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Abstract:

Indigenous communities have fallen victims of umigselopment arising from the remote nature of their
environment coupled with public/private concentration the urban areas for meaningful infrastrut¢taral
super-structural development. This situation hgzided most of these indigenous communities in Négef
unleashing their potentials and maximum utilizatioh their human and non-human resources for socio-
economic development in their environment. Thisguais motivated by this scenario to look for ways o
improving the course of indigenous communities tigio optimal use of their unharnessed potentialsdoio-
economic development. The paper discussed theiplescof community development, its challenges and
prospects for socio-economic growth and sustenahiteligenous communities in Nigeria. This will &ttion as

a catalyst for empowering indigenous communitiegtals socio-economic and sustainable development.
Keywords: Indigenous communities, community developmentjngiples, challenges and prospects,
sustainability.

I ntroduction

Bensman (1996) sees indigenous community as avediasmall town with stable population and isothtgith
minimal socio economic services, but with peoplenownally living together. Such communal living and
isolation is characterized with personal intimacghesiveness and continuity amongst members. Tikey |
dependently in most cases with someone’s life emhb@din common interest (Maclver, 1936). The
understanding of indigenous community in the Afnicgystem may sometimes differ from what is obtdmai
the western world where reasonable developmendégsved people of qualities mentioned above amprent
features of indigenous community. This is owingthe fact that in the African system, people stitlich
tenaciously the indigenous value system regardiéfise frequent aid of westernization attemptindkow off
this indigenous value system that has sustainethdnlyg love and communal living amongst Africanacs
inception of the continent more especially thosthefn isolated in the remote villages or rural aréaa further
understanding of the concept of indigenous commuihyanwu (1992) listed some charismatic featuhes
are peculiar to indigenous communities in Africhey include shared learning, shared beliefs, shiaoeds of
fellowship, set standards or patterns of behagimmmon culture and common administration (Anyant892).
Indigenous communities can be seen from the abogleratanding as a people communally living in ateied
area with common interest, unique value systemssaoib-cultural attributes.

However, amongst the major impediments to the candb these indigenous communities in their various
enclaves is underdevelopment with minimal availgbilof basic social amenities and infrastructural
development. Limited attention has been extendeldese indigenous communities from both public jpridate
sectors of the economy not minding the irreplaceables of indigenous communities to national cires
integrity and development owing to agriculture, gagation of indigenous value system, etc. Mostheké¢
indigenous communities have minimal basic infragtital development to meet up with their countespar
the urban areas, hence the continued practicerafutban migration which is amongst the banesnfational
economic planning and development. Hitherto, thembers of indigenous communities “are often directly
dependent on natural or cultural resources forr theglihood” (Global Heritage Fund, 2009:7). This a
discouragement to some members of those who mignateof the community to seek for greener pastures
thereby depriving the community the privilege oflaashing their industrial and collective potentifds the
good of the community. In most cases, this scenaa® left so many indigenous communities in Nigaria
state of darkness, backwardness and stagnatiooglibeir ever hopefulness in the external intefearnin their
plights. Most of the indigenous communities who éaat back in the past waiting for external intation
through either public or private sector do not alsvactualize their expectations owing to the faett turban
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areas have already been misconceived as the eaorimemkbone of a nation. Consequently, there exist
investments and reinvestments in these urban arehsther useful developmental projects from blo¢éhgublic
and private sector of the economy. This has greattysened the living conditions in those indigenous
communities through redundancy owing to their f&lio promote individual and collective initiativés
maximize their environmental potentials for theistinable living.

Fig.l: Orie Ohodo, A typical traditional market in the study area.
(Source: 1siwu, 2013)

The implication is that the contribution of thisdigenous communities to national growth and praditgt
mostly in the areas of agriculture, etc, is fastlideng. Hence poor agricultural supplies from the®mmunities
and poor availability and high cost of food itemghe so called urban areas. Does it mean that esnalf this
indigenous communities lack the initiative to sirstdeir communities? Or that there are no poténtia be
maximized for the good of the community? Or thagithgreat environmental potentials are leveraged by
ignorance and redundancy? These amongst othethaissues this paper tended to address with tjeetdke
of sorting out ways of improving living conditiondigenous communities through the application ofgiple of
community development; look at the possible chakenthat may arise from the application of thegeciples
of community development and visible solutions teest the situation. Finally the paper will considke
prospects of principles of community developmenindigenous communities. It is highly expected thithe
end, the study may have functioned as a vehicldritee indigenous communities to sustainable livam
growth in their localities.

M ethodology

This is the articulated and detailed descriptiomesfearch plan which is aimed at guiding implent@meaof a
given research (Cooper, Fletcher, Fyall, Gilberd &danhil, 2005). It is a process or articulatectsigy of
collection and arrangement of data for researclpgsges. Considering the nature of the researchpgtaphy
was found more useful, although with a complememinfdocumentary sources. Ethnography enabled dat fi
visitation, observation, participation and articalaecording of data via manual and electronic me@he study
area (South-Eastern Nigeria) has approximatelytboasand, one hundred (1100) urban and rural @aEass
the five states of the region i.e. Abia, AnambrapBiyi, Enugu and Imo states. With the understanaihg
indigenous communities as noted initially, approedety eight hundred (800) indigenous communitiesewe
the region. The study population included youthd adults from the study area with the exceptioryaiths
below the age of thirty (30 yrs). This made thadgtpopulation to be approximated at nine millio@E000)
judging from 2006 Nigerian National Population Cem¢Nigerian Bureau of Statistics, 2006). With #ié of
purposive sampling technique, five indigenous comities (i.e. Ndiowu [Anambra], Inyinshi [Imo], Nru
[Enugu], Ozziza [Ebonyi] and Umudike [Abia]) weranspled as sample representatives from other indigen
communities in the study area. Ten informants, frwmn each of the five sampled indigenous commusiiere
selected for in-depth interviews with the aid ofgmsive sampling technique. However, considerirggrihture
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of the research, research instruments used incioteview guide, electronic materials, field ngtdecumented
materials etc. ArcGIS 9.3 Extension tool was useldéating the study samples from the study omtag of the
region under study. Finally, descriptive and naveatnethods of data analysis were used to analgitethe soft
and hard data sourced from the field.

Brief note on the study area
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Fig. I1: Map of the South-eastern Nigeria showing the study areas

Southeastern Nigeria is one of the geo-politicdities that made up the six geopolitical zones igeda. The
zone is made up of five states i.e. Anambra, Abizy, Ebonyi and Enugu states. Climatically, the eas
situated at the tropical rain forest with thick e&gfion. The zone is notable for two major climatest (March-
October) and dry (November-February) seasons, ettter minor climatic conditions subsumed underttine
major ones. Demographically, the zone has a tapllation size of sixteen million, three hundred aighty-
one thousand, seven hundred and twenty nine (16,28JLwhich is approximately twelve percent(12%}af
entire population of the Federal Republic of Nigefjudging from the 2006 National Population Cenius
Nigeria. The zone is the heart of the Igbo cultarea of Nigeria where Igbo language and culture idatas
other minor but similar cultural attributes in ttegion. The choice of the study area is owingga@itailability of
many indigenous communities coupled with its prarn distance and knowledge to the researchers.
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Findings

With emphasis on the five sampled indigenous conitiesnin the study area, the major findings wersdolbon
the socio economic situation of the sampled indigsrcommunities as at May, 2013. These communitiésh
were representatives of the entire indigenous comities in the region were socio-economically depdiv
judging from their net economic contribution to ttegjion and Nigeria as a nation. For instanceptiekbone of
the economy of these communities were the varindgénous industries that are ongoing from gambdpct
of cassava) processing, cassava processing , paentaping, farming, fishing, palm oil processitigditional
arts and crafts , cashew nut processing , etc théhraditional four-day market (Eke, Orie, AfardaNkwo).
Most of these economic bases have great econonénfmls but unharnessed owing to the attitudehef t
communities and public/private sectors. A good eetage of informants attributed the poor state amfics
economic aspects of the community and poor liviiagdard to the ignorance and neglect of these coniti@s!
by the public and private sectors of the natiorteremy through deprival of meaningful socio-ecoromi
development. Most of the communities visited laokhesion in the socio-economic articulations and
development of the area, hence the principles givel bu ke’ (meaning population is the strengthaof
community) which the region is originally known fduring their pre-colonial and colonial era in Nige has

been neglected and flouted to the detriment optfaple.
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Fig. I11 : Vegetation and agricultural potentialities of the South-Eastern Nigeria

Close observation on the major economic activibéshe indigenous communities as mentioned eadrat
overall living standard of the people, revealed thast of these indigenous communities have notpbetely
harnessed the great potentials of their environnmering to their ignorance to the role of principles
community development in meaningful socio-econodewelopment of indigenous communities. Some of the
amenities that had experienced these principleddcoat maximize the potentials of these principtes
community development due to lack of cohesion, lrurhan migration and poor overall appreciationthod
implications of socio-economic development to théufe of these indigenous communities. Tenets e$eh
principles of community development include:

The principle of self help- The premise of this principle is that “.... Membea®tthe community should
cooperate and come together to solve their problmmigh joint- action with little or no assiststanfrom
external bodies. People in the community shouldra$p develop their community by joining forcesconfront
various needs of the community” (Abiona, 2009:Z8his principle discourages redundancy, and motsvate
communities to answer and manipulate availablengiatis in their environment for meaningful sociaomic
development without necessarily waiting for extéingerventions. It motivates various individualsdasocio-
cultural groups to pull their efforts together tetter their communities.
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Fig. IV: Palm oil processing isamongst indigenous practicesin the study area.
(Source: Isiwu, 2013)

The principle of felt need- This principle is of the opinion that people ligim a given indigenous community
should be able to identify their vital needs inithenvironments so as to achieve a desired so@aaric
development. Owing to the fact that they live ir thnvironment, they should be able to come together
identify various obstacles to their socio-econodiéwelopment. Such identifications are always eiffecivhen
done by the members of the community.

The principle of citizen participation- This principle is focused on the individual andlective participation of
every member of the community in developmental paognes in the communities or in implementation of
indigenous policies and directives which are ainaédimproving the standard of living of people ineth
community. “The principle of citizen participatiois deeply inherent in the very concept of community
development which enjoins that whatever is donenfirove the welfare of a people must endeavor itit ¢he
enthusiasm and whole-hearted participation of supbople” (Anyanwu, 1992:66).

The principle of self growth- The major premise of this principle is that comntiesi should not be stagnant or
feel satisfied or fulfilled on a particular stagé their socio-economic development programmes rathey
should strive to grow from one stage of developnmendnother, growing sustainably in their socioremic
lives in their environment. The community “... haske able through constant practice, to diagnosevits
problems, and to initiate action towards findinduons to such problems. In this process, the camiy
should strive to rely, as such as possible, owa resources” (Anyanwu, 1992:69). In that processernal
initiatives and assistance can be accommodateddsvedtaining a sustainable socio-economic devedmpm
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Fig. V: The sustainability of Principles of Community Development in
Indigenous Communities

The principle of self reliance- this principle encourages indigenous communiteede self reliant, utilizing
available resources in their environment to imprtwar socio-economic standard without necessavijting

for external help from other public or private sest The principle promotes greater cohesivenedstatal
commitment to the course of the community and comaharticulations and actions towards the sustdénab
growth of the socio-economic aspects of the comtyuriits widespread acceptance in the development
planning of most African countries and has the ¢égrog to give greater stimulus and cohesivenesesrtorwnity
development in these countries (African countrié)e principle promotes innovativeness and offéns t
psychological condition that is fundamental to sglpfrovement” (Anyanwu, 1992:72).

The principle of self direction- this principle is of the view that people living & given community should be
motivated internally to initiate and implement dieygmental projects that would enhance economicilitiéls of
their community. “It states that mobilization towdarparticipation should be internalized. Peoplensedves are
the vanguard of the developmental processes andhiine the capacity to effect positive attitude dods the
community. Self direction is dynamic in natureidtprogressive and static. It fosters the commutttyards
greater level of development” (Abiona,2009:30-3Ihe above analysis of the principle of self directiby
Abiona has expatiated more on the role of the [piado the socio-economic development and sudtdityaof
indigenous communities.

Fig. VI: Cavesand Waterfalls as amongst the unhar nessed tourism potentials of theregion
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The above listed principles of community developtriave shown their individual and collective camitions

to the socio-economic development of indigenous roanities in the South-Eastern geo-political zone of
Nigeria and other indigenous communities in Nigena Africa at large. The major premise of thesediples

is motivating the members of the indigenous commesio collectively harness their enumerated ressufor
socio-economic development in their various commiemiwithout necessarily sitting back and waitirgy f
external agencies before meaningful developmentalenplace in their communities.

Challenges and Prospects

A closer look at the dilapidated socio-economiaidtads of the indigenous communities of the studg avhich

is applicable to indigenous communities within toatinent of Africa has revealed great unharnegsdentials

of these communities waiting for communal cohesinitiatives and actions to cause meaningful dgwelents

in these indigenous communities. Despite the tetidenof principles of community development to ftifie
value and standard of living of those studied irdigus communities, the application of these priasiwvill be
faced with some challenge owing to the observatiorthe field and responses from informants. Fatance,
the members of a community may have imitations @exklopmental plans to develop their communitiets bu
lack of funds owing to the poor economic standdrtheir community. This was noted by one of theoimnfiants

at Nru in Enugu state, who affirmed that they cdogether, identified their felt-needs, articulatedaningful
developmental initiatives but they lack the reqairesources to execute the plans. One of the Eti#zliplans
was the digging of bore hole to supply water torgyeart of the community. To avert this challenddimited
resources, these indigenous communities should tapi@gressive development strategy which states tha
development starts from micro to macro stages, rigudating minimal projects that are within thdimited
resources so as to avert possible encroachmentdistouragement. Also, external bodies can befsorto
contribute meaningful and unconditional assistangrother possible challenge is the disintegratiod a
attitudinal factors amongst members of the indigsncommunities. An informant at one of the sampled
indigenous communities (Inyishi-Imo State) lamentdat lack of collective ideology in articulatiors
development strategies for the community was anmotigsfactors that are depriving the community atik
maximization of their enumerated potentials for go@d of the community. Some indigenous communities
Ndiowu in Anambra State, lack cohesion in ideolsgiattitudinal individualism had depressed the isf
attitudinal collectivism. In such situation, thep#ipation of principles of community development ynaot
thrive. The heads of such communities are expdatéavite community development professionals takvon

the psych of the members of the community to ardleespirit of attitudinal collectivism. The leadesf such
communities should focus on initiatives and plaret will bring together members of the communitystare
collective articulations and initiatives. Anothehatlenge is poor enlightenment/awareness creatinangst
members of these indigenous communities. A closemiation has revealed that a greater percentdgeit(a
80%) of living members of these indigenous comniesitlid not attain average level of education amdim
most of the time, engulfed in the web of ignoramdegen development initiatives are being proposedha
community. This particular challenge has over tharg, halted many development programmes uncorssgiou
In this case, the few enlightened ones in the conitieg, and enlightened members of the community db
not reside in the community may be out numberedwhaking communal decisions.

Fig. VI: Traditional cassava/garri processing in Nru Community, Enugu State.
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Moreover, despite these few challenges of apjdinadf community development principles in the
indigenous communities of south eastern geo-palittone of Nigeria, there are also some prospedtgipg
towards the successful application of these priasijfor socio-economic and sustainable developroktitese
indigenous communities. For instance, the avaitgbdf many vibrant socio-cultural groups i.e. agede
system (Otu-ogbo), community youths (Umu-okoroygtaers of the community (Umu-ada), girls-guild (Wm
agbogho), married-women (Alutaradi), etc, would iaidacilitating meaningful development in thesdigenous
communities. Communicating with these socio-cultugeoups through their various heads would help to
facilitate development initiatives because of thighhesteem these socio-cultural groups are heldhén
traditional Igbo society.

Conclusion

Community development has been identified as a rpesive intervention which enables indigenous
communities to identify their felt-needs and cdileely work together towards addressing their commo
concerns that will improve their living standar@eébohm and Gilchrist, 2008). Many indigenous conitias
have not been able to maximize their various ressuin their environment to achieve or fulfill thenumerated
concerns. This study focused on the maximum usgrin€iples of community development to address aoci
economic needs of the indigenous communities irstheh eastern geo-political zone of Nigeria, sgbsetly
making these communities less reliant on exterrggneies and more reliant on themselves and their
environmental resources towards achieving meanirggfaio-economic development. To achieve thesagthe
should be planned programme; members of the contynehould be encouraged for self-help, availabitify
relevant technical assistance, and integrationaoious specialties. Also, previous studies (i.e.o@ui, 2001)
have identified that it is economically beneficéld advantageous to work within a group insteaddifiduals

in community development programmes. Although aersing the nature of the programme which may lenali
to the people’s life style, they may resist chafBatten, 1957) yet initial conscientisation, infation and
involvement may serve as tools to bridge the gawdsen the proposing project and members of theyerdius
community. Imhabekhai asserted that for communéyetbpment to succeed, “...the social, physical,ticali
and technological environment must be conducivee Thange agent must make effort to identify all the
environmental factors that can facilitate or hinther attainment of ...development objectives toftitlest in the
community” (Imhabekhai, 2009:6). In the case ofigetitous communities in the study area, programikes |
farmers cooperatives, women cooperatives, borepamgrammes, road maintenance projects, construction
churches, civic centres and meeting halls, upgoatlie primary and post primary schools, scholarshiemes

to deserving members to attain tertiary institutiorural electrification projects, etc, can be msgd and
achieved. It is believed that community developnpeiriciples as discussed in this paper would gaglway in
bringing socio-economic development to the indigenoommunities in the study area and some oth@sare
within Nigeria and Africa in general. The communityembers should collectively work to achieve megfih
development in their environment. Experts coulditpgted where necessary. Likewise, public and peva
sectors interventions can be sort for to augmenefforts of the members of these indigenous conitiean
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