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Abstract

Drop out syndrome in Nigeria education system redsribrated that millions of children of school age out
of school. Notwithstanding the free and compulsamyiversal basic education programme there is no
corresponding increase in enrolment rate. This pppsits that it is students’ perception of thebifigy of the
school system to encourage their creativity thathpthe students out of the school. The patterrea€ting,
teachers perception of students abilities, no sjoe students, including the extractive natureha political
and economic institutions of the society combinest@courage students drop out. The society paydydear
terms of loss of manpower, crime and waste of nessu The paper outlines some steps to stem theatid
recommends team work, collaborative effort, projesithods and apprenticeship/mentorship approagctiyg usi
experienced craftsmen.
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L.Introduction

Many factors militate against the attainment of adion for all (EFA) in Nigeria. Some of them stérom
accusations arising from the perception of the heex (poor motivation, policies, teacher avail&pili
infrastructural decay and lack of instructional emils); perception of parents (system decay, pgeacher
training, pedagogical skills); and perception ofvgmment (no dedication to duties by teachers, latk
knowledge of what to teach etc).

Notwithstanding the paradigm under which teacheasents and government advance their argumentahey
appear to agree that if the inputs (curriculum eafttext books/learning materials, teacher qualions,
training, motivation and commitment, adequate fied and parent/community support) are available
(UNESCO, 2002) many students will remain in theosth

Perhaps the above philosophy partially might hasferined the approach to the implementation of usake
primary education (UPE) which lasted from 1976 &olye 1980s. The period witnessed the constructibn o
classroom blocks, massive employment and trainingeachers and free tuition in primary school. While
above inputs school enrolment rose astronomic@lhe reverse seems to be the case in the currenetdal
Basic Education (UBE) programme introduced in 1999.

The introduction of UBE was consequent on the 198@itien declaration of Education For All (EFA). &h
Jomitien conference states that “every person ydinb children) shall be able to benefit from edigwzl
opportunities designed to meet his/her learninglsit@Vaduewesi, 2005:40). In line with the aboveldration
Nigeria in 1999 declared free education for alivirprimary one to junior secondary school clasgJ8SC III)
while some states like Ebonyi extended the progranorsenior secondary school class 11l (SSSCTie EFA
goal was later extended to 2015 with the inclusibmulnerable and disadvantaged children.

However, there seems to be no corresponding iner@asnrolment rate. While in some urban and rarahs
the ratio of teachers to pupils, pupils to claseroare unproportionally skewed, in some other aerapty
classrooms exist without the pupils/students tonléa them. Some students drop out of school imcbeaf “a
happy life” (creativity). Their creativity is revies in music, movies, football without completingcendary
education. The above activities showcase theirgaddence, risk taking abilities, energy, curiositygl sense of
humour which are characteristics of creative irdlials. Nurturing creativity involves a variety oiffdrent
personal, process and situational factors (Trediirg Isaksan, 1992). Some who manage to reach B#88 hot
take the senior secondary school certificate exatioin. While some who take the examination andrédilse to
re-sit for the complete papers of at least fiveditse The drop out syndrome has deteriorated thatd"
September, 2017, the Nigerian Minister of Educatdamu Adamu, reported that up to eleven millibiidren
of school age were out of school.

It is not necessarily financial challenges thattptie students out of school but it is more of rtiparceived

understanding of the inability of the school systentonsider their life interests. Such understagdireates
fear in the students while teachers turn their backhose who do not do well. (Kiyosaki, 2013). #Sgki
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further noted that it is the failure of the educatisystem to encourage creativity in students ihatartially
responsible for the increasing rate of drop outesE who drop out of school later on live an uefet life of
creativity-for instance Einstein.

The school especially in Nigeria force studentsgend part of the most vibrant period of their Idafing about
without a skill to live on. From eleven to 18 yeatadents pass through a curriculum that seem i bariance
with the societal values. It follows that ratheanhwaste more than two decades in a venture tleet oot equip
them with the skills for future realities some sots drop out to find their feet early on the safidife.
Moreover the parents of such unemployed, non resplenstudents who are already worn out in age mave
hope of depending on their children. Based on theva challenges there seems to be a growing dasite
culture to do something young instead of at old &gace they drop out from school.

This paper posit that drop out is a passive refelligainst the school and by extension the sowitgh the
school stands for. Since education aims at equippaople with the basic skills needed for functignin the
society, students drop out when the system doescwimplish the set purpose. Acknowledging the drnaip
syndrome as a passive rebellion against schodblitgao equip students with skills for surviving the society
will help one to understand better why drop outsfgts, the how societal institutions encourage drop the
price paid by all due to drop out, and the stepsatds stemming the tide of drop out. Subsequertidsgons on
the paper will focus on the above issues.

2.Why Drop Out Persists

Some Nigeria leaders posit that Nigeria youths larg, hence they are unwilling to put their handstbe
plough. However, it is rather the perceived undeding of the inability and the unwillingness oétplanners
and school system to consider students’ interest ghish many students away from the school. Thienst
Policy on Education (NPE) states that students tdl streamed into secondary, technical, out of gcho
vocational training centres and apprenticeship mese Unfortunately only the secondary educatiomastly
emphasized. The secondary school curriculum elitegthe masses and focuses on the few who leacklgui
easily, and with less challenge.

The school teaches students what to think (prodarad) not how to think (process). Emphasizing onftimer
encourages borrowing ideas and not owning themroBang entails using and giving it back while owgian
idea entails making a choice, improving on it, shgkpounding, reconstructuring, re-engineeringtitg and
internalizing it (Bartel, 2012). The end productschool which is the result of examination encoasastudents
to borrow ideas from text books, use same and alvatitem after examination. The most important aspéc
education which is the process (Omebe & Mgboro,720d rarely emphasized. It is certain that in i#alwhat
is needed is where to look for facts, and whonmpiareach when the need arises (Kiyosaki, 2013).

The school does not view students’ mistakes as rypities for growth/development rather students made
to perceive such mistakes as times of regret, éegentment (Kiyosaki, 2013). Student regret isaded in
statements like, “if only | knew, | wish | had!”.egrets therefore becloud students’ emotions hdreedrop out
of the school. It follows that the school does aotept mistakes as the fruits of practice/experimétihout
which learning becomes difficult.

Furthermore, teachers perception of students iglsilict as labels that are integrated into studéiiking and
therefore determine greatly how weak or strong dtuelents are in self motivational skills. Theseelabare
stored in the subconscious layer of the mind whedpond to the silent massages that teachers/pegest.
Those students who perceive they cannot rise hitifar what the teachers expect of them drop ouhef
school.

The school undermines co-operation, an aspectedtioe education, and calls it cheating (Kiyos&kil7).
Students are made to take tests alone while thbsefail are labeled stupid. The school turns outéaa battle
ground for the war of the mind. Those who cannaesigein the war drop out of the system.

Some teachers refuse to share the blame for theefaf the students therefore they do not resghecstudents.
When students are taught by teachers who do npeceshem, the students also do not respect tlubhdes
When you learn from someone who does not respactityis an indication that the individual does watue

your life and future (Kiyosaki, 2013). Students wherceive such lack of respect from the teachesp dut to

engage in activities where they will be respected.
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How Societal Institutions Encourage Drop-out

The societal institutions-political and economiciethencompass the constitution, democratic prastiability
of the state to govern and regulate the activitieshe society, power distribution and sharing.eftem of
individuals to pursue their own personal interédglforo & Eke, 2017) encourage or discourage stiddrap
out from school. The institutions further influertbe behaviours and attitudes students adopt teaeddcation
and the reward they feel they can get through daucdt means that stemming the tide of schoopdrat need
an institutional transformation.

The prolonged military rule in Nigeria has enco@g@egative values and attitudinal practices wimebate
progress (NEPAD, 2010). It might be on the abovenpse that Ajibola, (2010) noted that the gradua a
consistent erosion of values have made it difficulthit the mark”.

The extractive nature of the Nigerian institutionfiere the leaders extract wealth and income frambers of
the society to benefit a few subset (Acemoglu & iRebn, 2013) leads to centralized control of depeiental
process and favours elite interest and participaldEPAD, 2010). The elites encourage those vaharas
policies that benefit them while neglecting theiseamotional and political climate that encourageativity.

Changes in educational policies-6-3-3-4 to 9-3-dtesyp of education, government take over of schbols

missionaries, and later handing the schools batke missionaries, establishment of unity sch@digboro &

Eke, 2017); government inability to provide infrasture and instructional materials to public sdepwhile

private schools flourish, non availability of laltwries and libraries, inadequate professionahi@cto handle
teaching/learning (Ocho, 2005) are some of thesinstituted policies and reforms which preseheestatus
quo and their position in it. The policy makers ukeir military mentality to institute policies wdhi stifle

creativity hence the drop out syndrome persist.

The political and economic institutions in Nigedee based on absolutism-a type of rule not comgtdaby law

or the desires of the citizens but thrives with shpport of small elite group, (Acemoglu & Robins@013). It

is not surprising that educational policies argjfiently made and changed without involving the ettakders.
Teachers who implement the policies are not reptede or retrained to implement them. Continuous
assessment, computer studies, introductory tecgpaad entrepreneurship education are some ofttheges
introduced without adequate preparation and practteps towards implementation. How does a teacher
without the knowledge of computer, a computer aat] electricity to power the machine teach comptder
students? Agricultural loans and studies are pealidnd encouraged without the mechanized equipfoent
production. In some states the subject is compulseen though the government approves the estafdishof
schools which do not have enough land for farmifigs is because the proprietors of such schoolg tiak
with the government in power. Entrepreneurship atlon to that extent is stifled. Consequent on aheve
confusion among teachers teaching and learning skiettionless hence some students drop out ofoédho
give themselves a sense of direction early in life.

It follows that the leaders who control the polficand economic wheels of the country carry outrthe
responsibilities to suit their selfish needs andiéions. No wonder children of those leaders doatténd the
same public schools with the children of the “hanegs”.

3.ThePrice Paid Because of Drop Out.

It appears the leaders refuse to open up to neasidecause they fear the emergence of creativeudiish

which might lead to reversal of status quo. No vargpecific industries, railways, factories arewatd only in
some regions of the country while other areas/regmre denied such opportunities even though theozaic
climate favour such establishment. The price fa #étbove intentional neglect is paid by all in andjobut

eroding standard of education. School librariebotatories, buildings, community colleges and te&sh
quarters close their doors to students due to absehactivities that elevate and challenge thelacsc spirits
of the students which further cement the bond lati@ship between teachers and students, and betaahool
and the society.

The end product of the price is widespread povettich breeds crime. The price for crime is paidhwiite
rising cost for law enforcement and anxiety thatomepany living in a society where people cannot $eeured
in their homes. Based on the above ground workestisdperceive despair, hopelessness, and lackpof ity
hence they drop out of the school and revert toeri
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In 2016 Kaduna state government sacked up to 2€8¢hers because they failed primary four test gieen
them. The teachers asked for a raise in salaryowithorresponding increase in knowledge and prodtyct
While teachers’ score/knowledge is going down dvaprates soar and both students and parents ahappy.

The rate at which buildings, and bridges collagsdystandard construction of roads, seats anddsxthd to
loss of man power, finance and time because ofimamts recycling of the same projects by subsequent
administration. In addition to the above price ¢hisr stagnation in development of the society couset on the
flooding of the market by quacks who dropped oatdbhool.

4.Stepsto Stem the Tide of Drop Out

The purpose of education is to equip people withgkills necessary for functioning in the socidtgnce the
way to stem the tide of exodus of students fronpsetshis to revolutionize the cultural values forighthe
society stood for. Such values include

A. Cooperation and less competition. Cooperatiotaits that those who learn fast should help tlosvsl
ones instead of abandoning the latter (Kiyosakl,720In the pattern of playing cultural music-orexgpn plays
a particular tunef/instrument; statements like ‘zamour brother along’, ‘when we come together whiaee
more’, ‘help your brother when he is in pains’, €al/the cooperative spirit which engender frienglsmd not
competition. Group and project methods in the sthloa themselves easily to cooperative activitiestead of
individualized method. Using the above methods hiedpstudents to have the “we” thinking and feelvigjich
the society encourages as people live in a comm@@aimmon unity).

B. The cultural revolution further entails the gieal implementation of craft and handiwork as eaméd
in the primary school time table. The above suljece not contained in the secondary school tifie tén the
primary school where they appear only lip servicpaid to them. Where a society houses the futemergtion
aged 11-20 years in an institution called the sthaod such institution does not equip the childweith
practical skills to live in the society the futusealready bleak. Experienced craftsmen and worbenrad in the
society who should have been invited to help tstilents on some crafts relevant to the society.

C. There is need to re-introduce technical andetrschools (Kiyosaki, 2017). Such schools emplay th
apprenticeship/ mentorship approach to teachingleamhing. Captains of industries and business cagnbe
asked to donate equipment/machines to enable stubawe practical experience of what the realiié be in
the society.

5.Educational Implications

The implication of the above is that classroom\éti#is are not responsive to the individual diffeses in

students. The activities focus mainly on acadero@iiive aspect while disregarding vocational aedspnal-

social interests of the students. Moreover, mangesits who could have been trained to assume rsigp®n
positions in the society are not given the oppdtyubecause of the nature of education system.thEtmore,

there is a gradual erosion of interest in insttodil education (school) in favour of de-schoolingisty. Many

students appear reluctant to go to school sincg the get more information at the comfort of theimes

because great teachers are already in videos.

6..Recommendations

The following recommendations are therefore madéhe Tsocietal clamor for restructuring the
policies/governance should be spearheaded by theokcsystem so that inclusive education should be
emphasized. More attention should be paid to teamwcollaborative effort, excursions and projecthods.
Such methods allow for interdependence, reciproaitgt trustworthiness among students. Social nesvofk
cultural and social behaviours should be encouraggdcial networks allow people to share theirlskiind
knowledge meaningfully with others and give theroess to vast resources and potentials of othershihe
increasing their creativity. Experienced craftsmam women should be invited to train students after
relevant to the society.

7.Conclusion

Students drop out from secondary schools in Nigapjear to be a passive revolt against stiflingtority by
the school. The school focuses more on the enduptdéxamination) than the process of arrivinghat ¢nd
product; students mistakes are not seen as opjft@sufor growth/development and co-operation ismnsas
cheating. Moreover the institutions-political armbromic- influence greatly students attitudes tasairopping
out of school. The society pays too much priceeims of loss of man power and crime in the societyrder
to stem the tide of students dropping out of sclibete should be inclusive education and a cultedlution
which will make the school focus on those skillsnd@ded by the society.
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