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Abstract

Every country on earth is faced with the problensedurity challenges in her process of nationaktigment;
it is not peculiar to Nigeria. But the security taages confronting Nigeria is capable of disintdgrg the
Country and even metamorphose to civil war. Thesgrpces of Nigerians during her civil war from 89®
1970 called for caution and academic interventionother not to cause disaffection, disunity and &amm
suffering. This paper seeks to probe into the egiglof security challenges in Nigeria, draw a nelkasveen
security challenges and national unity and seelpfevention of these causes of security challeilg®sgeria.
This paper is aimed at enhancing national unitpdggovernance and sensitizing Nigeria as a regipoakr.
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Introduction

Global insecurity orchestrated by both manaden and natural disaster such as: erosion, tempris
kidnapping, armed robbery and armed banditry islgaily becoming a national embarrassment to theiNig
people. The upsurge in criminal activities seembawe taken a new dimension to the extent thatridigs are
becoming worried, as it portents a great dangethéounity of the country. Peace and harmony seeipeto
eluding our people. A lot of things seem to havkefeapart and the Centre can no longer hold. Qistence as
a nation is threatened, and our existence as pe&optpially being threatened.

Yesterday was the menace called kidnappiog,today is the deadly and dastardly group caBeéo
Haram. Before Boko Haram we had the Niger Deltatamts, the Egbesus from Bayelsa, OPC from the ,west
the MASSOB from the east, the MOSSOP from the Odamd and all forms of political assassinations and
armed robberies. There is no society that doehaet headache with crime, but when a nation bdgitave
organized groups that take a position against tdte such as Movement for the Emancipation of Nigelta
(MEND), the epidemic kidnapping in the South Eastd now the Boko Haram which is an extension of
international trend, it also inform one that th@amtus of the state for maintaining security, lvd order is
threatened. Two, that one should look for the cauadehat insecurity, because when you get a sitnathere
people carry arms irrespective of whether theymidadves are going through during the process, @mnpegin
to wonder about the state of discontentment in smaiety. And when you analyze the age bracket ef th
criminals it also tells one about the rate of unkypyment in the country that cannot accommodate ahisy of
youths (Business day, 28 May, 2012).

In view of the level of uncertainly, teosiand anxiety, this palpable fear has generatédigarians, and
which has tumultuously affected their everyday\atstj there is need for extra vigilance and sematton among
the people. This is because no meaningful developoen be attained when a nation and her peoplbeing
ravaged by a horrendous organized criminal gangicgunsecurity in the land. (Business day, 28 M4 2).

This paper will examine the security challengi@®atening Nigeria National Unity, trace the letiyy of
security challenges in Nigeria, examine the nexatsveen security challenges and national unity, sugbest
preventive treatment. This paper is aimed at erihgribe national unity of the heterogeneous NigeSBtate for
national development.

Operational Definition of key concepts

It is pertinent to define the key concepts beingduis this paper. The concepts are operationafipei, that is,
in the writers own concept.

Security Consciousness. The term in this paper, implies vigilance. It mgdmeing proactive in deflating,
combating crime  nipping it in the bud in advarefore it begins to manifest. It equally mearliess to
suppress and detect crime using social intelligearm emotional intelligence (that is, psychologyhoiman
relations). It equally requires intelligence gathgror criminalistics.

Security Challenges: The term simply applies to our in-ability to wahnd work freely, peacefully and
harmoniously without fear of molestation, intimiget, assault, and inflicting of harm anywhere wadfi
ourselves.

National unity: The term subsumes a non- negotiable peacekxistence of the Nigerian people and
corporate existence of the Nigerian state as amati entity.

16



International Affairs and Global Strategy www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-574X (Paper) ISSN 2224-8951 (Online) JLINE]
Vol.14, 2013 ||S E

The Etiology of Security Challengesin Nigeria
Students of political history are not ohiiws of the two major ways a nation can be besiegéd corporate
existence threatened which are either by indivisltaking arms against humanity. In the case of figevhat
we now witness is a consuming barracuda appoladiiduals taken arms against humanity. Now, thadmi
bogging questing is, what are the immediate andterrauses of this unwelcomed visitor?
The Glaring Syndrome of a failing state: First, what is a syndrome? It means a
collection of signs. There are three major signmdices for assessing a failed or a failing state.

(@) National Security: A failed or failing state is measured by its ineptincapacity to
protect the lives and properties of its citizerFiie case of Boko haram is a case in point, going by
the recent statement credited to the country’s Hefastate where he admitted that members of
Boko Haram have infiltrated his government as mnasv difficult to identify who are members of
the sect. He went further to say: “some are alsthénarmed forces, the police and other security
agencies. Some continue to dip their hands andigatyou and you won't even know the person
who will point a gun at you or plant a bomb behjmmr house” (Business Day 2012 p 6.). This
explanation points to one direction. And that e enemy is within the house- hold. It is indeed a
pitiable helpless situation that requires urgetgrdion.

(b) Food Security: Poverty, the bible says is a sin. The bible saiszy hands market a
man poor but diligent hands bring wealth”. Anotpepular adage equally concurs: “An idle brain
is the devil's work shop”. If a man has a job amad Bnough money to keep body and soul together,
where he can afford the basic needs of life, heoislikely to go seeking explosives to tie around
himself; he is also not likely to go looking formgto kill people. There is also insecurity thahet
physical violence, this comes in the form of jobdourity, people go to work today, tomorrow they
are told there is no more job for them hence they adraid because they do not know what
tomorrow holds. The economic uncertainly is parthaf insecurity. (Business day, 28 May, 2012).
As prof. Sam Aluko of the blessed memory putshie“poor cannot sleep because they are hungry.
And the rich can hardly sleep because the pooawaake”.

(c) Social Security:

Lack or absence of basic necessities of life urastuthreatens the security of any nation. A
country that cannot provide constant electricitpod education, employment opportunities,
recreational facilities, good health care serviees] good social welfare services is on the brink o
national- calamity and chaos.

2 Bad Governance: Leadership demands courage, vision, and missiagodd leader must have strong
political will in order to deal with the exigencies the times. That is the courage or temerity dafont an
obvious obstacle that encumbers the process of thmgavernance or has become a clog in the wheel of
progress. A good leader must have the wisdom fecedhment and the strength to withstand pressure as
demanded by his office. When corruption pervadsgeeially in high places and allowed to stay, eitiz begin
to loose confidence in governance and the consegusrbetter Imagined than said. A good leader iestble
to combine intellectual capacity with political sagy. “Lootocracy” (looting of the nation’s treag), and
judicial corruption must be discouraged. A societigere there is no purchased justice is a safe himme
everybody. A country where its security agenciesrat engrossed in mass corruption and gross éreffiy is
a paradise to all.

3. Duplicatedrunctions of Security Agencies Inadequate Training and Equipment: Conspicuous and
huge over-lapping functions of our security agesciend to deflate and undermine their efficiencyl an
responsibility. There are instances where the SR®&g Security Service), the police, the EFCC (Baan,
Financial crime commission), the customs, immignagi the army, the civil defense corps seem to tiasie
functions remarkably undefined. Moreover, our siéigwgents seem to be lagging in the modern daynieal
knowhow in combating crime, including lack or ingdate equipment for perfect execution of their duty
4. Religious Ideology: Let us begin by citing example with what happenednd) the .last years of apartheid
in South Africa. A young lad was asked to speakvbat made him go into crime. His reply was: “l wagot to
know that | was raised to think you were an animaéle world is divided into two: The children ofit and the
children of darkness, the sheep and the goatsléwnt and the damned. Righteousness, intelligantegrity,
humanity and victory are our prerogatives, while telong to them. This is the wickedness; stupidity,
hypocrisy, and ultimate defeat belong to them. Thithe evil of religious ideology. It is said someople have
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used religion for evil purposes. It is also sad sawligious leaders seemed to have encouragedisenror
support war either by their utterances or behay®oleman, 2006, watch Tower, May 1, 2010).

Our world since 1914 the First World War arf#7-70 Nigeria Civil War have become known as ohe
crime and violence. In many places no one feels safthe streets even during daytime. At night feeefay in
their homes behind locked and barricaded doorajcafo go outside. This means the end of the wisridear
(Watch Tower, 2005).

5. Militarization of Youth By Political Irredentists: The root of evil summarizes the psychological fertieat
spawn such crime. When youths are unable to spea# defend themselves and those who used thethdor
self-seeking political ambition, dump them aftehiawing their selfish ambition and fail to disarhem, what
then do we expect/ The answer is not farfetcheds tb unleash terror and violence on their explsitand
cohorts. This explains why the rich are not happyood number of wealthy people do not use theialthe
wisely by trying to affect the lives of those cldsehem. (Goleman, 2006).

6. Border crime: Border crime otherwise known as transnational crigfers to crime that take place across
national borders. It is a term commonly used inléve enforcement and academic communities. Thelydiec
human trafficking of goods, arms trafficking andidrtrafficking etc. Smuggling is a seminal thremnational
security as it undermines the security of the matfor it represents a formidable national and sgcproblem.
(Wakili, 2009, and Olayode, 2009),

7. Weak Family Responsibilities: Most homes today are found wanting in the dischafgtheir traditional
responsibilities. The causes range from civilizatamd economic problems. When parents fail to diggg their
duty in the bid to bring up their children propetiyen that nation is in danger.

8. Weak Scholastic Education: A good number of our schools have lost their marahority. The school is
another home where a child spends most of his eadtiwrs. If a school cannot inculcate moral virttes
children and sound academic knowledge, them thaetsois at loss. This explains why some parengsetdays
take their time before deciding on the type ofitnibns their children will attend as cultism aather vices
seem to be the trend of the day (lwundu 2007).

9. Wide Spread of Uncensored Movies/ Media lapses: All manner of sex provocative and violence cult@édt
movies, have found their way into our markets aathés today. When innocent children begin to wateths
movies unchecked, subconsciously, they begin tabenlsuch ideas exposed in the movies as a wayfeof li
Sadly enough, most of the media houses are culpritss regard. Another way of their culpabiliyin the area
of over celebration of evil rather than condemritnghe good is hardly celebrated. They forget dfdldren are
watching and are likely to take them serious sithegy are potent agents of education in the so¢letyndu,
2007).

Security Challenges and National Unity in Nigeria.

The security challenges bedeviling Nigeria is doserthreat to her national unity. The nationaltyioif Nigeria
is sacrosanct by the provisions of her constitutipst threat to national unity of Nigeria has rbattal force
and coercion. An attempt by the Igbo tribe to secedm the federation resulted to a civil war irb@9another
attempt of Isaac Adaka Boro to secede the NigetaDamlea from the federation landed him in jail. Teeent
attempt by MASSOB leader Umezurike to re-kindle Biafran spirit landed him in jail. The recent setu
challenges confronting Nigeria as noted by the Ndlaeireate Professor Wole Soyinka that, the courgry
already drifting (Oderemi, 2013) i.e., it is gratlpaeturning to the inglorious era of disunity, iwh precipitated
a civil war some thirty years ago.

Similarly, the United Nations and the United Stadé#\merica have separately expressed deep comcethe
state of affairs in Nigeria and called on Nigeridostread softly in the interest of national unifyhe 1999
constitution of Nigeria provides a legal framewarkNigeria’s national unity. Specifically, sectiame under
the General Provision in part one states that, éNggis one indivisible and indissoluble sovereggate to be
known by the name Federal Republic of Nigeria”. Timplementation of this provision is a function thie
government. The government has the task of promadind protecting national unity. This could be done
through promotion of public welfare, justice, demamy and for Nigerians to understand one anothértarsee
each other as equal part of an indivisible nataord for Nigerians to believe there is a place ient under the
Nigerian State.

National Unity should be a key target of governmaulicy at all levels. Nigerians are not too saidfwith the
progress made by government in promoting greategiation amongst the countries various tribestbnie
groups. However, numerous government policies awas |differentiate Nigerians on the basis of ethnic
background, to the point that, some tribes or etlynoup feels they have been the target of disoatron.
Government should create a Ministry of Nationaltyiais in the case of Malaysia, tasked with prongpgreater
integration amongst the Countries various commesiiti

Those that are instrumental to the disunity of Nayare not knowledgeable and pragmatic aboutréheds of
globalization and activities in the internationtdte system. Those things/issues used in polaridiggria are
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rather strength than weaknesses to the Nigerida. dtaa statement issued in Washington, the Urigedes
Department identified Nigeria's ethnic and religgodiversity as a source of strength (Oderemi, 20¥8yeso,
Nigeria is expected to play a leading role in Adriend the United Nations; internal disunity wilepent Nigeria
from becoming a regional linchpin.

In addition, Nigeria is very strategic to the imtst of the United States of America. America asngalar
power, she has a lot of responsibility in maintainivorld peace, this she cannot achieve withouitipaig
regional powers, that will assist her to policeithegions, and for peace keeping missions. Theeefdigerians
should stop being used to create disaffection,nitigunor security breaches because of her natiandlprimary
interest of becoming a foremost balancer of powekfrica. The United States of America should addigeria
to fight against agents of insecurity in Nigeria.

The Way Forward: Prevention and Treatment: In the human kingdom, solutions abound. This seglyin
intractable problem surely requires the followirrgyentive measures and treatment;

(1). Review of the 1999 constitution: There seems to be high insidious wave of disenatemit,
discontentment, discouragement and demotivatioosadhe length and breathe of this nation dued@thsent
configuration and composition of the 1999 congtitut which many believe has failed to address sal&sues
in nationhood such as: citizenship against indegf@peor residency right. Others include the immyiuse,
judicial reforms, police reforms (that will addrgsslicing methods in Nigeria, the lapses in engguirement,
work environment, orientation and appearance)tipalirestructuring ( take the case of multiplictifparties),
local government reforms etc. the status-quo seemsiden the gap between, ethnicity, tribalism riegmo,
favoritism, bribery, corruption and patriotism, acmmmitment and hard work. Therefore, there isgliechant
need for a new constitution that will launch Nigeoin the part of true federalism.

(2) A National Conference should be convoked to enable the ethnic groujsuéate and dialogue on issues of
national importance. Resolutions there can be a&ftk in the constitution and in government policé®
programmes.

(3) A Ministry of National Unity should be created, tasked with promoting greatexgmation amongst the
Countries various communities.

(4) Strong Political Will:  Our leaders should be courageous enough to statrthe menace of terrorism and
other crimes irrespective of whose Ox are goredefVdn leader sits back and watch the nation gradratked
the boat, people begin to question his intellectaglability.

(5) Vishble palice patrol: Police training does not end in check points. Imdpe and other civilized nations,
the police are always on the move and not in thst e mounting illegal and irrelevant road blocksd be
collecting money from motorist.

(6) Intelligence Gathering: It is like our security agencies are not well sdhdoin the techniques of
intelligence gathering, which seems to suggest ithatay be basically one of the reasons why they raot
proactive in forestalling crime.

(7) Negotiation Breeds Motivation: It is anarchious for a country or a leader émibh to negotiate with
criminals. By doing so, he might be sending thengrasnessage to the law abiding citizens who perhage no
job. The signal is that, it is only by taking armgainst the state and humanity one can be recajmaizd
rewarded.

(8) Redefining the Role of Security Agencies. There are so many overtly functions or vigibl
demonstrated over-lapping functions of our secwaggncies. The SSS, police, the army, customspesel their
functions properly redefined in order to allow ffficiency, and be held culpable when any lapsee¢®rded
from any quarter.

(9) Stiff penalty for Political Offenders: There is need for stiff penalty against polititalirgery, rigging of
elections and monetary inducement. Our people dhbal allowed to choose their leaders. It is onlyemh
transparency thrives in politics that the massesmst government

(10) stiff Penalty for Transnational Crime: Our Border, both land and sea need proper polic@fenders
should be adequately punished in order to sendetsrent to others. God- fatherism should notllmvad to
prevail.

(11) Education: Education is the key to human development. thity and half-backed literacy are two sides of
the coin that breed stupid ignoramus. If a manr@éperly schooled, imparted with sound moral anddandc
knowledge he will hardly be swayed into joining ganTherefore, parents, schools, government, tigiaes
organizations, the mass media and the society &g role to play in this regard.
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(12) Job Creation: The army of the unemployed youth in our countryaty calls for serious concern. Nigeria is
rich to a point where her youths need not to besiwaly unemployed. All those projects that corrppliticians
abandoned or money stolen by corrupt politiciarmuthbe channeled into creating jobs for the yolftliouths
are gainfully occupied, crime will certainly reduce

(13) Welfarism: Our youths, including the elderly unemployed aegious with the word patriotism today,
because they feel that government does not caréhdon, the otherwise publicized sovereign wealtidfwill
make meaning if only our government can learn aadow from that of Germany, Sweden, Britain and
America.

(14) Security Consciousness: one adage prominently during the Nigerian /BiaWar and still remains
indelible in mind, goes thus for the Biafrans: ‘hyone surrendered by the Enemy must not fail toigiéant at

all times”. One major key to the prophylactic treant of insecurity is being recommended by McNal an
Rabiger (2003).

(15) Home Security and Safety: The following are measuresto ensur e home security and safety;

(0 Proper back and front door security and window sgcu

(i) Installation of home burglar alarm system,

(iii) Setting of timer lights and lighting up dark noolslaces)

(iv) Trimming back three branches,

(v) Using suitable security dog breeds (e.g. bull, iffaRott-Weller, German

(vi) Cultivating a safe neighborhood by forming a neimiood watch,

(vii)  Having a nice gun lock and safe,

(viii)  Avoid opening the door for an unknown persons,

(i) Planning and constructing a safe room (a hide walinvthe house to which occupants can easily
withdraw in order to call for help in the eventloieak in. Typically a safe room is created from a
master bedroom. It should have a solid, ideallyainedre door that locks instantly from the inside
and well — ventilated, with a mobile phone to ¢l police or alert neighbours.

(a) Safety on the Streetsand Traveling;
The following precautious measures are to be tgkin

(i) Be strectwise: be aware of the unwanted attention that yourestfldressing and belongings may attract
and avoid taking shortcuts through unfamiliar dirthe city,

(i) Closeto Home: Be alert and take the safest route possible froon parked car to your front door,

(i) Carjacking: Plan your route carefully and never stop your opaurifamiliar or lonely parts of the city and
keep the car doors and windows locked always,

(iv) Road range: If you encounter an angry driver, never get ouyair car or risk getting into an argument
and if possible call the police to the scene orlbphone.

(v) Aggressive driving: Avoid making angry gestures when driving becausar yaehavior could lead to a
road range attack,

(vi) Learn to say sorry: One of the responses widely recommended when drigia clear apology. So, do not
risk rolling down the window.

(b) Terrorist reats: The following techniques are recommended for caumgeerrorist attack.
Night clubs, restaurants, hostel, schools, pubébisles, aircrafts, churches etc. are prone tootistr
attack. Abandoned bags, objects and suspicious menvis should be reported to the police.
(i) Suspicious Package: Beware of strange letters in an Envelope or paocainidentified suitcase
(i) Complete vehicle and individual search: Cars and individual entering public places needbéo
thoroughly searched using detective devices.
(16) Creation of National Transparency and Accountability Vanguard (NTAV).

The present day professional misconduct, humansrighuses and security challenges call for an uidgnt
volunteer organization that shall under law moné#od report to the appropriate quarters casesrastioned.
Membership of this organization shall be drawn fremch associations like De-Norsemen, the civil estycor
liberties, Asuu, the Nigeria Bar Association, ahd Nigeria Medical Association etc.
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(17) Prisons/ Agencies Reforms: In Nigeria, prisons are hellish realm, where cots/struggle in a toot -and-
nail battle; everyone fights to get respect, towsisnwins prestige. The question we should ask essés, are
the prisons the best “schools” for a society teéerding law offenders as so many go back to crimieoa their
release end upright back in those festering hdtes® the system continues to breed incurable ngsidi There
is need for total reformation of our prisons oresion units form the angle of dehumanization toexdion by
adopting a system known as “restorative justiceymmme”. The emotional subtext of restorative estirges
offenders to change their perception of their wstifrom that of unleashing terror to that of dentiaisg
empathy (Goleman, 2007). In addition, the popsgchological disposition towards crime offendeegds to
be changed. This is because the very best politeersf are adamant at exercising influence, theseseaf
constructively shaping the outcome of an interagtigsing tack and self-control. Paragons of lavosrgment
use the last force necessary, though they may makeng show of force to back it up. They approadhatile
people with a professional demeanor, calmly arehstiely (Goleman, 2007).

Conclusion

Security undoubtedly is every body’'s business. Gtelenges that confront us today, threateningctiteorate
existence of Nigeria as a nation are the probleihm&tional security. This paper has highlighted ¢heises and
way forward. There is need for every hand to bedeok to fight this monster ravaging our belovedamt
Nigeria.
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