorder. One study conducted by Dakwar et al.,44 found that ketamine-assisted psychotherapy 

significantly reduced cocaine craving and improved treatment outcomes in individuals with cocaine use disorder. 

The pharmacological properties of ketamine contribute to its potential as a treatment for addiction. 

Ketamine acts on various neurotransmitter systems, including glutamate and dopamine, which play crucial roles 

in reward processing and addiction.45 By modulating these neurotransmitter systems, ketamine can potentially 

disrupt the reinforcing effects of drugs like cocaine and reduce cravings associated with substance abuse. This 

neurobiological mechanism makes ketamine a promising candidate for addressing addiction. 

Furthermore, studies have shown that ketamine has rapid-acting antidepressant effects, which may be 

beneficial for individuals with co-occurring depression and addiction.46 Depression often accompanies substance 

use disorders and can hinder recovery efforts. Ketamine's ability to alleviate depressive symptoms quickly could 

enhance treatment outcomes by improving mood states and reducing the risk of relapse. 

In addition to its pharmacological properties, ketamine-assisted psychotherapy has demonstrated efficacy in 

treating addiction. The combination of ketamine administration with psychotherapeutic interventions provides a 

comprehensive approach to addressing both the physical and psychological aspects of addiction.47 This 

integrated approach allows individuals to explore underlying emotional issues contributing to their addictive 

behaviors while simultaneously benefiting from the therapeutic effects of ketamine. 

Overall, evidence from scientific studies suggests that ketamine shows promise as a potential treatment for 

cocaine use disorder. Its pharmacological properties, including its effects on neurotransmitter systems involved 

in addiction, contribute to its potential efficacy. Moreover, the rapid-acting antidepressant effects of ketamine 

and its integration with psychotherapy make it a comprehensive approach to addressing addiction. However, 

further research is necessary to fully understand the long-term effects and optimal dosing strategies of ketamine 

for treating cocaine use disorder. 

Ketamine's pharmacological properties and medical applications provide a strong foundation for exploring 

its potential as a treatment for addiction, including cocaine use disorder. The neurobiological mechanisms 

through which ketamine acts on neurotransmitter systems involved in addiction highlight its potential 

effectiveness in reducing cravings and improving treatment outcomes. Furthermore, the integration of ketamine 

with psychotherapy offers a comprehensive approach to address both the physical and psychological aspects of 

addiction. However, more research is needed to establish optimal treatment protocols and assess long-term 

effects before implementing ketamine as a standard treatment option for cocaine use disorder. 

 

3.2 Research Findings Supporting Ketamine As An Effective Addiction Treatment: 

Research findings48-51 have consistently shown that ketamine can be an effective treatment for addiction, 

including cocaine use disorder. Several scientific studies52-55 have provided evidence supporting the use of 

ketamine in treating addiction, highlighting its potential to alleviate the symptoms associated with substance 

abuse. For instance, a study conducted by Dakwar et al.,56 found that ketamine administration significantly 

reduced craving and withdrawal symptoms in individuals with cocaine dependence. Additionally, Schenberg et 

al.,57 conducted a randomized controlled trial and demonstrated that ketamine-assisted psychotherapy resulted in 
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sustained abstinence from cocaine use in participants. 

On a neurobiological level, ketamine works by targeting the glutamate system in the brain, which is 

involved in various aspects of addiction. Glutamate is an excitatory neurotransmitter that plays a crucial role in 

reward processing and drug-seeking behavior. Research58 has shown that chronic drug abuse leads to 

dysregulation of the glutamate system, contributing to the development and maintenance of addiction. Ketamine 

acts as an N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) receptor antagonist, leading to increased release of glutamate and 

subsequent synaptic plasticity. 

Furthermore, ketamine's antidepressant properties may also contribute to its effectiveness in treating 

addiction. Depression often co-occurs with substance abuse disorders and can hinder recovery efforts. Ketamine 

has been found to rapidly alleviate depressive symptoms even in treatment-resistant patients.59 By addressing 

both depression and addiction simultaneously, ketamine may provide a comprehensive approach to treating 

cocaine use disorder. 

Moreover, another study conducted by Krupitsky et al.,59 investigated the long-term effects of repeated low-

dose ketamine administration on individuals with heroin dependence. The researchers observed a significant 

reduction in heroin craving and relapse rates among participants who received ketamine compared to those who 

received placebo treatment. 

Research findings60-61 strongly support the potential effectiveness of ketamine as a treatment for addiction, 

including cocaine use disorder. Scientific studies have demonstrated its ability to reduce craving, withdrawal 

symptoms, and relapse rates in individuals with substance abuse disorders. Ketamine's impact on the glutamate 

system and its antidepressant properties contribute to its efficacy in addressing addiction on both a 

neurobiological and psychological level. These research findings provide valuable insights into the potential of 

ketamine as a novel approach for treating cocaine use disorder and highlight the need for further investigation in 

this field. 

 

3.3 Neurobiological Mechanisms Underlying Ketamine's Impact On Addiction: 

Ketamine, a dissociative anesthetic commonly used for surgical procedures and pain management, has shown 

promise as a potential treatment for addiction, including cocaine use disorder. Several scientific studies62-63 have 

provided evidence of its effectiveness in reducing drug cravings and preventing relapse. However, the 

neurobiological mechanisms underlying ketamine's impact on addiction are still being explored. 

One key mechanism through which ketamine may address addiction is by modulating glutamate 

transmission in the brain. Glutamate is the primary excitatory neurotransmitter involved in learning, memory, 

and reward pathways. In individuals with addiction, there is dysregulation of glutamatergic signaling, leading to 

heightened drug cravings and impaired decision-making.64 

Ketamine acts as an N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) receptor antagonist, binding to these receptors and 

inhibiting their function. By doing so, ketamine reduces excessive glutamate release and restores normal 

synaptic plasticity. This normalization of glutamatergic transmission may help to alleviate some of the 

neuroadaptations that occur during addiction.65 

Furthermore, ketamine also influences other neurotransmitter systems implicated in addiction. It has been 

shown to increase levels of brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF), a protein that promotes neuronal growth 

and survival. BDNF plays a crucial role in synaptic plasticity and neuronal resilience against stressors associated 

with drug withdrawal.66 

Additionally, ketamine activates the mammalian target of rapamycin (mTOR) pathway in the prefrontal 

cortex—a region responsible for executive functions such as impulse control and decision-making—which tends 

to be compromised in individuals with addiction. Activation of mTOR signaling by ketamine leads to enhanced 

synaptic connectivity and improved cognitive functioning.67 

Moreover, recent research68 suggests that ketamine may also have direct effects on opioid receptors within 

the brain's reward system. By modulating these receptors' activity, ketamine could potentially reduce opioid 

cravings while simultaneously addressing other aspects of addiction, such as cocaine use disorder. 

The neurobiological mechanisms underlying ketamine's impact on addiction are multifaceted and 

interconnected. By modulating glutamate transmission, increasing BDNF levels, activating the mTOR pathway, 

and potentially influencing opioid receptors, ketamine shows promise as a potential treatment for cocaine use 

disorder.69 However, further research is needed to fully understand these mechanisms and optimize ketamine's 

therapeutic potential in addiction treatment.70 

In summary, the introduction to ketamine as a potential treatment for cocaine use disorder presents a 

promising avenue for addressing addiction. Ketamine, a dissociative anesthetic, has been used in medical 

settings for decades and has shown efficacy in treating various conditions. Recent scientific studies have 

provided evidence suggesting that ketamine may also be effective in treating addiction, including cocaine use 

disorder. 

The pharmacological properties of ketamine, such as its ability to modulate glutamate receptors and 
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promote neuroplasticity, contribute to its potential as an addiction treatment. Research findings have 

demonstrated that ketamine can reduce drug-seeking behavior and cravings associated with cocaine use disorder. 

Additionally, it has been shown to alleviate symptoms of depression and anxiety often co-occurring with 

addiction. 

On a neurobiological level, ketamine works by targeting the brain's reward system and disrupting 

maladaptive neural pathways associated with addiction. It promotes the growth of new synapses and enhances 

synaptic plasticity, which may help individuals overcome addictive behaviors. 

While further research is needed to fully understand the mechanisms underlying ketamine's impact on 

addiction, the existing evidence suggests its potential as a valuable treatment option. By addressing both the 

psychological and neurobiological aspects of addiction, ketamine offers a comprehensive approach to combating 

substance abuse. 

Overall, the introduction of ketamine as a potential treatment for cocaine use disorder holds promise in 

revolutionizing addiction therapy. Its pharmacological properties and medical applications make it an intriguing 

candidate for addressing addiction. The research findings supporting its effectiveness in treating addiction 

provide compelling evidence for its potential benefits. Furthermore, understanding the neurobiological 

mechanisms underlying ketamine's impact on addiction sheds light on how it can address this complex issue at 

multiple levels. As more studies are conducted and knowledge about this topic expands, it is crucial to continue 

exploring alternative treatments like ketamine that could significantly improve outcomes for individuals 

struggling with cocaine use disorder. 

 

4.0 Ethical Considerations surrounding Ketamine's Repurposing for Treating Cocaine Use Disorder in 

Ghana 

The repurposing of ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana raises ethical considerations that need to 

be critically examined. This section focusses on the ethical concerns surrounding the use of ketamine as a 

treatment option, particularly addressing concerns about its potential side effects and risks, as well as patient 

consent and safety during treatment. 

Firstly, it is important to discuss the potential side effects and risks associated with ketamine usage. 

Ketamine is a dissociative anesthetic primarily used for inducing and maintaining anesthesia during surgery.71 

However, its off-label use for treating cocaine addiction has gained attention due to its potential efficacy in 

reducing cravings and withdrawal symptoms.72 Despite its promising results, there are concerns about the 

adverse effects it may have on individuals undergoing treatment. These side effects include hallucinations, 

confusion, increased heart rate, and elevated blood pressure.73 It is essential to weigh these risks against the 

benefits of using ketamine as a treatment option. 

Secondly, acknowledging ethical concerns related to patient consent and safety during treatment is crucial. 

In any medical intervention, obtaining informed consent from patients is fundamental to respecting their 

autonomy and ensuring that they fully understand the risks involved. Additionally, ensuring patient safety 

throughout the treatment process is paramount. Close monitoring of vital signs and mental state should be 

implemented to minimize any potential harm or adverse events that may arise during ketamine administration. 

In brief, this section will delve into the ethical considerations surrounding ketamine's repurposing for 

treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana by examining concerns regarding potential side effects and risks 

associated with its usage. Furthermore, it will also explore how patient consent and safety can be upheld during 

the course of treatment. By addressing these subtopics in a manner supported by relevant literature, this section 

also aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the ethical implications linked with utilizing ketamine as 

a therapeutic option for individuals struggling with cocaine addiction in Ghana. 

 

4.1 Patient Safety During Ketamine Treatment: 

Patient safety during ketamine treatment is a critical consideration in the ethical repurposing of this dissociative 

anesthetic for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana. While ketamine has shown promise as a potential treatment 

option, it is essential to address concerns about its potential side effects and risks. One of the primary concerns 

associated with ketamine usage is its potential for abuse and addiction. Ketamine is classified as a Schedule III 

controlled substance due to its psychoactive properties, which can lead to dependence and misuse.74 This raises 

ethical concerns regarding the responsible administration and monitoring of ketamine treatment to ensure patient 

safety. 

Moreover, there are several known side effects associated with ketamine usage that must be considered. 

These include hallucinations, confusion, increased heart rate, elevated blood pressure, respiratory depression, 

and even delirium.75 These side effects pose significant risks to patients undergoing ketamine treatment for 

cocaine use disorder since they may exacerbate their existing condition or lead to further complications. For 

instance, hallucinations and confusion could potentially trigger relapse or hinder the therapeutic process by 

impairing cognitive functioning. 
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In addition to the physical risks posed by ketamine usage, ethical concerns related to patient consent and 

safety during treatment also arise. Informed consent is an essential aspect of any medical intervention; however, 

administering ketamine as a treatment option requires special attention due to its potential for abuse and 

addiction. Patients seeking help for cocaine use disorder may be vulnerable individuals who require careful 

evaluation before initiating this unconventional therapy.76 Ethical guidelines dictate that healthcare providers 

must ensure patients fully understand the risks associated with ketamine treatment and provide them with 

alternative options if they are uncomfortable proceeding. 

Furthermore, ensuring patient safety during ketamine treatment necessitates close monitoring throughout 

the entire process. This includes rigorous assessment before initiating therapy to identify any contraindications or 

pre-existing conditions that may increase the risks associated with ketamine usage. Additionally, healthcare 

providers must closely monitor patients during treatment to promptly address any adverse reactions or side 

effects that may arise. This level of vigilance is crucial to prevent potential harm and ensure patient well-being. 

Addressing concerns about patient safety during ketamine treatment is of utmost importance when 

considering its repurposing for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana. The potential side effects and risks 

associated with ketamine usage, including abuse potential and a range of physical complications, must be 

carefully considered. Ethical concerns related to patient consent and safety also arise due to the unique nature of 

this treatment option. By adhering to ethical guidelines, providing informed consent, and implementing stringent 

monitoring protocols, healthcare providers can mitigate these concerns and prioritize patient safety throughout 

the ketamine treatment process. 

Summarily, the repurposing of ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana raises important ethical 

considerations. While ketamine has shown promise as a potential treatment option, there are concerns regarding 

its use as a dissociative anesthetic. The potential side effects and risks associated with ketamine usage must be 

carefully considered before implementing it as a treatment option. These side effects include hallucinations, 

confusion, and increased heart rate, among others.77 It is crucial to thoroughly assess the potential benefits and 

drawbacks of using ketamine in order to ensure patient safety during treatment. 

Furthermore, ethical concerns related to patient consent and safety during ketamine treatment cannot be 

overlooked. Informed consent is essential in any medical intervention, and patients must be fully aware of the 

risks and benefits associated with ketamine therapy.78 Additionally, measures should be put in place to ensure the 

physical and psychological well-being of patients throughout the treatment process. 

To address these concerns, it is necessary to establish comprehensive guidelines and protocols for the 

administration of ketamine as a treatment for cocaine use disorder. These guidelines should prioritize patient 

safety by ensuring proper informed consent procedures are followed and that healthcare professionals are 

adequately trained in administering ketamine therapy. 

In conclusion, while there may be potential benefits to repurposing ketamine for treating cocaine use 

disorder in Ghana, careful consideration must be given to the potential side effects and risks associated with its 

usage. Ethical concerns surrounding patient consent and safety during treatment also need to be addressed 

through comprehensive guidelines and protocols. By doing so, we can maximize the potential benefits of this 

innovative approach while minimizing any harm or ethical dilemmas that may arise. 

 

4.2 Implementation Of Proper Guidelines, Monitoring, And Regulations For Mitigating These Ethical 

Risks 

Ketamine, a widely used anesthetic and analgesic medication, has recently gained attention for its potential in 

treating cocaine use disorder (CUD) in Ghana. However, as with any medical intervention, the repurposing of 

ketamine raises significant ethical considerations that must be carefully addressed. This paper aims to argue that 

through the implementation of proper guidelines, monitoring, and regulations, these ethical risks can be 

effectively mitigated in Ghana. 

One crucial aspect of addressing the ethical concerns surrounding the repurposing of ketamine is 

establishing a robust monitoring and regulation system. By closely monitoring the administration and use of 

ketamine for CUD treatment, potential risks such as abuse or diversion can be minimized.79 Several countries 

have already implemented successful monitoring and regulation practices in this regard. 

For instance, in Canada, where ketamine is approved for various medical purposes including anesthesia and 

pain management but not specifically for CUD treatment, strict regulations are enforced to prevent misuse. The 

country's Controlled Drugs and Substances Act ensures that only licensed healthcare professionals can prescribe 

ketamine while maintaining comprehensive records of its usage. This system allows authorities to closely 

monitor both patients' progress and any potential deviations from established guidelines.80 

Similarly, Australia has implemented a nationwide monitoring program known as Real-Time Prescription 

Monitoring (RTPM). This initiative enables healthcare providers to access real-time information about patients' 

prescription history related to controlled substances like ketamine.81 By doing so, Australia can identify any 

unusual patterns or potential risks associated with the use of such medications. 



Journal of Health, Medicine and Nursing                                                                                                                                          www.iiste.org 

ISSN 2422-8419     An International Peer-reviewed Journal  

Vol.111, 2023 

 

42 

While the repurposing of ketamine for treating CUD in Ghana presents ethical challenges, these issues can 

be effectively mitigated through proper guidelines, monitoring systems similar to those practiced in Canada and 

Australia. Such measures will not only minimize potential risks but also ensure that this innovative treatment 

option remains safe and beneficial for individuals seeking help with their cocaine addiction. 

4.2.1 Monitoring And Regulation In Other Countries: 

Monitoring and regulation play a crucial role in mitigating ethical risks associated with the repurposing of 

ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder, not only in Ghana but also in other countries. For instance, in the 

United States, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has implemented strict guidelines to govern the use of 

ketamine for any medical purpose. These guidelines ensure that healthcare professionals adhere to standardized 

protocols when prescribing ketamine to patients.82 The FDA requires regular monitoring of patients receiving 

ketamine treatment, including frequent assessments of their mental health status and potential side effects. This 

rigorous monitoring helps identify any adverse reactions or misuse of the drug, ensuring patient safety.83 

Furthermore, other countries have also implemented comprehensive regulations and monitoring systems to 

address ethical concerns surrounding ketamine's repurposing. In Canada, for example, Health Canada regulates 

the use of ketamine through its Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA). This act classifies ketamine as a 

Schedule III controlled substance due to its potential for abuse and diversion.84 By categorizing it as such, Health 

Canada imposes strict regulations on its production, distribution, and prescription. The CDSA ensures that only 

authorized healthcare professionals can prescribe ketamine for legitimate medical purposes while preventing its 

misuse or illegal trade.85 

Similarly, Australia has established a robust regulatory framework through its Therapeutic Goods 

Administration (TGA). The TGA closely monitors the use of ketamine by requiring healthcare professionals to 

obtain special permissions before prescribing it off-label for conditions like cocaine use disorder.86 This 

oversight ensures that patients receive appropriate care while minimizing potential risks associated with off-label 

usage.87 

Moreover, countries such as Norway have taken additional measures to mitigate ethical concerns 

surrounding ketamine's repurposing by implementing national registries.88 These registries track every 

prescription issued for substances like ketamine and allow authorities to monitor patterns of prescribing behavior 

across different regions within the country.89 Such data-driven surveillance helps identify any irregularities or 

excessive prescriptions that may indicate unethical practices or potential misuse. 

Monitoring and regulation are essential components in mitigating ethical risks associated with the 

repurposing of ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder. By implementing guidelines and monitoring systems 

like those seen in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Norway, countries can ensure proper usage of 

ketamine while minimizing the potential for abuse or unethical practices. These examples demonstrate how 

comprehensive regulations can be effective in addressing ethical concerns surrounding ketamine's repurposing. It 

is imperative that Ghana learns from these experiences and establishes its own robust regulatory framework to 

ensure the safe and ethical use of ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder within its borders. 

In sum, the ethical considerations surrounding the repurposing of ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder 

in Ghana can be effectively mitigated through the implementation of proper guidelines, monitoring, and 

regulations. While there are valid concerns about potential risks and misuse of ketamine, it is important to 

recognize that these issues can be addressed and minimized with appropriate measures in place. 

Monitoring and regulation have proven to be successful strategies in other countries when it comes to 

managing the ethical challenges associated with ketamine's repurposing. For instance, countries like Canada and 

Australia have implemented strict protocols for the use of ketamine in treating various disorders, including 

substance abuse. These protocols involve close monitoring of patients' progress, regular assessments by 

healthcare professionals, and adherence to specific dosage guidelines. By implementing similar measures in 

Ghana, it is possible to ensure that the ethical considerations surrounding ketamine's repurposing are adequately 

addressed. 

Furthermore, other countries have also established regulatory bodies or committees responsible for 

overseeing the use of ketamine in medical settings. These bodies play a crucial role in setting standards, 

reviewing research proposals, and ensuring compliance with ethical guidelines. By establishing a similar 

regulatory framework in Ghana specifically tailored to address the ethical concerns related to ketamine's 

repurposing for cocaine use disorder treatment, it will be possible to provide a robust system that safeguards 

patient safety while promoting responsible use. 

In conclusion, while there are legitimate ethical concerns surrounding ketamine's repurposing for treating 

cocaine use disorder in Ghana, these risks can be effectively mitigated through proper guidelines, monitoring 

mechanisms inspired by successful examples from other countries such as Canada and Australia. By 

implementing comprehensive regulations and establishing dedicated regulatory bodies or committees responsible 

for overseeing its usage ethically sound manner can be ensured. 
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5.0 Legal Constraints on Using Ketamine for Treating CUD in Ghana 

The use of ketamine as a potential treatment for cocaine use disorder has gained significant attention in recent 

years. However, the implementation of such treatment methods is hindered by legal constraints in various 

countries, including Ghana.90 This last section aims to explore the current legal restrictions on the medical usage 

of ketamine in Ghana, discuss possible challenges related to the regulatory approval process, and present 

examples from other countries where legal barriers were overcome. 

Firstly, it is essential to understand the existing legal restrictions on the medical usage of ketamine in Ghana. 

The country's Narcotics Control Board (NACOB) strictly regulates substances classified as narcotics or 

psychotropic drugs.91 As ketamine falls under both categories, its medical application faces stringent limitations. 

These regulations primarily aim to prevent misuse and abuse of controlled substances due to their potential for 

addiction and recreational use. 

Additionally, this section will address the challenges related to obtaining regulatory approval for using 

ketamine as a treatment for cocaine use disorder in Ghana. The complex nature of drug approval processes often 

involves rigorous clinical trials and safety assessments before any substance can be deemed suitable for 

therapeutic purposes. Understanding these challenges is crucial in comprehending why legal constraints exist 

and how they impact access to potentially effective treatments. 

Furthermore, this paper will provide examples from other countries that have successfully overcome legal 

barriers surrounding ketamine's usage for medical purposes. By examining these cases, we can gain insights into 

potential strategies that could be implemented in Ghana to facilitate access to this innovative treatment option. 

Thus, this paper will shed light on the current legal constraints pertaining to the medical usage of ketamine 

in Ghana regarding treating cocaine use disorder. It will discuss challenges related to regulatory approval 

processes while providing examples from other countries where similar obstacles were successfully overcome. 

By addressing these issues comprehensively with supporting references, we can foster a better understanding of 

how legal frameworks impact access to potentially efficacious treatments like ketamine therapy. 

 

5.1 Efficacy Of Ketamine In Treating Cocaine Use Disorder: 

The efficacy of ketamine in treating cocaine use disorder has been widely studied, with promising results. 

However, in Ghana, there are currently legal restrictions on the medical usage of ketamine. These restrictions 

stem from concerns over its potential for abuse and addiction, as well as the lack of comprehensive research and 

regulations surrounding its use. The Narcotic Drugs Control Board (NDCB) in Ghana strictly regulates the 

importation, distribution, and use of controlled substances like ketamine. 

One possible challenge related to the regulatory approval process for using ketamine in treating cocaine use 

disorder is the need for extensive clinical trials and data collection. Ghanaian authorities require substantial 

evidence to support the safety and efficacy of any new treatment before granting approval. This can be a time-

consuming and resource-intensive process that may hinder access to potentially life-saving treatments for 

individuals struggling with cocaine use disorder. 

The NDCB in Ghana strictly regulates the importation, distribution, and use of controlled substances like 

ketamine.92 These regulations reflect concerns over the potential for abuse and addiction associated with 

ketamine. The need for extensive clinical trials and data collection is a significant challenge in obtaining 

regulatory approval for using ketamine in treating cocaine use disorder. This time-consuming process has been 

observed in various countries worldwide.93 

Examples from other countries where legal barriers were overcome can provide insights into how Ghana 

might navigate similar challenges. In the United States, for instance, there has been a growing recognition of 

ketamine's therapeutic potential beyond anesthesia. As a result, several clinics have emerged offering ketamine-

assisted psychotherapy for various mental health conditions, including substance use disorders.94 Despite initial 

skepticism from regulators and some members of the medical community, these clinics have successfully 

integrated ketamine into their treatment protocols by demonstrating its safety and effectiveness through rigorous 

research studies.95 

Another example comes from Australia,96 where researchers conducted a randomized controlled trial 

investigating the efficacy of intranasal ketamine in reducing cocaine cravings among individuals with cocaine 

dependence. The study found significant reductions in cravings among participants who received intranasal 

ketamine compared to those who received a placebo. These findings contributed to a shift in regulatory attitudes 

towards using ketamine as an adjunctive treatment for substance use disorders. 

According to a study by Morgan et al.,97 individuals receiving intranasal ketamine experienced reduced 

cravings compared to those receiving a placebo. This study provides evidence for the potential efficacy of 

ketamine in treating cocaine use disorder. 

The legal constraints on using ketamine for treating cocaine use disorder in Ghana pose significant 

challenges to accessing potentially effective treatments. However, examples from other countries demonstrate 

that regulatory barriers can be overcome through rigorous research and evidence-based practices. By conducting 
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comprehensive clinical trials and generating robust data on ketamine's safety and efficacy, Ghana could pave the 

way for improved treatment options for individuals struggling with cocaine use disorder. 

In concluding this section, it is noteworthy that the current legal restrictions on the medical usage of 

ketamine in Ghana pose significant challenges for treating cocaine use disorder. The strict regulations and lack of 

recognition of ketamine as a potential treatment option hinder its availability and accessibility to patients in need. 

The regulatory approval process further complicates the situation, as it requires extensive research and evidence 

to prove the efficacy and safety of ketamine in treating cocaine use disorder. 

However, there are examples from other countries where legal barriers have been overcome. For instance, 

in the United States, ketamine has been approved for use in treating depression and is administered by licensed 

healthcare professionals. This demonstrates that with proper research, evidence-based practices, and regulatory 

frameworks, legal constraints can be overcome to provide effective treatment options. 

To address these challenges in Ghana, it is crucial to advocate for a comprehensive review of existing 

regulations surrounding ketamine usage. This should involve collaboration between policymakers, healthcare 

professionals, researchers, and addiction specialists to gather evidence on the efficacy of ketamine in treating 

cocaine use disorder. Additionally, efforts should be made to raise awareness among stakeholders about the 

potential benefits of using ketamine as part of a comprehensive treatment approach. 

In summary, while legal constraints currently limit the medical usage of ketamine for treating cocaine use 

disorder in Ghana, there is hope for change through evidence-based advocacy and collaboration among key 

stakeholders. By addressing these issues head-on and learning from successful examples from other countries 

like the United States, Ghana can pave the way towards more accessible and effective treatments for individuals 

struggling with cocaine use disorder. 

 

6.0 Conclusion  

In conclusion, the repurposing of ketamine as a potential treatment for mental health disorders in Ghana is a 

topic that warrants further exploration. Despite the ethical and legal constraints surrounding its use, the potential 

benefits it offers cannot be ignored. Throughout this paper, we have discussed the history and current use of 

ketamine, its potential as a treatment for mental health disorders, and the ethical and legal concerns associated 

with its repurposing. 

Firstly, we explored the history of ketamine and its current use as an anesthetic and analgesic agent. 

Ketamine has been used safely for decades in medical settings and has proven to be effective in managing pain. 

Its unique mechanism of action makes it an attractive candidate for repurposing as a treatment for mental health 

disorders. 

Secondly, we discussed the growing body of evidence supporting ketamine's efficacy in treating various 

mental health disorders such as depression, anxiety, PTSD, and addiction. Numerous studies have shown rapid 

antidepressant effects with ketamine administration, even in individuals who have not responded to traditional 

treatments. This suggests that ketamine could potentially offer hope to those suffering from treatment-resistant 

mental health conditions. 

However, despite these promising findings, there are ethical concerns surrounding the use of ketamine for 

non-medical purposes. The recreational use of ketamine has led to abuse and addiction issues in some countries. 

Additionally, there are legal constraints regarding its availability and administration outside of medical settings. 

Despite these concerns, it is important to emphasize the importance of exploring ketamine's repurposing for 

mental health treatment in Ghana. Mental health disorders are a significant burden on individuals and society at 

large. The limited availability of effective treatments exacerbates this burden further. 

To address these ethical and legal concerns while promoting the exploration of ketamine's repurposing in 

Ghana, several steps can be taken: 

1) Conduct further research: More research is needed to better understand how ketamine works in the context 

of mental health disorders and to determine optimal dosing and administration protocols. This research 

should also focus on identifying potential risks and developing strategies to mitigate them. 

2) Develop guidelines and regulations: Clear guidelines and regulations should be established to ensure the 

safe and responsible use of ketamine for mental health treatment. These guidelines should address issues 

such as patient selection, monitoring, and follow-up care. 

3) Increase awareness and education: Public awareness campaigns can help dispel misconceptions about 

ketamine's potential for abuse and addiction. Education programs targeting healthcare professionals can 

also help increase knowledge about ketamine's repurposing as a treatment option. 

In conclusion, despite ethical and legal constraints, exploring the repurposing of ketamine for mental health 

treatment in Ghana is crucial. The potential benefits it offers in terms of rapid antidepressant effects make it a 

promising avenue to explore. By conducting further research, developing guidelines, and increasing awareness, 

we can address the ethical concerns while promoting the safe use of ketamine for mental health disorders in 

Ghana. 
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