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Abstract

The paper examines Awolowo’s theory of mental miaglie and how it can contribute to the debate on the
achievement of good governance in Nigeria. Therthbarps on a person’s ability to subvert the human
desires that crave selfish interest and crass iaksen. Basically, it is about good governance wihis
defined in terms of transparency, accountabilibgial justice, fairness, equity and selflessnessays that
leaders engage in corrupt practices and selfishtsstause they lack complete education, which Awolo
links with the development of mind, body and brain,embodiment of mental magnitude. It is the bétiat
leaders need to tame their appetite and emotioth,eambrace discipline as a value in order to achieve
effective governance and development in society.
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1. Introduction

The greatest challenge that faces Nigeria todthaisof good governance, though this may not becalgar
problem to Nigeria as some countries in the Middest, Asia and Africa are currently facing politica
storming sessions. For Nigeria, there is somettiiagmakes its problems unique. In spite of thendance

in both material and human resources, Nigeria resnane of the poorest countries in the world, best
illustrated by its institutional and structural dgcand represented by high level of poverty, disgas
ignorance and superstition. Nigeria is a typicaregle of a country with this problem of povertynégance,
disease and superstition. At present it ranks skdonthe UNDP Low Human Development index
(2007/2008) in spite of the fact that it is curtgmiccupying the 8 position among the countries producing
oil in the world. Thus, in the country poverty hagually become a culture, while a handful of editare
living in affluence. Indeed, Trask (2004, p. 10pkaes the situation when he says that those Isader
entrusted with the resources of their countriesepr®d enrich themselves using political meansrehg
increase their wealth. Here it is right to conclticiet self-interest remains stronger, in the mihtligerian
leaders (politicians), than the need to meet trsich@eeds of the citizens. It is this kind of expece that
informs Nyerere’s (2009) conclusion that bad goweent is not generally interested in eradicatingguov

On this note, Plato is justified to have obsenret bne of the evils of political life is the mastmgreed of
politicians. Awolowo reaches the same conclusiotig analysis of leadership and good governance in
Nigeria. This paper examines Awolowo’s theory ofriaé magnitude and its connection with the issue of
leadership and good governance in Nigeria and arthat to achieve good governance Nigerian |leaateats
the citizens alike, must tame their appetite andrage discipline as a value now that the country is
struggling to attract international business pagie Nigeria.

2. Awolowo’s Theory of Mental Magnitude and the Hunan Nature.

Awolowo identifies corruption and selfishness as itiajor factors that have brought a decline to hags’
living condition; incidentally, this condition haecently brought about political instability in ticeuntry.
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Awolowo seeks to establish an egalitarian socidtg, People’s Republicwhere in each case, good
governance becomes a desirable value. InterestiAglglowo’s society, just like Plato’s, in his ovtime,
consists of different social classes each repregdifierent value interests. The three classeswoléwo’s
Nigerian society are the educated class which stmgf professional people, teachers and clerles; th
enlightened class, consists of traders and artisaugs lastly the ignorant masses (Adegbesan: 1988).
Awolowo believes that government is meant to entheevell-being of these various groups in the etyci
hence, the reason for the notion that Nigeria desethe best political order that will promote sbgistice

and engender equity. Awolowo expresses this natidis theory of mental magnitude.

In Awolowo’s view, the theory of mental magnitudests on the philosophical belief that the mental
(reasoning is superior to the physical element of a persdmelief that places reflective thinking at therthea
of human actions. Given this basic belief, therefaommonsense holds that human desires and actians
only be defended reasonably when they follow thogatie of reason. This theory emanates from Awolgwo’
attempt to understand the nature of man which Re®gunmodede (1986, p. 56) believes that Awolowo
acquires through his “close observation, and petdsstndy and experience of human nature itselfiébd, it
reflects in Awolowo’s conception of the nature cimas indicated by Ogunmodede in his interview with
him. According to him, Awolowo postulates two difé@t conceptions of the nature of man, namely, “the
Grecian dualist descriptions of mind and body dedXudaic tripartite description of mind, body apdit.”

He believes that Awolowo seems to be using it faitigal strategy. In his contention, Awolowo ugsés
Grecian model among the freethinkers while he ttsesripartite model among the Christians. It iviobs
that Awolowo’s main objective, in either case,dshow that man has a complex nature.

Like Plato, he acknowledges the existence of thlrand body, but goes further to divide the mirid two,
namely, consciousand subconsciougphases. The conscious phase is sub-divided intoswetors: the
objectiveand thesubjectiveminds. The subconscious phase is also sub-dividied unconscious and
superconscious minds. Awolowo sees the subjectivel ms the seat of thinking and reasoning while the
objective mind is connected to the faculties ofirmgesmelling, feeling, tasting and hearing. Hankisi the
objective mind needs an object to be able to fonctivhile the subjective mind does not require alojgct
since it is purely mental. Its functions includesetvation, imagination, inference and others. Iddéee
most active phases of the mind are the subjectidesabconscious minds. The subconscious mind isigdly
(a network of automatic nerve), mental (becaussaisons deductively) and spiritual, at leasttivésessence
of God. As Awolowo (1968, p. 212) has posited “thibconscious mind, being as we have describegkitti
and cannot be object of instruction or educatibis the projection of the GOD ESSENCE into marg an
therefore, the same as that ESSENCE in the kindjaality, and only differs from it in degree.” Avmlo’s
reason for saying that the subconscious mind i®dotable must be due to its spiritual nature.

The principle behind Awolowo’s mental magnitudetiat it is necessary to allorgason(that is, reflective
thinking) to control human instincts and emotiohattmake us behave like animals. Thus, the thebry o
mental magnitude is about a person’s ability toveutithe human desires that crave selfish intemredtcrass
materialism. The theory is borne out of Awolowotsservation that most leaders lack the basic ingresiof
leadership, namelgelf-discipline He shares this view with Plato who has earliesepbed that the interests
of the politicians are sometimes in conflict wittetinterest of the people, especially when thetipiains’
desire is simply to satisfy their needs. Plato skedink between this desire and the politicianstincts and
emotions, hence his belief thaasonshould be allowed to control those instincts amoétons which push
them to crave material things.

Generally, the notion held by Awolowo concerning ttonduct of the leaders in the State points tdabie
that, at times, leaders are ruledibstincts Gen. Buhari (rtd), a Nigerian, who lost in a Rdtestial election
conducted recently in Nigeria, seems to repredanatview. Buhari, a Muslim has lost election and hi
faithful have gone out to incite the street urcalgajiri) in Northern Nigeria against the Chrésts who he
claimed ‘stole his mandate’ for their Christian threr from the South, leading to the maiming antinglof
those perceived to have voted for Dr. JonathanAwolowo, instincts like this predispose these leade
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emotionalism and impulsiveness. Here Awolowo groepstion into positive and negative emotions. He
identifies positive emotions with curiosity, creeness, and competitiveness and so on while negativ
emotions are classified as anger, rage, fury, ptignaaggression and others (Awolowo, 1968). Indeed
Awolowo’s argument is that sometimes negative eomstimay have serious impact on the life of indigldu
and this may result to injuries against oneself@hers. At this point, Awolowo tries to forge akibetween
human nature and human actions which may sometivodsat variance.

To ensure a disciplined personality and transparentiuct in governance, leaders are supposed fiede
from negative emotions such as fear, anxiety, tetger, envy and selfishness. Besides, they aagdiol
indulging in wrong food, drink and immoral cravifiy sex. As he exclaims, a negative emotion isah re
danger to health and physical well-being, and d&mosif to the principle behind good governance, rigme
love.As we shall see presently love is a strong fane&wolowo’s political arrangement. This is the Heigf
Obafemi Awolow’s dialectic theory which harps on
love as the linchpin of good governance. Love, for Aevab, epitomizes justice and fairness; and good
governance, therefore, is a translation of theudictlove your neighbour as yourself” to a practiaetion.

3. Corruption and the Problem of Governance in Nigea.

One fundamental issue in Awolowo’s thought thatpkes the search for good governance in Nigeriadas
do with the state of development in Nigeria. Nigeg a typical example that can be used to illtettiae
African problems. By the time the British colonedministration winds up in Nigeria three major éthn
groups, namely, Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba have emelgespite of their differences as regards mattérs
national interest, one thing seems to unite thedhthat is the way they expropriate the nation'®ueses.
The situation looks exactly like the current spaftéligerian leaders’ recklessness as captured tkirida
(2007, p. 221) where he contends that “everybodytswine best thing in life for himself at the expeof his
fellowmen. The dividend of democracy is more haiglébr the poor and life more abundant for the fcdi
elites.” Because of the reckless attitude of tteées Awolowo has to conclude that capitalism harbo
selfishness, corruption, fraudulent practices am#ted greed because the capitalist economic system
accommodates fraudulent practices. However, titeelopments tend to suggest that Nigeria’s aneedd
Africa’s problem is more of leadership than theremuic system in place.

The greatest problem in Nigeria that is militatagainst its development has been the problem ofédant
and corrupt practices. This problem has become ammplace in Africa, culminating as the case mayrbe i
the crises currently ravaging, like whirlwind, No#frica where a political storm has swept therentegion
and left in its trail the deposition or death ofrfeer leaders.

In the traditional African setting, democratic pictl succession is alien to African rulers as sgson to
any political office is usually done through inharice. For instance, a king may spend sixty yearthe
throne as long as he enjoys the support of his Ipeapd his health is sound enough to sustain his
administration; and when he dies his eldest soaritththe position. In Africa, typical examplesle&ders
who keep faith with this tradition include Roberulyabe of Zimbabwe, Paul Biya of Cameroon, Nguema
Mbasogo of Equatorial Guinea, Santos of Angolasmcral others. These are leaders who have dettided
sustain the tradition inherited from their ancestdo those of us who may not be aware of it, Menéof
Uganda and Blaise Campore of Burkina Faso, Mubaf&gypt and Gaddafi of Libya get to office through
military exploit but decide to remain there in arde defend this culture of inheritance (The Nation
Nigeria’s Daily Newspaper, March 6, 2011).

The myth, if there is any one at all, that surrautite culture of political inheritance in Africacently got
shattered as a result of the death of Mohammed Bniua graduate who was beaten by some local
authorities in Tunisia. Mohammed, a street vendtrgse wheelbarrow was seized by some local official
had to set himself on fire in order to end his mabée life. The protests that followed ended thmite of the
President of Tunisia, engulfed Egypt and Libya wtilconsumed the latter's leader, and spreadherot
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Arab countries. Uganda and Burkina Faso are cuyrenigulfed in crises because of poverty and diseas
which have become endemic in Africa. Most of thesantries fall within the Low Human Development
index with a very low GDP. African continent rem&the poorest continent in the world and Nigermaaims
the underdog in this respect. Its development kas Btunted for years because of the attitudes lefaders.

In most of these countries, water is obtained fpmmds and streams; this problem has exposed thpbepteo
deadly diseases since drinkable waters are ravahyd.

In Nigeria poverty stares the faces of the mass$éeveaders stack money in foreign banks and larigire

for their children. Ologbenla (2007, p. 107) istpic about the level of corrupt practices in Nigethat he

has to remark that “in Nigeria, corruption has rered a pervasive social phenomenon. It is a un@ers
practice found in all spheres of life.” Supportitigs view is a survey on corruption index condudbgd
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) anch3parency International (IT). Among the five
most corrupt countries in the world Nigeria ranke®l same as Tanzania, a little better than HondLtag
Paraguay 1.5 and Cameroun 1.4 (Ologbenla, 20QQ 7). Between April 2004 and June 2006, Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) recoverent 88 billion from financial criminals ( Enweremadu
2010: 9). The regime of Olusegun Obasanjo whendsawmilitary Head of State could not explain ho2v N
billion disappeared from the state account, whilessPOkigbo Report is said to have indicted Babaagid
account of his inability to explain how $ 12.4 toifi accrued from Gulf War oil sales was spent (Okrga,
2007, p. 109). Abacha was an adept in corruptiatingdooted a sum of $107 billion from the state@amt

and kept this amount in foreign banks. Many stateegnors had been alleged to have milked theiestat
notably Governor Dariye of Plateau State, and Atgi@seigha of Bayelsa State who were alleged to have
misappropriated the fund that belonged to theiteStarhis same tradition has been maintained farsym
Nigeria’'s National Assembly, which is supposed #wgole honorable men and women. Former Speaker of
Nigerian House of Assembly, Bankole and his Depuigycurrently being investigated for corrupt preesi
while in office

It appears Nigeria is not alone in this cultureofruption. Indeed, there are many leaders incAfithose
actions have left their countries in abeyancermseof development. For instance, Biya is saigpegnsl most

of his time in Switzerland at the Hotel Inter Comtiital Geneva. In 2009 he spends $40,000 a da$ batdl
rooms. In 2006, Nguesso of Congo Brazzaville spendse than $260,000 a day to accommodate his
numerous family members and entourage to the Umittbns General Assembly (The Nation, Nigeria's
Daily Newspaper, March 6, 2011). Many of these ¢toes fall within the UNDP Low Human Development
index, and have low enrolment rate in their edoceti programmes (UNDP, 2007/2008). Most of these
leaders are those Awolowo think have not develofwir mind and brain. Awolowo would probably
conclude that their mind is underdeveloped, thahgly have catered to their body in terms of theltivdhey
acquired. For Awolowo, leaders like this are nbtdilead in Africa.

4. Leadership, Education and Good Governance.

The issue of leadership and good governance isrmanat toAwolowo’s political thought. Awolowo sees
the test of good governance in terms of the presienv of a peaceful and just social order with deniange

of opportunities such as liberty, fairness, goodoagion and legal equality among others. Reallg,gtest
for good governancis notpeculiar to Nigeria; it is now a global issidyerere (2009) is deeply concerned,
at a time, about the level of poverty in Africaatthe has to conclude that “poverty is an enemgoafd
governance especially if it is shared in a grosstequal manner.” This problem often occurs when,
according to Ojomo, (2006, p. 237) “African rul¢ase not) able to transcend the historical backgiduom
which many of their countries socio-political prebis have developed.” The corollary of this matahat
Nigeria leaders and indeed, African leaders abéitheir responsibilities, turn the citizens to pensp
because of their corrupt, selfish and frauduleattices and enforce forceful compliance to ruleb@state.

Awolowo believes that corruption arises when a ée=dmind is not developed. In his analysis, Awobow
gives us a picture of a corrupt mind that cravethbadesires, who is unable to control his/herigeand
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impulse. Those individuals who possess this minfiise:t difficult to control their appetite. Henctihey are
swept by the tides of their desire and impulse. lwwo alludes to this point in his efforts to expldiow
some individuals are sometimes enslaved by thsiinicts and emotions.

Awolowo does not hesitate to link the structurataein Nigeria to the economic system in place, elgm
capitalism while he holds the leaders responsibietie country’s underdevelopment. Like Plato, is h
analysis of the Athenian politics, Awolowo beliewbat leaders who lack genuine insight into whajded
for Nigeria are those ruling. While Plato feels fireblem arises from lack of education, which Aweto
accepts, he still thinks that the leaders’ reftsallowreason(that is, reflective thinking) to permeate their
actions is the bane behind Nigeria’s problems. Awal links good governance to rational actions.

Awolowo approaches Nigeria’'s political developm&ptn the standpoint of social transformation, namel
the removal of ignorance and illiteracy among thieens, and the education of the leaders. Awoleees
ignorance and illiteracy as the major impedimenth® achievement of good governance, a problem that
often manifests in two basic areas. These are énatteas of illiterate electorate who aid riggingl an
incompetent leaders who aid corrupt individualthimm society. Awolowo contends that education isiiregl

to create an educated electorate in the societyaarhe aptly puts it, “I have insisted, again agdin, an
educated citizenry is indispensable to the satisfgpractice of democracy.”

Indeed, Awolowo submits that good leadership iseaessary condition for administrative competence,
though may not be sufficient for good governaneethis regard, good governance is defined in tesis
adherence to accountability, transparency, the afldaw and human rights policies. Besides, good
governance is laced with love, social justice, ggand fairness. Leadership, therefore, involveaktwto
translate these values (love, justice and fairniesg)reality. At this point, he decides to conduithat any
leader that is desirous of leading his/her coumugt be educated and highly disciplined.

Awolowo defines true education as the developméhe mind, body and brain. At this point, Awolowo
distinguishes between education that focuses onisitign of certificates and laurels, and educatioat
involves the development of the ‘whole person’. &ation in the former sense does not involve theation
of the body, mind and brain while in the latter s2education is holistic. It is a form of educatihich
injects into an individual the ability to refleah dis/her actions, thought and deeds. In this thgawvolowo
contends, if a man’s body is developed and hiswad mind are not developed he stands to be ¢xglddn
the other hand, if a man’s mind is developed andtain and body are not developed he becomeigmte
fanatic, pessimistic and fatalistic. Those who gega terrorism for religious purpose fall withihig
category. Nevertheless, this is where Awolowo thiaellucation can forge the links required for threfions
of the body, brain and mind. So, he is cocksuretti@se who acquire the right education are thdse ave
cultivated the regime of mental magnitude, seltigiine and spiritual depth. Meanwhile, Awolowolebry
of mental magnitude is vulnerable to attack sin@c®es not tell us how we can forge a link betwesson
and human emotions, feelings and so on, even wa&sonmay sometimes need emotion to be able to
perform its function.

Awolowo does not see in Nigeria and indeed Afsoah leaders who have acquired the right education,
namely, (i.e. develop their mind, body and brairbéoreflective enough to understand the effectheif
actions on others), a principle that defines thkivation of the regime of mental magnitude. Pedhap
Awolowo seems to be referring to Laurent Gbagbtvofy Coast a Professor of History who loses etecti
but insists staying in office and Gen, Muhammadhd@ii(rtd) of Nigeria who loses election but allokis
supporters to incite his Muslim co-patriots agathstsame citizens he pledges to serve. Individikeaghis
do not fall within the precinct of Awolowo’s leaddip paradigm. Thus, Awolowo’s argument is thattfar
purpose of effective governance in Africa those valspire to leadership must be those who are rwed b
reason rather than by negative emotion. It is amlris respect that leaders can understand tieatehtral
concern of any government is how to meet the nettle entire citizens.
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Awolowo’s strong support for the theory of morahdiership has been expressed explicitly in his wiffe
works. From the various discussions he has hadtdkadership, he has tried to link leadership with
individuals’ ability to exercise self-discipline dself-control in their actions. Awolowo has nostreis oar

on self-discipline he has also insisted that lovestmmediate in the actions and deeds of such ithatas
since love is the epitome of leadership. Awolowobably forgets that a disciplined leader may somesi
turn out to be inefficient administratively espdigiavhen he lacks what Robbins and Judge (200748)
classify as “a highly analytical mind, a compellivigion and terrific ideas.” Though his moral |eestep
traits represent what Nigeria leaders require tadde able to change the face of the country, miestess,
there is still the need for such leaders to hawomi foresight, dynamism, pro-activeness, emotiona
intelligence and empathy to turn things around. fowmo acknowledges the essential nature of these
attributes, nevertheless, his argument is thapite ©f the high profiles of Nigerian leaders mariythem
have refused to understand that leadership esgilsce to the people.

Interestingly, Awolowo introduces two forms of edtion, one for the masses and the other one for the
leaders. His major concern for the masses is t@aduhem so that they can overcome the problem of
ignorance, illiteracy and superstition. The leadersto receive a higher education that will fiegirt mind
from instinctual enslavement. It is this notionttAavolowo has in mind which leads to the introdoatiof
Universal Primary Education in Western Nigeria. ptebably thinks that basic education is enough to
liberate the people from ignorance and superstitibite the leaders are exposed to rigorous edutatfoch
bothers on his theory of mental magnitude. Froms #rrangement, Awolowo’s Universal Education is
designed to make the ordinary citizens literatermestessarily educated. Dabney identifies this vacirnu
Awolowo’s thought, hence he does not hesitate toind him of the fact that “the provision of univats
education does not necessarily imply that peopleb&i educated.”(cited in Simpson, 2006, p. 50).réo
important, however, is the fact that we are no¢ sulnether the type of education Awolowo envisagése
capable of developing the people’s mind, body améhb

The fact that Awolowo canvasses for a special eiturtdor the leaders, indeed, shows the serioushess
attaches to their education. Ironically, Plato éadier held a view to the effect that the Statedseto have a
special education for the Guardians. Awolowo’s rafie to demonstrate his faith in Plato’s educational
arrangement vis-a-vis the training of the guardiemsst have informed his special education, namely,
education that develops the individuals’ mind, badd brain. Awolowo thinks African leaders neeavalil
themselves of the opportunities such educationr®fes it will assist them to manage the affairsheir
countries effectively. Popper will probably remihitn, as he does to Plato, that he confuses hisytzew
practice of education by linking it with the thearf/leadership. The only thing, Awolowo seems toeha
which is not likely to be open to Popper, is thAtvolowo is so passionate about his belief that ag to
bring in God to strengthen his theory of leadershigpa-vis governance. It is obvious that Poppet an
Awolowo do not operate on the same plane. Awoloemourses to theodicy for a possible solution to
Africa’s problems, perhaps he thinks this is thyaption left for him when the human factor fails.

5. Philosophical Import of Awolowo’s Theory of Mentl Magnitude

The theory of mental magnitude stems from the bétiat a person is composed of body, mind and brain
According to Awolowo, man is a physical being thassesses a body with various organs, nervesesissu
and innumerable cells. Apart from his facultiesefises, namely sight, hearing, touch, taste, aetl, srman
also has innate dispositions, which Awolowo cadigincts(Awolowo, 1968, p. 212). Awolowo draws a line
between senses and instincts. In his view, theiphlysenses are man’s instruments for observaaivalysis,
judgment, reflection, and reason. The instinctstt@nother hands, predisposed man to emotionalisim a
impulsiveness. Such psychological dispositions @&geg rage fury, curiosity, creativeness and
competitiveness are classified either as negatiymsitive emotions; however, Awolowo is concermeéth
the impact of negative emotions on the life of iidiuals. In his contention;

at the mere sight of the object of hate trang emotion

of anger wells up in the mind...and the nes/processes are
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...set in motion. When this emotion beconte®ic, it has

a way of ordering one or more of the viatergans into action
without any specific relation to the objettanger or hate . When
this stage is reached one or more of theesergans, may be
seriously and permanently injured.

For instance, emotion of anger can be transfewea fellow human being, when this occurred amoreg th
political class the principle of love is overshadmvAwolowo sees love as the linchpin of politiaelivities;
at this point he demonstrates his allegiance taligi® as a political theory.

Awolowo’s theory of mental magnitude explores thisngple of political idealism, namely, that potis
should be based on moral order, political normsraatdral justice in order to explain political ptiges. It
says that there are some universal moral valuésaéineserve as springboard for political life.dhtends that
as a moral agent man can sometimes rise aboveuistie nature to pursue a selfless service to nank
(Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2010). Itethefs the view that human beings should be ablertoa
their desires through reason and work for the ieokbthers (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosop2910).
Thus the theory represents a philosophical tradifat projects the idealist principle, namelyt tinarality
cannot be divorced from politics. It is opposedptditical realism which contends that human beiags
inherently egoistic, hence may sometimes ignoreahmimciples in their actions to their fellow memimen.

Political realism is a theory in international t&as which tries to explain political relations ang
nation-states. It is said “to focus on the needthic of ensuring that the relevant agent (poétigination,
culture) must ensure its own survival by securisgivn needs and interests before it looks to #ezls of
others” ( Moseley, 2005). Thus, realists affirm theority of self-interest over morality (Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2010).Thucydides id $aibe the first exponent of political realismigh his
thought does not follow the Machiavellian traditiafi realpolitik or scientific neorealism (Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2010) and those of Mamgenthau and Reinhold Neibuhr who represent the
modern day political idealists. When domesticapetitical realism or idealism as a political theory
explains why some individuals act sometimes wittelor no regard for morality in politics. Thisesas to be
the contention in Awolowo’s theory of mental magui¢, where some individuals try to elevate selfiest
above moral values, that is, values consideree timbdamental to social relations.

Awolowo acknowledges the strength of political i&al in politico- economic order, especially theqaaf
selfishness in political process. He knows thatatikyris a mere construct in political practice Mgetheless,

his argument is that there are still some universatal values that should guide the political Id&
individuals and states. He thinks individuals skobk able to draw a line between self-interest and
selfishness, the latter which proves to be desteiéh socio-political relations. That seems to gess that
self-interest, if not guided, may degenerate téissgiess. Indeed, in Nigeria, selfishness or sefftedness

is the bane of political process, and this is whablowo thinks aptly defines the world of the piél class.
Self-centredness or selfishness breeds corrugtaundulent practices and nepotism.

In Awolowo’s opinion, corruption arises from und¢wilable desire for material wealth. He does rex s
how wealth or fame can define individual's life. fte political level, the theory of mental magniud
requires that individuals, especially leaders sth@lihce their actions on scales from time to time allow
such actions to be tested against ethical convistid/hile mental magnitude constitutes an ethicallenge
to leaders, citizens, too, require the dictateeakonin order to tame their emotions and instincts.

6. Conclusion
Since the exit of imperial powers in Nigeria, p@of successive administrations or governments haen

designed primarily to achieve the desires of tHéipal class. The various governments in powerehaad it
difficult to integrate the needs of their peoplitheir policies, thus a gap has been createdstord the
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citizens from being able to agitate for their righithe current crises in Nigeria, the Boko Haramotést acts,
insecurity, and political assassination constitilie greatest challenge in Nigeria’s political higtdt is

argued in this paper that Awolowo’s ideals on lealip and good governance promise a great relighfo
country’s political process. Awolowo’s concern fgsod governance harps on the desirability of bdifeer
for the citizens, its achievement can only comemiine leaders are well disciplined and educated za@
ready to allow reason to control their actions stinet justice, fairness and equity constitute ursaemoral
values in the society. In this regard, Nigeria deseto have responsive government, and this mgiy lvéth

the application of the basic tenets of Awolowo’sdhy of mental magnitude.
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