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Abstract
This research paper tries to discuss the developofeliberalism and what it can bring to the Aralonid.

Moreover, it includes a case study on the resuitthe application of some aspects of social anchestc
liberalism in Jordan. The results revealed thagrism cannot bring so much to the Arab countiieshe
current situation, because these countries atastiready for the implementation of liberalisnhéeFe are many
challenges which have to be overcome before lilmenatan be beneficially applied. Many substantikerges
in the social and economic system in these countriest be carried out in order to be able to appgralism
successfully.

In regard to the case study on Jordan, sociatdilsen has been partly applied and proven to beefical,
whereas the Jordanian economy is still not readgdéonomic liberalism, where some essential chasbesld
be made.
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1. Introduction

Although some researchers ascribe the roots ofdiw of liberalism to the document of "Magna Kargaid
thereby to the moment in which the English noblbbged king John to sign a document which restridts
authorities and prevents him from ruling withouttrols, liberalism as a clear political ideologicalrrent was
established among the European aristocracy in Zecéntury to limit the authority of the king and theople
together.

In the beginning this current was not democratialatFor example, John Luke called for the pratecof the
right of humans in life, freedom and property adiog to a social contract without mentioning denaogr After
the end of Feudalism as a system and the transfiormi@ Bourgeoisie, this current met with the denadic
current in the 19 century and liberalism took a bourgeois naturehkinged, developed and differed according
to time and place. The ideas of equality, civihtsy free election, freedom of press and beliefyidance of law,
freedom of trade and propertyetc have been among the ideas attributed to liberadithough some of these
ideas are not original in liberalism and in spiténdications to the possibility of the assignmehsome of these
ideas by some liberals.

In this paper, the development of liberalism w#l tackled in brief and the question about whaait present to
the Arab world will be answered.

2. Development of Liberalism

2.1 Classical Liberalism

Classical liberalism is considered a responseefilieral current to the industrial revolution, itzation and the
dominance of bourgeoisie in the™entury. Its main hypotheses are based on thatuh®n being is egoistic,
lazy, with a non-collective consciousness, motigaig pleasure and enjoyment and is pushed to wodtder
to avoid hunger. Thus advocates of liberalism iat theriod had a position against the social prmect
considering that deprivation of people from pratattrepresents the best motivation to them to w@k.the
other hand, they assumed that the society coriske total of its individuals, that groups haveweight in it
and that it created the government in order togutahe individuals from each other. Furthermdneytbelieved
that the free, uncontrolled market is able to thste resources efficiently which leads at the ¢adfull
employment.

Based on these assumptions, classical liberalisogrézed that poverty is inevitable and considdredger a
means of limiting population proliferation. It alstood against the distribution of income becatne gtoor
classes of people squander it, substituting thah whe idea of charity. According to Adam Smithg th
government has three functions: protecting the handefrom invasion, protecting the citizens frontleather
and establishing the public facilities in which thevet sector is not concerned because they areem@rding.
Classical liberalism had a position against dirdemocracy, because the advocates of classicakliber
considered that it is not ensured that the majasiglways right.

However, there is no consensus on all issues amadingleologists who are classified within this soho
Classical liberalism was formed in many places wad affected by the contexts in which it existeto@sky
argues that this liberalism doesn't exist anymasevatays and that it dissolved into two currentssiado
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liberalism and market liberalism (neo-liberalism).

2.2 Social Liberalism

At the end of the 19 century and the beginning of the"2@entury, calls have appeared demanding the
protection of the rights of workers and providirogrhs of social protection to citizens. Responsahdse calls
were minimal and would not have occurred withoehtendous struggles. Later, the victory of commurniism
Russia and the Great Depression in the 1930s foartadeat to Capitalism. The economic expert Jobyries
challenged the market hypothesis being capabléstililiting resources efficiently and said that gfeeernment
should intervene in economy to avoid economic sri§ée advocates of this current noticed that thdoesn't
solve economic and social problems. Thus, the wa nourished to the state of welfare, medical e
education, as well as the expansion of civil anlitipal rights. This current presented its hypothegating that
there is harmony between what is beneficial tosteiety and the freedom of the individual, sinoe fteedom

of the individual is not achieved unless theresrigable social and economic circumstances. Thgsdtken by
the American president Franklin Roosevelt, knowthas'New Deal", came in this context. By usingséheteps,
the American government contributed to the redactid unemployment through governmental spending on
major public projects. Although some specialiste $eat those steps contributed to the solution arhes
problems of depression, others see that the Sedttl War was the main event which solved totahg t
problems of depression and unemployment and thabhltions before the war were only partial. Ttyipe of
liberalism dominated in the West until the end bé t1970s. This stage was accompanied by the age of
independence and the establishment of the non-&dignovement, as well as the establishment of thdicpu
sector state in the developing countries, assunti@d national bourgeoisie is capable of leading the
development and maintaining the independence.

2.3 Market Liberalism (Neo-Liberalism)

At the end of the 1970s and following the econoarisis at that time, it appeared that governmerdgsat able

to control economy according to the view of Keynes.

Among the reasons of this inability was the incieggpower of the trans-border monetary institutiovisich
have become out of the control of states and govents. This was accompanied by the entering of the
communist bloc in the phase of depression as veetha retardation of classical consciousness inviket,
which led to that the powers of the conservatightristarted the attack, announcing their fear efkleynesian
intervention in the markets as well as the danf§enamipulating the free market through governmespending.
Those powers argued that the state of welfare eages people to adopt the culture of dependendy. attack
was crowned by the victory of minister presidentrfat Thatcher in Britain and President Ronald Reigahe
United States of America. The phase of neo-libenalistarted and was connected with free trade, open
uncontrolled markets, privatization and the proamwtof the role of the privet sector, whereas thie mf
governments was restricted to the interventiom@rhonetary market.

This phase represented the decline of the earmhgsoples in the West as well as the decline efrtie of the
public sector in the developing countries, leadmghe destruction of the production bases, thdosiqn of the
debt crisis, spread of exploitation, corruption amgiquality. This led Capitalism into a serioussiiwithout a
foreseeable exit.

3. Liberalism and the Arab Civil State

At first, a common mistake in the Arab discussidfiteeralism should be mentioned.

The term liberalism is used to indicate the liberafrom the constraints of the society and pranggersonal
freedoms without considering others. This intergtien is tendentious or indicates a misunderstandinis true
that liberalism calls for individual freedoms, kthie image of the society called for by liberalissnniot only
drawn by these freedoms. Liberalism has a compedhervision; ideological, philosophical, economieda
lawful, and it is totally wrong to visualize libdiem as only the call for liberation from the caomagtts of the
society. In this section of the research liberaligifi be rationally discussed. An increase in tleadency
towards liberalism in the Arab world has been retiafter the revolution of 25 January in Egypt, kehe great
number of young people who participated in it hbeen described as liberals. Some politicians likehdnmad
elBaradei among others are attributed to the lidboaght. The question is: What does liberalisespnt to us?
Before coming to an answer, some current factstabeuArab world will be presented and discussed.

1- Liberalism, especially after its coupling witbrdocracy, has generated a set of ideas and pesaiglich still
do not exist in the Arab world. Citizenship, pubéad individual freedoms, social contract, the rofdaw,
elections, devolution of poweretcare still absent and distorted in the Arab wo@d.the other hand, liberalism
is based on the freedom of capital and the freedbmossessing the means of production. It is urtfzét
somebody describes himself as a liberal only bexrdwes supports the promotion of public and individua
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freedoms, whereas he has no position regardingssiue of possessing means of production in comsigterith
the position of liberalism.

2- Most Arab liberals who appeared in the phas@rab Spring or those who admire liberalism becanfsis
position towards the individual freedoms presemppsals which are nearer to social liberalism. ¥ same
time, they ignore essential issues, throwing shadofrdoubt on the applicability of their call fanplementing
liberalism. An essential question is: can Keynegialicies be implemented in countries which areradpctive
and unable to control the issue of offer and derdand

3- Liberalism actually presented to the Arab wddday is neo-liberalism. The experience in the Rstyears
has proven that the actual results of neo-libedditigs were: poverty, looting the properties anehlth of the
people and the generalization of corruption andrgy. The Arab social liberals cannot be blamedtiiese
results, because they were not in authority ang there not the decision makers. The internationahetary
institutions have exhausted the Arab reserves lamditab state has become unable to finance itsqsaéttor
which it broke up according to the advices of tlesvriberalism. The ability of this state to buy &ityes has
remarkably declined and it moved towards the freeket in a society in which the networks of sogiadtection
have been liquidated. The policies of identitypdtiand religious opposition have been revived Wwhgoovide
protection and charity and belong to the pre-sttége. This explains the nature of the dominabakrand
religious opposition in the Arab world which is finom the concepts of citizenship and the statdaof
Therefore, this opposition did not yet present aleno plan and is still dealing with the homelandhassource
of gains and acquired rights. Neo-liberalism haspéeld economic policies which generated an oppositi
against liberalism as a whole, but this opposiimmot a serious opposition to neo-liberalism ia #ssential
field (economy) as has been lately clear in Egypt @unisia. It is against the values of freedont @il state.
The big loser here is the social liberal who migbtthe victim of the coalition of the neo-liberalith this
opposition. This coalition ignores public and iridival freedoms and spreads corruption in additmmuging
political money. It also applies the prescriptiaighe International Monetary Fund. Therefore, $beial Arab
liberal finds himself in a disastrous position.

4- One of the slogans which attract people to &liem is the graceful government and fighting buozacy.
This slogan is used by two parties: the socialritlewho support the graceful government especiélly
ensured the provision of social protection andviittlial freedoms, giving opportunities to fight baueracy and
customer state. The other party is the new libesdils desire to weaken the public sector descrilimg lazy,
flabby and full of bureaucracy, in order to opee thoor in front of the international capital. Ofucse, the
graceful government is desired, but this doesn'amihat the government should lift its hand from tharket
and the economy. It doesn't also mean the desbructi the public sector. On the other hand theatust state
has become a load which the society cannot bearinBmany cases it is an ally and protector of lieerals.
The bureaucrat in the customer state needs bugiaities which is connected with corruption. Alsloe neo-
liberals need corruption to pass their deals wiialm the interests of the people. Thus a coalisoformed
between neo-liberalism and bureaucracy, basedghtirip democracy and transparency. There is a Ipibisi
that neo-liberalism especially in the states ofsbath is an expression of a return to a liberakgmch is not
connected with democracy; a wild liberalism whisleven against the human values adopted by thdiliiesals.
5- The Arab liberals face a problem in that sorhtheir prominent figures supported normalizatidnedations
with the Zionist enemy. For example, Ahmad Lutfi $dyyed attended the opening of the Hebrew Unityeirsi
Jerusalem in 1925, side to side with Arthur JameléoBr in spite of calls not to attend that occasibhis trend
continued until the exchange of ambassadors wighZionist entity. During this period, until the 189 the
liberals didn't represent a political current instlsense. Giving priority to individual and polaicfreedoms has
led them to become dazzled by the West. The supporo-liberals to normalization especially at®91 had a
negative effect on the level of support to thigeat as a whole.

The great task of the Arab world is the task ofedepment in all forms. In order to reach this gdia civil state
must be established in the form of the state abnat liberalization. But this step cannot be agba without
public coalition with clear tasks and slogans: nragmtion, industrialization, democratization, secization,
ascending tax, competent public sectetc.These tasks cannot be achieved at the country. [Eliely need an
Arab depth representing the great market necedsaraccumulation and the required force to protiet
achievements.

[Yet a shock therapy of deregulation, liberalizatand rule of law is precisely the medicine thebAvarld must
urgently take to meet the aspirations of a jobldisgruntled youth. For the economist Guy Sormarnis it
imperative for the region to move away from stagisbnomies to free market societies based on pyopghts,
the right to entrepreneurship and competition. Quith this second revolution — not more aid — whikk hope of
millions to be lifted out of mass poverty will matdize (The City, “Egypt’s unborn revolution,” 1&2/2001)].

Based on the previous points the question of teeareh can be answered as follows: In the curiamti®n,
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liberalism seems not to present much to the Aralddysince many changes must take place beforealisen
can be successfully implemented in the Arab woflde desired Arab civil state needs a liberatiorionaf
program focusing on freedom, citizenship, sociabtact, enlightenmentetc with the representation of the
interests of the vast majority of the people. Deraog and development in the Arab world require tjmall and
economic standpoints which form tests to sociarhits. The most important test is associated \mighpiosition
towards the issues of class struggle. When thiggte goes back, the attraction of liberalism iases because
of its part connected to freedoms. But when thesckruggle flares, the more important positioassociated
with economy. One may ask: where do liberals staftiat is their position for example, towards théigies of
lifting the governmental support of the pricestuf basic products?

4. Case Study on Jordan

Jordan is a country with limited resources. Sinsestablishment, the public sector has been gherssential
role in administration and economy. Furthermorés & third world Arab, Islamic country with distirtraditions
and habits. In the past decades, it heavily ralieéxternal subsidies, loans and aids.

With time, the public sector has employed a greehiver of employees, many of whom are excessivéhao
this sector suffers nowadays from over employmeudt fands many difficulties to ensure paying theasials of
its employees.

In respect to social liberalism, the past periodindiwitness any application of liberalism. Perdoftaedoms
have been restricted through Arab, Islamic ruldsene the civil status law is derived from the Iskatagislation.
As in other Arab states, freedoms of expressinggre opinions have not been guaranteed. Many pdaple
been put in jail because of political or social ogiion. The first indications on turning to sodideralism have
appeared recently with the occurrence of the Anatin§ in some Arab countries. The political reginealized
that it is very important to loosen the constraiaigl give the people the opportunity to expresg thiews
without fearing being punished. It is evident tha application of social liberalism in Jordan &od for both
the regime and the people. Here, it is worth meimig that the Jordanian Constitution which wasugein 1952
states that the Jordanian people have the rigkipoess their views and opinions, but there wasesoinmg
wrong with the application.

In respect to economic liberalism, the 1980s anfl0$Shave witnessed the application of some aspects
economic liberalism, such as free trade, free ntarkpgrivatization, as well as the promotion of fgre
investments and the freedom of possessing the n&apsoduction. The public sector was not more dble
control the economy in the country, because thitosevas over loaded by the excessive number ol@®mps
and was suffering from flabbiness. The governmexst found itself obliged to sell some of its essdrassets
and public companies mostly to foreign companiegsiaBization has been applied in many vital segttike
communications, water and tourism. The governmastdold many assets in these sectors to compdos#be
deficit in the budget. In spite of these measuhesJordanian economy has not benefited from tlegdtion of
markets. The results have shown that the countngtiyet ready for the application of economic tddsm. The
public sector has continued to dominate the econavitfiout noticeable improvement in the number of
employees or their performance. Furthermore, inpitiatized companies many employees have lost jbes
and joined the great numbers of unemployment, wipiobed Jordan to other problems, where the state ha
become unable to ensure social security. Problékesgoverty and unemployment represent an incrgasin
challenge for the whole country, and the treatnoétihese problems need innovative solutions.

5. Conclusion

This study has dealt with the development of libena beginning with the classical liberalism to Adxeralism
in its two aspects: social liberalism and econolibieralism. Furthermore, it has tried to examine #ipplication
of liberalism in Arab countries and answer the tjoeas What can liberalism present to the Arab wadrldhe
current situation?

After examining the social and economic situationthe Arab countries, the results showed thathéncurrent
situation, liberalism seems not to present mucthéoArab world, since many changes must take phedere
liberalism can be successfully implemented in tlrabAworld. The desired Arab civil state needs arhition
national program focusing on freedom, citizensbkigGial contract, enlightenmenttc with the representation
of the interests of the vast majority of the peop¢ the economic level, Arab states need to redihee
dominance of the public sector over the economye ghe private sector a more essential role in @cin
development, as well as promoting foreign investmiand ensuring an attractive investment envirorimen

A case study on the application of liberalism imd#m has also been carried out. This case studyédwlswith
the social and economic situations in Jordan amd attempts to apply some aspects of liberalismha t
Jordanian society and economy.

The results showed that Jordan has achieved somglogenent in turning to social liberalism, which is
beneficial for both the political regime and theopke in spite of many social problems which stilvk to be
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solved like poverty and unemployment. On the otiard, there have been some attempts to apply sspeeta
of economic liberalism in Jordan but the resultsemaot encouraging because there are still manpgesa
which should be done to enhance the readines®aitéte to liberalism.
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