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Abstract

Maintaining good relations with neighbours is thiestf priority for any country. India has close bistal,
religious, economic, ethnic and linguistic relagbip with all neighbouring states. Moreover, Indiamergence
as a regional power and a key global power depéardely on her image and standing in the South Asia
neighbourhood. India’s relations with its immediaeighbours have been a mixed baglia’s relations with
Bangladesh are multi-dimensional-ideological, aaltuethnic, political and also economic. An exteesense of
distrust, insecurity and perceived domination bgidrhas shaped Bangladesh'’s foreign policy in regears. In
the light of the new political climate in Banglate§lanuary 2014) and the forthcoming Parliamenindia
(May 2014).Who will bell the cat? It is expectedattthoth the countries (India and Bangladesh) ikifap
forward to resolving some of the key bilateral @mions.

Keywords: - South Asia, Indian Hegemony, India -Bangladeshtimig, India’s Neighbourhood Foreign Policy.

Introduction

South Asia is the Southern region of the Asianioemnt which comprises the Sub-Himalayan countiiedudes
the adjoining countries on the west and east.s ltaist area which comprises of India, Bangladeakiskn,
Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives and Sri Lanka. South Asithe land of great ethnic, religious, cultural dinduistic
diversities

The politics of cultural identity throughout Souftsia arising out of a collective failure to recogmiand
acknowledge that South Asia has a distinctive petély and intertwined history arising out of itefahite
geographic identity. Virtually cut off from the tesf the world by the Himalayas to the north, thdian Ocean to
the South, and impenetrable forests to the east,banren lands to the west, its population tradélty had
relatively few contacts with the outside world. #te same time, the absence of any significant nater
geographical barriers, other than the Central Imd@ests and mountains created an inevitable g@bgral,
cultural, economic and ecological interdependen€ealb parts of this vast expanse of territory. Tdes
circumstances gave to the heartland of the souidnAsib- continent, covering the bulk of the temjtof present
day India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, a generallyraamhistory and led to the evolution of a uniquélization
and culture. Remote and protected in the pre- nmodex from the cultural influences of the mainldoydthe sea
and the mountains, the periphery of the Sub- centir{Sri-Lanka, Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan, Baluchistthe
northwest frontier and tribal regions of Pakistamd dndia’s Northeast Region) had a more self-sigfit
development and therefore more distinguishing celtBut even these regions had considerable irntenawith,
and were greatly influenced by, the heartland

India and South Asia

For much of the past sixty years, India’s relatianiih South Asian have been largely unilateralisd Aegemonic

in character. In 1971, India supported a democrasistance in East Pakistan (EP) against pogromsucted by
the Pakistan army and then invaded the territodyeang by half its principal adversary in South &din 1961,
India annexed the Portuguese colony of Goa anti9#, the independent principality of Sikkim. Ireth980s,
India proclaimed a doctrine against foreign intaetien in South Asian affairs, while secretly suppay Tamil
rebels in their conflict with the Sri Lanka goveremb. Clearly, India used hard- power and exerciesgkemony

in South Asia in order to consolidate its terriddgovereignty, oppose regional and global adviersand ensure
access to water and other resources for a verg kmd growing population.

While using hard-power in South Asia, India hasakkthed a reputation for the use of soft-power and
multilateral leadership, especially at the UN andhe Non-Aligned Movement. After the economic refe in
1991 and loosening of Cold War constraints, Indigedoped its economy, became a beneficiary of djidteon
and became less defensive and more outgoing isuheontinent. India stepped its engagement in the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAAROtil recently, India, as the world’s largest derazy,
has selected to promote non-alignment, rather tfEmocratisation, though it occasionally enforcelésuhat
opposed the abuse of power in South Asia (e.gEast Pakistan in 1971 and Sri Lanka in the 1980s).

From 1954 onwards, India found the US in a Cold \Watnership with Pakistan, which impeded Indigioré$

to assert its interests in the sub- continent. Alsdia confronted china in a border clash andggfiel for
influence over Tibet, which culminated in defeattlie 1962 Sino- Indian war. Subsequently, Indizded its
power in the South Asian subcontinent as a condtdadiPakistan, China and the US. India moved tdw/dine
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USSR which began to supply warplanes and othertamilihard ware and helped to build Indian defence
capabilities in both conventional and nuclear arbashe wake of China’s 1964 nuclear test, Indéaedoped its
own nuclear weapons programmin August 1971, India signed a twenty- year TrezftPeace, friendship and
Cooperation with the USSR. In December 1971, Idiavasion of East Pakistan demonstrated its hegemo
tendencies, coming in the face of opposition fréva US and China and led to the formation of Bareghd
which became a client state for several yearsalagid Pakistan subsequently negotiated the Simtaefgent
that stabilised relations until the mid-1980.

In 1974, India conducted a ‘Peaceful’ nuclear td#sh crude fission device. The nuclear test, tistowy over
Pakistan and the creation of Bangladesh begunangehindia’s reputation from that of a weak statéhat of a
regional power and hegemon. India sought to keegign powers out of the South Asian subcontinerdugh
the proclamation of the ‘Indira’ and ‘Rajiv’ doate, discontent rose in the early 1980s in Banglades Lanka
and Nepal against India’s hegemonic tendenciegtetarmful effects of the India- Pakistan conffict
The end of the Cold War and the withdrawal of the tsuperpowers from South Asian affairs created the
opportunity for India to shift from defensive undsalism and hegemony to forward-looking, multifate
leadership in South Asia. The liberalisation onidrsleconomy in 1991 created the opportunity toagegin
greater trade with its neighbours and economiaésts in South Asian became more important in Iad@eign
policy towards the region. India promoted the depeient of free trade within SAARC. In recent yeanslia's
rapidly growing economy and efforts to increaseneconic cooperation with its neighbours have created
challenges for SAARC. India reached bilateral trageeements with Sri Lanka and Nepal. Bangladegiatd
its willingness to enter into similar negotiatiomdonetheless, Indian exports to South Asian neighbdave
increased slowly since India opened up its econom®991. In 1996, Prime Minister 1.K. Gujral prorgated a
new doctrine for Indian policy in South Asia, whiemphasised the principle of ‘non- reciprocity'ii® relations
with its smaller neighbours — with the exceptionRakistan. This set a positive tone in the bilatezkations.
Thus, Indian non-reciprocity made it possible tdvesadisputes with the neighbouring country espécialith
BangladesH.

India -Bangladesh relations

Two Countries in South Asia are historically, gemgrically and culturally so close to each othet thay cannot
escape having significant bilateral interactionfdBe achieving independence in 1971, the moderte sté
Bangladesh was part of a larger, non-contiguoussRak It must be noted that Bangladeshis (therwknas
“East Pakistanis”) comprised a major part of thevement to establish the independent state of Rakistfore
independence. As a result, many of the grievarwsrésulted in the original Partition of 1947 réme part of a
collective historical memory of modern-day BanglstdeHowever, India’s role in establishing an indegent
Bangladesh meant that, at least for a few yeadsa kenjoyed a privileged relationship with the retate®

India’s assistance to refugees from East Pakistanwell as its relief and reconstruction aid, warbng way
toward setting the foundations of the new courligw Delhi, by pulling its troops out of Bangladesghickly
after the 1971 Indo-Bangladesh War, acknowledgech#w state’s sovereignty. India, not surprisinghgs also
the first state to grant recognition to BangladeBhe relations in the initial phase were shapedhisyorical
episode of the liberation war when India shareceiewnt relations with the Bangladesh governmergxife. This
extraordinary coordination set the tone for bilateelations after liberation. The relationshipttistarted with
shared memories of sacrifices made for the birth néw nation also shaped the outlook of the twotraes. An
example of this was the signing of “Treaty of Fdship and Peace” in 1972 for a term of 25 yeagslading that
both sides would respect their mutual independesmegreignty, and territorial integrity in each etk internal
affairs. But the assassination of Mujibur-ur-Rehman in 191%] the assumption of power by General Zia-ur-
Rahman after a coup, disrupted the healthy evaiutib India-Bangladesh ties. It was critical of tindlitary
takeover in Dhaka.
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The Treaty of Friendship got involved in the dorepblitics of Bangladesh till it lapsed in 199@eaaf25 years

of ignominious existence. Even when it was in exise the Awami League (AL) which was the chief aect of

the Treaty refused to acknowledge it and allowesltthaty to die its natural death. In fact, Indiateempt to
emphasize its common ethnic and cultural affinitiéth Bangladesh backfired as this supposedly tereal to
dilute the status of hard-earned Bangladeshi naltimdentity’ Much like other states in South Asia, Bangladesh
also started resenting India’s over-whelming regigoresence, and India eventually became one ote¢héral
issues around which domestic politics in Bangladesblved. Opposing India became the most effectiag of
burnishing one’s nationalist credentials in Bangkd and political parties, with the possible exoepof the
Awami League, made full use of this tactic. The Awa eague, with its center-left political underpings, was
the dominant political force in Bangladesh for acatée after independence because the party waslyclose
associated with the national liberation movement.

Bangladesh is not just another neighbour of InBi@. India, Bangladesh will always remain very spkeér a
number of reasons. Geography dictates that theéntessbf India and Bangladesh are, and will alwegi®ain,
inextricably intertwined. If India’s map is likengd a human figure, with Jammu and Kashmir as #edhand
the northeast region as an outstretched arm, tlaeiglBdesh is the joint that connects the Northesggon to the
rest of India, and plays as vital a role as dogsrdi in a human body. Its geographical locatiod aelative size
vis-a-vis India creates an understandable feelifthinvBangladesh of being landlocked, specificdliydia-
locked’! A similar feeling exists among the peoplelindia’s Northeast Region who too regard themsglas
being ‘Bangladesh- locked’. From the perspectivelrafia’'s Northeast Region, Bangladesh is India’ssimo
important neighbour, one that India simply canrfédrd to ignore. The Northeast Region continue$attguish
primarily since Bangladesh, on one pretext or agmttefuses to give transit facilities to India

As a neighbour country, Bangladesh creates foralmdany problems that are common between neighlgpurin
states elsewhere in the world but which apply ueigdo Bangladesh in South Asia. Sri Lanka and Wals|
being islands, inevitably have a much less intemess- border movement by sea with India than dtestthat
share land borders with India. Bhutan and Nepakhayen borders with India; with Pakistan the chomsder
India’s most movement of people is minimal and viéghtly regulated. Bangladesh, however, is Indiagst
populous neighbour, with which India shares theyést border (more than 4095 Kilometers long). Hiso very
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porous. There is large-scale and regular crossebandvement of people, more from Bangladesh tcatagarly
half a million Bangladeshis visit India annuallyfioially, much more illegally. Compared to its otheeighbours,
India is dependent on Bangladesh to a much higbgreég —to harness water resources, to tackle lilleggation
and to combat terrorism. In the Sub-regional baasicpower of East and Northeast India, Bangladeatthes
up quite well with Indig.

India has become increasingly concerned about IBdagh, its declining stability and state capadityd the
rising Islamist forces there over the past decadesore. China has been gaining influence in thetry. India-
Bangladesh relations have stagnated due to bordbtepn as well as water issue, the feeling on tikah side
that security-related issue-include arms traffigkiilegal migration, transit and trade have noem@iven the
importance they deserve in Dhaka.

From Bangladesh, the issues have been the shafrithg waters of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and oihers,
the controversial Indian ‘river-linking’ projecth@t could threaten the flow of water to Bangladesh)well as
trade and a variety of border-related concerndudticg smuggling. Already, nearly $2 billion wordf Indian
goods are smuggled into Bangladesh annually, iitiaddo the $1.5 billion worth of goods that entkee country
legally. The Bangladesh market is swamped withdndjoods, many of which are smuggled across thaebbr
Although there was an attempt by both sides toecthe gap that had widened but the real transfoomat the
bilateral equation began with Sheikh Hasina assgroifice in 1996. The signing of the Ganga wateaty of
1996 and the Chakma Agreement of 1997 removedvibentain irritants that had plagued Indo-Bangladesh
relations for years. Although the two neighboursimty this period had several unresolved issues dxtvthem
but they were firmly on friendly track. Unfortuntethis momentum was lost after the next electedegnment
of the BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) alliat@ek over in 2001.Without much exaggeration; bilatdies
reached their lowest point between 2001 and 20@8inD the coalition period, India and Bangladestfeded
virtually on all bilateral issues. Marked by thekaof high level contacts there were no seriousnapts to resolve
many of the outstanding problems. The Khaleda deghment largely ignored Indian security concefse
major cause responsible for souring of bilateridtiens was granting asylum to ULFA leader Anup t&hand
ATTF leader Sanjeev Deb Barman by Bangladesh. Aamogsue which contributed to worsening of relagion
between two countries was Khaleda Zia governmeayjgosition to any proposal to export natural gaktbha.
For India, its core concern was security threatar@ating from Bangladesh, while for Bangladesh tidening
trade gap with India was its most serious coné&rn.

Under the caretaker government headed by Chief shdvFakhruddin Ahmad Indo-Bangladesh relations
improved considerably. Though no major bilateralgem was resolved during this regime it was marted
regular contacts at high level. India’s approactirduthis phase was marked by understanding, acamtation
and concessiors.

The Awami League government again won a land slideory in the December 2008 elections. PM Sheikh
Hasina adopted not only a pragmatic foreign poliayinaugurated a new era of friendship and assistavith
India. She has shown considerable courage and camvito free its soil from anti-Indian activity.ilBteral
cooperation touched new heights during PM Hasistdte visit to India in July 2010. The joint comrgue
signed by Prime Ministers of two countries durihg wisit included various new areas of bilateralpmration.
Bangladeshi PM’s visit was reciprocated by PM Darivhohan Singh’s state visit to Dhaka in early Septr
2011. After twelve years an Indian PM was visitiBgngladesh. He was accompanied by External Affairs
Minister SM Krishna and Four Chief Ministers Tat@ogoi of Assam, Manik Sarkar of Tripura, Mukul Sang

of Meghalaya, P Lalthanhawla of Mizoram and many tdficials. Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamata
Bannerjee was also to go with him, but suddenlymiieed out citing differences on the Teesta watering
agreement which the centre was going to sign wahdkadesh. The two countries signed a major acnorithe
border demarcation to end the four decades oldutlispover boundaries. This came to be known aditie
Bigha Corridor. India also granted 24-hours accessBangladeshi citizens in Tin-Bigha Corridor. The
agreement included exchange of adversely held esglanvolving 51,000 people spread over 111 Indian
enclaves in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladesh enclaveslin. The total land involved is reportedly 708¢res.
Along with greater cooperation, economic activigtween the two nations has increased. India plettggt/est
U.S.$1 billion to build infrastructure in BanglatheS his visit yields impressive diplomatic resultgped by a
historic and boundary pact. Both PM’s also ackndgéal that the destinies of the people of two céemtvere
interlinked in their search for peace, prosperityg atability.

During the next year, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, thigrafce Minister visited Dhaka on 5-6 May 2012 ttemad
the concluding ceremony of the year-long Joint Bietdons of the 150 Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore.
Cooperation in the areas of security and borderagament was discussed during institutionalizedstaik
Home Minister Level (February 2012, December 2G| January 2013). During the visit of Home Ministe
Shri Sushil Kumar Shinde to Bangladesh in Feb, 20dda signed the Extradition Treaty and Revisedveél
Arrangements with his Bangladeshi counterpart Modin Khan Alamgir marks a major shift in their
relationship. India has long demanded an Extradificeaty with Bangladesh, which was not forthconlog to
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an adversarial relationship with the previous regim Dhaka. With the treaty, New Delhi has signeday to
clamp down on insurgency in the North-Eastern negibthe country, long a hotbed for separatist iasdrgent
groups who mostly operate from Bangladesh and athigthboring countries.

From October 2013, India started exporting 500 medis of electricity a day to Bangladesh over aqueof 35
years. A 125- Kilometer Baharampur- Bheramara tragsion line, 40 Km of it in Bangladesh, connebis two
substations. Bangladesh officials believe the etxypould greatly ease the national shortage onceMd0flows
into the national grid. The two country’s Prime Miers also unveiled the plaque of the 1,320 MW-iced
Rampal power plants, a joint venture between thedountries. This link is being seen as a majoestine in
strengthening the bilateral relationship and coatestime when India is desperate to make up $anébility to
deliver on two key pacts with Bangladesh: one oasta waters and the land boundary pact. From Nogemb
2013, Wagah Border like ceremony is being organiaedPetra pole (in West Bengal, India) - Benapole
(Bangladesh border checkpoint. The ceremony whricludles lowering of the national flag of both tleeictries

is now a daily routine, at sundown, on the eashmrder. The relations between the countries araitkdf
moving in positive direction.

Taking note of the strategic importance of India &angladesh for each other, a report by a think tBSA,
cautions against complacency and argues that ddnmgeriod of Sheikh Hasina as Prime Minister, was
opportunity to take India-Bangladesh relations toigher trajectory and move towards a strategi¢ngaship.
This significance of strong India-Bangladesh tiesgibeyond the bilateral context. The Good relatlmetween
India and Bangladesh will have positive influencetioe regiort?

While the new extradition and visa agreement armhger economic ties are a clear marker of progthsse is
also a good deal of unfinished business betweemwbecountries. For one, India has not yet sighedieesta
Water Treaty, which will give Bangladesh accesthivTeesta River that flows from India. Meanwhitedia is
waiting for Bangladesh to grant transit accesstdoldndlocked northeastern states bordered by Bedagh.
According to analysts, as the biggest country intBdsia, India is taken to engage its neighboa ihid to
neutralize China’s growing influence there. To dm 8lew Delhi must give more economic leverage to
Bangladesh and allow Bangladesh to have a biggee gif India’s growing economic success.

The arrangement suits India’s new foreign policgiom, which is based on greater economic engagewiémt
its neighbours. India’s slowly growing ties with ilgdadesh have given its Look East Policy a boodt@ruld

be the start of renewed progress.

India’s Neighbourhood Foreign Policy: - A Brief Higtorical Perspective

Ever since Independence, the broad strategy of'mdoreign policy towards her neighbours has been
maintain peaceful and friendly relations with atldaNehru is reported to have said in 1949, “thgmeburing
countries have the first place in our mind”. Howeveuring the Nehruvian era, India’'s concept of
neighbourhood covered the whole of Asia. The debatll962 and 1965 led PM Lal Bahadur Shastri itiate
an active phase of intense concern for our immediaighbours. Though Indra Gandhi shared the Né&muv
vision and aspirations, she also believed thdtoukl be related to the country’s evolving secuynitglitical and
economic interests for whom India needed to emstigang and reliant. Most scholars see this pergodre of
India’s high assertivene$$.The Janata Government was highly critical of Itelimuscular foreign policy. It
aimed at giving top priority to good neighbourlinesd mutual beneficialism but was criticized by thext
Congress Government of bartering away the countrgt®nal interests. Though the initial years @& Rgjiv era
saw an improvement in the relations, later he amttise neighbours of seeking extra advantage. TReSihgh
Government was also criticized for its mishandlofgthe ethnic crisis in Sri Lank thereby damagingid’s
image as a regional power.

The return of the Congress to power in 1991 cditiwith the end of the Cold War and India embaikedhe
path of economic liberalization. The wide scalereguic reforms of this period attracted the neighlbdaarring
Pakistan to seek deeper economic engagement vdth. Ifhe emergence of the United Front Government i
1996 with I.LK. Gujral minister and later as PM &ea by many as marking a new phase in India’s a&gbro
towards her neighbours based on the Gujral Doctsfnmagnanimity and non-reciprocity, unilateraltigtives
and peaceful solution of disputes. Though, the BAMIDA Government continued the Gujral trend, tinelear
explosions of May 1998 added a nuclear dimensidndo-Pak. Relation¥

India’s Foreign Policy in South Asia under UPA | ard II.

The return of the Congress with its coalition partnof UPA in 2004 and 2009 marks another new £hadia’s
approach to her neighbours and is being identiied“Manmohan Singh Doctrine”. As observed by C.
Rajamohan, “promoting a peaceful periphery has beaome the reigning doctrine in the South block alhd
successive governments after Gujral have adherétl. tbhe UPA Government has come out with a foreig
policy which is purposeful, result-oriented and -pative by giving high priority to relations withll ats
neighbours. The primary objective of PM Manmohang8is Government has been to improve the global and
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regional environment for sustaining India’s groyptiocess and overall development. C. Rajamohan Utéinexl
four elements of this Manmohan Singh Doctrine.
e The changing weight of India in the global econashgping its weight in global affairs.
e As a consequence of this recognition of new opmities available to India to improve relationstwit
all major powers.
e Positive impact of this new approach on regiomégration in South Asia and improving bilateral
relations.
« Recognition that as an open society and open ecpiaiia can build bridges with the world.
Today the major shift evident in India’s relatiomgh her neighbours is to focus on maximizing bams and
minimizing her losses, integrating her Look Eastidyowith her better relations in South Asia. Henae
September 2012, addressing the three day Confecdrindian High Commissioners from nearly 120 Coigst
PM Dr. Manmohan Singh focused on the idea of greabanectivity in South Asia so that India’s growth
provided the engine of progress for its neighbdtiidowadays it is expected that the forthcoming paréat in
India will resolve all the bilateral contentionstiveen India and Bangladesh.

Five Principles of Indian Foreign Policy

While addressing the annual Conclave of Indian Asshdors/High Commissioners on 04 November 2013 in
New Delhi titled,“India in the Changing World: Priorities and Pringles”, the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh said that”, over the past nine (9) years@overnment has sought to engineer a fundament ir®ur
foreign policy based on our national priorities avitht we believe is India’s role and destiny in Maffairs”. |
believe “Five Principles” that defines Indian fageipolicy. In his words:

“First, recognition that India’s relations with the wetldth major powers and our Asian neighbors- are
increasingly shaped by our developmental prioritiEse single most important objective of Indianeign
policy has to be to create a global environmentlocive to the well-being of our great country.

Second that greater integration with the world econonilf benefit India and enable our people to reattzeir
creative potential.

Third, we seek stable, long term and mutually benefig#dtions with all major powers. We are prepamd t
work with the International community to create labgl economic and security environment benefitaahll
nations.

Fourth, we recognize that the Indian sub-continent’s ghakestiny requires greater regional cooperation and
connectivity. Towards this end, we must strengttegional institutional capability and capacity angest in
connectivity.

Fifth, our foreign policy is not defined merely by onterests, but also by the values which are very teaur
people. India’'s experiment of pursuing economicedigment within the framework of a plural, secufad
liberal democracy has inspired people around thédvemd should continue to do.5%

Areas of Contention between India and Bangladesh

As highlighted, India’s military and economic supiptm Bangladesh during the 1971 War of Liberatam its

aftermath were quite critical and substantial t® ldtter’'s birth. However, events that followed titeration of

Bangladesh did not result in the maintenance ddiabrelations between these two countries as dgfded here
are a few fundamental issues between India and|8aesh, such as land and maritime boundary denamsat
the sharing of waters from 54 common rivers, infakitnade, transnational crime, and interferenceniarnal

affairs that have harmfully affected their relasbip. On an hopeful note, however, interpersonatioss and
civil society contact groups between the two cdeathave increaséd.

Water Sharing Disputes

India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers. Tdrerevater dispute is bound to arise. The origithef first
such dispute can be traced back to the Treaty Enéship, Cooperation and Peace signed by India and
Bangladesh on March 19, 1972. According to the igioms of the treaty, the two countries establishebbint
River Commission (JRC) to work towards the commueriests and sharing of water resources. India et
construction of the Farakka Barrage on the rivendgga in 1975. The barrage was 75 feet high andf&@&0
long. The aim of this project was to flush out theogly river near Kolkata and keep out port opersi. Now
Bangladesh insisted that it did not obtain a faare of the Ganges waters during lean seasongyarftboded
during the monsoons when India released excessadiee Ganga Waters Treaty was signed on Decet#her
1996 for water sharing of river Ganga during le@asen (January 1- May 31). The 37th Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC) meeting was held in New Delhi fristarch 17-20, 2010. Water Resources Secretary-level
meeting took place in Dhaka on January 10, 201thlmiiscussed interim water sharing arrangementssipect

of Teesta and Feni rivers and water sharing obter common rivers. A three member delegatiorbledBD
Water Resources Secretary visited India on June288l to hold further discussions on water relisdes?
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lllegal Migration

The flow of migrants across Bangladesh boundary tduenstable condition in Bangladesh has also chuse
tension between the two countries. Large influswth migrants across the boundary has posed soaimmic-
political problems for the people of Indian statesrdering Bangladesh Viz, Tripura, Mizoram, Assam,
Meghalaya and West Bengal. India sought to cheoklpm of refuges by erecting barbed wire fence glive
border which was greatly resented by Bangladeshrefbre, India decided to construct a road aloeg2/200
Km Indo- Bangladesh Border, 150 yards from the deatéon line to check infiltration of unauthorizedrsons
into India. India facilitated the repatriation oaBgladesh Chakma refugees from camps in TriputaafAthom
have returned®

Border Disputes

Another contentious issue between India and Baeglathat has recently come under the limelighiashorder
demarcation issue. Bangladesh shares a 4,096-Kilerberder with India, of which 6.5 kilometers aipthe
Comilla- Tripura border remains undemarcated. Tdosder is marked by a large number of exclaves and
enclaves- the legacy of a well international bdfiailt to implement partition plan. Three majorsdutes that
arose bslegween two countries were- the Tin Baghaidior Muhuvir Char Dispute and the New Moore Islan
disputes.

Trade

The geographical proximity makes both India and gdatesh natural trading partners. They have patetti
benefit each other tremendously through trade. Kewdack of trust has not allowed them to exploitateral
trade fully. Their failure to do so has increasemtlié costs for both countries. Bangladesh has albagn
concerned about the increasing trade deficit wittid. The trade deficit decreased for the firsetin fiscal
year in 2005-06 when’s exports rose to $242 millmile India’s export fell to $1.8 billion from $Rillion.
Bilateral trade between two countries has had avaup swing following New Delhi communiqué of 20Tthe
two way trade in Financial Year 2010-2011 was UB8$8.billion with India’s export to Bangladesh acnting

for US $ 4.586 billion and imports $ 0.512 million.

To address the Bangladesh concern regarding diefitgt, India agreed to remove tariff and noriffdrarriers.

In January 2008, under the SAFTA provisions theegoment of India had permitted duty free entry of
Bangladeshi products into India. The negativeMias also reduced from 700 products to about 406ygts.
The tariff free quota system has been applied wtetg free entry was not possible. India also distheal some
non-tariff barriers which blocked the imports ofmiani Saris and Hilsa Fish from Bangladesh to Inthia
September 2011 Indian PM Manmohan Singh announcedadree access to the Indian market for 46
Banglal(geshi textile products lines and 15 othenst@ move welcomed by Bangladesh’s political ansinass
circles:

Transit

India was granted transit facilities for movemehigoods and personnel to the North-Eastern Statékthe
Indo-Pak war of 1965. This issue has eluded a isoludespite the fact that Bangladesh committed both
bilaterally and multilaterally, to permit transBangladesh would benefit enormously, particularbnf revenue
collection by levying charge on all such movemeitsaddition to improving and expanding its exigtipoor
infrastructure. Bangladesh is mandated under ttedebal Trade Agreement, SAPTA and SAFTA to provide
transit, but successive Bangladesh Governmentdrasistently shown great reluctance and have nkéntany
steps towards changing their policy of denying diafacilities. For many years International Orgation and
States have talked about creating Trans-Asian High({l AH). Bangladesh rejected this proposal and has
denied Highway through Bangladesh. Probably they feat this road will be coming from India and iend
inside India and that brings up the question ofn§shipment. India had earlier requested for a dorrbr
permission to send vehicles through Bangladesh fAéest Bengal to its North-Eastern States. Otherviisey
have to take the long rout around the Siliguri eagbypassing Bangladesh. This raises transportaubthe
time required for trade and supply. For inexplieatdasons, Bangladesh has not acted positivehjsmdgard.
Good connectively and cheaper means of transpfotésnost condition for smooth trade. Therefore Nasthi

and Dhaka have been discussing for long to protraesit facility to each other. Sheikh Hasina apprbthe
renewal of the bilateral trade agreement betweengBaesh and India. This agreement permits both the
neighbours to use their waterways, roadways amdags for transportation of goods between two pdaoeone
country through the territory of other. Bangladésls also agreed to provide India transshipmeniitiato send
goods from Kolkata to Tripura through Bangladeghtritory. Some South Asian experts believe thédiath
India and Bangladesh open up transit through tlagid and water routes as per their mutual commitmen
Banglaglgsh is likely to emerge as a regional hubirfter-state trade and this will fetch her lot tonsit
revenue.

69



International Affairs and Global Strategy www.iiste.org

ISSN 2224-574X (Paper) ISSN 2224-8951 (Online) Llﬁ.i,‘l
Vol.21, 2014 lIS'E
Insurgency

Insurgency is one of the bones of contention betweeo countries. The question of ISI operating from
Bangladesh and supporting the insurgents in théhNeast is one of the major issues. In this wagjdrhas
been accusing Bangladesh of facilitating, encom@gg@nd supporting various north east insurgent ggoin
1999, it was reported that the porous border betwadia and Bangladesh has been used by the ingurge
groups for movement to and from their camps. In12008edia reports highlighted the presence of a murob
camps in Bangladesh operated by National Liberakoont of Tripura (NLFT), United Liberation Fronf o
Assam (ULFA) and National Democratic Front of Batad (NDFM). There are also reports that ULFA has
several lucrative income generating projects ingbastesh to sustain its insurgency activities indnd

Terrorism has emerged as the biggest threat to hitynal hough action was taken by Bangladesh against
indigenous militant organisations having link wilakistan based terror groups. During PM Sheikh néési
visit to India in January 2010 two countries codeld agreements on mutual legal assistance in aimiatters,
transfer of sentenced persons and combating atierral terrorism. Bangladesh'’s cooperation to dredfight
against terrorism was well recognized by none othan Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. While addrassi
media in Dhaka on September 6, 2011, he conveydid'$ndeep appreciation for the cooperation rerdiéne
Bangladesh in their joint fight against terrorisndansurgency’

Conclusion

The end of the Cold War and the withdrawal of the tsuperpowers from South Asian affairs created the
opportunity for India to shift from defensive un#aalism and hegemony to forward-looking, multitate
leadership in South Asia. The liberalisation onidrsleconomy in 1991 created the opportunity toagegin
greater trade with its neighbours and economicrésts in South Asian became more important in Iadia
foreign policy towards the region.

The consequences of strained bilateral relatioms far reaching or both India and Bangladesh. Irdia
witnessing rising turmoil all around its borderglgherefore a stable, moderate Bangladesh as reepastin its
long-term interest. Constructive Indo-Banglade#s tould be a major stabilizing factor for the ®oAsian
region as a whole. Rightly our Prime Minister DraiMnohan Singh stated at Dhaka University on Sepgemb
2011, “The people of South Asia are second to naimen it comes to their talent or their ability tope with
adversity. But to realize the potential of the oggiwe have believed in cooperative efforts. Weehavlearn to
trust each other and work with each other.” Theainisity in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, Sri Lan&ad
Myanmar is a significant inhibiting factor for Iradto realize its dream of becoming a major globaygr. India
is surrounded by several weak states that view Nellui's hegemonic status in the region with sugpici

The structural position of India in the region makehighly likely that Indian predominance will miinue to be
resented by its smaller neighbours, even as ingjabéarby continues to have the potential of tijysg its own
delicate political balance. However, a policy gilendid isolation’ is not an option and India’s dego emerge
as a major global player will remain just that—aide—unless it engages its immediate neighbourhoork
meaningfully. Greater regional cooperation, espigcia the field of economic development to eradécéhe
poverty trap, may be the ultimate goal of all SoA#fians. But unless some corrective and ingenioeasures
are undertaken at this point in time, the situatiught move in the opposite direction. A changenifidset is a
dire necessity for the South Asians. Prosperityafbis the way forward. Both Bangladesh and Irtthae much
to contribute to this process.
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