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ABSTRACT

Cottage industries play a significant role in Kesyaocio-economic development. However, a number of
obstacles inhibit their growth. This research papérich employed an exploratory research desigeatths
these impediments. The major challenges cited bifers crude sugar producers, brick-makers, liquor
producers, masons, carpenters, traditional medip@esons, charcoal producers, weavers, bakersglbicy
repairers, flour-grinders, and shoe-makers andinemgain Kakamega County were: inadequate capital,
competition, lack of ready market, scarcity of naaterials and unfavourable weather.
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1.0INTRODUCTION

Rasheed (2000), iRour Essays of Developmemirgues that Africa’s underdevelopment problem stdms
great extent, from basic structural inadequaciesh sas low productivity, predominance of subsisteaod
commercial activities, and limited technologicalokrhow. The interaction of these inadequacies \widss
poverty, the development bias in favor of urbaraarand a number of other external and internaleagging
factors, including misguided reform and developmpalicies, he contends, have precipitated the scrisi
underdevelopment on the continent.

The Fourth Human Development Repd&005 identifies poor infrastructure as a major impesgiinin the
growth, expansion, and productivity of cottage emdall-scale industries. The report notes that ttzgom
constraints are the present restrictions on théagetor small-scale industries, on the one hand, the
inadequacy of public services on the other. Mostll@uthorities lack the basic infrastructure fatustry and do
not have suitable zones to serve as incubatothése industries and enterprises too. Thus, thatrepncludes,
these industries lack visibility and cannot fostesustainable linkage with medium and large-scalastries.

Coughlin (1988) observes that cottage and smalésicaustries suffer many disadvantages when cangpet
against medium-scale and large-scale enterpriséten,Othey have management, technical, financiall a
marketing difficulties that bigger firms do not expence. He notes further that the small indigenous
manufacturers are often unjustifiably handicappbémcompeting against large manufacturers.

Koyano (1965) points out that among Japan'’s trawit crafts, many could not adapt to the changdifestyles
which accompanied industrialization, and consedyetitey suffer from technological stagnation og aven on
the verge of extinction.

Coughlin (1988) cites policy and implementationiciehcies. He states that the absence of goverrainpolicy
concerning certain issues and the malfunctioninglémentation of existing policies restrain Kenya's
industrialization. He suggests that the policigmrding cottage, small-, medium, and large-scalestries have

to be reviewed for significant progress to be madie.observes that cottage and small-scale indassuéer
many disadvantages when competing against mediafa-sand large-scale enterprise. Often, they have
management, technical, financial, and marketinficdities that bigger firms do not experience.

Coughlin (1988) points out that in some cases, @cin development strategies can gradually gendoates
both favoring and opposing the further developmehta nation’s economic base. He further notes that
sometimes these conflicts of interest have causedybovernment’s policies for industrial developmentbe
inconsistent or have scuttled their implementation.

Ndam (1991) observes that in India, the numbersl@yed in handicraft and traditional artisan indiestrhave

reached the point where they must be shielded frompetition to which they are vulnerable, espegiallthe
short-term.
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Staley and Morse (1965) point out that the artisa@se usually considered the most prosperous elisnoéithe
community. Successive changes in the economic @eidlstructure profoundly influenced the way & Iof the
people, their occupations and trades with the tesfuthat traditional crafts are declining, and thember of
trades practiced and the variety and quality ofgtedlucts manufactured, are constantly diminishingported
goods and similar commaodities manufactured in faesowithin the country itself have competed stigngith
handmade products, and traditional crafts are eaotigtlosing their share of the home market. Thether note
that operations were highly seasonal in most ofritlastries.

The Ministry of Industrialization'Strategic Plan(2008-2012 highlights Kenya’'s development challenges in the
global, regional, and national arena. These chgdleriraverse the political, economic, socio-culjuaa well as
the technical, legal, and environmental. They idefunsecurity and lack of national cohesion, dermog and
the rule of law, as well as the absence of peaggotlity of the micro and small industries are imfad, rural-
based, and have a high mortality rate. Due torfermality and concentration of formal firms in raatowns,
there are weak linkages, inadequate business geweltt services and subcontracting arrangements tiéth
medium and large firms. Similarly, these businemsgetbpment services are not readily available dfutdable

to most micro, small and medium industries.

20 METHODOLOGY

This research paper employed the exploratory reBedgsign (field studies). This design was pretelrecause
the study was basically a fact-finding missionfital out the impediments to the growth of cottageuistries in
Kakamega County, Kenya. The research was bothtgtiadi and quantitative in nature.

2.1 Areas of Study

Kakamega County is a part of the larger WesterwiRce of Kenya. It is predominantly inhabited b thuhya-
speaking community. This study was conducted irdhdistricts in the county, namely: Kakamega North,
Kakamega East, and Lugari.

Kakamega North District is situated off the Eldevéebuye Road, on the way to Kakamega Town. It i8.412
square kilometres in size, has a population densi80 persons per square kilometre, and 40,635diwlds
with an approximate population size of 205,166 freeophis district has four divisions, namely: Kabi@entral,
Kabras South, Kabras, East, Kabras North, and Isalivast Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, 2009
However, due to the constraints of time and finantke study in this district was confined to Mar&lab-
Location, which is in Sirungai Location, Kabras NobDivision.

Kakamega East District is located along the Kakari§igumu Highway. It is 445.5 square kilometresize,
has a population density of 358 persons per sqgkiéweetre, and 34,177 households with an approxé@mat
population size of 159,475 people. This districs laree divisions, namely: Shinyalu, lleho, and &akga
Forest. Due to the constraints of time and finantes study in this district was limited to Mukhenpub-
Location, situated in llesi Location, Shinyalu Bian.

Lugari District is situated along the Eldoret-WebWRoad. It is 668.9 square kilometres in size,ehpspulation
density of 437 persons per square kilometre, and789households with an approximate population size
292,151 people. This district has three divisionamely: Matete, Lugari, and Likuyani. Because of th
limitations of time and finances, the study in tHistrict was confined to Kivaywa Sub-Location, aHiis in
Chevaywa Location, Matete Division.

Kakamega North, Kakamega East, and Lugari Disthetge their provincial headquarters in Kakamega m,ow
also the county headquarters. They receive faigh kevels of rainfall throughout the year, andiagjture is the
dominant economic activity. Some of the crops eated in these districts include: sugarcane, mdeans,
sunflower, potatoes, cassavas, fruits, et ceteraap of Kakamega is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: A map of Kakamega County, Kenya.

2.2 Unit of Analysis and Unit of Observation

The unit of analysis was the owners and workersoittage industries while the unit of observatiorsiae
cottage industries in the areas of study.

2.3 Sampling Design and Procedures

Manda, Mukhonje, and Kivaywa Sub-Locations wereppsively selected for the research study. This ates

a reconnaissance trip to the areas of study exptheedypes of cottage industries the researcherahkeen
interest in. The information obtained from the loksaders of Manda, Mukhonje and Kivaywa revealeat t
these sub-locations had 180, 200 and 170 cottalystines, respectively (a total of 550).

According to Krejcie and Morgan (1970), from a plapion size of 550, a sample size of 226 is to §&duThe
Proportionate Random Sampling procedure was apptiedome up with a sample size of 70, 82, and 74
respondents in Manda, Mukhonje and Kivaywa, re$pelgt who were picked out through Simple Random
Sampling.

2.4 Sour ces of Data

2.4.1 Primary Data

The sources of primary data included youth, med,women owning or working in the cottage industriesal
leaders and key informants in the region.

2.4.2 Secondary Data

These included information from publications at dligtrict and national level, for instance, didtdevelopment
plans, national census reports, et cetera.
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2.5 Methods of Data Collection

2.5.1 Observation

In the course of the study, snapshots of the varfoums of cottage industries were taken, includimgse of
respondents in their natural setting. An observatioeck-list was used.

2.5.2 Focus Group Discussions

A well-selected group composed of 8-12 members assembled in each of the three sub-locations, and
questions and discussion points were put forthettegate a discussion. Open-ended questions and gooup
Discussion guides were used.

2.5.3 Semi-scheduled Questionnaire

A set of research questions was presented to spemeents with the aim of extracting relevant infation.

2.6 Data Analysis

The data collected was both qualitative and quathté in nature. This study, therefore, employedcdptive
statistics and inferential statistics in the anialyd data.

2.6 Challengesin the Field

2.6.1 State of roadJ he rural road network was quite poor, with ingzdsde feeder roads. The researcher and his
assistants had a difficult time skipping and, imsacases, stepping into mud.

2.6.2 Unpredictable weatheWhenever it rained while the researcher was énréimote areas, he always had no
otherwise, but to cut short the exercise. At othees, it was simply too hot!

2.6.3 Mistaken identityFor some, despite full disclosure of the reseashidentity and nature of visit
(academic), still remained distrustful.

2.6.4 DistanceThe research study was tedious. This is becawes#diled walking from village to village, using
footpaths that motorbikes could not use, and cngssiakeshift bridges.

2.6.5 Constraints of time and financebhe study used up a lot of time and finances. &éim@m, through
sampling, the researcher was still able to ob&liemant information.

3.0RESULTSAND DISCUSSION

3.1 Demogr aphic Char acteristics of Respondents

The demographic characteristics in this study geeder, age, sub-location, education level, mast&tus, and
number of children.

3.1.1 Gender

This section looks into the composition of the magtents based on their gender. The distributiomales and
females based on gender is summarized in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: The Gender of Respondents

Gender

N=226

B Male

E Female

Data in Figure 2 shows that majority (66%) of teepondents were males while minority (34%) wereales
This could be because most of the activities initlgistries require a lot of stamina. Another re@asould be
that most women in the countryside spend a lotiroé ton household chores. Blackden and Wodon (2006)
observed that women can only engage in directlgyetive economic activity after or in conjunctiorittwthe
discharge of their domestic responsibilities.

According to the Kenya Population and Housing CeriReport (2009), the rural population percentagaats

in Western Province was 48 percent while that ofdies was 52 percent. This contrasts with theiigslin this
study.

3.1.2 Age

This section focuses on the ages of respondendswasa categorized into; 17 years and below, 18€#0s/ and
51 years and above, according to Ericson’'s Modek(Be, 1997). Classification based on age is suinethin
Figure 3.

Figure 3: The Age Brackets of Respondents
y Age Category
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Data in Figure 3 shows that majority of the resmoand (73%) fell in the 18-50 age brackets. Mosaddez} al
(2008), while looking into farmers’ characteristassociated with the participation in cottage itduactivities
in Bangladesh, observed that the age of most farmagrged from 18-50 years. This mirrors the findimgthis
study whereby majority of the owners and workersattage industries were in the 18-50 age brackets.
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3.1.3 Level of Education

The respondents’ education levels were classifiedl, ino schooling, primary schooling, secondaryosting,
and post-secondary schooling. This is presentddlote 1.

Table 1: The Education Level of Respondents

Level of Education

Frequency Percentage
No Schooling 93 41
Primary Schooling 105 a7
Secondary Schooling 22 10
Post-secondary Schooling 5 2
Total 145 100

Data in Table 1 shows that those with primary stiealucation were in the majority (47%) while thosith
post-secondary education were in the minority (28@cording to the Kenya Population and Housing @sns
Report (2009), the percentage of those in Westeorifte who had primary school education was 6edr
while those with post-secondary education were r8qre. Both in this study, and in the Census Repbis
evident that the percentage of those with postysdmy education was quite low.

It is worth noting that the percentage of thosénwib schooling was fairly high (41%). This couldadpointer to
high illiteracy levels in the areas of study. ThebSChief of Manda Sub-Location reinforced this layiag:
“Most of the people engaging in cottage industrieshis region have fewer options in terms of thpet of
employment to engage in because they did not gadademically. This is why most of them either oware
employed home-based industries as their best altied.

The perception among most respondents was thamalparity of people in the areas of study engagecbitage
industries due to having low levels of educatiamg sherefore, they could not secure white-colldrsjevhich
required higher academic credentials. This refloings inThe Human Development Rep@uNDP, 1995)
which concluded that the increasingly competitigbdur market demands ever-higher levels of edutatind
that people without it are at a growing disadvaetag

3.1.4 Marital Status
This section highlights the marital status of teepondents in the areas of study, which were cagegbinto:
the single, married, divorced, and the widowed. Magital status is summarized in Figure 4.

Figure 4: The Marital Status of Respondents

. Marital Status
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Data in Figure 4 shows that most of the respond€n286) were married. The perception among most
respondents was that married people engaged iacthsties of cottage industries more than the umied due
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to the fact that the married were under pressureget the needs of their families. A village eldaid:“Most of
the owners and workers in these industries are redjrhave families to take care of, and hence,rthei
involvement in cottage industries”.

Faridi et al (2009), while examining the impactnedrital status on female labour force participatiooncluded
that those who were married were more likely tatipigate in productive economic activities thand@ovho
were not. This reinforces the perception among mb#ie respondents in the areas of study.

3.1.5 Number of Children
This section highlights the number of children pespondent, and was categorized into: no child,tortaree
children, and more than three children. This isented in Figure 5.

Figure 5: The Number of Children per Respondent

Number of Children

N=226

B NoChild
B One to Throe

2 More than Throe

Data in Figure 5 shows that most of the respond@®%) had more than three children while thosé witne,
and with one to three, were the least (26%). ldgeworthy that the percentage of those with mbaa tthree
children was fairly high (46%). This could be amger to the high population growth rate in the arefstudy.

A village elder said‘People in this area have many children; the higlttee number of children, the harder they
have to work”.

Faridi et al (2009) observed that the househol@ significantly and positively influenced the déwis of
households to engage in home-based work. His fiysdiavealed that the more the dependents, andriper lthe
number of children, the more the financial burded aconomic pressure on a family.

3.2 The Cottage Industriesin Kakamega County

3.2.1 Pottery

Data collected through questionnaires indicatet 28apercent of the total number of respondent§) 22 this
study engaged in pottery. The percentage of cofradjestries in Mukhonje which were dealing in citgms
was 65 percent. The high involvement in potteriimkhonje could be due to the abundant availabditglay,
which was readily available along river banks ie #rea.

Pottery as a cottage industry was either self-owrachily-owned, or owned through partnership. Famil
members mostly worked for no pay while outsidersked for pay. On the uses of pots, a village ekked:
“Pots are used for preparing liquor, cooking, asditional fridges for storing and cooling drinkingater, and
also given out as presents in weddings. Almostyelreusehold in Luhya-land, whether poor or rich ledst
owns a pot or two”The pots were made with the use of an improvissteps wheel (tire rims). They are dried
under a shade for almost a week, arranged in akithroasted by fire for at least three days, aftéch the kiln
is dismantled and the clay items retrieved. Findsheducts are ready for use or sale.

The money obtained from the sale of clay items kththe owners and workers in the pottery-basethget

industries to meet their day-to-day needs, foraims¢, buying food and clothing for the family, payr of
school fees for their children, et cetera. Claydpieis include: pots, flower jars, and moneybanksweéler,
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most potters stayed far away from the source ofrreaterial (clay) and were, therefore, forced tokwfal long

distances to collect it. Most of them also citeskait markets as one of the challenges they enex@mahtNelson
(2013) conducted a similar study which looked itfite social, cultural, and economic setting for gheduction,
distribution, and consumption of traditional poytamong the Kamba people of South-Eastern Kenya Piee
1:

IR

ok
)

Plate 1: A picture taken in Mukhonje Sub-LocatinrDecember 2012 by the researcher, showing a pgtieg
his clay item the final touches.

3.2.2 Crude Sugar Production

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaér8ent of the total number of respondents (286his
study engaged in crude sugar production. The ptagerof those who engaged in crude sugar produdation
Manda and Kivaywa was 5 percent and 19 percentectisply. Sugarcane, a major cash crop in Western
Province, is the raw material used. Jaggeries vegtiger self-owned, family-owned, or owned through
partnership. Members of the family mostly worked fm pay while outsiders worked for pay. The prosee
obtained by owners and workers in jaggerry-basdthge industries enabled them to meet the needkeof
family. The most pressing challenge among cruderspgducers was scarcity of the raw material. E{A965)
looked into crude sugar production. See Plate 2:

Plate 2: A picture taken in Manda in December 2@}2the researcher, of a woman feeding sugarcaaehar
oxen-driven crushing machine.
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3.2.3 Brick-making

Data collected through questionnaires indicatetl IBapercent of the total number of respondent§)22 this

study took part in brick-making. The percentagéhoke who engaged in brick-making in Manda, Mukband

Kivaywa was 24 percent, 3 percent, and 23 peraspgeactively. Soil is the major raw material. Britiaking

cottage industries were either self-owned, familyred, or owned through partnership. Family membeostly

worked for no pay while outsiders worked for pajieTmajor challenges faced by brick-makers weredgadte
capital and unfavourable weather (which resultdd reakages). Proceeds from the sale of briclebled

families which engaged in brick-making to meet thdry-to-day needs. Muchilwa (2013) conducted alaim
study on brick-making, but focused on the claylbfiing process. See Plate 3:

Plate 3: The researcher (left) posing for a picaira brick-making site in Kivaywa in December 2012
3.2.4 Liquor Production

Data collected through questionnaires showed tBatetcent of the total number of respondents (2@6) part

in liquor production. The percentage of those whgaged in liquor production in Manda, Mukhonje, and
Kivaywa was 24 percent, 5 percent, and 25 perddmd. major raw materials are maize flour and fingdret.
About liquor and brews, a village elder sdidguor and brew is served in all our Luhya culturavents. A little
drink is poured on the ground to appease ancestorse main challenges liquor producers experiencesl wa
inadequate capital and harassment by law enforceofiécers given that the product is considereegdl by the
Government of Kenya. In neighbouring Uganda, le@al. Matzopoulos et al (2011) looked into theremmic
contribution of liquor. See Plate 4.

Plate 4: A picture taken in Mukhonje Sub-LocatiorDiecember 2012, by the researcher, of the setwltior
production.
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3.2.5 Quarrying & Masonry

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaéréent of the total number of respondents (286his
study took part in quarrying and masonry. The paage of those who engaged in quarrying and masaonry
Manda, Mukhonje, and Kivaywa was 12 percent, 5 grrcand 4 percent respectively. The masonry-based
cottage industries were either self-owned or faroigned. Most family members worked for no pay while
outsiders were paid. Masons in the areas of stadyeel money from their quarrying activities and evable to
meet family needs and even invest in new venturhe. major challenge masons cited was the risk jofyn
associated with the work given that they did notehprotective gear. Birabwa (2006) looked into ways in
which quarrying transformed the socio-economicdieéthose who engaged in it. See Plate 5.

Plate 5: A picture taken in Mukhonje Sub-LocationDecember 2012, by the researcher, of a young man
splitting a rock.

3.2.6 Tree Logging & Carpentry

Data collected through questionnaires indicatetl tiapercent of the total number of respondent§)22 this

study took part in carpentry. The percentage o$ehwho participated in carpentry in Manda, Mukhpajed

Kivaywa was 13 percent, 7 percent, and 12 percesyectively. Timber is the main raw material. Catpe

based cottage industries were either self-ownedilfeowned, or owned through partnership. Familynmbers
mostly worked for no pay while outsiders worked faty. Proceeds from the sale of furniture enatiedntto
meet family needs. The major challenge carpentiéesl evas harassment by municipal council officetsow
according to them, always demanded bribes so @®rntnue operating at the trading centres. King9@)

looked into different kinds of trade, including pantry. See Plate 6.

Plate 6: A picture taken in Manda Sub-Location BcBmber 2012, by the researcher, of a carpentesrit

3.2.7 Traditional Medicine Extraction
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Data collected through questionnaires showed thaér8ent of the total number of respondents (286his
study took part in the extraction of traditional diwne. The percentage of those who engaged intitadl
medicine extraction in Mukhonje and Kivaywa wasetgent and 5 percent respectively. Traditional wiedi
related activities were strictly family-owned. Mobkerbalists experienced the challenge of harassibgnt
forestry officials whenever they went to search foutherbs in nearby forests. They found it cumbers and
inconveniencing paying fines every time they neettedook for the medicinal herbs. Lambert et al (2D
highlighted the contribution of traditional hertmaédicine practitioners to Kenyan health-care dejivBee Plate
7.

Plate 7: A picture taken in Mukhonje in Decembet 2y the researcher, showing a traditional medicnan
crushing and drying herbs.

3.2.8 Charcoal Production

Data collected through questionnaires showed thpar8ent of the total number of respondents (286aged in
charcoal production. The percentage of those wiga@ed in charcoal production in Manda and Mukhovas

7 percent and 1 percent. Trees are the major raeriais. Charcoal production was either self-owrfadjily-

owned, or owned through partnership. Family memenked for no pay while outsiders worked for pisipst

charcoal producers thought harassment by foreéficiabs was their greatest challenge. Proceedshftioe sale
of charcoal enabled families to meet their daydg-deeds. Ruuska (2012) examined the importanchastoal
production to household income. See Plate 8:

Plate 8: A picture taken in Manda in December 20y the researcher, showing a charcoal-burning site.
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3.2.9 Basketry & Weaving

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaéréent of the total number of respondents (286his
study took part in basketry and weaving. The pdeggn of those who engaged in basketry and weaving i
Manda and Kivaywa was 9 percent and 1 percent c&sply. Papyrus reeds and the barks of herbs e t
major raw materials. Weaving and basketry-basethgetindustries were self-owned, family-owned, aned
through partnership. Ropes are made from sisal. édew the biggest challenge weavers faced was from
synthetic products, which fiercely competed agathstir home-made products; some of the weavers were
phased out of business as a result. King (199&elddnto the different kinds of trade, includingmantry. See
Plate 9.

Plate 9: A picture taken in Kivaywa Sub-Locatioiacember 2012, by the researcher, of a man eixtgasisal
for weaving baskets and ropes.

3.2.10 Baking

Data collected through questionnaires indicated thpercent of the total number of respondents Y 226his
study engaged in baking. The percentage of thoseemlgaged in baking in Mukhonje was 4 percent. Bake
based cottage industries were self-owned, familpady or owned through partnership. The cakes and a@®
sold to earn the family an income that enables th@meet their day-to-day needs, such as foodhiclgt
school fees, medical care, et cetera. Most bakersght the high cost of baking flour and cookingvias their
greatest challenge. Rono (2014) looked into bakihgugh he majored on the adaptation of processing
technologies in the bakery industry in Kenya. SkateP10.

Plate 10: A picture taken in Mukhonje Sub-LocatioiDecember 2012, by the researcher, of doughvthatto
be used in baking.
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3.2.11 Bicycle Repair

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaérzent of the total number of respondents (286his
study engaged in baking. The percentage of those eviyaged in bicycle repair in Manda, Mukhonje, and
Kivaywa was 3 percent, 1 percent, and 1 percepeaiely. Bicycle repair cottage industries weeH-swned,
family-owned, or owned through partnership. Memtadrthe family worked for no pay while outsidersned

for pay. Proceeds from the render of bicycle repaivices enabled the family to meet day-to-daylseBicycle
repairers identified unfavourable weather as the@atest impediment; most of them had no shadesot&
under. King (1996) looked into different kinds cdde, including bicycle repair. See Plate 11.

Plate 11: A picture taken in Manda in December 2@%2he researcher, of a man repairing a clidritgcle.

3.2.12 Flour-grinding

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaértent of the total number of respondents (286his
study engaged in flour-grinding. The percentagehoke who engaged in flour-grinding in Mukhonje wlas
percent. The flour-grinding cottage industry wadcy family-owned. Members of the family workedrfno
pay. The main raw materials are maize, sorghunsasas and finger millet. A number of villagers, catea
time, streamed in to have their cereals or grainsmd. They paid for the service through barteddrby coming
with extra cereals in a small basket which was it the owner. Flour grinders cited stiff competitfrom
modern diesel-powered grinding mills as their npyessing challenge. See Plate 12.

Plate 12: A picture taken in Mukhonje Sub-Locatiorbecember 2012, by the researcher, of a womandigg
maize grains.

118



Developing Country Studies www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-607X (Paper) ISSN 2225-0565 (Online) juy
Vol.5, No.2, 2015 ||$

4.3.13 Shoe-making & Repair

Data collected through questionnaires showed thaértent of the total number of respondents (286his
study engaged in shoe-making and repair. The ptgerof those who engaged in shoe-making and r@pair
Manda and Mukhonje was 2 percent and 1 percentctisply. Hides and skins are the major raw malteria
These cottage industries were self-owned, family@dy or owned through partnership. Proceeds frooe-sh
making and repair enables them to meet family ne€de most common challenge among shoe-repairers an
makers was lack of proper tools and equipment. Kirg96) looked into different kinds of trade, inding shoe-
making and repair. See Plate 13.

Plate 13: A picture taken in Manda Sub-Locatiolactember 2012, by the researcher, of shoe-makeasfees
busy at work

3.3 Thelmpedimentsto the Growth of Cottage Industriesin the Areas of Study

A summary of the challenges facing the cottagesiriks in Kakamega is shown in Figure 6.

119



Developing Country Studies www.iiste.org
ISSN 2224-607X (Paper) ISSN 2225-0565 (Online) l“—'.l.l
Vol.5, No.2, 2015 ||$ E

Figure 6: A Summary of the Impediments
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3.3.1 Inadequate Capital

Majority of the respondents (35%) felt that capitas their biggest problem. They were of the opirtieat if
they would access adequate capital, their cottadesiries would perform better. lkiara (1988) notieat one
critical factor slowing the rate of industrializati in Kenya after 1980 has been the shortage af logestment
funds.

However, a banker saidEVen though some owners of cottage industries pttearapply for loans, they hardly
succeed in getting them because most of them doamétthe sales, but only bank the profits, malkirggbank
unable to determine their actual cash flows to guahem for loans. Besides, most of them do nen eperate
bank accounts, yet banks need evidence of bankipgptess any lodnTherefore, what most owners of cottage
industries also needed was financial information.
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3.3.2 Competition

The respondents who thought competition was aagd were 23 percent. This could be because tluitsge
industries making similar products were locatedselto one another. For instance, in Mukhonje, aragsry
home the researcher walked into was making clagsteCompetition meant that the level of supply wage
high as compared to the level of demand. The owharjaggery in Kivaywa saidWe have to compete for the
scarce raw materials and the control of the markiehe as well. Crude sugar producers in this regsefl their
products at varied prices. This price war makest@uers shun the products sold at a higher pricesr&fore,
we have to keep adjusting our prices and make thbihlower than that of our competitidrs

Coughlin (1988) is of the view that lack of effegtico-ordination of activities among some governnoggans
charged with the planning or financing of indudtdavelopment created redundant capacity and ussacg
competition in some industries. He gives the exangdl Kenya making plastic baskets for the marketnev
though hundreds of women weave sisal baskets &ir lilielihood.

3.3.3 Lack of Ready Market

The respondents who felt that lack of ready maf&ettheir products was a challenge were 12 percEné
village elder of Mukhonje Sub-Location saffilost of respondents made the products and kepnhtf@ long
periods of time before getting willing buyerStaley and Morse (1965) note that imported gcenats similar
commodities manufactured in factories within theurtoy itself have competed strongly with handmade
products, and therefore, traditional crafts arestamtly losing their share of the home market.

3.3.4 Raw Material

Accessing the raw material was a problem (6%) Peva cottage industries. For some, it was transgiorta
while for others it was the high cost of the rawtenal. The manager of a jaggery in Kivaywa Sub-df@m
said: ‘Crude sugar producers in this area have to compéte large- and medium-scale sugar mills for the
same raw materials”.Coughlin (1988) observes that most ailing induséigted projects are affected by
shortages of raw materials.

3.3.5 Unfavour able Weather

The respondents who thought unfavourable weatheravaroblem were 6 percent. Those who were the most
affected were brick-makers. Too much rain meartttteraw bricks would not dry fast enough while tauch
heat caused a lot of breakages Plate 14 shovedftet of unfavourable weather on drying bricks.

Plate 14: A picture taken in Klvaywa in Decembet 2y the researcher, showmg the effect of excEssall.
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Due to excessive rains, most feeder roads becamassable, making it difficult to acquire raw madésior
transport finished products to the market. A vidaglder lamented:Our feeder roads are in a pathetic state.
Unfortunately, our elected leaders are not payingch attention to them, yet we are taxed heavily: Fo
development to trickle down to the rural zonessé¢h&reas have to be opened up by a good road netivbope
something will be done about this”

The Fourth Human Development Repd&005 identifies poor infrastructure as a major impegiinto the
growth of cottage and small-scale industries. Blateand 16 are shown:

Plate 15: A picture taken by the researcher, inusu@012, of a section of a feeder road in Kivaywa bad
state

W IR ey

Plate 16: A picture taken by the researcher, inebdaer 2012, showing a makeshift bridge in Mukhonje.
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3.3.6 Other Challenges

3.3.6.1 Weak Industrial Linkages

This sub-section highlights the impact of weak stdal linkages on cottage industries. This waggatized
into those who thought their industries had halldges with other industries, those who thoughtdgds were
non-existent, and those who did not respond topisicular question. This is summarized in Figtre

Figure 7: The existence or non-existence of indeldtnkages

Industrial Linkages
N=145
B Linkagos Existont

B Linkages Non-existent

B Mo Response

Most of the owners of the cottage industries (788lt)that their industries were not linked with ethndustries.
Only a few of them (13%) thought industrial linkagexisted, while the remaining (11%) were not slkiara
(1988) reinforces this by noting that the manufdantusector, in general, has not developed exterlgnkages
with the rest of the economy.

Most local authorities lack the basic infrastruetdor industry and do not have suitable zones teesas
incubators for these industries and enterprises Thois, these industries lack visibility and canfudter a
sustainable linkage with medium and large-scal@stribs. Therefore, industrial linkages are noyamkak or
non-existent among cottage industries, but also-existent in a good number of small- and mediunediz
industries.

3.3.6.2 Low Levels of Record-keeping

This sub-section looks at the challenge associattdlack of record-keeping. This was categorizeid ithose
who kept records and those who did not. There wage those who did not respond to the questions Ehi
presented in Figure 8.
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Figure 8: The keeping or non-keeping of records
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Most of the owners of the cottage industries (8@#d)not keep records, while only a small fractia0%) did.
A retired school head saitiMost of the people in the area do not know howead and write, therefore, they
cannot be able to keep records. Others are usedrteembering important details off-head and do e the
need for keeping records. This makes it difficotthem to get accurate information regarding tretual state
or position of their cottage industries”.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The major impediments identified both by respondgentd the participants of Focus Group Discussiosiew
inadequate capital, lack of ready market, stiff petition, scarcity of raw materials, and unfavolealeather.
Other challenges were: harassment by governmeicesf poor state of feeder roads, high risks pfrynand
lack of adequate skills.

5.0 RECOMMENDATION
The central government and the county governmémald renew their focus on the cottage industries put
in place policies that favour their growth and depenent.
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