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Abstract

The paper on the assessment of the use of Techoallagaterials by students to study social studieNiger
state college of education Minna was carried oufind out the Technological Materials resources tha
available and accessible to social studies studanktiger state college of Education. The study w® to
determine the factors responsible for studentsusaig Technological materials in their school. Tdesign
adopted to gather information in this study wawvseyrdesign. 85 social studies students in 200 levese used.

A structured questionnaire comprising of four smudi based on the research questions was also ddopte
Percentages were used to answer research questierand two, while the mean was used to answeanedse
questions three and four. The data collected wesdyaed. The result revealed that not all Techrioklg
materials are available and those available areaoctssible to students except computer, intenetep and
browser phones. The mean factors affecting the aisg@echnological materials by students include poor
electricity, inadequate resources and limited tifi@s explains why students cannot use technolbgiederials

for their studies even though they have the inteamsl knowledge on what to use and how to use them.
Recommendations were made among which is thatte®biould be made by the administrators concenmatice

the necessary Technological materials resourceifablaand accessible to students so that theydeamlop
more interest in their study and social studigsdrticular.

Introduction

The study, of social studies is intended to promtbt development of competent citizens who posHess
critical thinking skills necessary to function ind@mocratic society. Social studies provide thekgeamind
knowledge and experience for the students to bufldn in future when he picks up any of the schylarl
disciplines. Demion (2011) defines social studissad'set of goals which describes how citizenshipcation
content should be selected, organized and taught we

Social studies according to Umeh (2010), is impadrteecause it explains to people who they are,vemdthey
live, and where they live. Social studies as aexthjievelop people’s interest in the way of the ¢if people by
allowing individual to appreciate human achieveraeantd aspiration. The subject teaches studentméjer
cultural aspects of life individually and the word large. In addition, social studies teach howeséhcultural
aspects of life have influenced one another. For rmation to develop a sound basis for solving hesent
societal problems and issues, the study of sotiaies is necessary because it provides informaiiomow
similar societal issues and problems in this presew® has been resolved.

As a set of goals which describes how citizenshipcation content should be selected, social styliegded
explanation of change in terms of human intentitwesiefs, and motives. The study of social stugiesourages
an understanding of the process of change andneitytiin human affairs. As a discipline, social dies
contribute greatly to the personal and social etilucaf the people. It develops in students atésidnd values
necessary for toleration a range of opinions neédechifying a diverse people such as ours. Thevaaice of
social studies in nation development is highlighiedhe nation policy of education (NPE) (2004) wéhé¢he
subject is integrated as a core subject in jureeprdary school education.

Many reasons have been advanced for the poor a@ageriormance of students generally in social istud
subject which has led to poor enrolment of studémis both college of education and university tady
sociology as a course. One of the problems thastihdy of social studies is facing ranges fromdhstracts
nature of the subject which is said to be fullywafues, norms and attitudes (Danto 2010). Danta fether to
say that students have complained that socialesudidiversify subject, and it is difficult to werdtand the key
concept of change, consequence, cultural life opfee According to Zipas (2009) students hate $tiadies
because to them subject is not relevant and ueistieg. He also explained that the reason studhintk this
way is because most teachers do not use audioha@glsgawhich is part of Technological materialstake the
lesson practicable and meaningful to the studdaféer (2008) lamented that many teachers of sstigies do
not present an existing approach to teaching satiadies and suggested that social studies camumghtt
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effectively when instructional technology is beinged. Ahmed (2007) encourages teachers of souaidikestto
engage students when teaching social studies by dgichnological materials. Umeh (2008) is of thédf that
Technological materials brings changes in the wagrination is presented and learned with the ptesen
technology and communication explosion, it is expécthat the tertiary institution should depend enon
Technological materials for enhanced learning. Thisecause Technological materials can motivatdesits’
interest to study the subject. The problem of daatizdies has threatened its future especiallyigeNa higher
education which is noticed in students’ low enraht® study the subject, even when students havectijuired
qualification to study social studies, most of theith prefer to study other subjects such as histgovernment
and political science. According to Isiaku (2007)tiBh higher education faced a similar situatiorthe 19502s
and series of innovations were introduced in otdeestore the glory of social studies which ineuble use of
ICT in form of computer assisted learning (CALVdmped from spreadsheets and database use, #neeint
and other technologies.

Technological Materials are handling tools that banused to produced, stored and process, digribut
and exchange information (John 2006). He also s#eshat Technological materials can be used tesacc
global knowledge and communication with other cawplopics and concepts and are more likely to tecal
information and use it to solve problems outsidedlassroom. In addition, through Technology, stislextend
and deepen their knowledge of investigation andiitygaccording to their need and interest when ssee to
information that is available in multiple levelsleXus (2009) identified different types of techrgpjahat can be
used to support and enhance learning. This incluitie® players, laptops computing and had heldneldyies,
word processing and e-mail promote communicatioifisskdatabase and spreadsheet programmes promote
organizational skills and so on.

Jude (2007) stated that asserts such as cell plhbaesnany people move about with can be usefléaon.
Technological materials when used can empower stadearning by enabling them improve their classkw
by taking notes on the computer, or by sending heorle e-mail to the teacher from home, or by word
processing their homework.

Many reasons have been advanced for poor acadarfmrmance of students generally which has ledaotor p
enrolment of students into various higher institntincluding colleges of education and the univiesito study
social studies. One of the problems the study ofasatudies is facing ranges from the abstractaraaof the
course which is said to be fully technical (Dan€1@). He went further to say that social studiegeiy difficult
to understand because of its technical natureestthblogical tolls involved.

College of education Minna is as old as other galéeof education. It is gathered by the researttizer
most students studying social studies did not #igtaaply to study social studies, but other coarsehey may
lack interest in this subject, but with the usel'ethnological equipment, the student can enjoyasstudies as
a course and overcome the difficulties faced idyng such course. The use of Technological madsewdl not
be easy for the students unless the college adsjstsroviding the resources to the students. Thieréd
government of Nigeria has encouraged the use difi@ogical materials in her institution of higheatning in
the National policy of education and the policy @maged the use of ICT which the policy statedentisn
4(m).

In recognition of prominent role of technology idvancing knowledge and skills necessary for eféecti
functioning in modern world, there is urgent neadhtegrate the use of Technological materials auiteges of
education in Nigeria. For tertiary Institutionsetliederal Government in the policy encouraged #wath
institution should explore other sources of fundsugh as endowments, consultancy services and caname
ventures. Kaduna State University though new hadenadforts to that direction to establish its owathinology
driven projects and programmes. Recently someefktaff had opportunity to travel to India for wshiop on
the integration of Technology in their teachingufb specifically in the sciences, it is hoped thther subjects
in the arts shall follow suit. In a study conduciad Technology literacy among NCE graduates in Nage
colleges of education discovered that internet, juater and telephone were the Technological masenmlstly
used by NCE graduates although more on occasiamb.bThe study further discovered that major facto
affecting the use of Technological materials weregular power supply, inadequate ICT and limitedet for
Technology use. The use Technological materialshleystudents will depend on their knowledge, bedied
attitude towards the use of Technology. Ahmed (20@®ed that students who like Technology and bétiat it
is capable of helping their pedagogical objectivethe classroom can easily integrate the use ohii@ogical
materials into their classroom learning. While #hasho don't belief in ICT, ignore is integration their
learning. This study therefore will specificallyndi out whether Technological materials Resourcesaaailable
and accessible for the students in college of détrcMinna.
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Research Questions

To achieve the stated objective of the study, thlewing research questions will be answered.

1. What are the available Technological materialsstadents’ use in college of education Minna?

2. How accessible are these resources to students?

3. How often do students use Technological mater@ishfeir studies?

4. What are the factors affecting the effective udeBezhnological materials resource?
Methodology
This study is a descriptive survey design. Thishoétallows the researcher to have a vivid desorptif how
social studies students in college of educationndinse Technological materials for their studies.
The populations of the study comprised 85 socialies students in 200 level in department of scatiadiies ,
this is because they have studies social studiest fleast one year in the school; they will ba inetter position
in providing the adequate information needed feg study.
The instrument is a structured questionnaire byréisearcher based on information gathered fronfitdrature
on different types of Technological materials. Thgtrument administration was carried out by theeegcher
during their lectures and was collected the same @he data collected on the study was analyzedgusi

frequency count and percentages for questions Ramtle mean statistic was used to answer resegasgtions
3 and 4.

Results

The result of the data collected is presented basethe responses of the respondents on the aleaadol

accessibility of Technological materials resouraed factors responsible for use or lack of useemftfological
materials.

Table 1. Percentage of student’s responses on tAgailability of ICT Resources

S/No Technolpgical Available Frequency % Not Available Frequency Result
Materials %

1 Computers 54 63.5 31 36.5 Available
2 E-mail 54 63.5 31 36.5 Available

3 Internet 59 69.4 26 30.6 Available

4 Digital Camera 31 36.5 54 63.5 Not Available
5 Scanner 32 37.6 53 62.4 Not Available
6 Video equipment 30 35.3 55 64.7 Not Available
7 Data processor 40 47.1 45 52.9 Not Availabje
8 Printer 45 52.9 40 47.1 Available

9 Browser phones 56 65.9 29 34.1 Available

The result in Table 1 showed that some of the Teldgical materials such as computers, e-mail, ngeand
browser phones available as indicated in items, B, B, and 9 while the rest such as digital cainszanner,
video equipment, and data processor are not alaiéabindicated in items 4, 5, 6, and 7
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Table 2: Percentage of Students’ Resources on thekccessibility to Technological Materials
S/No Technolpgical Available Frequency % Available Frequency % Result
Materials
1 Computers 39 45.9 46 54.1 Not accessihl
2 E-mail 38 44.7 47 52.3 Not accessible
3 Internet 47 52.3 38 44.7 Accessible
4 Digital Camera 24 28.2 61 71.8 Not accessible
5 Scanner 24 28.2 61 71.8 Not accessihl
6 Video equipment 19 28.4 66 77.6 Not accessibl
7 Data processor 24 28.2 61 71.8 Not accessipl
8 Printer 30 353 55 64.7 Not accessible
9 Browser phones a7 52.3 38 44.7 Accessible

The data in Table 2 revealed that the respondents access to internet and browser phones ontgms3 and

9 indicate. Other Technological materials in tHedaare not accessible to the respondents areaiedidn items
1,2,4,5,6,7 and 8.

Table 3: Frequency of the use of ICT Resources

Percentage/Number of Respondents
S/No Te&:\?g;?sical Once a week Twice a week Daily Occasionally
N =85 N =85 N =85 N =85
1 Computers 16%(14) 13%(11) 51%(43) 20%(17)
2 E-mail 15%(13) 35%(30) 30%(25) 20%(17)
3 Internet 16%(13) 15%(12) 50%(43) 20%(17)
4 Digital Camera 65%(55) 11%(9) 10%(8) 15%(13)
5 Scanner 73%(62) 18%(16) 4%(3) 5%(4)
6 Video equipment 90%(77) 5%(4) 1%(1) 4%(3)
7 Data processor 10%(8) 15%(13) 70%(60) 5%(4)
8 Printer 15%(13) 35%(30) 30%(25) 20%(17)
9 Browser phones 5%(4) 7%(6) 80%(68) 8%(7)
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The data in Table 3 show that the respondent usegbaters, internet, data processor and answer phooee
than other resources. This could be as a resuliefvailability of these resources all around dampus and
more of the respondents have their own browser ggon

Table 4: Means Responses on Factors Affecting thdilization of Technological Materials

S/No Statements SA A D SD n X| Decision
1 Students lack expertise with technology 08 P1 18 38 85 | 1.98| Disagree
5 Students lack gonfldencg in using 11 14 21 39 85| 191 Disagrde

Technological materials
3 Students lack knowledge of appropriate 09 20 20 36 85| 202 Disagrde
software
4 Students lack of how to use equipment 10 19 18 4085 | 2.03| Disagree
5 Students lack knowledge on .the |mportan_ce 055 16 10 44 85| 209 Disagrde
use of Technological materials for learning
6 The use of Techho_log|cal materials is very 6 09 20 50 85| 1.65 Disagrde
difficult
7 Poor electricity supply 28 24 18 15 86 2.6 Agree
8 Using Techr.lolog|ca}l materials is not 11 03 23 48 85| 172 Disagrde
interesting
9 Inadequate Technological materials 32 16 19 18 88.72 Agree
10 Lack of sufficient time 38 15 18 14 85 2.90 Agre
11 Using Technological rncleltenals makes hlstory06 05 21 53 85| 157 Disagrde
more difficult
12 Technology reduces _students motivation to 10 04 19 52 85| 167 Disagrde
study history

The result in Table 4 showed that the respondeaségcee with items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11 andbl@ agree with
items 7, 9 and 10. This means that the studentsagr&ble of using technological materials and hanavledge
on what to use and how to use technology. The staddso know the importance of technology. Theéblenm is
lack of availability and accessibility to technoicg materials; poor electricity supply and suffict time.

Summary of Findings
Based on the data collected of this research ligvist
1. Some technological materials such as computer, ie-im&rnet and browser phones are available to
students | college of education Minna
2. Technological materials such as computer, e-majltad camera, video equipment, data processor and
printer are not accessible to the students.
3. The Technological materials that used mostly bylestiis are computer, internet, data processor and
browser phones.
4. Main factor responsible for effective utilizatiof technology include lack of availability, poor pew
supply and sufficient time.
Discussion
The result presented in Table 1 — 4 showed thaalsstudies students in college of education Minna
have knowledge on the use of technology and theéests’ belief that technology can motivate thenthiair
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study of social studies. The problem is on the lajdity of the resources. Some of the resourceslalvie like
digital camera, scanner, video equipment, datagzsmr are not accessible. David (2008) has eadied that
available technological materials cannot be usedhdy are not accessible. In this age of technology
advancement, students are more eager to use amyotegical materials within their reach. The resflithe
findings agree with the study carried out by Adietin(2011) that the factors affecting studentsedisof
technology include, poor power supply; insufficiéime and inadequate resources. The computerhigtt@nd
the browser phones are within students’ reach lsecthey can own their computer with any interneeasory
and phones. Even when they don’t have one, theyasgrfor airtime and use them. Other resourcessthaild
be provided are not there and that could affealesits’ information retrieval and processing. Thisams that
students will have to do the best they can to shidtory if not, they will be discourage and theden will be
boring and the problems that are threatening histatl continue to discourage others by giving théhe
impression that history is a very difficult subject

Recommendations

Based on the result and discussion above, theafimitprecommendations were made.

1. College education Minna and other state collegesdotation should make efforts to ensure that ICT
resources are available and accessible to therggide

2. Efforts should be made by Niger state college afcation to revive the study of social studies in
Nigeria by encouraging students to effectively tesdanological materials to study social studies.

3. Lecturers should be encouraged to use technologiestrials to teach other subjects so that students
will be encouraged to use more technological iiir tsteidies.

Conclusion

Social study is very relevant in the developmenamy nation. Lack of knowledge of technology skills
acquisition will be like people and living in thertt. Knowledge of the people’s ways of life willlhgéhem to
plan for the future and can help the people be #&bléve together and tolerate one another. The afse
technological materials helps to change the wagestts learn and process information.
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