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"You Have Come a Long Way Woman " A spar kle slogan without realistic
meaning Woman Statusin Jordan

DUA'A IBRAHIM KHUDEIR

Amman-Jordan
Abstract
This research paper discusses woman status inoth@rg of Jordan in terms of rights, equality aretgonal
liberties, freedom of choice in particular. It agguthat, although Jordan is working hard to be dpéWestern
values and civilization; however, it lags behindemhit comes to woman liberty and equality. Jordarai
patriarchal society, decisions at every level whetht work, home, school and so forth belong to .nh&an’s
authority is empowered by tribal traditions andtutd which do not recognize woman as a societydbuilvith
man, nor any of her rights. This mentality agaiwsetman is supported by the Jordanian laws, artiélg, and
article 308 of penal law in particular. Resultsgahthat Jordan has a long way to go in order t@ égoman be
an equal citizen. In addition, woman activists anany ordinary citizens are demanding the governraedt
parliament to have reforms in the Jordanian letiiasystem by which certain articles in the pesyatem be
removed.
Key words: Jordan, Honor crime, Articles 290,308 of peaal |

Introduction:

Woman, in third world countries in particular hahigved some gains in terms of political rightsreamic and
employment, education and so forth, however, thegrahal societies of third world countries stitat woman
with both overtly and covertly discrimination. Atthgh politicians and rulers of third world counsriey their
best to polish their image in woman rights, in frofiinternational organizations mainly United Neits, human
rights organizations, European Union and world etycihowever, reports issued by the same organizati
reflect a grim picture about woman status in thabAworld in particular. For example, the legislatia some
countries are blatantly does not give woman aniesfpersonal liberty rather some of these law donsta
knife ripping through her back. In the Jordaniangldaw, for example, article 308 is a good testigndor this
discriminatory practice against woman. Article 3§l&tes: a rapist who violently rapes a woman woll be
punished if he marries the woman whom he justdapecriminal and rapist will be free without pshment
what so ever, but, in one condition, to marry histitn regardless of her shock, trauma, torture and
psychological disturbances she was subjected tmath%r evidence for discriminatory practices isefgn
expatriate women house maids' problem in the Aralddy This problem is in the form of modern dayvsley,
woman abuse ,exploitation and human traffickingweer, in this paper several issues in this contest
discussed mainly : Honor crime in Jordan, rape pmdishment; religions belief and how they deal wath
called honor crime and rape and host of relatadeis.

Honor Crimein Jordan:
Definition

According to Human Rights Watch, “honor crimes amts of violence, usually murder, committed by male
family members against female family members whomarceived to have brought dishonor upon the fainil
The reasons which caused harm ,even death to wamtdais context are several. A woman may be tadjete
because she has been raped, has been seen tallkinghan outside of the family, has refused to eater
arranged marriage, or even left an abusive husbamg.acts by the victim that may have brought distroor
shame to the family can trigger attacks on the womaguestion. Honor killings is more prevalentMuslim
majority countries, even though the practice hasnbeondemned by Muslim leaders who deny that migi
condones the practice.

Concept

According to Devers and Bacon, “women who deviatenftraditional gender roles are more likely toshibject
to informal social regulations because they crassas boundaries that are deemed as taboo in théture.
Fatal forms of social controls towards women agertfsult of this subjugation .Arab societies coasttbnor is
linked to woman purity and chastity, the honorleé family rests on the behaviors of the family’srmem. The
family becomes vicious and savage against womamibwent they feel that a female member of the famil
blemishes her purity . Additionally, countries thaitness numerous honor killings are countries treate a
tradition of female subordination. In these cowsriwomen are seen as properties of men who desnhétve
the right to control women’s freedom and sexualfg. such, murdering the perpetrator is seen asyatwa
salvage family’s reputation.
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Statistics

Spastics that comes from local sources are natblelifor two reasons: first most cases of that nreago
unreported , for family fear of bad publicity tHarther damages family reputation. Second , officido not
report actual cases so as to show a bright pidirgoman rights and equality in front of the worterefore,
this researcher relied on national organizatioasssics instead.

United Nations FPA estimated that 5,000 women anedered by family members every year in the name of
honor in different countries of the developing wiofin Pakistan, for example, the government hamastd that
4,000 deaths of women and men between 1998 and\&8@3linked to honor killings. Still such statcgtidoes
not reflect the true picture ,because honor criaresunderreported in many countries or classifedaidents

or suicides, making the estimation of this probEmost impossible.( UN archives 2000-2016).

Honor killings take many forms, but all cases imeokxtreme forms of violence honor or avenge hanbiné
victims are often killed by men family membershfat, brother, or a husband who are aware that thereslim
chance they will face serious legal consequenaethéir actions, proudly confess their crimes. Phepetrators’
actions are supported by the community which, imeocases, treats the killing as a heroic action.(UN
Archives). This serious violence does not stopoaal society’s support and encouragement, ratleefativs of
those countries encourage such violence agairsfeally guilty or deviated woman from the norms anstoms

of her society.

Many countries retain legislation that reducesgéetences or exempts prosecution of criminalskiflain the
name of honor. According to this line of thouglesder punishment is granted on the grounds of ithiens
blemishing the family honor by so called evil dettheir eyes that is a good reason justify womdillangs .
After their heinous and unjustifiable crime ,musleften turn themselves into the police to shovir tianily’s
honor because they are confident that they wilkirex leniency from the judge. This type of practisea
common occurrence in the country of Jordan, wheréasian’s penal code provides a great exampldef t
impunity perpetrators face.

General culture elements contribute to woman tragfiication through the use by man of these elemasts
means to control woman. It is known and scierglficproven that, in societies where there is akwede of
law, people build fierce reputations and in mostecthey take law into their own hands.In Jordamohas of
central value, men are sources of that honor, vthigeonly effect that women can have on honor idestroy
it. Once the family's or clan's honor is considetechave been destroyed by a woman, there is a fueed
immediate action by man who act as a judge andepetsr in one time. This man gives his orders toaied to
cleanse the family honor. Minor boys are selectethb family to act as the killers, so that thégkimay benefit
from the most favorable legal outcome which isradet sentence.

Jordan

Article 340 of the 1961 Jordanian Penal Code states

“He benefits from an exculpatory excuse who suephis wife or one of his female unlawful muharimwaman
related to him by a close enough degree to prechateiage between them] in the act of adultery \aitlother
man and kills, wounds, or injures one or both efttl

“The perpetrator of a killing, wounding or injurgbefits from a mitigating excuse if he surpriseswife or one
of his female ascendants or siblings with anothem unlawful be.”

Article 98 states: “He who commits a crime in aditfury resulting from a wrongful and dangerous @ the
part of the victim shall benefit from a reduced a@lgyf. Although these two articles and other simitmes,
however Jordanians are rejecting them and calbinghieir elimination. Following outcry at Articlél0 and 98
and King Abdullah’s creation of a council chargeilhweviewing gender equality, the Council recomuohesh
the repeal of Article 340. The repeal measure vessgd in the Parliament’s lower house in 1999 &6d 2but
has failed to pass the lower house. In 2003, whehiapnent returned to session, ratifications wereeoagain
struck down in the lower house.

Many are the stories about honor crimes tragedieloidan; all its victims are young woman and sofnthe

victims are minors (Manaseer, 2016) honor crimés irathe kingdom has risen since early 2016 bpé&2ent
in comparison with previous year.
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Last year (2016) constituted the peak in this @disgful phenomenon whereas the first ten month a63@ar, a
total of 26 murders against women, most of thesedars were committed under the excuse of honodaian
society's all levels condemned and showed its aagérfrustration against these mass murders agaorsen.
People of Jordan demanded severe punishment bedémdnurder.

Khader, Asma is one of leading women in Jordan £dlérabiya Net (2016) that "the most importantrigiin
honor crimes is to find solutions to the problenithyerotective efforts to be taken prior to thenoei"”

Despite the fact that honor crime is like any otbiéme, however, legislation gives murderer ligrgentences.
For example article 98 of the Jordan penal Lawestdhat "a murderer of this type of murder beneditn
excuses to have lighter sentence” .for exampleatireised subject may benefit excuse of “he weoutir a
severe state of rage and fury resulted from agiflleate act committed by the victim.” Article 99 the same
criminal code states, that murder may benefit flenient judgment in case if personal right is waive

In most cases murderer is using the excuse of éptiig the honor or as tribes of Jordan charaetéthss type
of murder as “cleansing of the shame” or disgrae¢ &4 female allegedly caused that blemished therhaf the
family or the tribe through adultery, having extnarital affairs or illegitimate relationship withraan.

Woman activists and woman rights organizationsdmmanding to amend article 98 and 99 in a way @hat
murderer of so called honor crime gets the prop@ighment for crimes and does not escape punishometer
any excuse. The problem does not stop here, ratHers in the society itself. Where a great numioér
Jordanians mostly young people justify honor crimedBritish study conducted by Cambridge Univerdity
2013. The sample of the study consists of 856 antile student ages around 15 years old. Resubalesl/the
33,4 percent of males support honor crimes and R&rtent from females supported this crime. Thelystu
conducted that approximately half of the boys and of five girls believe that, the killing of a dghier, sister
or a wife when committed a shameful act againsfamaily is justifiable.

International organizations such as United Natiorentioned in their reports (UN, 2006), that Jordsaithe
second worst country in honor crime, as a reslats| woman activist organizations protest and ofileis type
of killing. For example, the director or ADEL orgaation for legal aid to women in Jordan Mrs. Hdd&edel
Aziz; has condemned the widespread of killing ttetes place in the Jordan society because of dedcal
"Honor"; she adds that many of honor crimes aremittad by reasons of social disagreements, or ioonfl
financial reasons represented in inheritance, thrsjinals of this type exploit what is called horwime to
escape punishment or use it as an exit from purdshn$he confirms that people committed such crianedar
away from honor.

She showed that Jordanian courts did not leniencyise during last year except once. Hadeel Abdelazi
eroticized the Jordanian law that criminal may Bierfeom leniency excuse by the reason of rage haihg
furious. She calls to cereal not to waive persoiggit but murder's family and the victim becausenost cases
the family of the victim collaborates with the petgator. Not waiving the right closes the way td escape
punishment.

Matter of fact, Jordanian legislation takes the2 gl man against woman, for example, "honor" crimelonor
issues is the responsibility of woman. It is usechasword drawn on her neck, any mistake by her isidans
death to her. Not the man, if he was caught witleotvoman in the family bedroom by his wife, thesi#t be no
punishment because of the excuse that man hagytiteda marry four women legally, but not woman.worst
case murderer receive one year imprisonment for rhigder. Jordanian legislator does not take into
consideration for the loss of human being life eati gives the right to individuals to end thesliéf others and
steal their life and existence as a result of dakes

Dr. Dababneh Abeer, the president of law schoos sayhis context that, the majority of young wamehom
were murdered under the so called honor, wereiging according to medical autopsy. There is &aidtin

the relevant Jordanian laws in which it is enadted way as if it tells people that they may kiletr daughter,
sister or wife and be free without punishment, Detedn says:

Jordanian law is not derived from Islamic teachiagd faith, otherwise Islam does not allow thesmes, to
happen without punishment, instead Jordanian langsdarived and aspired by French law. According to
heavenly religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islasth man and woman who commit adultery must eyl
punished, not just the woman to be punished witlrowirt proceeding but by death in the sake of deda
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honor, while the killer is Free modern and civitiz8ordanians rejecting the so called honor crinsn they
work hard and campaign fiercely to amend or elin@rthe infamous articles which were enacted againgtan
— such as article 98 and 308.

Jordanians were successful to cancel article 426hngtates "the law declares that anyone commitehorime
is innocent without guilt or receiving punishmehthere is what so called by having excuse toikilhe name
of honor" Unfortunately this article was replaceihweniency sentence criminal killed his daughiecause of
defaming the honor of the family.

Courts hands down a sentence of a 3 years in pasdrwhen victim's family their personal rights gentence
is reduced to one year. Now, the Jordanians areadéimg the elimination such articles of the law drade
courts deal with honor crime as any crime and shbel treated according the penal code. Especiaiyadays
honor crime is increasing.

Thomson Reuters, has classified Jordan as the @eemnst country in the Arab world in honor crime.dnother
study by the national council for family affairs Jordan showed that the high criminal court haen&0 case
of female murder cases in so called "defendinglfahdnor" excuse during the period of 2000-2010 &8¢ of
these crimes are committed by the victim's brother.

Article 98 of penal code states that, honor crithinay benefit from a reduced sentence if he comhigcrime
while he is very angry or extremely furious. Whishresulted from illegitimate act, also a dangeraosmay
occur by the victim.

Knowing such laws are not Islamic nor Christianddmiians are determined to cancel such laws andiaced
by modern and civilized laws that protect humae &hd rights. For example; activists were succéssfuhe

end of 2013 to influence a decision by the higimanal court to hand down a death sentence to twthbrs in

their twenties, killed their sister in mid 2013 time excuse "cleansing family honor".This decisias been a
victory for woman movements in Jordan and to altldaian women.

"Tadamon" an organization and activists demandspéaal code must be amended to eliminate whaakedc
honor crime. By doing so all forms of discriminatiagainst woman and violence committed in the nafme
honor against young women, and giant them thetijbafr choice, in addition "Tadamon" ask the medigplay
an effective role in citizens awareness in thisardgespecially crime against woman are increasingreas 15
cases or honor crime takes place in Jordan evay gecording to UN population foundation. Humarhtig
watch mentions in its relevant reports that govesniis unable to protect woman in this regard. Tmatythem
either in prison or in shelters belong to the niigi®f development for their protection. Such shedtdo not
differ from ordinary prisons.

On social networking "Raise your voice" site Dr.eAkMa'iatah a lawyer and human rights activist sais
activists in the field of human rights rejectingattis called honor crime, because it is a murdaradly, who
carry out this crime is the person who diagnosis)yzes and draws the way to his crime. He enawts to fit
the crime, goes and commits a murder to have hisaewvbe called honor crime. May be the story maate.
Some of these crimes are actually not crimes faohaather they are mere murders with differentives such
as inheritance.

International organization such human rights watchordan urges Jordan continually urges Jordaentcon
September 2015 to conduct reforms on penal cotielear98 and 308 in particular. Also, the orgatimaand
woman right activists call for changes in schoaticulum in a way that increases pupils awarenéssisissue.
On 22/1/2017 Journalist Omar Omari wrote in Al Gimagdvspaper on article in this regards as followddnian
legislator has given individuals a permit to kdk fthe excuse of "honor" also the legislator gitrexsse murderers
legal immunity against punishment.

Because of so called honor the year 2016 was Mendl year for women. The rate of killing womenreased
drastically and in away that violates the valuesatfiety and heavenly commandments by all religislitisough
heavenly religions forbids killing and make it anee but Jordanian legislator permits it under taena of honor
crime. Any doubt or uncertainty situation (no goedson) leads to a woman's death.

In sum, Jordan is a patriarchal society, it is fedniy tribal traditions which does treat woman aseond class
citizen despite whatever politicians attempt toigiolJordan's image in treating woman as equal to; rim
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addition, Jordanian legislation is unfair to womaspecially some articles of penal code gives rhangteen
light to kill woman when he is very angry or if tkds any doubt her behavior. Heavenly laws doatiotv that
but the earthly laws still exists- to kil womannda make her Killing is justifiable because allegedhe
blemished the family honor. This must be change.n

Adultery and Rape:

in religion point of view, adultery is a sin andutterer and adulteress must be punished. Howé&uss, are in
favor of punishing woman not a man; although adicg to religions it is not an easy task to prakat a
woman committed adult unless there must be solideex¢ce to prove the adultery. For example, in Istama
must have four witnesses to prove that a womancbaamitted adultery. But, here in Jordan, most capses
without big fuss; either fear from shame, or feanf death.

The state has no protection plan for such womenepxsome time accused woman put in prison forafled
her protection. But the worst discrimination scém#s rape crimes.

Rape:

rape crime is treated in similar way of honor crinobody believes that a rapist may go free without
punishment but in one condition, namely to marrg hictim. Rapist is exempt from lawful punishment,
according to article 308 of penal code. Article 3688a disgrace in the Jordanian judicial systeng &na
disgrace in the Jordanian judicial system, anddsgrace in the Jordanian values and traditioti®agh Jordan
population's majority is Muslims but Jordanian lavislate not just Islamic faith but Christianity ddudaism
too.

Article 308states that rapist may be free in cé$e imarries his victim. Raping a male minor is aatpe but
sex molestation and anal rape of a female evémeifvictim is minor is not considered a rape. Adoag to
annual court records in 2010 there are 67 rapeseas 312 cases of molestation crimes.

According to a several studies many rape crimesataeach courts for family's fear over their regian.On

24/4/2012 Jordanians showed their anger when tbaydhthat a court in the city of Zarga freed ast@piho

raped 14 years old girl, from his crime after herned his victim ; she is living currently in hioohse as his
lawful wife. All of this has happened in the nanfetlee law. Although, the rapist husband kidnappes girl

with the help of three partners. The partners vireed too.

According to so called "decent laws", to forceapist to marry his victim is considered anothemeriagainst
her. Such marriage is a solution to have the fawilthe victim feel no shame from the rape and taegept
such solutions to sustain their reputation in dgcéd among friends and relatives. A rape victieedmes in
desperate need for psychological and physical satea husband who violates her body, decency palispn
and everything she has in terms of self-esteem,saffeconfidence. Jordanian legislator is not awafreape
results; victim may live with its negative resulth her life. Government must interfere swiftly pootect the
victim from forcing her to marry a man who destréyer life by raping her and from her family thaéy may
kill her in the name of the honor.

Conclusion

As long as the country of Jordan does not condummaprehensive and genuine reform in its legishatioy
which some articles of penal code is eliminatechsas article 308, and as long as media in Jordatinue
keeping itself chained to ancient norms ,tribal aedless values which have nothing to do with i@ligand as
long as there is no woman rights awareness canmpaigaughout the kingdom, woman in Jordan will rema
abused and killed by so called honor crime.
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