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Abstract

This paper focused on entrepreneurship educatidfigarian Universities as a recipe for national@epment

in the 21st century. The sole aim of this papeswo highlight the place of entrepreneurial edooain
directing national development and possible chgksrof entrepreneurial education. Entrepreneadatation
was considered in this paper as the inculcatiothe citizenry appropriate skills, habits and corapees
necessary for self and paid employments. Inadeqfimnding, man power shortage, among others was
identified as the challenges of entrepreneurshipcaiibn in Nigerian Universities. It was recommeadhat
apart from improving the funding policy of the gowment, the Universities should strictly embracd &oilow

the entrepreneurship education policy of the fddgraernment.
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Introduction

Education is a public good that has assumed vaedgaeaning from society to society over the yeafis
notwithstanding, education is a lifelong procesd @erhaps an instrument of change, a potent ch&onel
ensuring the welfare of the people and equalizatidife chances. Infact, Okeke in Odiba(2008)lekped that
education is a process of learning which helpshia provision of suitable skills, training the yositfor
economics and cultural structures from generatiogeneration.

One might sincerely doubt the above stipulationceoning education in the face of gross unemploynaént
graduates at all levels of education. The youtHsigeria have occupied themselves by stealingedrmabbery,
kidnapping, youth restiveness and cultism. WHwase children are engaged in their own entreprehagyr
these crimes will be reduced to the barest mininfiMigbor & Mgbor2011). In spite of the challengesifay the
Nigerian economy, the federal government sees ¢iducas a veritable tool for individual and Natibna
Development (Federal Government of Nigeria, FRNO40

The National policy on education according to Od{2804) is purpose driven by stipulating the oJeral
objectives of education as building a free and de@at@ society; a just and egalitarian societynéad, strong
and self-reliant nation; a great and dynamic ecaaoopportunities for all citizens. It is only futhenal
education that can qualify a child to be self-malia This is where entrepreneurial education bexoralevant.
Conceptual framework

The conceptualization of entrepreneurship is frieh wmbiguities. In fact there is no dearth ofimiéons of
entrepreneurship. For instance, Koyede (2006) satsepreneurship as the willingness and abilityaof
individual to seek investment opportunities in arwvimnment and be able to establish and run anrgnge
successfully, based on identifiable opportuniti&evenson (2007) posited that entrepreneurshipeigursuit
of opportunities through innovative leverages cfotgces that for the most part are not controliedrnally.
Entrepreneurial education according to Bassey (RB0the inculcating in the citizenry appropriakéls, habits
and competences necessary for self and paid emplagm Colins & Jack cited by Akinseinde (2011}he
process of providing individuals with the ability tecognize business opportunities and the insggit,esteem,
knowledge and skills to act on them.

Suffice one to say that entrepreneurship is aluab@nsforming ideas into realities. These ida@sinbuilt in
every individual and requires little motivation aactivation. The term development according to kek@004)
conjures different meanings to different peoplepremist, sociologist, political scientist, psychgikis,
biologists, technologists, educationists to mentidiew.The specialists dominate the discussionthedries of
development and land to confuse realities of tlegiproaches to the study. Odiba (2008) posited tha
development refers to growth plus change. Thes thefines a complete process in which not a siagpect of
human life, education, health and aspiration cargbered. Odiba (2008) further contended thatettgument
suggests a genuine break with tradition or or aqmible disruptions of the static equilibrium. hi§ again
means the acceleration of income inequality, rednéh unemployment and eradication of absolutegpiyv
National development therefore is a concerted etforbring about an improvement in the social, ecoic,
political, technology and cultural spheres of titeremy. lzeren cited by Odiba (2005) posited tiattonal
development means urbanization, socio-culturakfiamation, mass literacy, vertical and horizomtability of

36



Journal of Education and Practice www.iiste.org
ISSN 2222-1735 (Paper) ISSN 2222-288X (Online) o ',i,!
\ol.4, No.20, 2013 ||$ E

labour, employment opportunities and the emergeoicespecialized and independent occupational roles.
National development therefore involves a gamutspheres like social, political, cultural, sciemtifand
technological domains. In fact, Todaro and SmithGdiba (2008) contended that “the question about a
country's development are — what has been happéoipgverty? What has been happening to employment?
What has been happening to inequality? If all thesee declined from high levels, beyond doubt fais been a
period of development for the country concernedrié or two of these central problems have beewigp
worse, especially if all these three have, it wolddstrange to call the result 'development’ e¥grei capita
income doubled.
A systematic consideration of the meaning of dgwalent given above suggests that the entrepreneurial
education in the universities will provide the gratks opportunity for self reliance and employmeiithe
products of the university system would become eywt of labour and benefit from the possibility of
multiplier effect in the entire economy. For sthiere would be a reduction in the poverty levethe economy
and unemployment thereby improving the income lavéhe economy.
Historical antecedents of entrepreneurship education in Nigerian universities
It is vital to consider the historical backgroundemtrepreneurial climate in our Universities begitivate and
public because present realities are rooted ip#se. In fact an understanding of the countryisepreneurial
education or climate provides an insight into carrehallenges on the same issue. The discussgiotieeir
sphere will dove-tail the contentions of Babald?®11). According to Babalola (2011), since 200r&sS at
integrating entrepreneurship into the curriculumNogerian public Universities seem to be inept.Il gublic
Universities have been trying their best as toding entrepreneurship education into their regalariculum;
for instance University of Ibadan, the programmewtrepreneurship and innovation began in 2003/2G€a
the organization of two workshops which transformetb the Centre of Entrepreneurship and Innovation
(Adejimola & Tayo, 2009). In fact Adejimola anajyo cited by Babalola (2011) assured that the jprogre
had the following mandates:
1. To develop curriculum in entrepreneurship and iration.
2. Coordinate teaching and research in entreprenguastai innovation.
3. Promote links with the private sector through resleaconsultancy training, as building networks and
alliances.
4. Develop appropriate approaches for promoting intioma among entrepreneurs particularly small
business and students.
5. Develop modalities for promoting linkage with gomerent including building appropriate institutional
and legal framework for enhancing university — até/sector collaboration in the country
6. Develop appropriate network with relevant entitigstional and internationally.
7. Assist in bringing to life the University of IbadaBchool of Business.
8. Provide real-life experience in teaching and redets the proposed University of Ibadan once itesm
on stream
9. Coordinate university — private sector collabonatiativities generally.
The University of Nigeria Nsukka, University of ftlo, Kogi State University Anyigba, and University Benin
among others have since started the programme toépeeneurship under varied names. The National
Universities Commission, according to Babalola (0as made it a policy to encourage Nigerian Uities
to provide entrepreneurship education to underwgata$ so that they can be self-employable aftetugitzon.
This has possibly accounted for the entreprenquishirses offered at the under graduate levelseoNigerian
Universities.
It is interesting to posit that the private Univiges are not left out in the programme of entrepreship. Salem
University, Lokoja, Covenant University Otta to nien but a few examples are deeply involved in the
development of entrepreneurship education as theuslevels of the student programme. For insaimc
Covenant University, Otta, students from 100 to #8@Is compulsorily register for and pass Entrepteial
Development Study (EDS). According to Babalolal(POEDS courses such as EDS 111, 211, 311 and 411
exist at all levels, and the first lower coursemaamtrate on the theory while the last two uppeurses
concentrates more on practical.
The development of entrepreneurship educationenafore mentioned Universities both public and gaevare
geared towards the realization of the national gadl building a free and democratic society; a jastl
egalitarian society; a united, strong, and selfarglnation; a great and dynamic economy; and d fah of
bright opportunities for all citizens (Federal Rbfiti of Nigeria, FRN, 2004). Again the Universgiéhat are so
far involved in entrepreneurship education are gi@a in strict adherence to the national policyedacation.
For instance, (FRN, 2004) stipulates that entregueship education will be effectively managed wbkardents
are trained to be literate, be able to count, haaipulative skills, trained in trades and craftred community
at the primary level and also prepare for highercation by being provided with technical —vocaticenad other
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relevant skills for employment of the secondaryosttevel. The idea of entrepreneurial educata recipe to
national development. Reduction in the gap betvikemich and the poor is possible and a systergatiwth in
the economy is guaranteed.

Challengesto entrepreneurial education in Nigerian Universities

The following are the challenges to entreprenewtiaication in Nigeria Universities:

The challenge of finance and funding:

Apart from entrepreneurship education, finnce andding are the major twin hurdles that educational
development in Nigeria has to cross. Educatipnagrammes generally and University education @nognes
specifically has been facing underfunding. Theversity lecturers need enough seminars and worlsskmp
cope with the subject matter, at the nations thatatso successfully in entrepreneurship educdkiervisit will
require finance. Odiba (2011) posited that pomdid has resulted in inadequate infrastructuralitfas. In
fact poor funding and inadequate provision of resesi to cope with the ever increasing demand facaiibn
have led to inadequate provision of facilities éffective teaching and learning.

Unfriendly business environment:

A major challenge to entrepreneurial education imgeNan is the unfriendly condition of business
environment. This ranges from delay in busineggstration to difficulties in accessing bank laan&aining
sponsorship in the area of entrepreneurial devetmpns difficult to navigate in Nigeria. Starting business
ventures in Nigeria is beset with a battalion ofitles. New entrants into the business market mapave all

it takes to start in terms of tax certificates thuree years, tin number and collaterals for baak$o

Palitical and social instability:

Instability in Nigeria is witnessed majorly in tlspheres of social and political domains. Casemadssant
strike actions, violence and religious crisis album Nigeria thus, posing a threat to meaningful
entrepreneurship education development. Nigeiimmsost parts of the country live in fear due te Httivities

of Boko-haram sect in the northern parts of thentgu Inter tribal violence is prevalent in theddie belt states
of the country. In the eastern part of the couittrig kidnapping while the militant occupy the smsouth
states. These and other forms of civil vices pseous threat to entrepreneurial education inett@nomy.
What else can one say about the strike actionshbyvaried unions in our campuses that have pawlyze
academic and administrative activities?

Recommendations

a) The following recommendations might assist the l@rsities in the bid to ensure entrepreneurial
education development in Nigeria.

b) The Universities should strictly embrace and follth& entrepreneurial education policy of the federa
government. The Nigerian Universities both pulalnd private should as a matter of commitment be
totally focused in sustaining the entrepreneursipcation policy of the Nigerian government. This
should also include the development of a viableicuium for entrepreneurship education at all level

¢) Improve finance and funding policy of the governmerhe federal government should be alive to its
responsibility of funding education generally amdrepreneurship education specifically. The federa
Government should to the 36per cent budgetary atilmec recommended by Unesco to all nations.

d) Provide professional training for faculty membeaos develop the skills needed to implement and
facilitate entrepreneurship education. Trainingymibe in the form of on the job training, in-servi
training, seminars and workshops within and out#igecountry.

e) Educate business establishment on the need ta fosdesupport entrepreneurial education in academic
institutions. The essence of private sector paeton in the development of entrepreneurial etlana
should be stressed.

f) Reduce the bottlenecks in business registrationiramdase support for entrepreneurship spirit it s
development.

g) The development of a viable consultancy servicas innboth the public and private universities in
Nigerian by the university management. A viablexstdtancy outfit in the university would other
things being equal improve and increase the inligrganerated revenue (igr). Finance from thig@ec
could be invested in entrepreneurship education.

Conclusion

Entrepreneurship education is a good option forpteeuction of graduate that would be self emploged
creating a reduction in unemployment in the Nigextmnomy. Development has a link. In unemployment
reduction, thus universities should strategicalhtr@ance and development the entrepreneurship edocat
component of the entire university programmes. @ihigepreneurship courses should be well develepsdm
100 level to 400 level thus producing a barigrafieetf -employment conscious grades in the economy.
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