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Abstract

Kanun of Leké Dukagjini is an Albanian customary lthat has a multifaceted influence in our societyl
beyond. Mostly it is conceived as a ‘traditional/léowards the word of trust and trustworthy beloa\by others.
We make an argument and we give an evidence thet th no other moral and legal variant of custgnfamw
that can be followed, trusted and compared withafrthe most democratic and righteous law or lamygadnere

in the world. With this we want to show that trsith and sincerity among people can build thergjest moral
and legal foundations for the society. Kanun ofé& &ukagjini is a traditional law that as its maitigp has the
solemn oath (spoken word), so-callBdsa in Albanian.Besa is this type of trust that still binds Albanians
together everywhere they live, but also binds Aiaas with the others. In this case, this shows &ibanians
are pro-US stance and Pro-European as far as rioksrdrust and support for the less fortunate pedpl
concerned. By this we'd like to say that it's tleetfine that Albanians had and still retain to saxgent this
customary law even nowadays. More evidence we igitkis regard is that no Albanian Jews were turoeer

to the Germans just because of the solemn oattkgspavord) orBesa that derives from the Kanun of Leké
Dukagijini, a customary law of Albanians.

Keywords. solemn oath (spoken word — Besa), Kanun of Lekkajini, customary law, Albanian Jews, pro-
US stance and Pro-European Albanians, moral arad fegndations of Albanians, etc.

A man who has been dishonoured is considered dmaxiding to the Kanun.
Article 600 of the Kanun
“Whosoever saves a single life, saves an entireeusg"
(Mishnah, Sanhedrin 4:5)
Introduction
The Kanun as such was first written down and phblis(posthumously) by the Catholic Albanian pristl
folklorist Shtjefén Gjecov in 1933,7 after his merdoy Serb extremists. (Guynes, S. 2012: 3). TheuKeof
Leké Dukagjini is the most famous and comprehensiempilation of Albanian customary law of several
regional codes, applied by Albanians in differerstdrical periods. (Kostovicova, 2005:116; Trnav2f08:1;
Elsie, 2011:151) Moreover, the Kanun of Leké Dukdgyas initially an unwritten code of law that,rfo
centuries, strictly governed social behaviour amdrgday life in northern Albania, Kosova and amahg
Albanian population in Serbia, Montenegro and Maceal. (Elsie, 2011:151; Trnavci, 2008:1; Fox, 1989)
The Kanun of Leké Dukagijini states that it had dipalarly strong influence in Kosova and northéitbania.
(Trnavci, 2010:201) The work presents the fundaaleotistomary law that has been applied in almdst al
Albanian settlements since the Middle Ages. (Cad@§9: 13). The Kanun provided a complete morallagdl
framework for social interaction, covering all esed everyday life from dispute settlement procedorrules of
marriage, division of property, blood feud etc. (Baal, 2005:72) Resisting the invader, the Balkaopes got
even closer to one another, forming a society thate absence of their own state, found a copotse in the
patriarchal life. Customary law was perfectly sdite the patriarchal conceptions of a Balkan mamdvci, G.
2008: 6) When we analyze the concept of oath in etrepic$, we find three patterns of oath. The first is the
oath of making a promise. The second is the oatteltahe truth. The third is the oath, which ersutotal
compliance with the original vow. Men swear by tleane of gods that their vows will be fulfilled. (viamoto,
K, 2012: 695-709) Whereas Albanians swear by gitivgr Besa. The Besa (oath or binding promisejfis
prime importance, the cornerstone of all persondl social conduct. Two sections of the Kanun aretisl to
thebesa Articles 529-692 of the Kanun concern with vadg@spects of the oath which is considered ‘theaénd
all the controversy’. As ‘the oath is a religioutievance’, whoever uses it is considered legallyrbby it.
Article 589 cites the punishment for one who hasrswfalsely: ‘the mark of dishonour remains on faisily

! Albanian was the real language of Homer.
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until the seventh generation.” These laws are #sbof morality which deeply affects Albaniansaih their
behaviour. Usually a besa is considered to beebiify promise, as with the ‘sworn virgins’ (henke tise of the
term ‘sworn’). (Young, A. 2000: 14)

The Righteous Among the Nations

The Kanun states that “the honour of an Albaniamo& be sold or bought in a bazaar. Albanians waligd
rather than break honour. The Albanians’ honourvdsth more than gold.” Even today, besa remainsajom
part of the Albanian mentality. (Nikolov, D. 20113) 1934, Herman Bernstein, the United States Andmssto
Albania, wrote: “There is no trace of any discriation against Jews in Albania, because Albania &éappo be
one of the rare lands in Europe today where relgiprejudice and hate do not exist, even thouglaiiins
themselves are divided into three faiths.” Follogvthe German occupation in 1943, the Albanian petjan, in
an extraordinary act, refused to comply with theumier’s orders to turn over lists of Jews residivithin the
country’s borders. Moreover, the various governmenigencies provided many Jewish families with fake
documentation that allowed them to intermingle agstrthe rest of the population. The Albanians nai o
protected their Jewish citizens, but also provigadctuary to Jewish refugees who had arrived im@ilp when

it was still under Italian rule, and now found theives faced with the danger of deportation to eotration
camps. The remarkable assistance afforded to the W@as grounded in Besa, a code of honor, whidhatiay
serves as the highest ethical code in the couB&ga, means literally “to keep the promise.” Oneovalets
according to Besa is someone who keeps his wordegpe to whom one can trust one’s life and thesliok
one’s family. Yad Vashem also states that AlbenisEgin had travelled to the United States via Aldlam 1935.
He stayed in Durrés for three days as a gueskeiitbanian royal mansion, and was equipped witianian
passport; he continued his journey to the UnitedeSt The gesture of the Albanian King Zog is saitle part
of the traditional Albanian besa (honor), accordiogvhich many Jews (including Einstein) were safredn
Nazi forces prior to and during World War II. A wamnamed Lime Balla speaking about Albanian Jews: sa
“We were sheltering God's children under our Bé¥dhereas another woman named Merushe Kadiu $eys t
“When the Germans began house-to-house searcloddndofor Jews, my father said that the Germanslavou
have to kill his family before he would let thentl kiur Jewish guests.” The law is the organizatbthe natural
right of lawful defense. It is the substitutionatommon force for individual forces. And this coomrforce is
to do only what the individual forces have a ndtarad lawful right to do: to protect persons, lities, and
properties; to maintain the right of each, andawose justice to reign over us all. (Frédéric Badi#%0)

Before the Ottoman Turks invaded Albania over 6@arg ago, the country was divided into severalypett
principalities, none of which was sufficiently stigofor long enough to subject neighbouring teryitir its rule.

A monument of the Albanian national hero, GeorgstKati Skanderbeg, in downtown Tirana. His coahohs,
the double-headed eagle, is today pictured on thaman flag.
Sourcehttp://www.democraticunion.eu/2013/12/albania-eg@spiration-europe

Faced with the danger of Ottoman invasion, Skaretgras able to unite all of the Albanian princed Hreir
territories under his unchallenged leadership ingle state. Leké Dukagjini was one of his clogdends and
allies. They both were Christian crusaders andstesithe whole force of the Ottoman army for a tprasf a
century. Although the Ottomans finally conqueredbaiiia ten years after the death of Skanderbeg, \ilzey
unable to exert more than a nominal authority det$he main towns, and certainly not in the renmighlands
of northern Albania, which formed the north-westeanner of Ottoman Turkey in Europe. As Edith Durhao
whom we owe essentially the first in-depth interastl study on Albania’s customary law, has putthe
mountain tribesman has never been more than ndmic@hquered—and is still unsubdued. Empires pass o
him and run off like water from a duck’s back” (am 1910: 453). Moreover, Edith Durham, a British
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anthropologist suggested that the Kanun possiltiysdaack to the Bronze Age culture. Ismail KardaBroken
April, like Durham’s High Albania of the 1920s ptsrthe picture of a society living at the behesthef Kanun,
and the few, privileged onlookers who become enaethiby their own fantasies of the Rrafsh’s “fairies
mountain nymphs, bards, the last Homeric hymnshen world, and the Kanun, terrifying but so majestic
(Guynes, S. 2012: 7) Furthermore, it is worth tontimn that the customary law is not only a pecitijaof
Albanians. In general, customary law endured anahBalkan peoples. (Trnavci, G. 2008: 6) Edwardigain
(1737-1794), commenting on Albania said that “Alisais a land within sight of Italy and less welldan than
the interior of America.” The Kanun started as &al ¢radition and it was written down in the 140Qgdeclares
that all men have equal rights and that all womawehtheir own equal rights (this sounds like an Aocam
document that was written three centuries latepu'té free to act more or less as you like as lasgou don't
hurt others. (Tapon, F., 2012: 438)

From a Customary Law to a Democratic Sate

On May 4" 2012 prishtinapress.info published an articleitieat ‘The will of the American President
Washington for Albanian#é which are given some facts that George Wadbimgs Albanian. In some parts of
the of the book the author George F. Williams reter ‘Albanians’, it is evident that the U.S. despport for
the Albanians has a genetic link and that stemsh filoe authentic identity of Albanians, which giv&song
reasons to be next to each other, at a time whbamdns have great need for the confirmation af #ecient
history. Moreover, the author of dozen of books dadumentaries for the American Presidents andhigteries
from the White House called Carl Woodward says thaing the archival research for his book aboat th
Clinton presidency, published in 2004 under thie tiClinton House," has found a self-proclamati@per of
George Washington, in connection with the Albaniavisreover, the other in the above-mentioned batdsa
that ‘I remember when | took the letter to shovtth Clinton in one of many interviews for the boakd | said,
"Look, Bill, what | discovered from archives of Waisgton". He, when looking at the letter said: d'geen it
Carl, I've seen it. If | had not seen it, God knoivsve would have intervened in Kosovo”, tells Woatd,
known as a journalist, reporter and author whownas four “Pulitzer” prizes so far.

[
\

Sourcehttp://en.wikipedia.org
Contributions for the national cause of Albaniarentued also by other U.S. presidents after George
Washington. For example, President Woodrow Wilsty, the time when Albanian people had decided to
establish an independent state of Albania gavesatgontribution” says Woodward adding that the esavas
done by President Nixon who was the key person retsocontributed to the achievement of Kosovo'srautyy,

the Constitution of 1974. Furthermore, a contiruatof the assistance has been provided in a discuss
between Tito and other U.S. president, Jimmy Cafterthe years 1980-1990, who convinced Tito teega
status of a Republic to Kosovo. But Tito died, ahdn Serbs moved against autonomy, Americans stoppe
helping ... and the rest you know," he said.

Same as it is sacred the honour in the U.S. Catistit laws of Kanun are based on honour, too. idatates
from 1400s, which means three centuries later Gelvgshington could have read Kanun and thus helcoul
have been influenced by it to make a democratte sta

The author Petrit Qejvani in his paper presented sgminar which was held in Italy in October 1@9itled
“The dialogue between two cultures” states thatstould be noted that the cultural identity of Ailzns and
their culture are generally more extensive thanpifesent borders of the Albanian state and thisayenot just

in the figurative sense, as the culture of a peigpédways greater than its state borders.”

Conclusion
This paper exhibits a little attempt to deal seslgland in a disinterested manner with the Albarmastomary
law, its influence on maintaining order and moreduly its impact on moral and legal foundationsttod
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Albanian society during different times and evedatyp We tried to uncover a little bit some histatifacts that
may have come from the impact of the Albanian austty law. We also attempted to uncover some ordl an
documented data that were silenced or given plgrtiedm other authors about Albanians, their gesiyoto
others, and their customary law which so far hawvaly@ed or commented it with bad intentions. Allaamni
Kanun or Customar Law is a law that has enablethkoantrol during the time when the state law wassing

or was not implemented yet. This paper hints thaAians were historically democratic, constitudrpful
and trustworthy.
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