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ABSTRACT 

The objective of this study has been to determine the major underlying factors that influence the choice of senior 

high schools. To this end, a survey of 510 BECE candidates in Junior High Schools in Nungua, a community in 

Accra, was conducted. The students were asked to indicate their opinions on twenty seven variables on a five-

point Likert scale. The data generated from the survey were multivariate in structure since 27 variables were 

recorded on 510 respondents. The was data explored, using frequency distributions of the responses  

The research revealed that Controlled social atmosphere is the most influential factor that underlies the selection 

of senior high schools. A second most influential factor is parental guidance/individual needs. Quality of 

education and the location of the school are the other factors that cannot be ignored.  
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1. Introduction 

School selection can be a difficult process for many Junior High School graduates and their parents in Ghana. 

There are many factors that go into deciding which is the right school . Gorard (1999) analyzed four different 

studies of school choice and compiled them into five main groups: Academic (for example, the quality of teaching 

staff) situational/convenience (for example, proximity to home) organizational, selective (for example, ability and 

religion) and security (for example, discipline). According to Bossetti (2004), most parents place a strong 

emphasis on academic reasons in order to select a particular schools or types of schools because they perceive that 

their children will excel academically and have a better educational path there. Elacqua et al. (2005) found 

empirical evidence that parents across all school types (both public and private) rated academic reasons as the most 

important factor in their school choice. Schneider and Buckley (2002) observed parents’ search patterns of 

schools on an educational website and found that, on average, parents looked  at schools  that performed 

better academically (higher reading and mathematics scores) as their search progressed. In other words, 

parents eliminated schools with poor academic performance. Other studies confirm academic reasons as central 

in parental school choice (Armor and Peiser,1998; Denessen et al 2005; Goldring and Hausman, 1999; Moe, 

1995; Weiher and Tedin, 2002). Another group of academic reasons include quality of education, and others 

focus on the attainment of academic achievement, which parents link to: Good quality teaching staff (Hammond 

and Dennison, 1995),Good choice of subjects (Woods, 1992),Good examination results (Solomon, 2003), 

Discipline (Goldring and Hausman, 1999), Good pupil behavior (Echols and Williams, 1995), Smaller class size 

(Kleitz et al., 2000), Morals (Bussell, 1998) and attention paid to each child (Denessen et al 2005). Elacqua et al. 

(2005) report that almost every category of parents of different educational levels  mentioned the importance of the 

quality of education in selecting a school. Out of the 17 elicited school choice reasons, Denessen et al. (2005) 

found that quality of education was the most important school choice reason. Examination results are an indicator 

of quality of education. A study on parental preference and school choice in the UK revealed that 64% of parents 

indicated a school’s good examination results was one of the reasons for their school choice (Collins and Snell, 

2000). Bridge and Blackman‘s study (1978) had 71% of parents mention location as a factor influencing their 

school choice. Similarly, Williams et al. (1983), who conducted a  nationwide  survey  in  Washington  DC  on  

parental  school choice,  found  that 15% of parents cited transportation or convenience as one of the most 

important factors in their selection of a school. In a study of school choice in the UK, Hunter (1991) found 

proximity to home to be one of the top four reasons (good discipline 15%, good exam results 15%, single sex 

13% and proximity to home 12%).West et al. (1995) report that when thinking about their first-named secondary 

schools, more parents cited proximity to home as a reason for selection over good academic results 19%, compared 

to 14%. Their results on second-named secondary schools produced similar findings 13%, compared to 10%per 

cent. This suggests that although most parents want the best academic school for their child, they still consider the 

distance factor important and are influenced by the travel time required to reach a school.Morgan et al. (1993) 

found parents included convenience as one of the five main school choice determinants (alongside ideological, 

educational, dissatisfaction and mixed marriages). Parents indicated that they sent their child to a particular school 

because it was the nearest school and it was easy to reach on their way to work (Morgan et al. (1993). 
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On average it takes about 16 years for a child to complete his or her education from basic to the University or 

Polytechnic in Ghana. Under the educational reforms implemented in 1987, they go through a three-year Junior 

High School system. This system prepares them to sit for the Basic Education Certificate Examination (BECE) 

at the end of the third year. Progression from the basic to the secondary is based primarily on the performance of 

the student in the Basic Education Certificate Examination. In 2011/2012 academic year  there were 14360  

recognize  public primary school, 5473 recognize private primary schools ,8336 recognize public Junior High 

Schools,3231 recognize private  Junior High Schools, 515 recognize public Senior High Schools,242 recognize 

private senior high schools,141 recognize public technical and vocational institutions, 106 recognize private 

technical and vocational institutions , 38 recognize public  Colleges of education,1 recognize private  College of 

education, 10 Polytechnics, 60 Universities which includes 9 public universities serving a population of  over 24 

million. This means that most Ghanaians have relatively easy access to good education.  Placement of students 

from Junior High School to Senior High School was done manually from 1990 to 2004. In 2005 the Government 

introduced a computerized system of placement. During the first placement exercise in 2005, 151,016 out of a 

total of 177,070 qualified candidates representing 85.3% were placed in senior high and technical schools. In 

2006, 308,379 BECE candidates registered with 160,119 qualifying for placement. A total of 145,961 candidates 

were placed but 3,031 did not take up their admission. More than 188,881 candidates were placed in 2007 while 

179,000 were placed in 2008.This paper seeks to identify factors considered by Junior High School students in 

Nungua in the process of selecting Senior High School to attend. The data for the study was collected from five 

(5) Junior High Schools in Nungua through the use of structured questionnaires. The remaining of the paper is 

organized as follows: Section 2 describe the methodology 

 

2. Methodology     

The study was conducted in Nungua a sub metro in the Ledzokuku Krowor Municipal Assembly, one of the 

newly created municipalities established on 1st November, 2007 and inaugurated on 29th February 2008, under 

the Legislative Instrument (LI 1815).With a total land area estimated at 50 square kilometers and an estimated 

population of 261,571 in 2008, the general population density is calculated as 5,231 persons per square 

kilometer. 

The census figures for the 2010 population and housing census revealed that the Municipality is populated by 

people from various ethnic backgrounds with the Ga Adangbe Group (of which the indigenous Gas belong) 

making up a majority 44.3% followed by the Akans 34.8% and Ewes 12.4%.In order to achieve the stated 

objectives of the research, the researcher used questionnaire  to randomly  obtained data  from five hundred and 

ten (510) form three students from eight(8) out of thirteen(13)Junior High Schools located in Nungua .  Twenty-

seven variables on considerations for school selection were identified and the respondents were asked to rate the 

variables on a five point scale with 1 being Very unimportant  and 5 being Very important. For easy reference, 

the variables are defined below. 

 1
X - Close to where I live  ,                              2

X -School has boarding facilities 

3
X  -School has produced my role model           4

X  - Financial constraints  

5
X  -Subjects the school offers                          6

X   - School has produced great men 

7
X - High disciplinary training                          8

X
  

- My friends are in the school 

9
X - Recommended by teachers                   

10
X - School is good in extra curricula activities 

11
X - Good academic records                      

12
X -Does not impose too much restriction on students  

13
X - Advised by my parents                          

 14
X - School that can help me achieve my future goals 

15
X - Restrictions of computerized selection procedure      

16
X - Health problems  

17
X -School has day facilities                                          
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18
X - Able to meet my special needs 

19
X - School is in a town where a relative lives            

20
X - Prepare me for my future profession 

21
X - A relation is an old student of the school      

22
X - Can easily adapt to the environment of the    school 

23
X -Just want to attend school outside my region of residence 

24
X -Develop other potentials apart from academics     

25
X - Most of my friends have chosen that school                      

26
X - Located close to urban centre 

27
X -Close to Accra 

3. RESULTS 
The data was explored to identify the basic patterns exhibited by the variables under study. The tool used in the 

exploration includes percentages, frequencies and other routine techniques. 

 

3.1 Analysis of Responses on the Indicator Variables 

 The results of the analysis of the responses on the twenty seven indicator variables which were measured using 

the following scale: Very unimportant --1,     Not important--2,     Not sure -- 3,     Important-- 4,     Very 

important-- 5 are discuss below.                        

On the first indicator variable majority of the respondents disagree about the importance of where one lives in 

choosing a secondary school. A few of them constituting about (35%) do find this variable as an important 

consideration for their choice of secondary school. Thus, a consideration for the closeness to where one lives 

does not appear to be popular among respondents. 

On the second indicator variable majority  (62%)  of  the students consider the variable 2X - School has 

boarding facilities  as very important. Sixteen percent (16%)of the respondents were not sure of considering the 

school’s boarding facilities as a factor in the selection of school. Cumulatively, only 22% do not find the 

school’s boarding facilities as important. Thus, a lot of consideration is given to boarding facilities in choosing a 

school by respondents. 

About 32% considered the indicator variable 3X
 
as not important in the selection of the type of school to attend 

after JHS. 57% considered the indicator variable as important. Thus, the indicator 3X  appears to be quite 

popular among the respondents. 

Majority (73%) considers financial constraints as important in the selection of school. 

Only a few (9%) of the respondents consider the variable as not important. This shows that 

one’s financial position appear to be an issue many will not overlook in choosing a schools. 

77% of the respondents consider the variable, 5X as important. Only 9% were not sure of considering the 

subjects the school offers, and still about 14% would consider subjects the school offer as unimportant. Thus, the 

consideration of 5X
 
appears to be very crucial for respondents.   On the variable  6X  - School has produced 

great men only few number of respondents consider this issue as important .This means that the issue of being 

able to produce great men by the school is not popular among respondents. 

 On the seventh variable ( 7
X - High disciplinary training)  majority of respondents consider it as an important 

factor in the selection of school. This is evident as  74% of  the respondents view the variable as very important. 

Thus the consideration 7X - High disciplinary training is very popular among the respondents. 

 Majority (72%) of the students consider the indicator variable, 8
X -My friends are in the school as unimportant 

factor in school selection.15% of respondents consider the variable as important. It can be concluded that the 

consideration does not appear to be popular among respondents.  Less than half of the respondents consider the 

indicator variable 9
X - Recommended by teachers as important factor in school selection. On this issue, we see 
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that close to 30% of respondents are unable to determine its significance. Generally, the distribution shows wide 

variability in opinions on the significance of teachers influence in school selection.   

The most observed reactions to this variable are those who agree to its importance. However, it can also be seen 

that almost the same number who consider 10X
 
to  be crucial also do not find its important or are unable to 

express their opinion. Thus, on the whole there exist wide differences in opinion on the relevance of being good 

in extra curricula activities in a school of one’s choice. Majority of the respondents considers the indicator 

variable 11
X - Good academic records important in the selection of the school they would attend after JHS. Only 

a small number of the respondents consider the variable as unimportant. Thus, the consideration of good 

academic records of the school appears to be very popular among respondents.   

There was wide variability in opinion on the significance of imposition of restriction on students. On this issue, 

about a quarter (129 out of 510) of the respondents  are undecided on its importance.  It appears that on the 

whole, less number of respondents agrees to the issue of being strict on students than those who do not. Thus, 

imposition of restrictions on students appears not to be popular with respondents.  

A little over half the number of respondents supported the involvement of parents in school selection. Only a few 

(about 21%) of them  are not sure of the relevance of parents involvement in the selection. Thus, just a slim 

majority are in favour of parental guidance in school selection.  

 The  distribution of responses on the contribution of the school to achieving one’s future grade is negatively 

skewed. This means that a large number of respondents find it necessary to attend a school that would guarantee 

the future for them.  We also find out  that a number of respondents do not find this criterion necessary; a few are 

undecided about this variable. Thus, it is a popular consideration among BECE candidates surveyed that the 

senior secondary school to attend must be that which prepares the candidate to achieve set grades.  

Majotity   of the respondents considered the variable 15
X - Restrictions of computerized selection  procedure  as 

important in the school selection. That is, a large number of the respondents support computerized placement 

into schools. Thus, computerization of school selection is popular among the respondents 

There was wide variability in opinion on the relevance of considering health issues in the choice of a school. 

That is, consideration for health issues is debatable among the respondents. We also observe that on this issue, 

about a fifth of the respondents are undecided on its importance.  

A slight majority (53.7%) of respondents agree that  a consideration should be made for day facilities in their 

selected school. Of those who have contrary view, about half of them are undecided about whether or not day 

facilities are necessary.  

 ‘‘Special needs’’ is also an indicator variable on which responses were measured. A large number of 

respondents find it necessary to consider the capability of the chosen school to provide for their special needs.   

Thus, consideration for one’s special needs is popular among the respondents.  

The next variable considered is 19
X - School is in a town where a relative lives. We observe that wide 

variability exists  in the responses on this consideration. A little less than half the number of respondents see 

closeness to a relative as necessary. Almost a fifth of the respondents strongly disagree to the relevance of 

selecting a school in a place where a relation lives.  On the whole, the importance of selecting a school in a town 

where a relation lives is a debatable issue.    

Another variable considered is 20
X - Prepare me for my future profession.  It was observed that  the responses 

on this issue is highly negatively skewed. The negative skewnes suggests that  an overwhelming majority of the 

respondents are of the view that they consider the variable as very important in their school selection. What this 

means is that majority of the students would want to go to a school that would prepare them for their future 

profession. It is interesting to observe that a few candidates do not find this variable as important, though this 

group constitutes an insignificant minority. 

 The next variable of study is 21
X - A relation is an old student of the school. The response on  this variable  

shows that close to a third of the respondents are not decided on the import of giving consideration to a relation 

being an old student.  The remaining respondents appear to be split on the importance of this variable. Almost 

the same number that disagrees to the relevance of the variable also agrees.  Thus, there exists some amount of 

variability in opinion on the importance of considering a relation who is an old student of one’s school of choice.  

The other variable of study is 22
X - Can easily adapt to the school environment. It was clear from the responses  

that a large number of respondents were undecided on this variable 

This number constitutes a little more than a quarter of the respondents. Generally, opinions are varied on the 

relevance of adaptability to environment in school selection.   
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 On the variable 23
X - Just want to attend school outside my region of residence. About half of the respondents 

think that it is desirable to attend a school away from one’s region of residence. About 19% are not decided on 

this issue whilst the remaining 31% think that this  is not an issue to consider. Thus, in general, the importance of 

23X  is acknowledged by some slight majority of the respondents. 

The variable 24
X -Can develop other potentials apart from academics is the next variable considered. It was 

observed that majority of the respondents endorse the importance of this variable. This number is close to two-

thirds of the respondents. Thus the idea of developing non-academic potentials is a laudable one for most of the 

candidates. Again, we observe that a large proportion (23.5%) of the candidates have their minds not made up on 

the relevance of this consideration.   Some 10% of the candidates do not see the need for developing other 

potentials apart from what would prepare them to achieve their academic grades. 

 Another variable considered was the  variable 25
X - Most of my friends have chosen that school. We see that 

much more people disagree to the relevance of this variable than those who agree.  The distribution therefore is 

positively skewed. A large number of respondents are not decided on whether or not it is important to have most 

friends in the same school.   

Very few (about 5%) think that it is absolutely necessary to consider this variable. Thus, it is clear that 

consideration for friends in the same school is not a popular one among the respondents.   

The  next variable considered  was the variable 26
X - Located close to urban centre . About 23% of the 

respondents   were undecided. Majority think that they would not like their school to be sited close to urban 

centre. The number that disagrees constitutes about 43% of the respondents. The remaining number that supports 

the assertion forms about a third of the respondents. Thus, acceptance for choosing a school that is located in 

urban centre is not overwhelming.  

 Last in the list of variables examined in this study is  27
X -Close to Accra. We see that opinion on the relevance 

of this variable is varied. Large number of respondents agrees to the importance of this variable; and equally 

large number disagrees to its relevance.  About 20% of respondents are undecided. Thus, the importance of 

attending secondary school in Accra is debatable among the BECE candidates who reside in Accra.  

 

3.2. General Comparison  of Responses on the indicator variables 

Responses on a number of variables exhibited large variability. These variables are listed as follows:   

9X - Recommended by teachers; 

12X - Does not impose too much restriction on students; 

16X - Health problems; 

19X - School is in a town where a relative lives; 

 22X - Can easily adapt to the school environment;   

27X -Close to Accra. 

It can be seen that generally, these variables  cover issues that are concerned with convenience and discipline.  

The distribution on very few of the variables exhibited positive skewness; indeed, it was only on two variables 

that this pattern was very obvious. These variables are: 

 8X - My friends are in the school; 

      25X - Most of my friends have chosen that school. 

It is obvious that these two variables are related. It is not surprising that the distributions on them are also 

related. This means that opinion on the issue of having friends in the same school is consistently seen as 

generally not relevant.   

Support for consideration of some variables was overwhelming. These variables are:  

 5
X - Subjects the school offer; 

 7
X - High disciplinary training; 

 11
X - Good academic records; 

   14X - School that can help me achieve my future goals; 
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    18X - Able to meet special needs; 

   20X - Prepare me for my future profession. 

We observe that these variables are related. It is thus not surprising that the responses on them are also related. 

We see that generally, these variables cover issues that are concerned with academic work.   

On all the variables some respondents were undecided about their relevance in school selection. For some of 

these variables, the number that found them difficult determining their importance was prominent. These 

variables are: 

 12
X - Does not impose too much restriction on students; 

 21X - A relation is an old student of the school; 

 22
X - Can easily adapt to the school environment. 

We see that these variables are concerned with convenience or discipline of the school. Thus, this group of 

variables is similar to the first in this section. It was observed that the variable 21X - A relation is an old 

student of the school is the one consideration on whose importance candidates are undecided the most. It will 

be recalled that on the issue of a relation being an old student, close to a third of the respondents were not sure 

of its relevance in school selection. 

 

4. Discussions 
This study has been concerned with the study of factors that influence the selection of senior secondary schools 

by final year students of Nungua Junior High Schools. The data was obtained on twenty seven variables that 

are indicators of the latent factors of school selection.  

Preliminary analyses of the data made use of routine exploratory methods such as a study of the distributions 

of the responses on the study variables.  It was realized that the patterns of the distributions on some groups of 

variables were similar. Two of the variables were seen as unpopular considerations in the selection of schools. 

These were concerned with having friends in the same selected school. There was overwhelming support for 

six of the variables. The six variables generally covered issues that were concerned with the academic 

performance in the school. Consideration for six of the variables in school selection was highly debatable. 

These variables generally covered issues that were concerned with convenience and discipline. It was also 

realized that on some of  the twenty seven variables, some candidates were unable to determine their 

importance in school selection. 

One thing that is worthy of discussion from the study is that, on all the variables a good number of respondents 

were not sure of their relevance in the selection of schools. This is even surprising in the case where one would 

think the variable in question must be an obvious consideration in school selection. For example, one would 

have thought that the following variables are absolutely necessary in school selection: 14X - The only school 

that can help me achieve my future grades  and 20X - Prepare me for my future profession. However, we 

observe that a number of respondents think otherwise. This brings to the fore the need for some external 

intervention in the selection of schools by BECE candidates.  

However, the relative importance of the factors in this work defers from those in the literature. For example, 

academic reasons have been identified by many researchers Coldron and Boulton, (1991)  Bossetti, (2004); 

Bauch and Goldring, (1995), Elacqua et al., 2005) to be the most important factor in school selection. However, 

in this study, we observe that the most important factor is controlled social atmosphere. An indication of this 

factor is that a student should not have (too many) friends from his former basic school in the same school. 

According to the respondents they are of the opinion that, perhaps, if too many ‘‘old’’ friends find themselves 

in the school, they may get unnecessarily distracted from their academic work. Similar to the academic reasons 

in the literature, this work identifies a factor that may be best referred to as quality of education. This factor is 

the third most important factor. Indicators of quality education are high disciplinary training, good academic 

record of the school and guarantee of obtaining the desired grade.  

Proximity is another factor that has been identified in the literature as an important consideration in school 

selection. Similar to this factor is what has been identified in this work as the location factor, which is the 

fourth most important. By location, respondents rather mean lack of proximity to their home or those of 

relatives. We see that this fourth factor is consistent with that of the first. We recall that the respondents for this 

study live in Accra, and on the issue of selecting a school in Accra, opinions varied widely. Also, on the issue 

of selecting a school close to where one lives, more respondents disagreed than agreed.   
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5.Conclusions and Recommendations 
The study looked at factors analysis of selection of senior high schools , using data collected from BECE 

candidates at the Junior High Schools at Nungua, a community in Accra. The objective was to identify the 

factors, if any, that influence the choice of senior high schools. At the end of the analysis, four main factors 

were found to underlie the selection of secondary schools.  

In order of importance, the four factors that influence school selection  are: the controlled social atmosphere of 

the school; the parental guidance/individual needs of the student; the quality of education offered at the school 

and the location of the school.  

Indicators of the first factor concern issues that are likely to help to eliminate destructions from the main 

academic on school campus. These distractive tendencies include having (too many) friends in the same school 

from one’s former basic school. Another measure for controlling the social atmosphere is the imposition of 

some level of restriction on students.  

The objective of this work was to identify the major latent factors of selection of secondary schools by BECE 

candidates. The determination of these four factors clearly realizes the main purpose of the work. Students of 

junior high schools and their guardians can now be guided by these findings to make informed choices of 

schools. Thus, by the findings of this work, the  hope is  to reduce the risk on a child’s future that is associated 

with school choice. 

 

REFERENCES 
Armor,  D.  &  Peiser, B.  (1998). Inter-district Choice in Massachusetts. Learning    from School Choice, 

Washington D. C: Brookings Institution Press. 

Bagley, C.  (1996). Black and white unite or fight? The radicalized dimension of        schooling and   

parental choice.  British Educational Research Journal, 22, 569-580.   

Bauch, P. & Goldring,E. (1995). Parent involvement and school responsiveness: Facilitating the home-

school connection in schools of choice. Journal of  Educational Evaluation and Policy Analysis, 17, 1-22.  

Bossetti, L. (2004). Determinants of school choice: Understanding how parents choose  elementary schools 

in Alberta.  Journal of Education Policy, 19, 387-405. 

Bridge, G. & Blackman, J. (1978). A study of alternatives in American education. Family  choice in 

education, 4. Santa Monica, CA: Rand Corporation. 

 Bussell, H. (1998).Parental choice of primary school: An application of  Methodology.The Service 

Industries Journal, 18, 135-147. 

Clewell, B. & Joy, F. (1990). Choice in Montclair New Jersey: A policy informationpaper. Princeton, NJ: 

Education testing service, Policy information centre. 

Coldron, J. & Boulton P. (1991). Happiness as a criterion of parents choice of school.  Journal of 

Education Policy, 6, 169-178.  

Collins, A. & Snell, M.  (2000).  Parental preferences and choice of school.     Applied  Economics, 32,  

803-813.  

David, M. Davies,  J.  Edwards, R.  Reay, D. & Standing, K. (1996).  Motheringand education: Reflexivity 

and feminist methodology, in  L.  Morley  & V. Walsh (Eds). Breaking boundaries: Women in higher 

education, London, Taylor and Francis.  

David, M. Davies, J. Edwards,  R. Reay, D.  &  Standing, K.  (1997).  Choice within  constraints: 

mothers and schooling. Gender and Education, 9, 397-410.  

Davis, H. & Rigaux, P.  (1974). Perception of Marital Roles in Decision Processes.  Journal of  Consumer 

Research, 1, 51-62.  

Denessen, E. Driessena, G. &  Sleegers, P. (2005). Segregation by a study of group-specific   reasons for 

school choice. Journal of Education Policy, 20, 347-368.  

Echols, F. & Williams, J. (1995). Reasons for school choice in Scotland.  Journal of  Education Policy, 10, 

143-56.  

Elacqua, G. Gobierno, E.  &  Ibanez, U. (2005). School choice in Chile: An analysis of    parental 

preferences and search behaviour. National centre for the study of   privatization in education, 2, 1-35.  

Fodness, D. (1992). The impact of family life cycle on the vacation decision making  process, Journal  of 

Travel Research, 31, 8-13.  

Gewirtz, S. Ball, S & Bowe, R. (1995). Markets, choice of an equity in education,  Buckingham, Open 

University Press.  

Glazerman, S.  (1997).  A  conditional logit model of elementary school: What do parents  value?  University 

of Chicago, Harris School of Public Policy 

Goldhaber, D. (2000).School choice: Do we know enough? Educational Researcher, 29, 21- 22.  

Goldring, E. & Hausman, C. (1999). Reasons  for parental choice of urban schools. Journal  of 



Journal of Education and Practice                                                                                                                                                      www.iiste.org 

ISSN 2222-1735 (Paper)   ISSN 2222-288X (Online) 

Vol.4, No.28, 2013 

 

98 

Education Policy, 14, 469-490.  

Gorard,  S. (1999). That about wraps it up for school choice research: A state of   the art  review. School 

Leadership and Management, 19, 25-47.  

Hammond, T.  & Dennison, B.  (1995). School choice in less populated areas,   Educational  

 Management and Administration, 23,104-13. 

Henig, J. (1996). The Local Dynamics of School Choice: Ethnic Preferences and         Institutional 

Responses, In Fuller, R.F. Elmore  & G. Orfield (Eds.), Who Loses?     Culture Institutions and the Unequal 

Effects of School Choice. New York, Teachers    College Press. 

Hunter, J. (1991). Which school? A study of parents’ choice of secondary school. Education   Research, 

3, 31-41. 

Jackson, C.  & Bisset,  M. (2005).  Gender and school choice: Factors influencing parents          when choosing 

single-sex or co-educational independent schools for their children.              Cambridge Journal of Education, 

35, 195-211.  

Jenkins, R. L. (1978).  Family vacation decision making. Journal of Travel Research,    16, 2-7.  

Kleitz, B. Weiher, G. Tedin, K. & Matland, R. (2000). Choice, charter schools and  household preferences. 

Social Science Quarterly, 81, 846-852.  

Lalwani,  A. Mehta, S. & Tiong, T. (1999). Family roles in    the   selection of schools in multiracial 

Singapore: An examination of demographic differences. Journal of Professional Services Marketing, 19, 73-

92.  

Levin, H. (1998). Educational vouchers: Effectiveness, choice and costs.  Journal of Policy  Analysis and 

Management, 17, 373-92.  

Moe, T.M. (1995).  Private Vouchers. In T. M. Moe 5
th
 ed, Stanford, CA: Hoover Institute Press.  

Morgan, V.  Dunn, S. Cairns, E.  & Fraser, G. (1993). How do  parents choose a school for their child? An 

example the exercise of parental choice. Educational Research, 35, 139-148.  

Petch, A. (1986) Parental choice at entry to primary school. Research Papers  in Education, 1, 26-7. 

Qualls, W.  (1982).  Changing sex roles its impact upon family decision making. Advances in  Consumer 

Research, 9, 267-270.  

Reay, D. & Ball, S. (1998).Making their minds up: Family dynamics of school choice. British  Educational 

Research Journal, 24, 431-448. 

Saporito, S.  (2003). Private choices and public consequences: Magnet  school choice and      segregation by race 

and poverty. Social Problem, 50, 181-203. 

Schneider, M. & Buckley, J. (2002). What do parents want from schools? Evidence  from the    internet.  

Educational evaluation and policy analysis, 24, 133-144.  

  Solomon, L. (2003). How parents grade their charter schools. Santa Monica, CA: Human   Resources 

Policy Corporation.  

Stafford, M.  (1996). Marital influence in the decision making process for services. The Journal     of Services 

Marketing, 10, 6-21.  

Taylor, C. (2001). Hierarchies and local markets: The geography of the lived market place in   secondary 

education provision.  Journal of Education Policy, 16, 197-214.   

Weiher, G. &Tedin, K. (2002). Does choice lead to racially distinctive schools? Charter   schools and 

household preferences. Journal of Policy Analysis and Management,    21, 79-92.  

West, A. David, M. Hailes, J. & Ribbens, J. (1995). Parents and the process of  choosing 

Secondary Schools: Implications for school. Educational Management and  Administration, 23, 28-38.  

Williams, M.  Hancher, K. &  Hunter, A. (1983). Parents and school choice: A household     survey. 

Washington D.C: Office of Educational Research and Improvement.   

Woods, P. (1992).  Choice, class and  effectiveness. School Effectiveness and School      Improvement, 

7, 324-341.  

Zeithaml V.  (1981). How consumer evaluation processes between goods and services.       Marketing of 

Services, 4, 186-190.  



This academic article was published by The International Institute for Science, 

Technology and Education (IISTE).  The IISTE is a pioneer in the Open Access 

Publishing service based in the U.S. and Europe.  The aim of the institute is 

Accelerating Global Knowledge Sharing. 

 

More information about the publisher can be found in the IISTE’s homepage:  

http://www.iiste.org 

 

CALL FOR JOURNAL PAPERS 

The IISTE is currently hosting more than 30 peer-reviewed academic journals and 

collaborating with academic institutions around the world.  There’s no deadline for 

submission.  Prospective authors of IISTE journals can find the submission 

instruction on the following page: http://www.iiste.org/journals/   The IISTE 

editorial team promises to the review and publish all the qualified submissions in a 

fast manner. All the journals articles are available online to the readers all over the 

world without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those inseparable from 

gaining access to the internet itself. Printed version of the journals is also available 

upon request of readers and authors.  

MORE RESOURCES 

Book publication information: http://www.iiste.org/book/ 

Recent conferences:  http://www.iiste.org/conference/ 

IISTE Knowledge Sharing Partners 

EBSCO, Index Copernicus, Ulrich's Periodicals Directory, JournalTOCS, PKP Open 

Archives Harvester, Bielefeld Academic Search Engine, Elektronische 

Zeitschriftenbibliothek EZB, Open J-Gate, OCLC WorldCat, Universe Digtial 

Library , NewJour, Google Scholar 

 

 

http://www.iiste.org/
http://www.iiste.org/journals/
http://www.iiste.org/book/
http://www.iiste.org/conference/

