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Abstract

The blueprint of ASEAN becomes the foundation fgmbolic interaction when one accesses related
information. Information access is a repeteadlycitg pattern, by a group, on the availability of
information. In the context of ASEAN Socio-cultu@bmmunity, ethnic group identities can be used as
mediator to deliver and disseminate folklore’ icora any time of face-to-face rituals activities
(interaction), both formally and informally.

Pattern on information access is in the mind arfef ASEAN people, which also becomes references
for their living. Continous institutionalizing press to the daily life of ASEAN people will strengththe
sense and conviction of information access as safitution, because it will raise the awarenesshef t
we-feeling of ASEAN.

Folklore on Indonesia’®rang Laut(literally, sea people), especially the permaneatis/ing Bajo Tribe,
shows resemblance on its origin and accordinglytmareferred to be the ASEAN Community 2015, both
economically and politically. The question is  htmaprovide sources and access of information, weétbe
format, channel, and location, and how such accessd be institutionalized, so that the ASEAN
blueprint 2015 will come into existence.
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1.Introduction

In order to improve human resources of ASEAN, piassible to provide information access througtalif
information center, and archive institution. Infation access as a life-long learning can be actidéve
such institution can provide references to meehefneed user communityAvailable references can be
used to produce another source of knowledge, ssidtiantific works, books, and the like. Folkloseoif
no exception. Folklore is defined as collectivetutd, which is spread and passed on to generativasy
collective means and traditional versions, and ordy appeared as oral tradition but also gestures a
mnemonic devices. (Danandjaja, 1993:p,2).

Information access is important because it briggesicular indigenous norms and value in one haitld w
ASEAN community in the other hand. Therefore, toskbnalizing information access is an activity to
build the sense of togetherness within the framkwbdASEAN community. Such access is also important
due to its function as folklore’s promotion and g@evation tools to all its user, e.g. the ASEAN peo

b User communitys group of people using the information. Mostigse people involve in research and development
activities. These people also conduct more prdaictvities.

All user need and take benefits from various sauaed form of information, so that among them thisralways
information author or producer. Such user will eiitown his/ her research into a report.

An author’s work will have no impact if it is notiplished, augmented, or disseminated into a fooimahnel.
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themselves.

Specifically in Indonesia, structural gap on infation access can be seen on the cas@rahg Laut
While Indonesia is a maritime country, it has naaete concerns on the tribe matters. If the cguoilt
such sound access, tiFang Lautcommunity would preserve its culture through folkl@accessible by
their own, Indonesian society, and more broadly, ABEAN people.

Awareness as part of ASEAN community could be isifiegd and spread over to each individuals through
the Orang Lauis sense of pride. It can be achieved if thereaaneinformation access containing the sacred
Orang Lautfolklore. It will also be much better if it coulcetaccessed by everyone regardless their places,
religion, and politics. Were it the case, the infation access would enhance the unity and we-fpeifn
ASEAN based on equality among tribes and ethniaggo

Related to policy issue, some states suggest thl lan institutionalized ASEAN information access
network. Those countries conduct regular informmativansfer which is then transformed into the
agreement on the Freedom of Public Information BEAN. This continous activities will gradually
transform information access institution into agéncommunity so that the information within can be
spread out and accessed in effective and efficient In the other hand, although ASEAN already has
librarian institutiorl), e.g CONSAL (Congress of Southeast Librarian&)A Sibrarian weblink, and SEA
Log, it has nothing to deal with archive matfgend does not relate to the issue of ethnic gemmlity.

The research discusses the issue of informatioesaaehich is institutionalized in the form of tréersand
tracing of folklore’ information, certification, @ngovernment regulation on formal recognition, eéqua
rights, creativity, and self-development. Repeatadformation access activities will produce notlyon
information-tracing pattern but also values andrawass as a member of ASEAN, through inherited and
historically popular, yet not verifiable, folklore.

Why information access on ASEAN®rang Lautfolklore need to be institutionalized? What make
information access significant to the meaning ofEASI's Orang Lautfolklore? How do information
access oorang Lauthelp strengthening and improving the ASEAN Commyaivareness?

The research tries to build awareness on the rfeiefbomation access to ASEANBrang Lautfolklore so
that it triggers more awareness on ASEAN peoptEsiiity as a single community. Institutionalizaswggh
access will supress differences and alienationchaseones ethnic groups or tribes; therefore it miture
solidarity within ASEAN people.

2. Information Access in ASEAN

Information access institutionalization has bedmituced formally as norms or regulations with gfec
sanctions in any written records, such as the @atish or Law, and informally through custom lawda
habits with social or moral sanction (i.e. beinge@édted). Usually all those institution are bindiagd
relatively long-lasting.

Scopes for information access are information acdesfamily (informal), in school (formal), and in
society (nonformal). Thus, information access carfgm its function from creation and evaluation to
preservation. These function are also followedrhplisit function, such as to delay information ufmalg
process, to become channel for social mobility, @nehaintain integration within society.

Information access as an ability to find specifitormation regards no format, channel, or locatids.
function is to help user to afford his/ her livinth enhance one’s perception of life, and to dgwvelo
intelligences through reading. Information access be found in information center, library (or tlile
with different naming) and secondary service cerA#rthis information center has important functito
present and disseminate information by conductiegyrement, analysis, recording, and servicingrarip
gathers all mankind works and becomes the colleatfowritten information accessible to everyone who
needs it. Its organizational and supervisory ati#isiinclude classification, catalogue making, eabj
indexing, and abstracting. This activity also proelisearch engine so that user can access informiati
effective and efficient way (Taylor, 2002).
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Institutionalization process on ASEAN'’s informati@tcess involves individuals, groups, community,
organization, and society. All parties involved wdrarmoniously with the support of ASEAN member
states’ government to build information access petwSome states initiatively become the pioneer to
conduct information transfer which is then formelizinto joint agreement on Freedom of Public
Information in ASEAN.

Common values among member states have enabledtthemate regularized community of information
access consiting of individuals and ASEAN statets/ggnment so that they care and preserve the
socio-cultural, political, and liberal economicanfation more. Information access has become ASEAN’
common ritual to maintain solidarity based on tf®ERAN’s common identity.

Knowledge is references for individuals and sociata community in order to prepare them for furthe
social inclusion, in which previously they assuntigeos as outsider. This activities, which in otiverds is
an effort to identify others as themselves, caratigeved through their shared primordial ethnicugso
Knowledge can not be detached from ones ancesaditibnal beliefs. In the other hand, it is a ftwat
there are many highly educated individuals stilledxng in folklore (symbol of irrationality) (Dameljaja,
1993).

Knowledge is a way for every individual belongsb®orang lautto gain and maintain the awareness of
their cultural history. This kind of history can bederstood easily through the folklore. Folkloas de the
channel for ASEAN's individual to understand momg o an open-hearted and open-minded way, their
ancestral history. Besides, by taking advantaga®s fiechnology-based information access, knowledge o
the orang lautfolklore can be gathered, analyzed, and disseminate the framework of commoorang

laut bonding across ASEAN.

Folklore itself is a knowledge and a means to dissate and sow the awareness of ones’ ancestgihori
of an ethnic group. In order to embed it, folkloveed to be communicated as part of daily life aligius
rituals. By making them interact and conduct ris@very member of any given ethnic group will ages,
have, and use its symbols to grow community-basemvledges and beliefs. In the other way around,
beliefs in the individual and societal strengthhivittheir sacred community will strengthen thiswtk.
The network brings forth the authority and poweraaf/ ethnic-based groups due to their blood tiebe T
power also disseminates knowledge about insideoatgilder along with guidance to act and behave.

Nation-building through folklore is actually has dpme stated in the Development Planning Program
(Program Perencanaan PembangunanPROPENAS) 2002-2004, Chapter X on developmeamrphg,
subchapter on Program on Developing and Enhanaifiegrhation Access to Natural Resources and Living
Environment (p,4-5). Information access instituibration onorang lauts folklore becomes a means and
solution to avoid any greedy, power-thirsty, ansrespect behaviors by promoting the values of dolez
andgotong royongmutual support).

3.0rang Laut Folklore in Digital Form

There are similarities between the myth of Bajoc@ading to the elder of Torsiaje) and Bugis-Makassa
and Mandar (according to their folklore). The sats® true to cultural beliefs of all those fdbrang Laut
Their worldviews refer to the myth dfa Galigoin which the world is divided into three structurése
upper world, the lower world, and the man-lived diéworld.

1. Beliefs

In Bajous culture, there is a belief that spirits also their ancestors. They believe that as &nthey
don't forget them, the ancestors will guard theme¥er. They also show it by putting out a whiteyfla
in the sea.

2. Folklore

The Bajou’s folklore tell about the missing prinseBajou. The people were ordered to find the
princess. Some fleets also dispatched around thiel far the purpose. The princess was then found in
Bone. The finders then settled in Bone and nevirmed. The story has been passed on generations
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although some denies it.
3. The Verse
The village elders sing the verse below in Bahasa:
Saya kiralah burung merpaf(l thought it was airy bird)
Tidak kutahu burung merpatilt was actually a peageon)
Sayalah kira rekeng saudaré.thought you were siblings)
Tidak kutahu menaruh hatdidn’t know to accidentally fall in love)
4. Poem usually sung in the sea
Daya sebatang dibila kasantan.
Paboko kami ka sapa haluan
Kalau tangkil pasanan lakuku
Buih mateku alo haloan
5. Bajous also express their culture in meaningfulprbs.

3.1 The approach

Interview will be conducted upon tribes of Bajo,dis Mandar, and Makassar in Indonesia in order to
understand how they experience their informatioreas and folklore. Focus group discussion (FGDI) wil
be also held to understand more on their perspextivurther on, literature review onang lautwill be
conducted on PDII Library, Language Development t@erfthe Pusat Pembinaan BahgsaNational
Library, H.B. Yassin Library, and the National Areb.

3.2 Folklore in digital library website

There should be elaboration on several efforts lthatbeen conducted to improve appreciation onir@llt
heritage and its management system, includinguitglihg so that it can optimally function as meahs o
education, recreation, and culture developmenticle (22) development support on regional cultygs3)
development on national archeology; (24) presemmatin the physic and content of codex; (25) recordi
and digitalization of literatures.

Digital library website ororang lauts folklore could be used as channel and platfoomi¢ ASEAN'’s
individuals. Digital library relies on speed accbgsause it uses digital data dan the internetitddidata
format does not only record printed materials ooksobut also multimedia such as audio recording and
video. The internet has been used by the peopleBogis-Makassar (Mandar) with website:
www.rappang.comDigital library of the Bajous has been on theaan of four ASEAN members, so that
its media could be reproduced and incorporatedth@cappangwebsite.

3.3 Institutionalizing Information Access on Orareyt

Modern library is no longer a place to printed ecflon only but it has been improved to conduct
information management, such as tracing, repackaganalysis, and evaluation. By focusing on
information tracing, any digital library that accodates theorang lauts folklore could figure a
reality-based imagination perceived as real expedady users.

Jean Baudrillard (1988:170) stated his critics eations between signs as seen in the semiotihaded
his arguments on the fact that signs move to feepss 1. reflection of reality; 2. covering andglissing
those reality; 3. covering up the non-existenceeadlity; 4. containing the unrelatedness with tgala
moving image is the simulacrum itself.

This Baudlliard’s idea can be seen on the websitk iaternet illustrating the folklore of therang laut
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(Bugis, Makassar, Mandar and Bajo). At first, tlwkibore is presented as an independent, free, and
objective reality. Second, there has been signigasilogical construction on the folklore. It can $&en
from the camouflage of the core issue and theralaesome continously emphasized aspects in toder
serve the interest of ruling parties. Third, théklfre is presented into a recording activity witte
existence of actor and behavior which both arenged according to its time scale. Folklore coulthga
viewers through the internet technology. The redddised folklore are now becoming unreal. The fourt
step is ctritical for Baudlliard. In presentingKtire, the website appearances replace the ré@lélf. The
important actor now is the viewer, by choosing gnxgsicons, images, and sounds. In this regardshewy
folklore can not be detached from its imagination.

Therefore, by using advanced information and comoation technology that now can be accessed 24
hours online through the internet, imagination like folklore can move across ASEAN and the world.

Multimedia revolution through the internet opens the existence of hyper-reality. Imagination
manipulates the production of image representatisna multimedia application, the internet develep
as a huge electronic data storage and virtual tdogy, has made a great leap in the characterrafali
culture.

4.Conclusion

ASEAN representatives make agreement on the egiftiklore oforang lautin an internet format so that
it can confirm the culture-bonding of ASEAN. Thrdughe orang lautthat spreads over ASEAN (the
Bugis-Makassar-Mandar-Bajo), one can understandaititough ASEAN people vary in much ways, they
are one in nature. Such policy is a counter forrtaénstream policy which always tends to be stmattu
and support the mainstream culture.
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