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Abstract

The present study attempts to know the attitude of secondary school students towards their school climate. It
explores their attitude with reference to certain demographic variables like gender, medium of instruction in the
school and educational level of parents. The study has been conducted on the sample of 358 students studying at
various secondary level schools of India. The tool of Hatboro-Horsham (2008) was adapted to meet the
requirement of the present study. The findings of the study revealed that there is a significant difference in the
attitude of secondary school students with reference to their gender and medium of instruction. However, no
difference has been found in the attitude of secondary school students towards school climate in relation to their
parental education.
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Introduction

Over the past few years, researchers and educators have immensely worked upon school climate and its effects
on students. According to Cohen et al. (2009) school climate refers to “the quality and character of school life,
which generally includes the school’s prevailing norms, values, interpersonal relationships, teaching practices
and organizational structures.” Howard, Howell & Brainard (1987) defined school climate as an atmosphere for
learning, which includes the feeling of people about the school. Freiberg and Stein (1999) have defined school
climate as “the heart and soul of the school”. In the present study, the term ‘school climate’ refers to the life
within the school environment, which includes everything that takes place within the boundaries of the school.
As school climate plays a substantial role in determining the performance of students, teachers and other school
personal, it has been a topic of interest for researchers. A number of studies have been conducted so far to find
out the relationship between school climate and academic achievement. For example: Hoy and Sabo (1998) and
Freiberg and Stein (1999) in their study found positive link between school climate and scholastic achievement.
Dwivedi (2005) found that the students having positive attitude towards school environment have significantly
better academic achievements than the students having poor attitude towards school environment. Later Hoy and
Miskel (2001) also supported the findings.

On the other hand, a number of researchers explored relationship between school climate and various
demographic variables. For example: Lele and Sachdev (2001) found in their study that students studying in
English medium schools have better attitude towards their school climate than those studying in Marathi medium
schools. Results also revealed that girls have better attitude towards their school climate than boys. The findings
are in coherence with the study of Biag and Sanchez (2013) who also found that female students have better
perception towards school climate in comparison to male students. Contradictory results were found in the study
of Devi and Mayuri (2003) who revealed in their study that male students have better attitude towards their
school climate than female students. Moreover, Schneider & Duran (2010) and Fan, Williams, & Corkin (2011)
also tried to find out the role of single-parent family, lower level of parental education and students’ ethnic
background, on the perception of students towards school climate. The results of the studies revealed that all the
factors play significant roles in student’s perceptions of school climate. A perusal of the studies revealed that a
number of researches have been conducted on school climate with relation to gender, medium of instruction and
educational qualification of fathers and mothers. All these studies have explored one or other demographical
variable but the present investigators could not find any comprehensive study on secondary school students in
corporating many demographic variables (gender, medium of instruction, parental educational qualification).
The present study is an attempt in this direction.

Objectives of the Study
Briefly, the objectives of the study are to know the attitude of secondary level students towards their school
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climate in relation to gender, medium of the school and educational level of parents.

Research Methodology

The present investigation is based on the sample of secondary level students of various Indian schools.
Descriptive survey method has been used by the researchers. In the present study, cluster sampling technique has
been employed to draw out the representative sample of the population. The study has been conducted on the
sample of 358 students out of which 166 were male students and 192 female students. Among them 226 students
were from English medium schools and 132 students were from Hindi medium schools.

In order to carry out the study, the researchers adapted the Hatboro-Horsham’s tool (2008). The CSCI
(Comprehensive School Climate Inventory) is a scientific survey based on research and theory explaining
attitude towards school climate. The CSCI (2008) measures the perceptions of the school community and reveals
how the population feel about the school environment. It shows the attitude of students, teachers and other
personale of the school towards their school climate.

This tool has further been modified by the present researchers to suit the objectives of the present
study. The number of items was reduced to 73 and the tool was converted to Hindi language also. After these
modifications the tool was standardized again. The scale consisted of eight dimensions and the reliability and
validity of each dimension was calculated again with the help of SPSS. The tool was validated on a sample of
200 students for content and construct validity. The reliability coefficient of the tool was also ensured by Alpha
Cronbach method and the coefficient was 0.78. The below given table (No. 1) depicts the reliability coefficient
of all dimensions of the scale and total scale:

Table 1: Reliability of the Inventory

Dimensions Reliability
Physical safety 0.64
Socio-emotional safety 0.64
Quality of Instruction 0.66
Social Emotional Ethical Learning 0.72
Respect for Diversity 0.70
Community & Collaboration 0.71
Morale 0.73
Environment 0.72
Total 0.71
Table 2: Correlation between each dimension and total score
Domain and total score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
r value 40" .59 66" 66" 49™ 47" 70" 617"
Significance .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000 .000

** Significant at 0.01 level

Data Analysis
The table and subsequent interpretation given below presents a detailed analysis of the data according to the
objectives of the study.

Table 3: Attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate

Number Mean Median Mode s.d. Skewness Kurtosis | Std. E. 4 4
of Value | Standard
Mean
358 174.23 175 175 14.22 -0.33 0.43 0.75 -0.44 +1.96

The table (3) presents various descriptive measures of attitude of secondary level students towards
their school climate. The value of skewness (0.33) and kurtosis (0.43) and also the values of mean, median and
mode show that data is approximately normally distributed. since z value (-0.44, where Z = Skewness / SE. of
Mean) is also not significant according z standard (+1.96) (Doane & Seward, 2011) it shows that the data is
normally distributed and the parametric statistics can be applied. Normalcy of the data has been described
through figure no. 1. A perusal of the table also shows that an average student in the sample is able to score 174
(79.45%) i.e. an average student has favourable attitude towards his/her school climate. Thus, it can be
concluded that that an average student in the sample has favourable attitude towards his/her school.
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Figurel: Graphic representation of attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate

Table 4: Attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate on the basis of their gender

Groups N Mean s.d. t-value Significance
Male students 166 176.50 12.75
Female students 192 173.12 14.78 4.49 .035*

*Significant at 0.05 level

The table (4) reveals that the obtained t-value (4.49) is significant at 0.05 level, which confirms that
there exists a significant difference between sub-groups. On the basis of mean values, (Male: 176.50 and Female:
173.12) it can be said that the male students have significantly better attitude towards school climate in
comparison to their female counterparts. The results also confirm the findings of Lele and Sachdev (2001) and
Biag and Sanchez (2013). The results have also been presented graphically (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2: Attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate on the basis of their gender
Table 5: Attitude of secondary level student towards their school climate according to their medium of

instruction
Medium of Instruction N Mean s. d. t-value Sig.
Enfglls.h Me(.llum 226 175.87 13.88 2.30 004%
Hindi Medium 132 171.42 14.41

* Significant at 0.05 level

The table (5) describes various values of students studying in Hindi and English medium schools. The
obtained ‘t’ value (8.30) is significant at 0.05 level, which confirms that there exists a significant difference
between these groups. On the basis of mean values (English Medium students: 175.87 and Hindi Medium:
171.42), it can be said that the English medium students have a better attitude towards their school climate in
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comparison to those student studying in Hindi medium schools. The results have also been presented graphically
in Figure 3.
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Figure 3: Attitude of secondary level student towards their school climate according to their medium of
instruction

Table 6: Attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate according to their parental

education
N Mean s. d. t-value Sig. |
Father’s Educational Up to Intermediate 186 174.11 13.38 0.16 0.87
Qualification Up to post graduation 172 174.35 15.11 )
Mother’s Educational Up to Intermediate 219 174.23 14.39 0.006 0.99
Qualification Up to post graduation 139 174.22 14.00 ) ]

A perusal of the table (6) reveals that parental education does not affect the attitude of students towards
their school climate. The obtained t —values (for father’s educational level=0.160 and for mother’s educational
level=0.006) are not significant at the specified level of significance, which indicates that there exists no
significant difference between the two groups. However, the findings of the study sharply contradict with the
findings of Kalhotra (2011) who found significant relationship between school climate and educational
qualification of parents. The results have also been presented graphically in Figure 4.
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Figure 4: Attitude of secondary level student towards their school climate according to their parental education

Conclusion
The study leads to the following conclusions:
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e Attitude of secondary school students towards their school climate is favorable.

e There is a significant difference between attitude of secondary level students towards their school
climate in relation to their gender (male/female). Male Students have better attitude towards their school
climate as compared to female students.

e There is a significant difference between the attitude of secondary level students towards their school
climate regarding their medium of instruction (English/ Hindi). Students studying in English medium
schools have better attitude towards their school climate as compared to the students studying in Hindi
Medium schools.

e There is no significant difference in the attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate
in relation to their parental educational level.

Discussion
A positive school climate helps in the overall improvement of the school (Cohen et al., 2009). Students feel
comfortable in learning when there is a positive school climate.

The study reveals that the attitude of secondary school students towards their school climate is
satisfactory. It may be so because the study has been conducted on the urban population and the results may vary
in case of rural population. The study has taken in consideration certain demographic variables like gender,
medium of instruction and educational qualification of parents. It has been found that there is a significant
difference in the attitude of secondary school students towards their school climate with reference to their gender
and medium of instruction. The study reveals that male students have better attitude towards their school climate
than female students. There could be many possible reasons for such difference. Male students at this age
generally have good emotional adjustment and positive motivation if compared with female students. Besides,
male students have broader outlook and perspective as compared with their female counterparts. It is due to their
wide exposure of the society. On the other hand, females in our society are less explored to outside environment,
which may result in narrow perspective and conservative outlook. The study also concluded that English
medium students have better attitude towards their school climate in comparison to Hindi medium students. It
may be so because students studying in English Medium schools may have better facilities of learning than the
students studying in Hindi Medium Schools. Most of the Hindi medium schools are government administered
and on the contrary the condition of government schools is very pathetic in comparison to privately managed
schools. The study also reveals no impact of educational level of parents on the attitude of students towards
school climate. It may be so because the external factors like society and peer group have more impact on
learners than the factors like parental educational status.

The study confirms a positive attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate. School
environments vary greatly. Whereas some students find school environment as friendly, inviting, and supportive,
while others feel exclusionary, unwelcoming, and even unsafe. The feelings and attitudes that are elicited by a
school’s environment help in framing the personality of a student. A positive school climate helps in building the
positive personality of the student. Attitude of school climate also influences student’s behaviour and emotional
status.

Developing positive attitude towards school climate is valuable for overall development of personality.
The present education system is student centred. The quality of instruction being plays a great role in the
development of a positive school climate. The curriculum framed must be useful from the practical point of
view. The behaviour and the attitude of the teacher towards students play a significant role in framing attitude
towards school climate. The way in which a teacher encourages the students for the active participation in
classroom activities and in making decisions for life also affects attitude towards school climate. The role of the
teacher is not limited to as an instructor rather he/she is a guide, friend or a philosopher. He represents the
natural complexity of the real world. Teacher must have a caring attitude towards the class. He must possess a
quality that not only makes him a good instructor but also a mentor and an asset for the society.

Attitude of secondary level students towards their school climate helps in the development of the
personality of any student. The environment or the surrounding of any school plays an important role in the
development of the atmosphere. Respect for diversity, culture and the morale are learnt in a school, and help in
the development of positive personality of any individual. The age in which the students attend the secondary
level is a crucial age as it is a period of transition. The perception and attitude of student in this phase of life thus
becomes very much important. Physical safety in the school building and social, emotional safety also play an
important role in the overall development of the personality of the learners.

The present study aimed at measuring the attitude of Secondary level schools students towards their
school climate. The study included the variables like: gender and medium of instruction and parental educational
background as the determinants of attitude towards school climate. A number of dimensions and variables like
living place, type of school etc. are yet to be included in the study. Besides, other variables like achievement
level of learners, level of intelligence, achievement motivation etc. may also be taken into consideration for more
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comprehensive results.
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