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Abstract

Acceleration of children particularly at primarydasecondary schools has become a common and dgleepta
practice to many parents and teachers. This rasdaoused on ascertaining the prevalence of acteer
among male and female pupils in private primaryosth in Sokoto metropolis. A total of two hundreada
thirty-six (236) pupils comprising of 141 males af8 females were involved in the research. A simple
guestionnaire to identify pupils who skipped classl an academic performance test in English lareyaagl
Mathematics were used for data collection. Frequemzl percentages were used to ascertain the prexabf
skipping class among the male and female pupildewthie mean, standard deviation and t-test werd tse
compare the performance of males who skipped eladsfemales who skipped class. It was noted th&tana
who skipped class performance better than females skipped class though the general performance of
females was better than that of males. This indgcttiat the criteria for accelerating the femalesewot strictly
academic excellence. It was recommended that aeatiele of pupils should be strictly based on academ
performance and girls should not be acceleratedrfgrother reasons.

Introduction

Acceleration of learners at various stages of eitucan Nigeria occurs mainly in grade skippingreduction in
number of years that would have been ideal foragq@mme of study. This is very much common in géva
primary schools where it is now seen as a yardsticlassessing the performance of schools. Thistipeahas
become a welcome idea to many parents in Nigewdapanticularly in Sokoto state were parents wouishvio
fast forward the girls so that they can finish suhearly and marry. Acceleration of learners is adiad practice
but it should be done with caution to make suré ¢imdy the fit and gifted children are accelerasatte it could
have academic and social implication on the chikis study therefore aims at ascertaining the peexa of
acceleration among private primary school male famdale pupils in Sokoto metropolis and to ideniify
implication on the academic performance of the-¢iild.

Statement of the Problem

Women in nearly every generation and nationalityehsuffered untold deprivation and segregationthetfault
of theirs but only because they are women. Thiglitimom has attracted the attention of many indigiduand
groups who are launching campaigns and awarenessofo this ugly trend. This deprivation cuts across
education and other areas of social life. The F#dRepublic of Nigeria in a bid to give women a serof
belonging stated in its 1981 National Policy on &ation that there should be equal opportunity throation to
all Nigerians children, irrespective of sex, trildiisabilities etc. With the effort of governmenthd non-
governmental organizations in campaign for the atlon of the girl-child, there has been positivarfes and
improvement in the enrollment of girls in schootstitularly in the Northern part of Nigeria. Thiaprovement
in the enrolliment of the girl child is not withoahy further challenge. The parents who are now edlegh to
send their daughters to school do everything toentakm finish earlier than the boys in order tcagd marry.
Most of them tend to accelerate the girls in schaoéspective of their academic ability.

This development warranted the researcher to vemtm ascertaining the prevalence of acceleraifon
male and female pupils in private primary schoaolsSokoto metropolis and to assess the implicatiorihe
academic performance of the girl-child.

Objectives of the Study

The objectives of this study is to ascertain thevplence of acceleration among male and femalelgpupi
private primary schools in Sokoto metropolis.

(ii) Find out if there is significant difference the performance of accelerated male and femaléspuapprivate
primary schools in Sokoto metropolis.

Research Questions

The following questions serve as a guide to tregaech.

(). What is the prevalence of acceleration amoradenand female pupils in private primary schoolSakoto
metropolis?

(ii). Is there any significant difference in therfpemance of accelerated male and female pupilprivate
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primary schools in Sokoto state?
Resear ch Hypotheses

0] Males and females are equally accelerated in gripatmary school in Sokoto metropolis.

(ii) There is no significant difference in the performarof accelerated male and female pupils in

private primary schools in Sokoto metropolis.

Significance Of The Study

This research will be useful to the school heads wiay wish to advice parents on the implication of

acceleration on the academic performance of théidren.

Scope/Limitation Of The Study

This study is limited to the private primary scho@l Sokoto metropolis. It is basically on prevaken

of acceleration of pupils and its implications be ticademic performance of the girl-child in paftc.
Review of Related Literature
The concept of acceleration and its debate has pagrof academic environment for many decadesniEso
and Bauer (1994) defined it as moving through tireiculum rapidly. Siek (1988) described it as gathool
entrance, fast paced classes, extra course workaded classes or summary programme. He argued that
acceleration is appropriate for most learners wieoggfted and talented because they are usuallgraghd in
overall development and successful when acceleraigekleration is a type of intervention to advastgents
at faster rates or at younger ages than is toflicaligh an educational programme (Colangelo, Assewnd
Gress 2003). In another view, Van Tassel Baska R@efined it as “a set of administrative strategikat
enable educators to cater efficiently and effetyivier the diversity of cognitive development neealsd
competencies of gifted and talented children. laiprocess of bringing up talented children to léhes| of
instruction commensurate with their achievemengllewnd richness so that they are properly challéngédearn
any given material. Though acceleration has beeomenended by many researchers like Schiever ancMak
(2003) who noted that the practice has the potettianhance students learning, motivation, acc@hplent
and self esteem, it's application should be witbpgr understanding of the learner. Van Tassel B&s882)
noted that many parents and educators have arr@etamderstanding of accelerations. Most of acagt is
only aimed at speeding up the children and fgréhem to graduate from various levels of schookagier
than required. Acceleration has gained notablea@btby researcher yet Southern and Jones (199hsvihat
it should be carried out with caution since it nmtegve consequences such as educational frustrddiaey
achievement and productivity, apathy for formal aaing, lower academic expectations and difficugltie
adjusting to peers who do not share the same sitarel concern.

Academic achievement as a concept refers to thenerr degree to which individuals attain school
success. Researchers like Belvins (1983) and 2id@4) have surveyed personal, family and acadeacioifs
affecting achievement of children in schools. Thesults, made clear the direct influence of vdesisuch as
parents academic level, gender, age, motivation ratationship with peers on academic achievemént o
children. Children at earlier age tend to be mdeyfpl and extroverted but at later years matubtings in
more calmness and higher concentration which Hedmtto carry out more complex mental activities tha
age demands. Age and maturation contribute pokbititee the readiness of children to learn. Maintagnia
progressive academic achievement demands thatrehilie allowed to go at their own rate and be stpgo
with good learning environment.

Research M ethodology:

Resear ch Design.

The design adopted for this research is case stbdye study is a research approach in which theareser
deliberately studies a group, an individual or taiaion to arrive at meaningful conclusion abow troup,
individual or situation. This research aims at lelithing the prevalence of acceleration among raatéfemale
primary school pupils in selected private schonlSokoto metropolis. It also identified the imptioca of this
practice on the girl child in particular. A casedst is good for this study since the researchenaboover all
the private primary schools in Sokoto metropolis.

Population of the Study

This study covered 4 selected private primary stshimoSokoto metropolis. A total of 236 pupils wéngolved.
Four (4) leading private primary schools in Sokwobtetropolis were purposively selected for this study
Purposive sampling was preferred since the reseasimed at a case study of the schools. Purpssinmling

is good in reaching the target population. Pringrypupils were also selected since it is the teainclass for
primary education. The prevalence of acceleratimhits implication will be better appreciated amdhig class.
The selected schools are Federal Government Coligdf School (89), Federal Staff Schools (23)hek
Schools (29) and Blue Crescent Primary School (BB entire population of primary 6 pupils in theséools
were involved in the research due to the limitednbar of primary six pupils in private primary schoo
nowadays. This is also in keeping with the opinioh researchers like Shaughnessy, Zechmeister and
Zechmersiter (2000) who believed that the bestarebeis one which carries along the entire poprat
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pointing out that sampling is only necessary wlikeeresearcher cannot cover the entire population.
Instrumentation

Two instruments were used for this research nanfelguestionnaire that identified pupils who skippedss
and those who did not.

ii. Academic performance test in English language Kathematics.

The questionnaire that distinguished those whppsd class from those who did not is a simple one
with 2 sections. Section A captured the persont dathe pupils while section B contained simphel airect
questions that elicited straight forward and horsaswers e.g. have you skipped any class sincestgoted
school? If yes which class or classes did you skiig” The Academic Performance Test (APT) was aabpt
from Njoku (2009). It was originally developed farPh.D research using primary 6 pupils in Sokoétbk and
zamfara states of Nigeria. The tests have very bagttent validity and a reliability of 0.88 for High language
and 0.86 for Mathematics.

Administration and Scoring of the Instruments:

The two instruments were administered one aftethemo Starting with the questionnaire that ideatfithose
who skipped class or classes. The researcher diys@aministered the questionnaire to all the fsugbing
school by school. With proper instruction and guickathe pupils accurately answered the questionsas
retrieved from them. The academic performancevtest also seemingly administered, timed appropyidiied

any primary school external examination. The anshawklets were retrieved and carefully marked. Each
subject had a maximum score of 100%

Results

Table 1: Prevalence of acceleration among maldemdle pupils

Sex Total No No of those whpNo of those who did % of those who
skipped class not skip class skipped class

Male 141 51 90 36.17%

Female 95 60 35 63.15

Table 2- Average age of male and female primaryle

Sex Total Number Average Age
Male 141 12yrs 3month
Female 95 11lyrs
Table 3 — Average age of male and female pupils skiygped class
Sex Total number Average Age
Male 51 11yrs 3 months
Female 60 10yrs 7months
Table 4: Academic performance of male and femajglpwho skipped class.
N Mean Std df t-cal t-crit
Males who skipped class 51 49.37 11.8 50 5.77 2.00
females who skipped class 60 46.75 12.0

Table 4 shows a significant difference in the perfance of males who skipped class and females &ipbpex
class since the t-calculated (5.77) is greater tha critical value (2.0). This difference is avbur of males.
Table 5- T-test of academic performance of allevaald female pupils.

Variables N Mean Std df t-cal t-crit
Males 141 40.58 13.62 95 1.852 .067
Females 95 45,57 13.31

Table 5 shows a significant difference in the pemniance of male and female pupils in favour of fezealThe
mean score of females is higher than that of baystle t-call (1.852) is also higher than t-cid6(7).
Summary of Findings
i. Acceleration of primary school pupils is more pilewhamong females.
ii. Average age of males in primary school is highantthat of females
iii. Average age of males who skipped class is alscehitjian that of females who skipped class
iv. Males who skipped class performed better than fesnaho skipped class.
Discussion of Findings
Acceleration which is mostly evident in grade skigpin this part of the world and Sokoto state antigular has
been found to be a popular practice in schoolss Tesearch found out that it is more common withdie
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pupils than males. There is no doubt in this beedemale education in this society is still pereéivas a away
of delaying girls from marrying. Many parents whavk reluctantly sent here female children to schemrht
them to finish as early as possible so that theymarry. Female education has still not receivexkind of
encouragement it deserves. Acceleration accordirmgitocates like Vantasel — Baska (2003) and Sekiand
Maker (2003) is an intervention for gifted and taéx children. It was not intended to make childfiarsh
school at younger age whether they are good acad#ynor not. But this practice has been abusegdrgnts
and teachers who want to move children faster tiueme of them can go particularly the girls. Ovgtysthree
percent (63%) of female pupils involved in thiseaxh have skipped one class or the other whil@tahaty
six percent (36%) of their male counterparts omipped class. It was also noted that the averageah which
the female finish primary school is also low thhattof males. This means that boys are allowedatura and
be ready for school than girls. Acceleration of iughould be strictly on the bases of performabhag it
appears it is not so by the result of this resepasticularly for girls. When the academic perfonoa of males
who skipped class and females who skipped classwmpared, it favoured the males who skipped. Matas
skipped class performed better than females whapski class since they are more matured and therrdass
accelerating them was more genuine than that dfetin@les. One hundred and forty one males werdvadan
this research but only 51 were accelerated whitetgi five females were involved but 60 were aceabat
representing 36% and 63% respectively. If childaem accelerated just because their parents wamttthenove
faster in school it will affect the academic penfiance of such children.

For the males who were accelerated to perforneb#ian the females who were accelerated it means
they were carefully picked based on their perforoeabecause when the performance of all the boysgyaitsd
were compared, girls performed better than the bishmny researchers like Wikeley & Jamieson (2018)eh
proved girls to be more hardworking in schools dadetter than boys nowadays, Croxford (2000) hadsame
opinion in his paper “Gender and National curricuthifting agendas in the UK and Europe, he fotiad the
average level of attainment for boys is lower ttiat of girls.

Here in Nigeria Yoloye (1983) in his work “The ewation of teaching” had the same opinion. For girls
to perform generally better than the boys and tuelerated boys performed better than the accetbugitls it
means that the reason and approach of accelegitings faulty. No wonder Van Tassel — Baska (1)98@ted
that many parents and teachers have an incorrefgrstanding of acceleration. Abubakar and Adegbayeg
(2012) confirmed that age is a better predictoacgdemic performance than gender. This beingdke boys
and girls should be allowed to mature for any lefedcademic pursuit they engage in. Acceleratioitopart is
good when the reasons for it is academic excellence
Conclusion

Acceleration is an intervention given to gifteddaalented children to make them go at faster trada
their peers in school. It has attracted a lot gfpsut from researchers and educationists. It igdditere that
acceleration is more prevalent in girls than indolhe accelerated boys performed better thandbelexated
girls though the general performance of the galscélerated and non accelerated) is better thabay®e This
indicates that the acceleration of the girls mayhrave seen strictly based on their academic pedaoce like
the boys. This proves that there are some ottetianal reasons for accelerating the girls. Age b@en found
to be a major predictor of academic performancend®n children are moved faster than their ageceary it
will have negative implication on their academicfpemance.

Recommendation
Acceleration of children at every level of educat&hould be strictly based on their academic pevémice.

Girls should not be moved faster than they cajugbbecause their parents want them to finish @cho
early and marry.

Teachers should pay very good attention to acatelérchildren to help them keep their pace.
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