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Abstract

This paper reviews the National Development Plariigeria from the period of inception in 1946 be trecent
period. At the course of the review, the capitabenditure profile at each period of developmeninpleas
examined to weigh the cost-benefit effect - whishhie main objective of this research. Being apa&st-facto
research, the data were sourced secondarily adihdis include that the National Development Plarrewe
abandoned and in each period of the other developptens, along with their corresponding capitgdenditure
and allocation. Findings also reveal that no siqgdgod of the development plan recorded a fullplamented
laid down objectives due to lack of implementablenp Equally, the research finds that some factarssing
failures in the plans include the leaders’ inapilib transform planned policies to realities, dsien from
original focus, and poor budgetary allocation. Gosizely, with the 2013 National Implementation PiNIP)
instituted recently, there is hope of seeing ampdainand totally executed development plan sooribetwise the
Vision 20:2020 through which Nigeria aims at becagndne of the world’s leading economies come 2830st
but a mirage.

Keywords: Development Plans, Capital Expenditure, Planninmm@éssion, Development Programmes.

1. Introduction

The initiative for development planning in Nigestarted at a period earlier than 1946 when the fiestyone
decade of Nigerian development plan (1946 — 1958 meferred to as “were not plans” at all. Howetles,
other stages of the development plans within théogeof this research achieved one objective ordtreer
although each stage had its own shortcomings.

Development plan can be viewed in different perspes. For instance, it can be viewed in the paspe of
Professional Development PlanPDP), which it is a short planning document that exasi government
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) needscwiboks at how these needs might be met, and lists
objectives for the future. Such development plalpsé¢o structure and focus the training needs dvulld
address such points as: where am | now? Where gamyj? How am | going to get there? Development pla
can also be viewed in the perspectivdrafividual or Personal Development Plarr which is a development
plan that one makes for oneself to achieve somgthione’s life (eHow, 1999-2014).

Therefore,Development Plancan be defined as an aspect of “Town and Counlamnihg.” In the United
Kingdom, it comprises a set of documents, whichosetthe “Local Authorities,” policies and propcasébr the
development and the use of land in their area (¢l26d2). The development plan guides and informstda
day decisions as to whether or not planning peionisshould be granted, under the system known as
Development Control. Therefore, this study setstogxamine development plans in Nigeria over th&t pears,
their extent of implementation as well as shorteggaithat affected their implementation.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this research are:
e To review the development plans that Nigeria haaked upon from 1946 - 2013
< To investigate the cost-benefit-effect of the vasiaevelopment plans.
« To examine the extent to which the objectives ahgalan have been met.

2. STAGES OF THE DEVELOPMENT PLANS: FROM 1946 — 20B.

Nigerian Development Plans included economic fatapolicies towards the private sector, and tadfs
proposed public expenditures. Generally, Plangdatb constitute commitments by public departmergpend
funds. Although, Nigerian political leaders madeid®ns about general objectives and prioritiestfar first
plan, foreign economists were the main authorshef dctual document. It's authors favoured decenéahl
decision making by private units, and disregardiee tnajor discrepancies between financial and social
profitability, and high economic payoffs from ditgrroductive investments (as opposed to indireicirns from
social overheads). They discouraged increased tarethe wealthy (out of a fear of dampening private
incentives), and advocated a conservative monedad, fiscal policy emphasizing a relatively smalarpl
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openness to foreign trade and investment, andhodian overseas assistance. Foreign aid was seedtalf of
public sector investment. The table below captdeslopment plans in Nigeria from 1946-2013 ataagé.

Table 1: Summary of the Nigerian Development Planfom 1946-2013

Development Plans Period Objectives/Targets of &hs

Pre-National (i) 1946-1955 | Uncoordinated or unrelated to any overall econdaniget.

Development Era (i) 1955-60-62

First National| 1962-1968 To encourage the assemblage of agriabftemduce for export purpose

Development

Second Nationa| 1970-1974 Post-war reconstruction, restoring prtdeiccapacity, overcoming critical

Development bottlenecks and achieving self-reliance (i.e. meardchieve a united, just,
strong and self-reliant nation).

Third National | 1975-1980 Emphasized the need to reduce regiosphdiies in order to foster nationgl

Development unity through the adoption of integrated rural depenent.

Fourth National| 1981-1985 A civilian government Development Planicvhemphasized among other

Development things the need for balanced development of thterdifit sectors of the
economy and of the various geographic areas afdhatry.

Post-fourth Development 1985-1987 Establishment of the Directorate for FoRdads and Rural Infrastructufe

Plan Period (DFRRI) in 1985 for the purpose of providing rurafrastructure in the
country side.

Fifth National | 1988-1992 To devalue the naira, remove import Been reduce tariffs, open the

Development Plan economy to foreign trade, promote non-oil expohtough incentives and
achieve national self-sufficiency in food produantio
Later ABANDONED.

Three-year Rolling Plan 1990-1992 To reduce irdlatand exchange rate instability, maintain infrasture,
achieve agricultural self-sufficiency, and reduoe burden of SAP.

Era of National Planning 1992/93- date Formulation of medium term and larghteconomic and development plans

Commission of Nigeria for the nation-advising Federal government on msittelating to Nationa

and their Programmes Development and overall management of the natiecahomy.

Source Mongabay, 2000-2013; Olayiwola and Adeleye, 2808 Coutsoukis, 2005.

PRE-NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ERA

Prior to 1945, the colonial government undertooksadous comprehensive planning. Nigeria’s earlesional
plans, the 1946 — 1955 Ten-year Plan of Developraedt Welfare (with plan revisions, 1951-1955 ane th
1955-1960 plan (later extended to 1962), were fohine colonial administrators. These developmentglaf
the Pre-National Development Era were regardeddbplars of first plan after independence as “weoé n
plans” in the truest sense of the word ... “but aeseof projects which had not been co-ordinatecetated to
any overall economic target.” After 1960, the depehent planning was enlarged and comprised governme
policies to achieve national economic objectivasgzhsas accelerated growth and higher levels of ameer
material welfare. This planning affected the pealiciof such agencies as the Central Bank, Stateebwne
enterprises, the Ministry of Education, Marketingalds, State-level Departments, and Extension &svi
(Coutsoukis, 2005).

FIRST NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN PERIOD (1962-1968)

The First National Development Plan (1962-1968) waqsally said to be the post-independence plarogeri
The most important aspects of Nigeria's 1962-19B8 Rvere “how the government proposes to raisertbeey
and to recruit the personnel to carry out its dibfes.” The plan had a total budget allocation df363 million
which was 3.7% of the total budget (Olayiwola andekeye, 2005). The plan made no clear statementraih
infrastructural development. As agriculture wal afi important exchange earner, the plan’s objestiwere to
encourage the assemblage of agricultural produceekport purpose. The plan's main weaknesses were
incomplete feasibility studies and inadequate eatéda of projects, accompanied by meager publitigipation,
followed by excessive political intervention in @oonic decisions. Moreover, insufficient attentioasapaid to
the small indigenous sector, and the machineryifgulementing developments in the public sector was
unsatisfactory.

SECOND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1970-1974)

This plan targeted at post-war reconstructionorés productive capacity, overcoming critical terecks, and
achieving self-reliance. There was a replacemesit @bphysical assets damaged and destroyed icithevar
within the secessionist Igbo area in the south@adled Biafra) that was estimated above N600 amill{then
about US 900 million).
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It was stated in this plan that government was citachto spending N500,000 for village regroupifmbis was
perhaps to reduce the cost of providing economit sotial infrastructure such as health, electrisityter and
educational facilities for the rural areas. The sallocated to rural development looks too paltnd generally
like the previous ones, the plan failed to intraelaay radical package towards rural infrastructdesielopment.
The United Nations (UN) Center for Development Rlag, Projections, and Policies observed that Ne¢er
real growth in GDP between 1970 and 1974 was 12r8emt per year. The annual target had been ogly 6.
percent. Nigerian growth could be explained bydectargely outside the planners’ purview... rapidirdustry
growth and sharply increasing oil prices (Localidata; 1991).

THIRD NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1975 — 1980)

This plan emphasized the need to reduce regiorspladiies in order to foster national unity throutjie
adoption of integrated rural development. The plas announced in March 29 1975 (Omitusa; 1985B29.
objectives of the plan were similar to those of $keond national development but this plan had/igien of a
twelvefold increase in the annual rate of publipitzd expenditure over the previous plan periodcleetine plan
documented the statement: “There will be no savenys foreign exchange constraints during the tpleth
period and beyond” (Localhost Data; June 1991).dlhe documented as outline the plans to exparidudmre,
industry, transport, housing, water supplier, Hrefdtilities, education, rural electrification, comnity and state
programmes. Hence, the total budget allocatiorhethird national development plan was thirty-twithidn
naira (N32,000,000,000) (Olayiwola and Adeleye, 200

THE FOURTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1981 — 1985)

This was a civilian government development planciwtémphasized among other things the need for dadan
development of the different sectors of the econamy of the various geographical areas of the cpumhis
development plan period was threatened by fallilinewenues and equally delays in agricultural nragmation
due to decline in funds in-flow and hence an insegia the quest for imported foods. The declinexiportation
weakened the ability to import construction matsriand related capital goods thereby reducing drdwtthe
construction, transportation, communications, tigi and housing sectors (Olayiwola and Adeley@®520It
was the first plan that contained guidelines malpngvision for local governments’ involvement iraphing
and implementation although such involvement newenked due to lack of experienced staff.

The plan laid emphases on the need for rural itrfrafural development as a means of increasingtduedard
of living in the rural sector. Hence, the followiafiocations were made:
- About N924 million naira to the eleven River Baglavelopment Authorities towards construction of
boreholes, dams, feeder roads and jetties.
- Federal and State Government’s allocation of N64Biom and N700.4 million respectively for
electrification purposes.
- For rural water supply schemes, N2,805 million wa#lecated while the local governments in some
states (e.g. Anambra, Plateau, Cross River, Bead@lBorno States) allocated a total of N311,824
million for water projects (Olayiwola and Adeleyz05).

Many local governments and various states govertsreated numerous policy issues that could enhtrece
standard of living of the rural dwellers.

The overthrow of Nigeria’s second civilian admirgsion, the Second Republic headed by PresidentiShe
Shagari, at the end of 1983 and of the militaryegoment of General Muhammadu Buhari in 1985 brotght
an end the fourth development plan.

POST-FOURTH DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1985 — 1987)

In accordance with the report of Olayiwola and Agel (2005), this plan period witnessed the estatlént of
the Directorate for Foods, Roads and Rural Infuastire (DFRRI) in 1985 for the purpose of providingal
infrastructure in the country side. The establishiwé this Directorate (DFRRI) was backed up by i2ecdNo. 4
of 1987.

The core of the Directorate's programme is the ptamn of productive activities. Besides, the diczate
recognized the provision of rural infrastructurelsas feeder roads, water, electricity and houamgssential
for the enhancement of the quality of life in theal areas.

The programme of the directorate includes: the mimggion and mobilization of the local people tdhence or
facilitate closer interaction between the governimemd the people. In addition the local communitiesre
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asked to form unions or associations for the pupob providing common facilities for themselvesg th
provision of rural infrastructures such as rura¢éder roads, rural water and sanitation, rural mmusind
electrification; the promotion of productive actiegs such as food and agriculture, rural indusidion and
technology; the promotion of other extra curricidativities such as socio-cultural and recreatignagrammes,
intra and inter community cohesion activitiée plan for the implementation of DFRRI programmes
organised into two phases. In phase one, the targstto provide water for 250 communities in eatlhe
states of the federation, to construct 90,000knfeefder roads and to promote rural housing, heatih a
agriculture. To facilitate industrial growth, anchprove the attractiveness of the rural environmehe,
Directorate planned to commence its rural electifon programme in the second phase startingria 1987.

In pursuit of its objectives, DFRRI also plannedctmoperate with organizations like Nigerian Builgliand
Road Research Institute (NBRRI) as well as ruralewaupply and sanitation programme (RWATSAN). The
Directorate for Foods, Roads and Rural InfrastmestDFRRI) does not get involved in direct implenagion
of the programmes. Rather, for the purpose of thgnamme implementation, the directorate usessamdtin
agents, the states and the local governments, dougx its programme. The funds for the programméhef
Directorate are made available directly to eacteggavernment who then sees to the disbursemesuabf fund
to the local governments. The local governmentbénfederation are constituted into rural developnee mmi-
ttees. These committees embrace the local govertnoffesials and the rural communities. Overall, abdl433
million was allocated to the Directorate in 1986 tlee purpose of implementing its programme. Buy &800
million was actually disbursed. In 1987 and 1988008 million and N1 billion respectively were allded to the
Directorate.

THE FIFTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (1988 — 1992)

This development plan laid emphases on Structudiiisiment Programme (SAP). Its targets were to ldeva
the naira, remove import licenses, reduce tardfgen the economy to foreign trade, promote norexforts
through incentives, and achieve national self-sigficy in food production.

The development plan had the vision of improvirtgplar productivity through incentives, privatizatiohmany
public enterprises, and different government messto create employment opportunities. The Getllerahim
Babangida Administration abandoned this fixed-fjpear plan in late 1989 for a 3-year rolling plan.

THE THREE-YEAR ROLLING PLAN (1990-1992)

The objectives of this plan were to reduce inflati@and exchange rate instability, maintain infracture,
achieve agricultural self-sufficiency, and redube burden of structural adjustment on the most enalble
social groups. The rolling plan was for the perlmetween 1990 and 1992 with the vision of revisimgl a
renewing plans at the end of each year (and inintg@ more comprehensive fifteen-to-twenty-yeamplbut
the number of years remains the same as the plarfaoward.

ERA OF VISIONS, NATIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION OF NIGERIA AND THEIR PROGRAMMES
(1992/93 — DATE)

This is an era of formulation of medium term andgderm economic and development plans for theonati
advising federal government on matters relating\Ntational Development and overall management of the
national economy. So many other development plargrammes or even visions such as vision 201@rvis
2015 and even vision 2020 etc in different ared#efre being made such as are discussed below:

THE VISION 2010

This is a vision dreamt of or initiated by Sani Aba to Nigeria. The vision 2010 Council, a mosdi248 sages
headed by Ernest Shonekan, was inaugurated on Ni@re?, 1996. The committee’s mandate, set outli-a
item Terms of Reference, required it to developuafrint that will transform the country and platérmly on

the route to becoming a developed nation by the 2820 (Egbunike, 2010). On a review of the visiibrwas
explained that the committee worked for 10 montsiagithe following methodology: plenary sessioreddhn

the form of 12 workshops, spread over the periadh sommittees on particular problem areas; 57 eater
workshops; specifically commissioned studies; abasition of 750 memoranda from the general public;
presentations by guest speakers, and intensivestoaming among committee members.

VISION 2015 - MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (IN NIGERIA)

This is a vision created by the United Nations. Tmgted Nations foundation is committed to helpthg UN
achieve the eight Millennium Development Goals B1%2 The MDGs are commitment by the UN to establish
peace and a healthy global economy by focusing ajomissues like poverty, children’s health, emponent
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of women and girls, sustainable environment, dseasd development. Nigeria entirely embraced \ts®n
and is working towards all its objectives.

The eight MDGs call for a Global Partnership forvBlepment. It reflects the fact that the fatesIbpaople and
the nations are linked.

These eight MDGs and their individual targetsthe. Millennium Development Goals are:

Goals 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: &by half the proportion of people living in lehan dollar
a day. Reduce by half the proportion of people atiifer from hunger.

Goals 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education - Eisy that all boys and girls complete a full coursfe
primary schooling.

Goals 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Wosteliminate gender disparity in primary and secagda
education preferably by 2005, and at all level206%5.

Goals 4: Reduce Child Mortality - Reduce by twadkithe mortality rate among children under five.

Goals 5: Improve Maternal Health - Reduce by thypegrters the maternal mortality ratio.

Goals 6: Compact HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other dis=sas Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIBR\I
Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malanié other major diseases.

Goals 7: Ensure environmental sustainability.

Goals 8: Develop a global partnership for developme

VISION 20:2020

The Nigerian vision 2020 is a perspective plan eaanomic business plan intended to make Nigefisla
developed economy by the year 2020; that is, tkeninof Nigeria in vision 2020 programme is to piosi
Nigeria to become one of the top 20 economiesanitbrld by the year 2020.

To ensure achievement of this objective, an in#tital framework responsible for the development an
implementation of the vision 2020 was created raméwork consisting of the National Council on vis2020
(NCV 2020), the National Steering Committee (NS&)¢ Stakeholder Development Committee (SDCs).

National Planning Commission and the vision 202€retariat was then mandated by the Federal Exetutiv
Council (FEC) to produce the vision 2020 plan turiching by the president in October 1st 2009.

The vision commenced by January 2010 (Ahmed, 2868)the Chairman of the Business Support Groupeof t
Vision is by name - Alhaji Umuru Muttalab, CON. Thenstitution and inauguration of the Business Supp
Group (BSG) intended to engender private sectopatfor the vision 2020 process by the Nationak8hg.

The vision 20:2020 sought to accelerate the padbeotountry’s growth and development and makenibrag
the world’s twentieth economies by the year 2020tttMab was of the opinion that for the vision tweeed, the
civil service must be carried along. Thus, the goreent and the institutional organs took steps tdeidhe
development of the vision 2020 by making such pksis

- Provision for the development efforts in the 200@dpet;

- Development of sectoral strategies for the visignsbme Ministries, Departments, and Agencies

(MDASs);

- CBN financial sector strategy 2020;

- FIRS 2020 strategy;

- Medium Term Sector Strategy (MTSS).

The objectives of the vision 2020 programme are to:
» Stimulate Nigeria’s economic growth and launch ¢bantry onto a path of sustained and rapid social-
economic development.
« Place Nigeria in the bracket of top 20 largest ecoies of the world by the year 2020, with a growth
target of not less than $900 billion in GDP ancdeagapita of not less $4,000 per annum.

PROGRAMMES

In addition to the visions, the National Planningn@nission also has what they call@@gramme. Under the
programme, there is what is called thigansformation Agenda which is a medium term development strategy
to speed up the actualization of the vision 20:2@2@ as such for the actualization of the fedgoakrnment’s
economic growth agenda during 2011 — 2015. The dgda anchored on the pillars and targets of the NV
20:2020 and aims at:
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- Creating decent jobs in sufficient quantity to tesothe protracted problem of unemployment and
reduce poverty;
- Laying foundation for robust and inclusive growthihin the Nigerian economy.
- Improving on a sustainable basis, the well beingalyfclasses of Nigerians regardless of their
circumstances and location.
The four areas of focus of the Transformation Ageart governance, human capital development, infictare
and real sector (Wikipedia, 2013).
Some of the programs of this National Planning Cdssion include:
e The National Economic Empowerment and Developméate&)y (NEEDS);
e The State Economic Empowerment and Developmente§ies (SEEDS); and so on. However, the
details of these programmes will not be treatethiz/research paper.
3. METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
The approach adopted in this research is an exfpost research design. After gathering the datanfr
secondary sources such as government publicaiitrsnet sources, the library of congress studi€sA-world
Fact-book, and other relevant secondary sources$, geriod of the development plans was reviewedding
more on the capital expenditure profile. Data ai#d were so presented to showcase the econonailvé@ment
in each period of the development plan and to ttepresearch extract its findings and then dravelusion.

4. DISCUSSIONS

THE ECONOMIC INVOLVEMENTS IN THE NATIONAL DEVELOPME NT PLANS AND THE
ACHIEVEMENT SO FAR (See Table I1)

TABLE Il: THE ECONOMIC INVOLVEMENTS IN THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Diewrelopment Plans | Perind Tatal Irmrestroent | Federal Gorernraent Capital | States and Loz Capital | Prrvate Sector Capital
FProfile (T million) Expenditure (MY Expenditure (M) Expenditure (1)
Pre-Mational (1) 1946 - 535 Urnrelated  to arer | - - -
Dievelopment Plan (i) 1955-60-62 BCOnOIC irsoberment
MNational | 1962-1268 1,353,000 +* Plan cobijectives encouraged | -
Developrent Plan assermblage of agricultural
produce for export.

+ Mo clear statement on raral
infrastructural desweloprrent

Second  Mational | 1970-1974 2050738 + Mo amangement for rural » South Eastern states
Dievelopment Plan infrastructural desweloprrent (Igbos) Na00 million or
s Flamed for NS00,000 USD 500 rillion
village regrouping
Mational | 1975-1980 32854816 « MNGOO0  milion for plan | Eg
Dievelopment Plan prcnvi_ded for national raral +  Oyo State spent
electrification. N155% million rural
+ HMine Frver Basin electrification and
Development  Authorties + N31719 million for
(RBDAZ) health facilities
+  Darms construction and rural towards construction of
water boreholes 150 rural health centres
s Feeder roads clearing and 725 health clinics.
Mational | 1981-1985 +«  MN924 million to be utilized + A states of  the +«  INZ2,805 million for rural
Developrent Plan by Brver Basin federation allocated zafe drinlung water and
Diesrelopruent Logthorities H7T00.4  million for rral water supphy
(FRDAS) electrification of about schemes.
« N645  millon  for 1600 towws  and| . some  LGAs  eq
country-wide electrification willages. Anarnbra, Platean, Cross
+  Owyo State also allocated Frver, Bendel and Bomo
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H1LA2 301 malben to stabes fogeiber allocated
varond eectore of ihe HII0E2Y  malbem  for
g g valar pdpecls
Posi-Fomil (0 1SE5-1ET 1986 N4IT pealbom was allocabed Bo | -
Huthozal 1oEEgee2 | 1973 DFER] to Drplement s progmors,
Developmoent  Plas ) a oaky M0 million we dishuesed
and Fiflh Hefional 1987 500 million. to DFRR

Develnpment Flans 1975 M1 billion 10 DFRRI

The Thme Year | [090.1960
Finlling Plan

Fust Hetonad | 2000-200% H 32 inlbon H10 trdbos HY tralhon H17 erlbox
Imple mendation
Plax (HIP)

Source (Coutsoukis, 2005; Olayiwola and Adeleye, 2008 &tongabay, 2000-2013). NV 20:2020, Dec.
2009.In the economic aspect of Nigerian developrpéants, the pre-national development era were deghas
“were not plans” and as such were not related yooaerall economic target or involvement.

On the other hand, during the first national depalent plan, there were excessive political intetiegs in
economic decisions; and it was noted that the imgsbrtant aspects of Nigeria’s 1962-1968 plan wav the
government proposes to raise the money and toitebripersonnel to carry out its objectives. Snubtney
raised totalled N1,353 million (see table II).

Equally, the Second National Development Plan (3B9D4) experienced post-war reconstruction costban
N2,050,738 million capital expenditure was allodasmd the plan experienced the replacement cogiisysical
assets destroyed in the civil war with the secesditgbo Area (South East Nigeria) then called Biafias
estimated beyond N600 million - about nine hundmélion US Dollars (US $900 million) and with a plaf
committing N500,000 for village regrouping. It was well noted that Nigeria's real growth in GDPvietn
1970 and 1974 to the amazement of the plannerd@&@spercent per year (even when initial annugetawas
6.2 percent) due to rapid oil industry growth aetid¢e sharp increase in oil prices.

In the Third National Development Plan (1975-1980jotal of N32,854,616 million capital expenditus
allocated for the purposes as indicated in tabl&He economic involvements for the other plansirdeated in
the table Il as well.

DEFECTS IN NIGERIAN DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Although Nigerian developments plans have helpadaning her forward positively, the plans still leavarious
defects:

e Lack of Clear Cut Development Plans It is needful that Nigeria prioritises her progrmaes,
specifically by looking at cost and benefits oflraation that would stimulate an enduring economic
development. Nigerian economy suffers because Migdeaders lack the ability to transform her
planned policies to real actions (Akoma, 2009). &alty, good plans would be laid down but self-
interests in policy and decision making most tirhagler the good policies implementation. Likewise,
series of ideas on how to transform the economyhtriig provided but they may not be genuine hence
the national development plans continued to fail.

e Flaws in the Strategies adopted by the Governmentgspecially in Rural Infrastructural
Development Programmes The synthesis of government activities revea#t thuring the past few
years, series of constructive programmes and facthiag actions were taken by the government to
combat rural infrastructural problems, which are ffam being solved due to flaws in the strategies
adopted by the government such as: (i) using oh& development plans as an instruments for
programming resource allocations for different seciof the economy hence failing to recognise the
facts that various rural communities having différecological situations in Nigeria, differ in thature
and degree of their needs (Okafor, 1985); (ii) thaplon of programmes between the different tidrs o
government. For instance, the DFRRI programme bshedol at federal level uses states and LGAs to
disburse funds for the implementation of its progmees but separation of the local governments’ rural
programmes from the DFRRI programmes are alwayiulif Sometimes, there is the duplication of
programmes between the different tiers of governrt@layiwola and Adeleye, 2005).

« Ultimate Failure due to Diversion from the Original Focus in Addition to Poor Budget Allocation:
In the area of agriculture, there were some prograsiput in place by the Nigerian Government either
wholly or in association with international agers;ien order to enhance rural development in one way
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or the other by taking care of objectives suchrapleyment generation, increasing agricultural otitpu
and income and, stemming the tide of rural-urbagration. Some of these programmes include: River
Basin Development Authorities (RBDAS), the Agricuil Development Programmes (ADPSs), the
Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme (ACGS), theaRElectrification Scheme (RES) and the Rural
Banking Programme (RBP). One cannot say that thweee no successes recorded on these
programmes, however, many of them ultimately failee to diversion from the original focus. Good
examples are the Rural Banking and the AgricultGra@dit Guarantee Scheme, both of which at many
stages failed to deliver the desired credit foliadgural and rural transportation because, mucthef
saving which were mobilized in the rural areas walieerted to urban areas in form of
credit/investments.

In the area of food production, there was a steawty significant rise in agricultural production Wween 1986
and 1993 (CBN, Statistical Bulletin, December, 19%owever, in view of lack of standards for prdjec
harmonization and effective mechanisms for co-atiiim among the three tiers of government and (DI;RR
the objectives of DFRRI could not be fully achievéd a result of this, it could not sustain the penwith
which it started and eventually ended up not liviipgto expectation and eventually become morib@idifeye,
2001). This also has to do with poor funding.

Furthermore, there was a serious low budgetargatilon to Agriculture for a period of ten years §19- 2000)
consecutively. The budgetary allocation (within 199 1998 period) to agriculture in any particul@ay was
never more than 5% of the total budget. It eventweras low as 1.8% in 1994 while the highest wa8#lin
1991. However, in 1991, 2000 and 2001, it receivedo, 1.9% and 2.25% respectively (Adefila and Aijeo
2005). Hence, these show neglect suffered by tb®orsén the area of funding. Therefore, to enhatiee
agricultural output, the sector needs to be bdtieded (in order to develop simple farm equipmemt f
cultivation, harvesting, processing and storagegssto bring about a noticeable improvement igdtstributions
to rural development.

5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In the early period of the National DevelopmentnBldfrom the beginning to up to 1974), there weoe n
meaningful impact in the national economic develeptnlikewise, there was no serious concern showthé
government towards accomplishing each plan’s objest nor for rural infrastructural development} nmtil
from third National Development Plans when capégbenditure allocations continued to increase odsvéo
accomplish some objectives.

When SAP was introduced in the fifth plan whichugbt about reduction in spending, it coincided wathitary
coup of August 1985, and the fifth plan partly hesm of the coup, allocated the largest amountsipital to
agriculture and emphasized the need for privatesmaent (Mongabay, 2000-2013).

In the period 1988, the federal budget was stifladelent mainly on oil revenue in that the fedemlegnment
retained 62 percent of the revenue it collected988 while the rest of the funds were distributedhe states
and local governments by a formula based on padpualanheed, and to a very limited extent, derivation
(Mongabay, 2000-2013).

Even in the era of visions and programmes undeioNalt Planning Commissions, the hope of successsidns

and programmes are yet to be fulfilled. Hence, thdted Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO) has described as an illusion and self detle® current efforts being made by the Nigeriadggnment

to become one of the world’'s leading economies by year 2020, saying that indices showed that the
government is only making efforts through statermamd no much work (Osewa, 2005-2014).

Conclusively, since the first National ImplemerdgatiPlan (NIP) has been instituted, with the highesl
investment profile of N32 trillion, let’'s keep exging a more and factual plans that can translateldpment
plans into a reality.
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