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Abstract

The incessant spate of abuse of our common enviEnohrand its resources calls for quick attention and
immediate remedy. The sustainable environmentalsewation being embarked upon by government at
different levels at ensuring balanced, conducing, laabitable atmosphere is receiving a halt duegb level of
poverty. This is not unconnected to poor urban guece. Linkages between urban governance, poaedy
environmental conservation is becoming more obvithen ever; hence, the need to curtail its attendan
problems. Data used in the paper were obtainedudiwroquestionnaire administration. A total of 850
guestionnaires were administered using systematidam sampling technique: 450 were administerethédo
nine political wards at the Akure metropolis, 300the residents of the six immediate communityeriands,
while the remaining 100 were administered to sththe Ministry of Physical Planning and Urban Dieyenent

as well as Ministry of Environment and Mineral Besces on 50 allotments per each ministry. Findings
revealed that poor environmental conservation rectly associated with poor urban governance thmoug
misappropriation and misallocation of resourcesk laf basic infrastructure, poor priority of goverent
agenda, improper and inadequate information digsaion, and consequently poverty. This paper, thus
advocates for aggressive environmental educatioict snonitoring of development activities, enfonoent of
environmental laws, provision of basic infrastruetuand private public partnership initiatives withview to
minimizing environmental degradation and ensuringt@nable environmental conservation.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The interface between governance and poverty andomsequences on the biodiversity is widely reizsgh
globally. Awareness and concern about environmetggtadation have also grown over the late decddese
concerns are shared by people of various natiarigjre, regions and social classes being an outaninpeor
governance giving birth to unprecedented povertpragncitizenries. Akure, the capital city of Ondaat8t
Nigeria is one of the most vulnerable natural aociad regions in the country today. Since govereaiscthe
process of decision-making and implication; whethkaecision are taken and implemented at the neaie
considerations of the populace, the result shatiagdy brace up the living conditions of citizessi This,
however, supports the assertion which shgd governance is one of the root causes of all within our
societies That is why major donors and international firahinstitutions are increasingly basing their aitd
loans on the condition of reforms that ensywed governancare taken.

The concept of'Governance” is not new. It is as old as human civilization.v@mance simply means the
process of decision — making and the process bghuiiecisions are implemented (or not implement&bis
can be used in several contexts of cooperate gameen not in reference express governance prodesselhy
elements in the society wield power and authornitffuence and enact policies and decisions conangrpublic
life, economic and social development. In this eaht governance is broader that government. It lireg
interaction between the formal institutions andsth@f the civil society. Governance is the sumhef tany
ways individuals and institutions, public and ptezananage their common affairs. It is a continuprecess
through which conflicting or diverse interest may dccommodated and co-operative action may be .tdkes
comprises of the formal institutions and regimespewered to enforce compliance as well as informal
arrangements that people and institutions eithee lagreed to or perceive to be in their interestreferenced.
Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Year sees gmrere as the art of public leadership, which can be
considered in three district dimensions - the fofrpolitical regime, the process by which authorityexpected
to exercise in the management of a country’s ecormmd the capacity of governments to design, foateuand
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implement policies and discharge functions. Sumimagovernance is the hub of decision making and
implementation process regarding societal life pecoic development and social justification.

2.0 REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1 Urban Actors in Governance

Government is one of the actors in governance. rQitagers involved in governance vary, dependinghen
level of government that is under study. In theakwetting, for instance, it may include influehtiandlords,
association of peasant farmers, cooperatives, N@&3garch institutes, religious leaders, finanatitirtions,
political parties and the military. The situatiam the urban areas is much complex as interconmecxist
between actors involved in urban governance. Intiaddo the above, legal and illegal bodies ekisthe urban
area such as media, lobbyist, international donuatsti — national corporations and organized crsyadicates
such as thd.ard Mafia or the Niger delta militant in southern Nigeriadecision making or influencing the
decision making process. The existence of sombesfetinformal sectors is in many cases that re$abrrupt
practices or lead to corrupt practices and inabitit discharge expected functions of the entiretesys
Consequently, the lives or the people become nmpeverished.

2.2 Concept, Definition and Poverty Dimension in Njeria

Poverty is expresses today as a state of long-tgrivéition of well-being, a situation considereddequate for
decent living. Robert (2006) stressed that theeenaainy poverties or deprivations. Dimensions oflihd life
included not only income-poverty and material laoltt many others. Some of them are presented iwéfeof
poverty’s disadvantages in Figure 1 below. Foransg, poverty of time, living and working in drealdblaces
and situations, especially that borders on gerglation.

Lack of Institutions
Education/ and Access Poverty
Capabilities of Time
Seasonal
Dimensions

Figure 1: Web of Poverty’s Disadvantage Linkages
Source: Robert Chambers (2006)

2.3 Linkages between Governance, Poverty and Biodiksity

Basically, poverty has been relatedrioome itself is no less problematic a concept tipavertyas it has to be
carefully and precisely elaborated (Townsend, 2086)further stressed that the determination afvaepy line
cannot be based on an arbitrary selection of ddeel of income and that only scientific criterrlependent of
income can justify where the poverty line shoulddoawn. The multiplicity and severity of differetypes of
deprivation can constitute those criteria and tbe is therefore to define a threshold of incomentelvhich
people are found to be thus deprived, he added.

For better understanding and relief of povertyeP€006) reiterated that since the 1880s, threeemutions of
poverty have evolve as a basic for internationdl @mmparative work that they depend principallytioa ideas
of subsistence, basic needs and relative deprivalibe subsistence idea was a result of work bitimurtists in
Victorian England. Families were defined to be avgrty when their incomes were not sufficient taitedn the
minimum necessaries for the maintenance whose tiprotdt was treated as being poverty if its incomimus
rent fell short of poverty line. THBasic needsoncept is an extension of the subsistence conlcefite addition
of the materials needs for individual physical $ualyand efficiency, there are facilities and seed such as
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health care, sanitation and education requiredhbyldcal communities and population as a whole. Gdsc
needsconcept on the other hand, aimed at establishintpast some of the preconditions of community
development. It played a prominent part in natiatalelopment plan fostered by the international momity,
especially United Nation Agencies.

In late 20th century, a third social formulation tbe meaning of poverty was developed, whicliRédative
Deprivation Under therelative deprivatiorapproach; a threshold of income is envisaged, doupto size and
type of family, below which withdrawal or exclusidrom active of society is common. Establishing the
threshold depends on accumulating the availabléeagie, and whether sociological and economic aphesa
may be reconciled. Aggregating the concepts higtdig above, they are generally indicators for meagu
governance performance overtime which describedytiieal Akure scenario.

In the case of Sakiko (2006); he sees poverty pshiic policy concern at the global national or coamity
level, which is now considered to be multidimensioproblem. The same source opined that new pergpsc
on poverty have challenged the focus on incomecandumption as the defining condition of poor peoplst
like the other concepts, the assessment of thisepinstill better challenged governance since lgarded
poverty as public policy concern. Studies on protsef poor people and communities as well as olestand
opportunities to improving there situation havedle@ an understanding of poverty as complex set of
deprivations. These alternative perspectives haf@used the concept of poverty as a human conditiat
reflects failures in many dimensions of human Hi@mong which are hunger, unemployment, homelessness,
illness and health care, powerlessness and viatioiz, and social injustice. They all add up toassault on
human dignity

3.0 RESEARCH SETTINGS, MATERIALS AND METHODS

Primary and secondary data were the sources of fdatshis study. A total of 850 questionnaires were
administered using systematic random sampling igalen This was divided into 3 sections. The fist of the
guestionnaire, totaling 450 were administered éortime political wards within the metropolis. Trezend set of
300 in number was administered to the residentshefsix immediate subs-urban communities while the
remaining 100 were administered to the staff of @rtate Ministry of Physical Planning and Urban
Development and Ministry of Environment and MineRésources. Only 830 of the questionnaire were
recovered. Other sources of data collection forstiuely include physical validation, oral historydaihe use of
secondary information from textbooks, journals aridrnet facilities.

4.0 RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Desperate search for fuel by majority of urban ploas accounted for mass depletion of the forestskure
region. There is absolute dependence on the foyetste urban poor for survival. It was observed thaessive
scarcity of kerosene often encourage the urbanleweio advance into the forest for extraction w#lfwood.
The price of kerosene and long queue for it dusogrcity period which many urban poor cannot affoftén
responsible for desperate search for firewood tasretive mean for cooking. This has consequerntg gse to
further incursion by the urban poor into the aua#sforests. An example is shown in Plate 1.

Plate 1: Firewood used as mean of cooking due toghi cost of Kerosene
Source: Picture taken in one of the scene
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Poverty resulting from poor governance is considesiegreat influence on environmental degradatiod an
depletion. In many sub-region of Akure, the uncolfed harvest of the natural resources to meebésic needs
has resulted to destruction of forest resourcessaild. The water and air have also been degradléthese
attempts have diminished the carrying capacityhef matural environment. The poorer the peoplsiniply
imply the faster the destruction of the environmand its resources. Due to the livelihoods, thermepend
holistic on the natural resources, which conseduyaesulted to misuse and overuse of the availailes.
Harvesting of trees in the forest no longer folltve selective exploitation pattern where only medutrees
were to be cut down. Today forest resources etgtion is massive and indiscriminate. See Plawr 2%ample.
Insufficient income of the people has also dirediesl respondents’ actions about the misuse anduseesf
resources. Table 1 presents the factors resporisibikepletion of forests.

Table 1: Factors Responsible for Forest Depletion

Reasons for Forest Depletion Frequency Percentage
Poor Income 650 78.3
Nearness to Forest 120 14.5

Free gift of Nature 60 7.2

Others - -

Total 830 100

Source: Field Survey, 2012

Plate 2: Lorry carrying Immature Log of Woods fell in the Forest

Source: Picture taken at site
It is clear from the table that insufficient incoraecounts for the highest, almost 80% of the tataponses.
Only 21.7% specified other factors, either becafsgearness of their dwellings to forest (14.5%pecause of
they see forest as free gift of nature which actedifor 7.2%.
Bad governance was also attributed to the skyraugdevel of poverty, and consequently environmkenta
degradation. Findings from the study also reve#hed bad governance destroys the livelihoods efp&ople
because it aggregates poverty. Table 2 below geasons for the increasing scale of poverty irrégéon.

Table 2: Causes of Urban Poverty

Causes of Urban Poverty Frequency Percentage
Bad governance 728 87.7

God 15 1.8
Ignorance 64 7.7

Laziness 23 2.8

Total 830 100

Source: Field Survey, 2012

It is revealed that 87.7% of the respondents aféli poverty to bad governance and poor manageofiehe
nation’s wealth, only 1.8% attached poverty to Gsdhe creator of man and maker of destiny whifés7and
2.8% associated poverty to ignorance and lazinésiseopeople respectively. These findings corratmithe
submission of Nick and Richard (2004) as part eirtfinding on a pilot survey of ten cities in SbuAfrica,
stating that bad governance destroys livelihoothefurban poor. Poor awareness campaign and lapktic
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participation in policy formulation and implemeritat are other notable factors that generate povéitis
obvious that dwellers of Akure rural hinterlandg awot involved in policy formulation, management ahe
maintenance of forests around them. Adequate ttatism and public participation have been negléctgving
rise to ignorant encroachment into government weskforests and unsustainable exploitation of évatilable
forest resources, especially timbers and woodss fides lead to the Wanton loss of the earlier aweskforests
in the region by both the colonial masters’ andgadous administrations. Table 3 clearly showslével of
public awareness of forest management laws and.orde
Table 3: Level of awareness of environmental consation

Level of Awareness Frequency %
Fully informed 37 4.5
Partially aware 206 24.8
Not aware 587 70.7
Total 830 100

Source: Field Survey, 2012

From the table, it is clearly shown the levels &toh people are informed about the needs for enwiental
conservation and sustainability. Only 4.5% of thenpled respondents declared of being fully or adty
informed about the need for proper environmentalseovation and sustainability, while a whole 95.6fthe
respondents declared they were either partiallye\{24.8%) or not even aware (70.7%) of the needamtain
and conserve the environment and the resourceshoMtiany doubt, this might have responsible fer riépid
rate of forest depletion in the area.

The study also investigates the availability oalative. It was revealed that very many of theppedi.e. the
poor) depleting the forest has no other alternafivais, the actions of government at limiting tlse of forests
without adequate provision of alternatives towaallisviating their poverty will continually endingpun futility.
The people expression is so indicated in Tableldvbe

Table 4: Alternative Source of Fuel

Alternative Source Frequency Percentage
Yes 192 23.1
No 638 76.9
Total 830 100

Source: Field Survey, 2012

Judging from the table; 23.1% of the respondentéc@ied that they have alternative source of fuelsije
76.9% declared not having alternatives means. @y electricity supply in the region as a viableraative
source is epileptic in nature. Government at differlevels have not been able to come up with peeci
data on urban poor in the study area which has laeemajor challenge to researchers to acquire atequa
information that can be used as pilot survey taesklurban poverty in the region.

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS AND POLICY GUIDELINES

In line with the objectives and findings of thiaudy, the following recommendations are put forwasl
guidelines for police makers other stakeholdethénarea.  First and foremost, conscious effortaulshbe
made by governance at ensuring adequate publiécipation and involvement in the process of policy
formulation and implementation. This approach wifihance proper management and conservation of the
environment. At all levels, efforts should be irgiied at improving the processes and methods fofrimation
dissemination to the urban poor, particularly tesidents of the urban hinterlands or the urbanl.ruRaublic
lecture should not be restricted to civil servami$ also to the general public. The masses musidegquately
informed about consequences of their actions aactions on both their health and the environment.

In conclusion, this study observed that inadequaten governance and poverty have negative imgitsiton
natural resources conservation. It finds out the tevel of awareness and adherence to environienta
conservation is also very low. Urban resident8kmre are moving into the proximal forests for tienland fuel
wood extraction which all levels of governance must affordable and reliable alternative energylece for
the urban dwellers and the rural member. The pepplst also been taught the need to embrace rastorat
approach and strategy for sustainable managemeheadnvironment. Another effort that can rescuth libe
environment and the poor is through job creati@mnce gainfully employed, the people will be ableaftord
using alternative energy source and reduce tofmtence on forest. It will also enable them toraffbetter
roofing materials instead of the conventional woodeaterials. The issues of bad governance musttas
treated as a matter of priority, which have beeprigizng the poor of their livelihoods.

107



Journal of Environment and Earth Science www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-3216 (Paper) ISSN 2225-0948 (Online) JLNEG
Vol3, No.13, 2013 IISTE

Urbanization should be controlled through functiom&chanism that will actually stand the test afdi This
could be carried out effectively using multiple byipeses at curbing the initial menace created ly th
unprecedented urbanization. Apart from that, urbprawl should be strictly monitored and controlley
relevant agency in the state. There is also thel neaéncorporate private initiative at alleviatingban
poverty in the area. Individuals, hon-governmentglanizations and community based organizationsedisas
international donor agencies need to positively effdctively salvage the current situation in threaathat
mount pressure on the available forest resour@éss is further explained by the absence of altévazenergy

for the poor class and the people proximity or asif®lity to forest. To effectively implement th@rgoing for
sustainable development in the area, infrastructexpansion and development have to be adequately
embarked upon. Transportation route should be ivg@tavhile better means of mobility are provided.
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