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Abstract
A functional transformative social studies curricul will be ideal for equipping learners with confgmary
requisite values, attitudes, skills and knowledust Bire substantial to withstand national and dloballenges
of man. By this standard, a high measure of peidesl input should be made in the content and
implementation process of social studies curriculnmigerian universities, given that the Natiohkdiversities
Commission approved programme is yet to undergmnrajiew and revision since 1989. Potential ways
making social studies curriculum implementationnsfarmative in Nigerian Universities are as follows
inculcation of entrepreneurial education, integnatiof poverty alleviation education, qualitativeathing,
climate impact education and emphasis on valuesatidun strategies for actualizing this noble missae:
qualitative training of lecturers, regular revisiohcurriculum, appraisal of lecturers and studgr@gformance,
collaborative instruction and active support inding social studies education research. Possiist@ints are
hazarded.

Introduction

The essence of social studies education in Nigemaversities is to project eclectic knowledgetatiie
for addressing the problem of man in a fast changmansforming globe. In order that any educationa
experience and experiment to be viable, the retipiaeed to be equipped with contemporary knowlexduge
skills to remain competitive, viable, meaningfutlyrvive with the challenges and pressures of the.tiAgainst
this background, the content, implementation precawd the viability of social studies graduateseims of
fitting productively into the labour market and deebe periodically appraised as a measure of prayifcts,
data and information to institute a viable socialdgées education curriculum that is in line withtioaal
transformation agenda which connotes achievingtigegesults in education investment.

Irrespective of the introduction and existencdasial social studies education on a national stale
Nigeria for the past twenty-nine years, all is mall with the operationalization of the curriculuofi social
studies (Mezieobi & Mezieobi, 2012:132). The dritmvards re-engineering the process of teaching and
learning (social studies) education in our (Nigerimiversities) has become very imperative espgdialthe
fact of dwindling level of national consciousnesscial harmony and patriotic zeal. Nigeria is eutly facing
the problem of youth incivility and immorality (Oghiyi & Soluade, 2011), including religious violexnc
environmental management, ethnic, conflict and g&ixe level of unemployment, that can be mitigatedugh
self reliant education, by overhauling the conteritligerian universities social studies curriculum.

If social studies education that has to addresstéenporary national and global) issues is not @rgp
repositioned, the efforts will be in vain (Mezieo8i Onyeanusi, 2012). It is unarguable fact that
entrepreneurship education (integrated in sociadies programme of Nigerian universities) if appraely
applied will invariably lead to creation of moreband to a large extent eradicate the high lelglowerty,
unemployment and crime prevalent in our societyhe Denefit will definitely boost the level of ecaoniz
growth and development of the country (Orisa, 201Phis is because social studies education graduai!
acquire skills and values for self reliant exiseer@md mechanism for wealth creation through invoket in
diverse economic ventures for their personal erdr@ent and national advancement. The objectivesfadu
this study is to insightfully deliberate on agenfia actualizing transformative social studies edioca
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curriculum implementation in Nigerian universitissrategies to facilitate the process and mitigationstraints
envisaged.
Conceptual framework

Social studies is a reformatory school instructilesigned to equip learners with desirable attgude
values, skills and knowledge for cohesive socidgdterce in Nigerian society (Mezieobi, 2011). @bstudies
curriculum should transformatively be adjusted t& d¢ontents, pedagogies and objectives very fratyuém
accommodate contemporary changes, challenges agdeps stride of nations and the global commundtes
large.

Social studies as a field of study was introduicetligeria with the aim of inculcating in the stunde
some (functional) knowledge, skills as well as ealand attitudes that will enable the studentinfa and
contribute to the progress and well-being of theiety to which they belong (Fibianmine, 2011), a
transformative social studies curriculum is confeglito develop human persons, in order they makaevinput
and contributions towards averting the tasking leingles of their nations in establishing democraiadership,
achieving harmonious social co-existence, envirantaie sustainability, technological advancement for
improved standard of living, economic growth thrbutpeir productive input, consideration for meafihg
utilization of nations resources for the generaldjof all citizens, its management and accountatiization of
national resources for improvement of social and/splal infrastructure for stable economic growth,
enthronement of democratic stability, peace andurass formidable national security which creates the
environment for steady growth and development efatonomy.

Social studies transformative education agendiastslled to yield positive results to the improvarh
for the economy through the productive developnerituman potentials, who can contribute ideas, iop#s)
materials and facts for addressing Nigeria’s presdrallenges. However, (Nigerians) profess academi
excellence only at the theoretical formulation with adequate commitment to its realization (Mezieb
Torunrigha, 2012:32). Emenyonu (1983) courageoysbgtulate that Nigeria is capable of sustaining a
functional stable educational system (for transfagrhe economic, social, technological and pditstructure
of the Nigerian society-through functional socildies education programme Nigerian universitiesnly we
would stop paying lip service to education. Itherefore a high time, government and politicabestshould
fund research and provide enabling environmentraatbrials to assist universities train social ssdjraduates
who would offer greatest assistance and faciligdaeral economic growth, human relations educafiiwn
peaceful co-existence of the plural ethnic socsetid Nigeria, who live in mutual suspicious intdrag,
interdependence and persistent conflict threatetliegfoundations of Nigeria’'s security and politistability,
including a sustainable economic development vitgbil

The Nigerian universities social studies curricalwould be transformative when it adapts contemts t
contemporary challenges, equips learners with sskdl wealth creation that can train graduatesesolve
critical impending social problems. It is expectbdt the curriculum should continuously be enldrged to
address the following national needs:

Entrepreneurial education: Ojukwu (2001) observes that inculcation of natiomalrepreneurial education in
(social studies) programme of universities is di#dcat human capital development and the provisibn
adequate supply of trained entrepreneurs with ratitimal force to move the economy in varying pecsiges.
Bolarinwa in Orisa (2012) observed that entreprestdp education equips graduates with self relieaihing,
skills, knowledge, experience and competences telbgant to national development.

Poverty alleviation education: According to Ojie (2007:14) “...Nigeria is clearbdne of the typical countries
of the sub-Saharan African which is saddled with phoblem of poverty reduction, alleviation and eation”.
In other words, poverty alleviation education, dmpation into social studies programme of Nigerian
universities) is aimed at eradication the levelpofrerty in the country as Nigeria and other coestriby
exposing learners on the acquisition of valuessflf reliance, discipline, honesty, hard work, tixéy and
creative discoveries to improve the national econ@vezieobi & Njoku, 2012:).

(Social studies education) is the science of daingnaking (creative ideas, social inventions and
objects)....that will enable man interact with (arhtribute productively to his) environment (devetwmt)
efficiently (Orisa, 2011). It is the place of salcstudies education to ensure that graduandsrinetated to be
resourceful for national development through makjmgfound contributions to national development in
response to current challenges of the nation intélcbnological, social, economic and political gehe For
instance, there are security challenges, envirohrdepletion, food crisis, youth restiveness anditamty,
ingrained ethnic consciousness, robust food crisegership instability, electoral violence amonbeos that
require solution input from the social studies edian stake holders.

Qualitative teaching: the implementation of social studies curriculunthie Nigerian universities for effective
production of resourceful social studies graduetgsires integration of content, pedagogies andtisesource
persons for specific skills inculcation. Furthemmosocial studies (lecturers) should be more pedignand
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radical in their teaching...social studies educatsieuld make their discipline more saleable andvagie
(Osakwe, 2012:12), to societal compelling needsaspdirations.
Climate change impact education: climate change is a threatening national and ¢laganda that need be
urgently integrated and emphasized in Nigerian ensities social studies curriculum for awareness,
sensitization and inculcation of skills to withstathe consequences of pressure exerted by clintetrge
impact on the environment, such as excessive flmpdood scarcity, displacement of persons and comnities,
epidemics, depletion of the ozone layer among sth&tbakwem and Mbakwem (2012) in a study on impéct
climate change on higher education social studiesctlum, found that some aspects of the contequire up-
dating in response to challenges posed by climhtage. The study further established some methads
materials, textbooks and reference were obsol&te.make for sustainability of social studies, teeaarchers
recommended up-dating the quality of learning, héag materials and methods. In addition, confeesnand
seminars were to be mounted to sensitize awaramebsth students and lecturers on the challengssdoby
climate change in social studies curriculum and whyesponding to these challenges. Ozoji (201ppsrts
the integration of climate change education intodhrricular of Nigerian universities and this ®dpproved by
Nigerian Universities Commission and Federal Miyistf Education.
Emphasis on values education: the heightened conflict, instability and generaecurity in Nigeria calls for
active integration of values in Nigeria's univeiesit social studies curriculum content. MezieobgZiobi,
Ossai and Sampson (2012) in a study found thatdhes education content of existing social studiesicular
in Nigeria are inadequate. The Nigerian universisocial studies curriculum content ought to bgraved and
enriched with values to mitigate against greedrugion, leadership ineptitude, god fatherism, uidahg other
vices that have debased our moral integrity essendalemaocratic existence as the dignified perdenagion of
Africa. Against this background, Orisa (2012:3@hwibuted as follows:

“What needs to be change socially (in our sociabgts students in Nigerian

universities) is our general attitude to life. Fhwill mean changing from

our current corrupt and poverty propensities te ldf purity and love. We

must take complete U-turn from our present undutachtment to

materialism which thrives on moral decadence, bsefadse sense of value,

creates a situation of tribal feud, religious irechnce, social injustice,

economic sabotage to a new national re-orientatittrat recognizes

excellence, merit, dignity and the intrinsic woxdh human beings as the

basis of our value system”

Strategies of actualizing transformative implemgataof social studies curriculum of Nigerian Unisiies.

Qualitative training of social studies lecturers. Okam (2012) admonished that only professionallyné&a
(lecturers) of social studies education can achiestructional effectiveness in the delivery oftimstion.
University lecturers should be trained and retrdiimethe use of diverse pedagogies, integratioknofvledge,
information communication technology skill applicat to instruction, use of resource persons tdifat: some
aspects of social studies curriculum contents,hiegcof contemporary relevant instruction, involvah in
contemporary problem-solving research with theidents. Onyeniyi (2012) in a study in Kwali-Abdgand in
existence low use of instructional resources ichéay social studies, Mezieobi (2003) similarly foluin Abia
State, teachers slim use of instructional mateaals$ diverse pedagogies. These same lapses dieabfipin
the Nigerian universities, innovative instructionadethods as value clarification, cooperative laagni
activity/interaction method, problem solving whighll induce learners input are relegated. The nse-of
adequate instructional materials and informatiommanication technologies in teaching social stydieduces
the potentials of students in coming face to facsdcietal challenges.

Regular revision of curriculum: The dynamic nature of social studies curriculallatesels, specifically the
Universities social studies curricula calls for stamt revision, review and inclusion of innovatiarits content
and pedagogies, so as to make the instruction aeteto societal needs, aspirations and goals (Mbgie
Mezieobi, Sampson & Ukonze, 2012). Furthermorejadcstudies curriculum of (of Nigerian Universi)e
should constantly reviewed, (enlarged) and conteargdssues should be incorporated into it to hedgress
the problems of the moment, (Mezieobi & Onyean@§i12), which is a crucial aspect of a transforneativ
curriculum in operation.

Appraisal of lecturers and students performance: To assess the operational social studies curriculum
efficiency and effectiveness, the learning outcomiestudents and their contributions to nationated@pment
need be appraised periodically as feed back infbom&o the operational curriculum sustainabilifdaviability
in relation to addressing national focused problen@onversely, the lecturers have to be appraisethéir
students to determine their instructional competeartd relevance. This approach is intended tokdlapses in
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the implementation of the social studies curriculinniNigerian Universities. Baikie (2002) affirmath(social
studies) education is the biggest outstanding faragne) tailored at human transformation by equigpirem
with values, attitudes, and skills for compreheasiational development.
Collaborative instruction: Lecturers in social studies education ought to ekiba extensive research for
information and data generation with students. ivitgtlearning and teaching should dominate thdrirgional
practice. In addition, lecturers have to exterlgiuse resource persons to clarify difficult topicencepts and
contents that are technical in nature or requipeets clarifications.
Active support in funding social studies education research: Based on reviewed literature, the place of social
studies in developing personalities for nationaled@oment is not in doubt. The government at duefal, state
and local government should appreciate the neetufating research in social studies education asstment
to regenerating values for cooperation, ethnic leawymand strategic peace building in Nigeria. Radtions,
conferences and seminars that would project tramsfiive contributions of social studies educatianthie
development of the economy should financially beisésd by governments and the university. The alsocial
challenges x-rayed in this discourse plaguing ts&cp and stability of the Nigerian nation can béenstudied
through social studied education field researchis tertain that efficiency entails the use ofisbts scarce
resources in such a way as to put it to highesttest use — the use that yield most benefits tortambers of
the society (Nwozor, 2012:).
Constraints
The following identified constraints impede tharsformative agenda of social studies curriculum
implementation in responding effectively to contemgry national challenges:
e The possibility of urgent review, revision and emxgi@n of social studies curriculum is not insight.
« Funding of research in social studies education reagive cold support as there is robust interest i
funding science and technology.
e Faulty pedagogical implementation of social studiesiculum in Nigerian Universities and inadequate
use of information communication technology willdeine because most social studies lecturers are not
ICT complaint.
« The significant number of non-professionally traingocial studies education lecturers in Nigerian
Universities is a threat to effective implementataf social studies curriculum.
» Social Studies Association of Nigeria (SOSAN) is$ fegive social studies identity and recognition i
deserves to attract policy makers interest.
Conclusion
Social studies education implementation in Nigetimiversities should be made transformative to the
extent that it addresses imminent national problantsaspirations of Nigeria’'s populace. This pagentifies
in details ways of repositioning the existent sbsiadies curriculum implementation in Nigerian Ugmisities, in
order to be viable for national development. Th®tegies to achieve this transformation are sjwediy
identified, while constraints are highlighted.
Recommendations
> Entrepreneurial education, poverty alleviationmete impact education and value education should be
highly integrated and emphasized in the implemamabf social studies curriculum in Nigerian
Universities.
> There is the need for qualitative training of leers, regular revision of curriculum to accommodate
contemporary issues, intensive appraisal of lecdu@nd students performance as a feed back
generating mechanism.
» Lecturers should make adequate use of resourcenmis teaching specialized specific contents of
instruction.
» Government and public spirited individuals activeport for funding research in social studies
education advocated.
> ICT, literacy education should be integrated irgoial studies in Nigerian (Universities), lecturéasd
students) should be trained on the use of the ratlgéMezieobi & Onyeanusi, 2012).
> Since poverty education is directed at skills asitjon and professional development for self exisee
(economic growth for national development), thect(leers) have to make extensive use of resource
persons at skills acquisition centres, businesarorgtions, industries, craftsmen in the commusiitie
equip learners for self development (Mezieobi & Njp2012:202).
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