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Abstract

This paper considered the meaning of tertiary efitutalt equally examined the trend of access ttiaey
education in Nigeria. Similarly, the impedimentsattcess to tertiary education in Nigeria were disoussed.
These include the quota system, carrying capapityr funding, poor socio-economic background and se
discrimination. The efforts by government to inaeaccess were also presented. The paper highligbtae
recommendation which when implemented will increaseess to qualitative tertiary education. In cuosicin,
the paper emphasized the need for government ® tgjv priority to reforming the educational systamto
ameliorate the situation and enlarge access tatafting tertiary education.

Introduction

There is no gainsaying that education is the basitument of economic growth and technological
advancement in any society. It is in recognitiontltif fact that governments commit immense resautoe
ensure the provision of education for their citgeand also tailor their policies toward ensuringt tit is made
accessible to the generality of their citizenrglhtevels.

Obviously, no country can progress if most ofdifizens do not have education, particularly higher
education. This accounts for the need and valuguafitative tertiary education in the life of angtion. To
ensure quality tertiary education, and to guaratitaehigher education programmes and coursestefigional
needs, Nigeria has to put in place the Nationalvehsities Commission (NUC), National Commission for
College of Education (NCCE) National Board for Teiclal Education (NBTE), and particularly, the Joint
Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) to enswgquitable access to tertiary institutions acrdss t
country. The NUC, for instance, regulates Univgrdtiducation in terms of standards, sets merit,yasgr
capacity, residence zones or catchment’s areagjaoid for educationally less developed states igarier for
admission into Federal Universities. In the samie,vihe NBTE ensures standards in other higher atthrc
institutions (polytechnics, and monotechnics). Tikislso applicable to NCCE. In any case, it hamnbargued
that rather than enhance access to tertiary edugdkiese criteria restrict access to higher edutat

Thousands of applicants sit for the JAMB examoradi from year to year since its inception in 1978,
but not up to 20% on the average gain admissioh gaar into the tertiary institutions. This is anstraint to
tertiary Education.

Tertiary Education System in Nigeria

Tertiary education, often called higher educatfothe education given in post-secondary instingiof
learning such as universities, polytechnics, marfoies, colleges of Education, Colleges of Agriarét
Colleges of Technology, Correspondence collegesadliwdl institutions. Presently, there are about R&tiary
or higher education institutions in Nigeria. Out thfis number, the Nigerian University System hag 12
institutions, made up of 36 Federal Universities, s3ate universities and 51 private universitiethvei total
enroliment of about 726,760 students (Ukertor, dt&l Media Broadcast, Wednesday"2Rebruary, 2012).
The remaining 139 comprised other federal, statd @nvately owned tertiary education institutions
(polytechnics, monotechnics, colleges of educatte), that train middle level manpower with spaezed skills
needed by most organizations (Obasi, 2008). Byrthisber, the Nigerian tertiary education systemld/:geem
to have expanded or appreciated rapidly to abdwrintumber of candidates seeking admission intgeitthe
problem of access to tertiary education in the tgupersists. This follows the ever-increasing nembf
qualified candidates that seek admission intotinsbins of higher learning every year.

Thus, despite the carrying capacity policy, Nigerhigher education institutions operate at a highe
capacity than they were originally established.

According to Ukertor (2010:31), “The demand foreger access to higher education continues
unabated due to its social benefit, especially $o@ety in which social mobility depends largetytbe level of
education acquired”. Added to this fact is thatsthavith higher education qualifications have adrathance of
securing a job compared to those without highercation qualifications. Nevertheless, the more reegbée
aspect of the situation, according to Ocho (20@8%) s that learning institutions generally in Nigeria:

Are incapable of meeting the objectives for theitablishment because of the poor
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quality and quantity of staff, lack of adequaterastructure and equipment, and
above all, lack of commitment of staff as a resoit poor remuneration and
uninspiring conditions of service.

The foregoing unfortunate situation makes Tramsfdion of Education and Enlarging Access to
Qualitative Tertiary Education an issue of concern.

Accessto Tertiary Education in Nigeria

Nigeria with an estimated population of 170 millibas only 261 institutions of higher learning, mad
up of federal, state and privately owned univezsitipolytechnics, colleges of education and teduyyohs well
as other degree-awarding institutions. This numdfelnigher education institutions would seem to besgly
inadequate considering the unprecedented leveleafadd for higher education in recent times. Teeming
numbers of Nigerian youths can hardly matriculate tb inadequate spaces in these institutions, hwitdan
only accommodate about fifteen percent” of the fegnyouths seeking admission (Ukertor, 2010:34heDt
contributory factors to the rising demand for #angi education in Nigeria are population explosidwgl
population growth), expansion of basic and secaonéducation, and the number as well as rate of traf
students that desire higher education among othiegees without saying that the situation will wen in some
years ahead when the products or graduates ofrihetdal Basic Education Scheme (UBES) begin teranto
higher education institutions.

All the same, in most advanced countries of theldveuch as America, where the universal education
has been achieved, the right of access to prinsaggndary and tertiary education is guaranteedinstance, in
America, the demand for higher education is so tigih the gross enrollment ratio is about 100% Jevtfiat of
Nigeria is 5% only (Adeotomre, 2007). The quesimnVhat happens to the remaining 95%? The answitid
guestion brings up the issue of access to teréidugation in Nigeria.

The word “access” implies making it possible feey child of school age to receive school educatio
Dada (2004) and Tonwe (2005) described accesseadgtht to get or receive formal education as dittirom
informal or outside school education, while the tddiNations Educational, Scientific and Culturag@nization
(UNESCO, 2003) put “access in tertiary educatiom’ntean “ensuring equitable access to tertiary dauca
based on merit, capacity, effort and perseverarioethis connection, equity in education implieseting that
every segment of the civil society receives its $hiare of access to whatever educational opptigarithat are
provided (Ene, 2005).

Access simply means opportunity for formal edurativhile equity is fairness in admission into sdhoo
education.

The right of every child to education world overguaranteed in the United Nations Declaration of
Human Rights, Article 26 of 1948, which had a righeducation” as one of its components (Ukert0d,(228).
According to Tomasevski (2003), the right to edigrgt among other things, implies that educatiorais
entittement to everyone. In other words, every @ersas school education as a fundamental righo dertiary
level. By this, governments of all nations are gédl to make school education available, accessibigptable
and affordable to their citizens at all levels dfieation. Interestingly, Nigerian government encégied this
sense of obligation in section 1, paragraph 4hefNational Policy on Education, which states, fgWdigerian
child shall have a right to equal educational opyuties irrespective of any real or imagined dikds each
according to his or her ability” The objective diig policy is to provide equal access to educationa
opportunities for all citizens of the country a¢ tArimary, Secondary and Tertiary levels, bothidimsind outside
the formal system, so that each person will be #&blacquire as much education as he or she calh these
levels and contribute significantly to national dBpment. This provision of equal access to edonati
opportunities for all citizens of the country dtlaivels of education changed the landscape of mifgdpaccess to
higher or tertiary education in Nigeria.

The most significant policy initiatives taken bypwgrnment that have increased access to tertiary
education in Nigeria are the licensing of privaéstiary education institutions across the countng ahe
reintroduction of the National open University (the former president of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun €xrgo)
that was scraped by the military in 1981. The dstalment of more universities by state governmésntalso
complementing the effort of the Federal Governmanthis respect. Equally, commendable is governisent
effort to ensure quality higher education as wsleguitable representation of all states in thgatgreducation
in Nigeria, which led to the creation of an agenailled JAMB (by the military Decree No. 2 of 1978)ne of
the objectives of this agency is to develop maatyirier streaming tertiary admissions on a unifornd dair
basis. In other words, the essence of setting UgBl#s to evolve uniform standards for tertiary adsion and
to ensure that merit serves as the basis of setecficandidates for admission. Unfortunately hosvethere has
been a contradiction between the stated goals MBJAnd what is in practice (Obilade, 1992). The BM
admission policy has been found to be a quota bags@m in which non academic considerations specif
catchment’s areas, which means geographical areaghich higher educational institution is permitted
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obliged to select candidates at the expense oérbettality candidates that did not fall within tbatchment’'s
area.

Thus, Obilade (1992) observed that JAMB examimatiare a mere political tool used by government
to equalize educational opportunities or develognietween the advantaged states and disadvanttafed.s
Ukertor (2010:35) stated that the board’s “Pattefradmission requires merit 45%, catchment's arg%,3
disadvantaged areas 20%, and discretion 10%" Unfately, the entire tertiary education system igdxia can
only accommodate about 15% of those seeking admis$ihe foregoing situations resulted in competitior
access to the limited places and thereby led topst@actices such as cheating in examination, dyikfor
admission and manipulation of examination scoredegtor, 2010:33).

Saint, Haratnet and Streansnet (2003) furtherrtegddhe inefficiency or lapses of the JAMB in adst
they conducted on the effects of its methods ofiasion for higher education and found significaiftetlences
in academic performance between students admittedesit and those admitted on the criteria. Theodub and
repetition rates for the latter were three timesatgr than for the merit- based group. The systeatdmission
through JAMB had, thus, continued to come underpeaiticisms as various studies conducted contintee
reveal a lack of relationship between JAMB entrgres and performance in degree examination comsgldre
situations, Akpotu (2005) stated that the majontaties to increased access to higher educatiorigerid are
the reform policies of quota system, catchmentsaadmission policy, poor and inadequate facildiesvell as
the limited absorptive capacity of Nigerian tenfiamstitutions. Following these situations, the @ewh for higher
education in Nigeria in recent times has reachedrgrecedented high level that access to tertiducation
institutions continues to pose a serious problem.

Impedimentsto Accessto Tertiary Education in Nigeria
Apparently from the discussion so far, the problefraccess to higher education in Nigeria can be
traced back to 1959 when the “Ashby Commissioredhithe issues of equity and access in higher edutat

(Ukertor, 2010:32). The Commission then reportedomgnother things that there was an imbalance in

educational opportunities between the northern smathern parts of the country and that opportuifi

enroliment were inadequate for the needs of themaSince then, the problem of access to terthycation
due to the lack of capacity of the system to absloebever increasing number of students seekingsatbm into
higher institutions of learning has continued teeri This follows some impediments emanating from th
government attitude and policies. Such policiestheequota system of admission, the NUC carryingaciy
and poor funding. Other factors include poor somm®mic background of students and sex discrinonaith
admission.

(1). The Quota System: This system was introduced by the Federal GoverhmEhligeria in an attempt to
provide equity in the tertiary education institutsobut this has been grossly abused and has ifdmeatne
an impediment to access to tertiary education tayntandidates. This system of admission, accortting
the Federal Character Commission in 1996, involeagring the entry qualification of states conseter
educationally less developed or disadvantaged, twhie given 20% exclusive admission chances to the
detriment of better quality candidates with higbeores in the matriculation examination (Ukertd1@).

(2). Carrying Capacity: The carrying capacity means that students shoglddmitted based on the available
facilities, such as adequate lecture rooms, weltksd libraries, good staff/student ratio, accomatiadh
etc. Though this policy is aimed at ensuring guadif instruction (Oduwaiye, 2008), it has become a
problem to access to higher education as the ttistits are careful not to exceed their capacityhigh
margins so as not to incur sanctions from the eguy bodies such as the NUC, NCCE and NBTE.

(3). Poor Funding: Poor funding is another factor militating agaiastess to higher education in Nigeria. The
budgetary allocation to education in recent timas been on the decline. For instance, in 1999 2% 4f
annual budget was allocated to education. Thisdrastically reduced to 5.9% 2001 and 1.83% in 2003
(Akpan & Undie, 2007). The minimum standard, setdeveloping countries is 26%. Instead of moving
towards the minimum standard, the experience isdlirge, thereby making expansion, which would have
widened access to higher education to be diffifuliot impossible. The implication is that theres arot
enough funds to develop infrastructural facilities Nigerian tertiary education institutions. Such
inadequate infrastructural facilities necessitdatexdN U C, NCCE and NBTE admission criteria of giag
capacity of the institutions to ensure quality cohtwhich has become a restricting factor to asdes
tertiary education in Nigeria.

(4). Poor Socio-Economic Background: Ehiametalor (2005) revealed in his study that 70d&%ligerians are
poor and that only 29.8% of families can live oreatollar gN160.00) or above a day. Williams (2004)
corroborated this fact that out of the populatiéraloout 150 million Nigerians over 120 million goeor.
Many cannot afford to pay their children’s schaegg. Thus, the socio-economic hardship experiebged
the parents or guardians deprives many of accebgjber education. The government’s initiative le t
legitimatization of privately owned tertiary institons is not a total solution to access as manthege
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poor ones cannot afford the exorbitant fees chatgedhese private institutions. Such exorbitantsfee
charged make them seem exclusive to the well-tpetiple in the society; which means the issue aésgcc
and equity is not addressed.

(5). Sex-Discrimination: Another issue that hinders access to and equitygher education in Nigeria is sex
discrimination. By tradition or religion, preferemés given to education of male children over fersal
Ukertor (2010) observed that the tradition andgieh of some parts of Nigeria favours the educatbn
male children over those of females. The femalesgiwven out in early marriage. Ehiametalor (2005)
reported that the number of females that took ®@42university matriculation examination (UME) was
352,834 compared to 438,703 in 2003. This is a afop95%. This implies that traditional and religso
beliefs adversely affect the female children’s ascéo higher education compared to their males’
counterpart.

Government Initiativesin Increasing Accessto Higher Education in Nigeria

Based on the discussion so far, it is glaringlyiobs that the problems of access to higher edwcati

Nigeria are many and varied. Nevertheless, ongdasknowledge the fact that the government hasmgtted

to tackle the problems through some policy inti@tivhich include:

(D). Licensing of Private Universities. With the recent approval at the establishmentoofes new private
universities across the country, private univegsithave grown from 42 to 51. To a certain extds, t
will go a long way in satisfying the qualified cadates who could afford the cost of private
universities. However, the fact remains that thes Iprivileged are still denied access following the
exorbitant fees charged in these private instihgjavhich make them the exclusive preserve of odild
of the few rich people in society. Hence, the legitization of private institutions is of an immaté
solution to the problem of access to higher edanét Nigeria.

(2). Reintroducing the National Open University of Nigeria (Noun): Without doubt, the re-opening of
the open universities and distant education (Destdrearning) is a right step in the right directian
enhancing access to those who need higher edudatiigeria Open or Distance Learning is referred
to as life-long learning, life- wide education, #deducation, media based education, self- learning
(NPE, 2004). It is a good means of bridging the aednand supply gap of higher education in Nigeria.
The admission policy is quite flexible and operet@ryone, including the disabled such as blindf dea
and dumb who desire a higher education (Ukertot,020However, the obvious is that these policy
initiatives have not addressed the increasing ddrf@arhigher education in Nigeria.

Recommendations
In view of the above discussions on access toenigducation in Nigeria, these recommendations are

made for implementation if meaningful access tdaigeducation in the country is to be achieved.

(). The existing conventional tertiary institut®across Nigeria should be well funded by the osvse
that there will be expansion. The old buildings dbdobe repaired and new ones built, so as to
accommodate more students. There is no doubt thahthe existing institutions are expanded, more
candidates would have more access to higher edudatiNigeria.

(2). The issues of quota system of admission @erfd character or catchment’s areas or localiukhbe
reviewed. For instance, just as special admissi@neces argivento states considered educationally
less developed or disadvantaged, same gesturedsheukxtended to candidates from poor soda-
economic backgrounds who find it difficult to aftbtheir school fees. If possible, such studentsilsho
be identified and placed on scholarship schemes,Tihi essence, means that admissions should be
liberalized to an extent that quality is not compiged.

3). Private Tertiary Institutions can still becenraged but profit making should be minimized.tidey
education should be seen as service oriented rdtharprofit making. So, while they can still charg
fees, it should not be exploitative so as to accodate more people desiring higher education in
Nigeria.

(4). Open Universities and Distance education shbe encouraged. Government should mount camp#igns
sensitize the masses, especially those who carfib&oen higher education, and take the opportunity
to acquire tertiary education.

(5). Given that no educational system can rise altlb® quality of its teachers, the era of messmtha teachers
by treating them with condescension and indigntpwd be over (ended) in the entire education
system. The government and society should placést@hers in the priority consideration, which they
deserve through enhanced salary package, paying beéore other categories of workers, improving
their work conditions and environment and they wailtomatically respond positively to the demands of
their calling.
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Conclusion

Let us realize that the life, future growth, pregg and development of any nation is a functiothef
quality of education received by the citizens. TagrNigerian youths who desire higher educatiorenable
them better themselves and the society are degisba due to impediments emanating from some gmesrh
policies, such as catchment's areas, educatiolae#iy developed states and carrying capacity as agll
inadequate infrastructural facilities in the teii@ducation system. As no nation can progressoétnof its
citizens have no school education, there is neethibgovernment to give top priority to reformitige system
to ameliorate the situation and make Nigeria bétteus all.
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