International Affairs and Global Strategy www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-574X (Paper) ISSN 2224-8951 (Online) “—.i.’
Vol.53, 2017 ||$ E

Problems and Prospects in South Asia: Indo-China’&fforts of
Cooperation

Mazar Ali Shah ~ Rahul Kumar  Murtuza Ahntarbhuiya
Ph.d research scholars, Department of politicares A.M.U Aligarh (202002)

Abstract

South Asia a land of natural beauty for which soofeits regions are known as paradise on Earth, and
Switzerland of Asia. The countries of South Assvén not been able to evolve co-operative relataomds their
relations are characterized by numerous conflitke type and level of conflicts which took placetl®e sub-
continent, however varied with changing circumseandoth internal and external, which affectedréggon. Of
late, of course the countries of South Asia haedized the need of cooperation and made some E®dnehis
direction. Indo-china both are the most powerfuiores of region performing their role in variousetition for
maintaining the peace, cooperation and integratiadhe region.

INTRODUCTION

The term South Asia is used for the countries lygogth of Himalayas and surrounded by the Indiara@c
from three sides. The countries of this regionudel India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Negaldives
and Bhutan. Apart from Nepal and Bhutan, the résh® South Asian region has been subject to calanie.
These countries gained independence in 1947; Rakggtme into existence as a result of partitiomndfa in
1947; Sri Lanka got independence in 1948. Bangladeerged as an independent sovereign state adkibg
away from Pakistan in 1971. Though the countriéfedfrom each other with regard to climate, raadigion
and history, they constitute a single region ansspes some common features. Firstly, most of thetdes are
very poor and majority of their people live belowvprty line. Secondly, religion is a predominanttéa in
these states. In fact, some of the states likesRakiand Bangladesh were created on religious.bBsigly,
these countries are faced with problems of unermpéoy, illiteracy, over population, etc. Fourthligetcountries
are agriculturally and industrially backward. Howeyv India is an exception and has made considerable
industrial progress. Fifthly, most of the countrége faced with the problem of political instalyiliFinally, most
of the countries (except Pakistan) do not haveecloditary links with super powers. In contrast twithe
external boundaries of the region, the politicabgraphy within the region does not follow any npattern. 1
The three most important rivers-Indus, Ganga anahBiaputra cut across the boundaries of the prihcipa
countries in the Indian sub-continent. In spiteddferences in physical appearance, complexiortustaand
other ethnological features, a common cultural etheic outlook unifies the people of the entireioagpf South
Asia. However, the South Asian countries have slufifferences in their perception and approacheghen
details of major global and regional issues of peaecurity and stability. The pattern of theséedénces has
remained somewhat consistent over a long periodmxor some occasional minor shift in their stgas.

South Asia has become an area in which India andaChave been seeking to gain political and
economic influence over many years. Thereforegénss appropriate to analyse their relationship Bibluth
Asian countries through the lens of the regionalgodebate. Both countries have claimed regionalepo
status, i.e. a dominant position, and have inveistelifferent ways to shape their respective regiaccording to
their political interests. India has used differbirt and multilateral strategies to pursue its oegi leadership
role in South Asia. In contrast, China has con@ett on bilateral relations rather than on muéiiak structures,
in order to expand its traditional regional foctenfi North East and South East Asia to South Asia

CONFLICTS IN SOUTH ASIA;

The harsh geo-political realities point towardsagee potential for conflict rather than peace. Ehemy be well
routed in geo-strategic factors and in the strategf the leading powers of the world to influetitese factors
in their own interests. Some of the geo-strategitdrs are:

1. Military Stand Off in the Region- Whereas India has tended to find greater conveé its perceptions
with Russian position on many issues; however oBuwrth Asian states have reflected towards wesaribsv
their world views.

2. Emergence of China as a Reckonable Powethina’s growing power and its assertive approactiealing

with other nations can only create apprehensiors arsense of insecurity in the countries of SousiiaA
excepting those like Pakistan who have sought aiealiance relationship with it. Similarly, Chiregrowing

capabilities of power projection could pose a majuallenge to peace and security in the days ahead.

3. Situation in Afghanistan and Middle East-Afghanistan and Middle East are the two conflictas where
local indigenous conflictual factors have been eglied in great power strategies and interests.cbnéinuation

or resolution of the conflict in the two areas wilive far-reaching influence on the peace and ggdarthe
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region.

4. Growth of Extra Regional Military Forces in the Indian Ocean There has been a massive growth of extra
regional military forces in the Indian Ocean in tieeent years. The presence of extra regional $ovoty helps

to exacerbate conflictual responses and aggrakatproblem of peace and security in the regiorat&gically
too the Indian Ocean region is important for globatlear warfare and thus it has become a victird$fand
European game plan. The success of US Coalitiariegiy to undertake military responses outside NA&Féas

in conflict situation during the second half of 798& Persian Gulf Arabian Sea is noteworthy.

COOPERATIONS

1. Religious and Cultural Interrelation

South Asian region has uniqueness in shared hjstmmnitage, literature, culture, religion and laage. The
commonality of culture and religion provides a styanotive for regional cooperation as it has simifastyle,
fashion and clothing trends, music, food or everewia. Even the people have family relations adoosders
that were formed before partition and have symp#itwards them. So this cross-religious, cross-caltpattern
also demands cooperation at regional-level to piWetter access and opportunity to people for baynand
religious beliefs. South Asia develops greater eaun and political cooperation it is also possitiat the
notion of pan-South Asian identity will emerge atdl and global level and trickle down to the peoflhat is
why Amartya Sen (2006) gives notion of culturalritiey where people could have multiple identities.

2. Economic Acquisitions

In regional cooperation processes trade mustrheams not an aim per se to increase the prodymbwer of a
state. A long-term economic strategy of any devialpgtate must have diversion in trade destinatindsiding

its neighbour destinations, diversity in trade @atfproducts including both labour intensive angiteh
intensive. Most states in this region lack skitlssearch capacity, financial and technical res@ufoeresearch
and education, in this context establishment oftls@sian University and signing of South Asia Fiemade
Area agreement (SAFTA) are significant step (Medta Kumar 2004; Banik 2006; Ratna and Sidhu 2008;
Taneja et al. 2011). 2 The share of intra-regidredie is very low in South Asia with comparisonintra
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) mdra-EU trade for intraregional trade of SAARC pas;
also for SAARC trade with rest of the World. Theshof SAARC trade has remained same ranging fm
percent between 2000 and 2013. This low intra-rejidrade has been on account of positive list dase
approach on exchange of tariff preferences, smatlyct coverage, narrow margins of preferencesiraaduility

to address non-tariff barrier

3. political integration, for instance the promotion of democratic valuegere only used selectively and
remained contingent on India’s security concefissa-visthe neighbours. In 2009, the South Asian Assoaiatio
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) agreed on a CharfeDemocracy to strengthen democratic structimes
South Asia. The Charter becomes fully operationaan become an important instrument that allomdid to
support democratic institutions in neighbouring rtnies. But it is also an ambivalent instrumentéiese this
could be seen as interference in the internalraffafi countries, which India itself rejects. Thelibm Technical

& Economic Cooperation Programme (ITEC) has trainehy bureaucrats from South Asia and has helped
New Delhi to increase its political clout in thegien. In 2013-2014 more than 80 per cent of Indiatal loan
and aid budget was allocated to its South Asiaghtmiurs, especially Bhutan, Bangladesh, and Afgitami

India’s efforts

INDIA seems to be a regional power in South Asiadbfault. Governments in New Delhi have used aetaof
instruments to further their interests in the ragiwars have India been fought and won (for instanith
Pakistan); militant groups have been supporteddir tfight against authoritative regimes (East Btai) and
democratic governments (Sri Lanka); trade sanctiand border blockades have been imposed; secret
arrangements have been negotiated (Nepal); urdladeonomic and political concessions (SAARC) hbegen
made; development aid has been provided (Afghamishutan, Nepal); and successful (Nepal) and
unsuccessful (Sri Lanka) attempts for mediatiooiwl wars have been made

Since its independence in 1947, India has beerepext as a regional power or hegemon in South
Asia. Due to the asymmetry of its territorial anehtbgraphic size, its military dominance, and iterganic
potential, India seems to be a regional power gude But a closer look reveals that India’s sugeeconomic
and military resources have hardly resulted inaitigievement of its foreign policy goals.

For many years, India perceived its neighbouringntides as a major part of its national securitgl an
its strategic sphere of influence. India’s pohdg-a-visthe Himalayan states has always been determinéis by
relations with China and it has always aimed taiocedChina’s influence on its northern border. Tienfiship
agreements with the Himalaya kingdoms Bhutan (198®kim (1950), and Nepal (1950) gave India a grea
involvement in the internal affairs of its neighlbbeuPrime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, who is oftésnted for
being an ‘idealist’ in international affairs, appg#o have had a much more ‘realistic’ perspeatiite regard to
India’s neighbours in the Himalayas.
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Indira Gandhi’'s South Asia doctrine saw the regisrpart of India’s national security. This becahe t
basis for various political and military intervesris during the 1970s and 1980s. But many of trervantions
did not bring about the desired long-term resudisifidia. The military victory over Pakistan in I9Was not
followed by a permanent solution of the Kashmiuésindia supported Bangladesh after its indepesei@m
1971 but could not prevent Bangladesh’s economit alitical realignment after the military coup 1975.
India’s attempts to mediate in the Sri Lankan oialr in the late 1980s ended in political and mijtdisaster.

After the economic liberalisation in 1991, economsgues became more and more important for India’s
foreign policy at both the regional and the gloleadels. In the mid-1990s, the Gujral doctrine highted the
concept of non-reciprocity: India was now willing make unilateral, political, and economic conaassito
weaker states. South Asia was no longer seen ast afpindia’s national security, but as part af économic
development. The new focus on economics gained mauertancevis-a-visthe traditional security concerns.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh moved economic refeito the centre of India’s foreign policy, proeubt
economic development, gave greater importanced@’Birelations with the great powers, and trieéstablish
friendly relations with the neighbouring countries.

CHINA'S EFFORTS

China’s relations with India and South Asia havealndergone several changes. The good relatiortshéal
with India in the 1950s was overshadowed by thendaty dispute. After the border war in 1962, China
deepened its relations with Pakistan. As partofdeological foreign policy, China supported vasganmilitant
movements in South Asia, as for instance rebelggdu India’s northeast.

China’s strong economic and military support fokiB&n since the 1960s and its later efforts to
develop its economic relations with India’s neightsohave always raised apprehensions in India,Ghata’s
South Asia policy was aimed at pressuring Indidloong its economic liberalisation in the late &7 China
has also shifted its focwss-a-visSouth Asia. Its security interestis-a-visthe region are dominated by the
domestic challenges in Xinjiang and Tibet. Chintauth Asia policy has been characterised as ‘raytred
and complicated and not necessarily compatiblecamdplementary’. China’s attempts to create new sxte
the Indian Ocean as part of its ‘One Belt, One R¢@&BOR) initiative by building land corridors thugh
Pakistan and Bangladesh will increase the strategportance of South Asia in the long-term.

In the field of security, China has the upper havith regard to military hardware and strategic
investment, whereas India has stronger militaryatlitary relations with its neighbours. In 2011,dla’s
National Security Advisor Shiv Shankar Menon paihteit that India has to expand its role as secpribyider
for South Asia as well as for the Indian Oceanaedn order to counter the growing Chinese inflieererime
Minister Modi also emphasised this point during Vasious visits to the SAARC countries and theridiatates
of the Indian Ocean in spring 2015.

Conclusion

It seem that despite its superior material res@jricelia has hardly ever managed to establisH isetegional
power in the long-term perspective. Nehru’s andrin@Gandhi’s attempts to portray the region as phhhdia’s
national security and to secure the country’s fprgiolitical interests through military, econonmémd political
interventions have proven counterproductive in tways. First, the process of nation-building in the
neighbouring countries prevented a close approximawith India. Because of common religious, lirgfid,
and ethnic ties, nation-building was about delitiota of the dominant neighbour. Second, all neighbdave
used the strategy of internationalising their leitat disputes with India, sometimes more and sanastiless
successfully. Pakistan is the most obvious castBlangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka have also plalyed
‘China card’ at various times. Since its liberdiisa in 1991, India has put its South Asia policya@new basis
with the Gujral and the Manmohan doctrines. SousieAs regarded more as a market that can corgritout
India’s economic development and therefore the doafibilateral and multilateral initiatives is oagional
public goods, like better connectivity as well asunilateral economic concessions, in order to edpatra-
regional trade.

In contrast to India, China enjoys a comfortablsipon. Politically, China is regarded as a ‘nelitra
player in South Asia. China has never been pathefdiscourse on nation-building and its relatiavith the
region are not marred by the baggage of historpnBmically, China is a more attractive trade anctétment
partner for South Asian countries. In the fieldseturity, China is an important partner for thewsitjon of
military hardware. However, India has also improitedsecurity collaboration with many South Asianuotries
in recent years.

India seems to be caught in a catch-22 situatioBdath Asia. On the one hand, religious, lingujstic
and ethnic ties bind India with the region. On tiker hand, those ties do separate India fromdightours
with regard to nation-building. Hence, India wiltascely be able to overcome its resentments in the
neighbouring countries and to counter the advastdigat China enjoys in South Asia with regard tditios,
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economics, and security. However, China’s growimijuence in South Asia does not imply a claim foy a
regional power status. It pursues its nationalregts and does not seem to be interested in pngyvigigional
public goods. It remains arguable whether Chinatvidies within the region serve its own economic
development, or how far it pursues a policy of ferlement’ against India. It should not be overledkthat
India and China are also cooperating in joint reglanitiatives like the Bangladesh—China—India—Miyer and
that China has also promised to make large-scéiastnucture investment in India. Despite its disatageous
position, India should continue its efforts to pdevregional public goods through both bilateral amultilateral
initiatives. This will foster regional cooperation South Asia, so that the question of ‘who is tkgional
power’ may even become superfluous in the long time
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