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Abstract

The study was conducted on 36 players who voluateéom 6 different states of India. The Questidrena
contained 34 questions under categories of faglittoaches, benefits, selection, performance,iomand
publicity of the game (reliability 0 .89 & Validity82). Percentage of responses was calculatedaEitities
West Bengal & Jharkhand had an opinion that on\etage 83.33% had specialized lawn bowl players,
equipments, play facilities and maximum utilizatafrfacilities whereas Meghalaya, Assam, Bihar,&f&had

an opinion that on an average of 50% specializegeps, grounds to practice, medical facilitieslizitig
existing facility with latest gadgets. All the states believed 0% qualifies coaches are avail@bighe factor

of coaches’ quality of players from six states hhdolute opinion 100% & were extremely positivehef role,
knowledge, efficiency, punctuality, helping natofeplayers. On the factor of benefits to the playmonetary
(state level), Jharkhand, Bihar, Kerala 50% arisféad, off season camps organised 83.33% witlsfatiory
duration of camps but with very less 50% of finahaid from the government, incentives, prizes lamiglours
with 66.66% competitions held regularly in West Bah Jharkhand, Meghalaya & Bihar with 100% lack of
motivation for the game. On the factor of selectafnthe team Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand & West Bengal
supported the opinion of politics, regional preferes and back ground of player involved 100% far th
national team selection whereas Kerala and Meghdlaye opposite opinion. On the factor of perforoeanf

the team regarding commitment to performance, pgdical preparedness & professionalism 100% pkyer
of the six states had agreement for it. PromotioRublicity factor 83.33% from West Bengal, Jharkihan
Assam, Bihar, Kerala & Meghalaya players agreeihgneas 16.66% players are not in agreement. Tlae dat
indicates that in India the game of Lawn Bawld séijuires support and governmental policies to enthie
game popular.

1. Introduction

Bowls historians believe that the game was develdgen Egypt. One of their pastimes was to playtkdd
with round stones. The sport spread across thedveortl took a variety of forms, Bocce (ltalian),Bol
(Saxon), Bolle (Danish), Boules (French) and Ulaakéi (Polynesian). World Bowls stretches over 6
continents and covers 52 member National Authesrith 46 Member Nations from Botswana to America
via Fiji. The oldest lawn bowls site in play is Southampton, England. Records show that the dnaen
been in operation since 1299 A.D. During the r@§Richard Il bowls were referred to as "gettrepeee”

or "jetter de pierre," and describes throwing anst@robably as round as possible. Bowls in Indiae
introduced by the British expatriates. It was mgaifidr recreation and was considered as an aligmn#d
golf. Bowls in India were introduced to the Royall€utta Golf Club around 1830 A.D. from there ondga

it was exported to the other clubs whose patrorevBeitish namely Vast Tea Estates and Jute HillEast
India. As on today bowls are still an importanttgd RCGC'’s curriculum and have been the flag beaf
bowls in India. Initially, when the rail system wiasroduced in India, it gradually got number ofovdders as
they were the staff and large number of Anglo-Indiammunity working for it. The railway hubs araun
the country all had very active clubs. Bowls waf#ite in these clubs until the 1950’s. Later wtile exist

of British and mass migration of the Anglo- Indieammunity to U.k., Australia, Canada etc. The noble
discipline fell down. Most clubs were not able taintain the facilities and called off the sportbafwls in
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India. The bowls in India were revived and Bowliederation of India was formed on*2ovember 1985.
The Federation got affiliated to The Indian Olympigsociation followed by affiliation to the WorBbdy

in 1990.There is little knowledge of Bowls in IndiBhe initiation of the game dates from 2007. kpre
coaches were invited to identify talent and coaemt. State Championships and Nationals were coeduc
to increase the popularity of the game and attrawe players from different states. The processitoed
from December 2008 to 2009 when Indian team reptedeat the Asia- Pacific Championships in 2009.
2010 Commonwealth Games was the turning pointifergame of bowls. Due to the Games there are 3
greens in Delhi. This Complex comprised 4 synthiétiadlight greens with accommodation for speatato
etc. In India after Commonwealth Games 2010 lawwi®otook a step forward to 84National Games,
Jharkhand where 8 states qualified for the SenatioNals. The Senior Nationals were held in thetinof
August 2011 at Ranchi, states participated wergiDBihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Rajasthan, Miegha
Assam & Bihar

2. Procedure and Methods

A survey was conducted on the players of lawn Howvh 6 states of India. The study was conducted@@®n
players who volunteered from west Bengal, Jharkhaddghalaya, Assam Bihar & Kerala. The
Questionnaire contained 34 questions which wereleldvunder the heads of Facilities, Coaches, Benefi
Selection, Performance, and Promotion and Publafithe game (reliability .89 & Validity .82). Thaata
was collected during 34National Games 2011. Ranchi. As the data collestadt in ratio and interval scale
it is a nominal scale i.e. non parametric statigi@pplied (T parallel option, cross volis/ mamighe
substitute of non parametric T- test is applied).

3. Results

On the factor of facilities83.33% players from west Bengal and Jharkhand glyoagree on having
specialized lawn ball players in their states wherdleghalaya & Kerala are neutral in their respomigh
50%. The facilities to play lawn balls at schoaldein west Bengal is 83.33%, Bihar is 100%, Jharichis
66.66%, decreasing to 50% positive response irerald. The availability of qualified coaches ataah
level only Jharkhand has 66.66% positive respoesieall state disagrees. In response to standdrtiine

ball grounds to practice the game west Bengal ahdriagreed with 100% & 83.33% respectively whereas
Assam and Jharkhand had same opinion with 66.6@PMeaghalaya having 100% opposite response in this.
On asked for qualified coach to train the statentealy Jharkhand Meghalaya with 66.66% & 50% gave
positive response rest all states were 100% negaditeghalaya , Kerala & Bihar strongly agreed owvirtng
proper medical facilities whereas in Assam respavae 100% opposite. The existing facilities wittest
gadgets and equipments Jharkhand, Assam, Bihaigtyragreed whereas Meghalaya & Kerala were neutral
with 50% response. The availability of stadiumsBifar , Meghalaya & Jharkhand are 100% positive
whereas west Bengal and Assam strongly disagregiization of facilities in all the six states shrgly
agreed with whatever facilities exist in their resfive states are used to the fullest.

On the factor of coaches all the six states 100Béezbjthat the role of coach is important to detearhe
performance of the team with coaches having sefiicknowledge of the game. Jharkhand and Bihar
strongly agreed that seminar/refreshers/clinicastdeing held regularly for updating the knowkedfthe
coaches/players. Meghalaya’s response on this G#samd west Bengal disagreed with 83.33%. Coaches
are punctual and devoted in their jobs in Bihanate & Meghalaya whereas the response in Jharkisand
66.66% decreasing to 33.33% in Assam and negativeest Bengal. Bihar, Kerala & Jharkhand strongly
agreed on coaches appointed at state/ nationdl dexaleserving and efficient. On the other handafs
disagreed with 66.66% and west Bengal with 100%mieo players are of great help to the youngsteriagu
coaching is been agreed by all the states

On the factor of benefits the 50% players of Jhankhand 66.66% players of Bihar agree that monetary

benefits are given to the players are sufficientthisy state associations whereas all other statesghy
disagreed to it. Meghalaya, Assam, Jharkhand @agsponded positively with 100%, 83.33% & 66.66%
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respectively on off season camps organised bytdtessand duration of coaching camps are satisfacto
whereas team west Bengal strongly disagreed to. laly 50% players from Jharkhand and Meghalaya
think that the financial aids from the governmeamtsufficient to run the game, rest all disagreth wie same.
Jharkhand, Assam & Meghalaya players think theritices, prizes, honours given to them and coactees a
sufficient with 83.33%, 100% & 66.66% decreasin® @6 response in Bihar & 33.33% in Kerala whereas
west Bengal gave 0% positive response. On the citiope held regularly in the four state agreed
reasonably whereas Assam & Kerala disagreed with&088.33% respectively. All the six states strongly
agreed on lack of motivation in popularisationtu game.

On the factor of selection mainly all the statesegt Meghalaya think that politics is involved imet
selection procedure during nationals and except Besgal all other states response positively giorel
preferences involved during selection procedureel&fs Bihar, Meghalaya and Jharkhand think theepday
background is important to them to be in the tedth 88.33% and 66.66% respectively.

On the factor of performance, all the players & #ix states strongly agreed that the team periocea
matters most to them and the players are prepasgghplogically to compete in different tournamewest
Bengal refused to this with 66.66% . On asked apmfessionalism will help to improve the standastithe
game all gave positive signs

On the factor of promotion and publicifssam, Meghalaya & Jharkhand agreed that the gmanhgives
sufficient support and promotion to the game ofridwall along with the parents playing positive rb090%

in its promotion. Media giving maximum coveragended of bowling clubs and academies is been felt an
agreed by all the states. The encouragements fieen association are must and a prime factor.

4. Conclusion

Besides the fact that west Bengal has the oldesirsiindia for lawn ball greens in royal club tla¢est
standardized green is not available there. Thélypddly on the grassy green with the old bowls relas
states like Jharkhand, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya Kacthla are equipped with latest gadgets and
standardized bowling green. Players of all thestites make the best use of facilities availabteéem by
their respective state bodies. Being a new spohdia it is developing all over. For the promatiand
publicity of the game here in India media has ethg major role during commonwealth games 2010 and
during 34" national games 2011. The game is spreading elllodia states like Delhi, Arunachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan have standardized bowling green witimgdalents joining the competitive sport.
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Table 1

Percentage Response on Facilities for Lawn Bowddahle in Selected States of India
Responses Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10
(in %)

W.B. Yes | 83.33| 83.33 0 100 0 33.33 | 66.66 | 66.66 | 83.33 0
No | 16.6 | 16.6 | 100 0 100 | 66.66 | 33.33 | 33.33| 16.66 | 100
JKHD | Yes | 83.3 | 66.66 | 66.66 | 66.66 | 66.66 | 33.33 | 66.66 | 83.33 | 83.33 | 66.66
No | 16.€ | 33.3¢ | 33.3¢ | 33.3¢ | 33.3¢ | 66.6€ | 33.3¢ | 16.37 | 16.6¢ | 33.3¢
MGH Yes 50 50 16.66 0 50 100 | 83.33| 50 100 | 83.33
No 5C 50 83.37 | 10C 5C 0 16.3¢ 5C 0 16.6¢
ASM Yes 0 0 0 66.66 0 0 0 100 100 | 16.66
No 100 100 100 | 33.33| 100 100 100 0 0 83.33
BHR Yes | 16.6 | 100 | 33.33| 83.33 | 33.33| 83.33| 100 100 100 100
No | 83.3¢ 0 66.6¢ | 16.6¢ | 66.6¢ | 16.6¢€ 0 0 0 0
KRL Yes 50 50 0 50 0 100 50 50 100 50
No 50 50 10C 5C 10C 0 50 5C 0 5C

Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continugspectively)
Where: W.B. =West Bengal, MGH= Meghalaya, ASM=sa%, BHR= Bihar, KRL= Kerala
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Table 2
Percentage Response on Coaches for Lawn Bowlsablaih Selected States of India
Responses (in %) Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6
W.B. Yes 100 33.3 16.66 0 0 100
No 0 66.€ 83.3¢ 10C 10C 0
JKHD Yes 100 83.33 100 66.66 83.33 100
No 0 16.6¢€ 0 33.3¢ 16.6¢ 0
MGH Yes 100 83.33 50 100 100 100
No 0 16.6¢€ 50 0 0 0
ASM Yes 83.33 33.33 0 33.33 33.33 100
No 16.6¢ 66.6¢ 10C 66.6¢€ 66.6¢ 0
BHR Yes 100 83.33 100 100 100 100
No 0 16.6¢€ 0 0 0 0
KRL Yes 100 100 66.66 100 100 100
No 0 0 33.3¢ 0 0 0

Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continuespectively)
Where: W.B. =West Bengal, MGH= Meghalaya, ASM= Aas8HR= Bihar, KRL= Kerala
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Fig 3
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Table 3

Percentage Response on Benefits for Lawn Bowldablaiin Selected States of India

Responses (in %) Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7
W.B. Yes 0 0 0 0 0 66.66 50
No 10C 10C 10C 10C 10C 33.3¢ 50

JKHD Yes 50 66.66 83.33 50 83.33 66.66 100
No 50 33.3¢ 16.6¢ 5C 16.6¢€ 33.3¢ 0

MGH Yes 16.66 100 83.33 50 66.66 83.33 100
No 83.3¢ 0 16.6¢ 5C 33.3¢ 16.6¢ 0

ASM Yes 0 83.33 33.33 16.66 100 0 100
No 100 16.66 66.66 83.33 0 100 0

BHR Yes 66.6 50 100 33.33 50 66.66 100
No 33.33 50 0 66.66 50 33.33 0

KRL Yes 33.33 33.33 33.33 16.66 33.33 33.33 100
No 66.66 66.66 66.66 83.33 66.66 66.66 0

Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continuagspectively)

Where: W.B. =West Bengal ,
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Table 4
Percentage Response on Selection for Lawn Bowitablain Selected States of India
Responses Q1 Q2 Q3
(in %)
W.B. Yes 66.66 16.66 0
No 33.33 83.33 100
JKHD Yes 66.66 50 66.66
No 33.33 50 33.33
MGH Yes 16.66 50 66.66
No 83.3: 5C 33.3¢
ASM Yes 100 100 0
No 0 0 10C
BHR Yes 100 100 83.33
No 0 0 16.6¢
KRL Yes 50 50 50
No 50 5C 5C

Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continuespectively)

Where: W.B. =West Bengal ,

MGH= Meghalaya, ASM-sas, BHR= Bihar, KRL= Kerala
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Fig 5
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Table 5
Percentage Response on Performance for Lawn Bawighble in Selected States of India
Q1 Q2 Q3
Responses (in %)
W.B. Yes 100 16.66 0
No 0 83.3:¢ 10C
JKHD Yes 100 50 66.66
No 0 50 33.3¢
MGH Yes 100 50 66.66
No 0 50 33.33
ASM Yes 100 100 0
No 0 0 100
BHR Yes 100 100 83.33
No 0 0 16.6¢
KRL Yes 100 50 50
No 0 50 50

Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continuespectively)
Where: W.B. =West Bengal, MGH= Meghalaya, ASM=sa®, BHR= Bihar, KRL= Kerala
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Fig 6
PROMOTION & PUBLICITY
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Table 6
Percentage Response on Promotion & Publicity feviBowls available in Selected States of India
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5
Responses (in %)
W.B. Yes 0 100 0 100 0
No 100 0 100 0 100
JKHD Yes 50 100 83.33 83.33 16.66
No 50 0 16.66 16.66 83.33
MGH Yes 66.66 100 50 100 100
No 33.33 0 50 0 0
ASM Yes 100 100 100 100 100
No 0 0 0 0 0
BHR Yes 16.6 100 100 100 100
No 83.33 0 0 0 0
KRL Yes 0 100 0 100 50
No 100 0 100 0 50
Note: No. of Subjects = 36 (6 from each continuaspectively)Where: W.B. =West Bengal , MGH=

Meghalaya, ASM= Assam, BHR= Bihar, KRL= Kerala
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