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Abstract

This paper examines the effect of mother educatioprevention of home accident among preschootiail in
llesa Metropolitan city. The study adopted survegthod in data collection using structured questiinen
Cluster random sampling technique was adopted basdte two Local governments in the city. 187 mgs
mothers from both Local Governments were intervikw&he data collected were analysed using both
descriptive and inferential statistics. Findinggaea@ed that there is highly significant differermtween mothers’
knowledge and their education attainmept30.93; p-value=0.0000) indicating that level ofuedtion
attainment has significant difference on the leseknowledge regarding the causes and preventiomoafe
accident among pre-school children. Furthermorme réisult shows a high level of significant diffecterbetween
mothers’ age and the level of knowledge displaytt@causes and prevention of home accidemt$8.78; p-
value=0.0000). This indicates that the older a mioth the more knowledge she would have acquircfdraas
home accidents are concern. The study recommeraishtgh premium should be placed on educational
programme on home accidents and how it could beagexthif it occurs, especially for mothers who hpwe-
school children. This may be part of both Pre aadtfatal training programme in hospitals. Alsojdemaged
mothers need be monitored and educated by expedenothers and Community Health workers on theasaus
and prevention of home accidents among pre-schysothildren and that we should be our brothergpkee
Keywords: Home Accident, Mother's Age, Mother's Educatiorg-Bchool Children

1. Introduction

Accidents among preschool children have been ifietitias important problems that need active reduocti
intervention as they cause injuries, deformitied possibly death. Accidents are major of the feading causes
of death in industrialized and developing countii&®ldman, 1996 and Stanhope and Lancaster, 199@). T
prevalence of occurrence, prevention and safetysaregput in place is a function of mothers’ edwratiThis
underscores the need for educational programs édnens on how to prevent the occurrence of accidienthe
home. A survey on the level of knowledge of thesesy prevention and practice of parent when actsdsstur
will guide in the area of knowledge to be impartbdough a functional educational programme either b
community health workers or general public enligihtent programmes as injuries arising from homedaecis
increase community health problems.

The Nursing mother is a woman looking after a babgnediately after delivery up to the time the chigd
weaned. She provides for the needs of the chilth pbysical and psychological. According to Cre@<#99) a
mother is a nation builder, she lays the foundatiith the children she bears. The quality of théamatherefore
depends on the quality of her children. The dayoanan becomes a mother, she assumed a great rdsliynsi
which she must bear with the confidence that is lmétkknowledge and a feeling of adequacy.

It is a true saying that education improves pespleays of life and gives way for enlightenmentstHa past
accidents were the leading cause of death amongeedbns aged on to thirty eight (National Safetuzil
2000) for children aged one to fourteen years,derits claims more lives than six leading disea$ésflaenza
and pneumonia, tuberculosis, diphtheria, typhoid areasles combined with these kinds of statist@dants
risks are not to be taken lightly.

A child’s safety is the mother’s responsibility.istan awesome responsibility which unfortunatslyeilt most
strongly when a child is hurt in an accident. Motheel guilty despite the fact that accidentstayraheir very
definition unanticipated and unintended. Howevédrewthey do occur, it does not lessen the guilscimusness.
Children are constantly exposed to hazard andymgsotection will never be enough. Protection nhesbuilt
in. The child himself must learn about the riskdangers he faces and how to avoid taking undue Sskne
safety experts believe that most accidents areeptable, and when they are not, the injuries thatilt from
them often are. Lesperance (1997) asserted thdtinjoses are preventable and that people terfulame their
injuries on "accidents.”" He stressed that wherseswf most accidents are examined, it will beisedlthat the
accidents are actually the result of predictablé preventable occurrences. He illustrates thuspess you
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know you are driving with bad tyres. If one of théhows out, causing you to lose control of the aaal crash,
this is not an accident. It's a predictable and/er¢able event. Therefore, to prevent injuries ptemust accept
responsibility for their actions and must take ol steps to eliminate safety hazards.

2.0 Review of Literature and Empirical Studies
2.1 Concept of Accident
Some statements according to Iroezi (2000) temdveal the intricate meaning(s) of Accidents:

0] Had | known

(ii) Oh, if | had seen it;

(iii) If I had been there

(iv) If I had done it by myself

(v) If I had warned him;

(vi) If I had not left it there;

(vii) If I had remarked or picked it up;
(viii) If I had taught him how to use it;
(ix) If I had taken that way;

x) | should have kept quiet

(xi) | should have spoken louder
(xii) I should have taken it from him.

Accident is a human experience which exposes tite stf imperfection of human nature. It is a wonthsly
coined by man to explain off, use as excuse faruanstances beyond his control due to the impededti
being mere human.

Accident is an unplanned, unexpected, unanticipateghintended act or event in a sequence of ev@nsts
which result into damage of property, injury, deatltombination of all. Udoh (2006) and HastrupQ@pCiting
Arbous (1961) described accident as a Chain ofteveach of which is planned or controlled. Thecews an
unplanned event which being the result of someacthe part of individual, may or May not restult® injury.
Udoh (2006) and Hastrup (2006) earlier opined #ratevent could be classified as accident by a degfe
expectation of event (b) degree of avoid-abilitd 40) degree of intention. Accidents are genereltygsified as
home, road / traffic and workplace accidents.

According to Allender and Spradly (200Bc¢cidents are unforeseen and unfortunate happe8umgrisingly,
most serious home accidents happen in the livimgmroAccording to Wong Chin Khoon (2002), home is a
wonderful place to care for the children. Home tseve we feel safe. However, many of us are not ewst
home is also a place where dangers lurk. He refauehe dangers that we expose our young chiltivest
home if we do not take the necessary precautions.

Also, Oyerinde, (1998) and Falawiyo, (1987) atttézliincreased in home accident the largely to ased use
of products of modern technology in the homes wghresultant increase in the complexity in theictinre and
contents of a home, hence, dwelling places aree&singly acquiring various types of hazards inrtdesign,
construction and/or maintenance, and in a varietonsumer products within the house.

The main causes of accidents in the home are faks, and burns, suffocation, choking, poisoniogts and
lacerations. Sattin et al., (1998) stressed theident is the leading cause of death and is a nra@son for
hospital admission and long term of disability ndasgs.

2.2 Empirical Studies on Home Accidents

According to Amine et al., (1998), accidents in Eggre the major cause of morbidity and mortalitghildren.
According to survey carried out in Egypt in 1998 verall prevalence of injuries indoor home emwvinent
was estimated to 72.5% among children. This né@e#ss establishment of an Egyptian National Injury
prevention program for prevention of injuries thesult from burns, falls, and poisoning among tacdéldren
and mothers.

In Jordan, accidents among children showed thaattieedance rates at health center in 1998 and W8699.1
and 7.6 per 1,000 children respectively. While altendance rates at the hospital emergency departneng
this year 50.6per 1000 children respectively (Sheata, 1998). Although, injuries affect all poputati groups,
mothers and children are at particular risk oflfatpury or permanent disability from these injgié@Moustafa,
1995).

In a similar studies in Lebanon by local specialisttowed that 40%o0f accidents reported in emergesmys
occur at home, with most of these leading to deatiermanent dis-ability (Kanafani, 2000)

Even in the Developed Countries, children pre-stlamgoidents are prevalent. In United States, adogrtb
National Safe kids Campaign (2000), unintentiom@ihry remains the leading cause of death amonglrehil
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ages 14and under in United States. In (2000), 5c688ren aged 14 and under died from unintentidmaties.
These injuries have enormous financial, emotiondlsocial effects on not only the child and theifatout also
on the community and society as a whole.
According to the National Safety Council Report {2)) each year seven million Americans suffer diegb
injuries and another 28,800 die as a result ofrieguthat happen at home. Falls are the leadingecad
hospitalized traumatic brain injuries for childreges 5 and younger and for adults ages 55 and older
In Nigeria, Oyerinde and Obiyemi (2002) paper idfesd the major risk factors and the occurrencaadidents
in the home resulting from these hazards in lltsinship. Their findings show that the followingziaads lead
to home accidents: unswitched off electrical apyés, lit candles, lamps, matches, faulty eledtdoanections,
over-cooked or fried oil, boiling water, drugs, eablades, pins or nails, kitchen knives, can opgrgeces of
broken bottles or plates, damaged furniture, tays atensils, hostility in the family due to variotsasons,
carelessness of the house maids, stairs, slippeoysfetc. They recommended that more research Wwerk
carried out to identify the relative effectivenedsreduction of household hazards and health educat the
prevention of accidents in the homes.
According to Ibrahim, (1994) and John, (1999), ¥@ercent of deaths due to home accidents are e if
preventive measures are taken to avoid accideritsy Brgued that if the mother knows these preventiv
measures and magnitude of accidents, ignoranceegigjence of the mother that are the fundameatages of
accidents will be reduced. Therefore, it is examitigat mother knowledge, attitude and practice prévent
accidents at home.
As observed earlier, Majority of accidents in thmme are preventable (Oyerinde, 1988Folawiyo, 1988).
Hence Ibrahim, (19949bserves that parents in all communities neededla mnge of educational counseling
about how to prevent accidents in all communitiesded a wide range of educational counseling atowrtto
prevent accidents that injure children. Injury mmetion requires acute observation skills in noticpotential
safety hazards and collaborative skills in workikigh others to rectify unsafe conditions to promptrsonal
safety (Hitchcock, 1999).
2.3 Risk factor for home accidents:
According to Iroezi (2001) Instruments of Home detits are these physical things like:
Slippery floor, due to water or oil or slimy liquah the floor.
Electrical gadgets that are faulty e.g. fans, wadlkets, exposed wires etc.
Toys and bicycles ridden near the steps or unewdaces.
Barefooted walk over sharp objects.
Pointed Objects: Toothpicks, pins, needles, bina#ls, injection needles etc.
Sharp Blades, knives, scissors.
Steps / stair case.
Climbing of stools by children
Fire-some lazy women always send children to makeof light up gas cooker, without checking
safety first.

I Unkempt Yard: with broken bottles, nails, rustystiminc, sharp sticks.

k. Drugs: Can be mistakenly taken by children forgthar the sweetness or to imitate a senior family

member. The sickly person can also overdose hefd@fforgetful can repeat same doses.

2.4 Place of Education in Home Accidents Prevention
Education for prevention of injuries has been aftierth since the seventies in France, United StdtAsnerica,
and Australia and in some developing countries.rdpphes to education addressing parents or prisergel
children are a concern of governmental as well as-governmental institutions. Ministries of eduoati
ministries of health, or voluntary associations éaenerally initiated educational programmers; thaye
chosen either teachers, health personnel or contyrleaiders for the educational process.

According to Hossein (2009), Community healthsegr use educational interventions when teaching
safety precautions. Educational interventions, eding to her, should be providing information amt@uraging
client, groups, parents and young children to pigidie in their own health care.

Similarly, Swanson, and Nies, (1996) observed tmanmunity health nurses are in key position in
educating families about how to promote home satdiminating hazard before exposure occur, andesing
for environmental hazards that may threaten théthea
The questions then are: what is the relation betwaether’s education and home accident preventidoés
education, demonstrated through knowledge displaykdn home accident occurs, has any effect on home
accident prevention?

This study attempts to describe the effect ofrrads education in relation to home accident pr&éean

—TSe@ e oo0op
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among preschool children in metropolitan city efsk.

Specifically, two hypotheses are tested namely

Hou: There is no significant difference between mothedsication attainment and their knowledge aboutehom
accident prevention among preschool children inrbfmilitan City of llesa.

Ho: There is no significant difference between mothexgé and their knowledge about home accident
prevention among preschool children in Metropoli@ity of llesa.

3.0 Materials and Method:

This study adopted descriptive study design in @pgh. The sample size was 100 mothers from llesh &l
West Local Government Area respectively givingtaltof 200 with only 187 responses were found taseful.
The sample size was drawn using cluster purposindam technique. The respondents are women wiltirehi
at home. Data were collected through interview Base the structured questionnaire. The data cekketere
analysed using descriptive statistics and infea¢rgtatistics such as chi- square with the aid tttiSical
Packages for Social Scientists (SPSS) Package.

4.0 Empirical Findings:

4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents

The demographic characteristics of the respondwrrais as mother age, educational level, occupatidrfamily
size were shown in the table 1 below.

From Table 1, the age of the respondents was egtalilto determine the mother’s maturity and exyree as
relates to home accidents among pre-school childrba results in table above reveal that the mgjaf the
respondents were between 26-30years (47.1%) tB&trisspondents out of 187. These were followethbyage
bracket of below 25years (24.6%) and age bracket@B§ears (19.8%) representing 46 and 37 resposdent
respectively. These reflect that most mothers sathpke experienced and are able to give informéatiey
know about the home accidents among pre-schoalreinil

The educational level of the respondents was usedtablish their level of exposure to formal tiragnand the
results are indicated in the table above. The t®salealed that the majority of the respondentseaiucated
with minimum qualification of School Certificate dmbove. Only 8 respondents (4.3%) are illiteraligeria
Certificate in Education (NCE) or Ordinary Natioriiploma (OND) certificate (43.9%) that is 82 remdents
out of 187 and those with Higher National DiplomdND) and Degree holders represents 17.6% of the
respondents 33 respondents. Those with MastersfiQatibns were 21.9% that is 13 respondents wiibool
Certificate holders amount to 12.3% representingp@Bof 187 of the entire respondents. Therefareesthe
majority of the respondents are literates, it digdithat they were knowledgeable enough and utatsisvhat
they were doing which further strengthens the bditg of the information supplied.

The results in table 1 still shows that majoritytleé respondents are working in one place or therptLl34 of
187 respondents (71.7%) are in that category. 2&8B%te respondents indicate that they are not ingrk

The family size shows that (29.4%) of families fBathembers and (54.0%) of the mothers had two ahildin
pre-school age with the mean 1.54 and Standavéhfen 0.5.

4.2 Empirical Findings on Occurrence, Types and Mdter's Knowledge

The table 2 shows the frequency distribution ofunnce, types and mother’s knowledge regardingesof
home accidents among children.

Table (2) shows that distribution of mothers acoaydo occurrence of home accidents among theldan, it
was found that the frequency rate of home accidamsng children in llesa Metropolis was (74.9%pailse
table revealed that the knowledge of causes ang:ptien of home accidents was found to be high6e8%. as
to the type of home accident that is prevalent ajrivese pre-school children was Fall (25.1%) foddvby
Bleeding/wound (21.4%) then burns (11.4%) and ¢heekt type (3.7%) was animal bite.

4.3 Testing of Hypotheses

4.3.1  Hypothesis One

Table (3) showing chi-square result of relationsmipthers’ knowledge regarding the causes of horiewts
and mothers’ education attainment.

There is highly significant difference between navih knowledge and their education attainmegr30.93; p-
value=0.0000), hence, the null hypothesis is noepied. This indicates that level of educationimttent has
significant difference on the level of knowledggasading the causes and prevention of home accal®ong
pre-school children. Mothers’ education, therefdsea factor to be reckoned with as far as homédants
prevention are the target intention. This findisgin line with observation of Swanson and Nies,9@)%nd
Hossein (2009) that education promotes preventidrome accidents.

4.3.2  Hypothesis Two:

As regards whether there is a significant diffeeeint the knowledge display regarding the causeboofie
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accidents and mothers’ age, Table (4) below shbe/<hi-square result of relationship.

Also, the null hypothesis is not accepted at 5%iicant level. The result shows a high level ajrsficant
difference between mothers’ age and the level afwktedge display on the causes and prevention ofehom
accidents (=18.78; p-value=0.0000). This indicates that thdepla mother is the more knowledge she would
have acquired as far as home accidents are comncerherefore, experience could be the possibleaggtion

for this significant difference.

5.0 Conclusion and Recommendation

Mother’s age and educational attainment are relexaniables in determination of the knowledge diggh case

of home accidents causes and prevention as Ibr§p@®4) observed that so many accidents could k% les
serious if parents with children know what to desasn as they occur.

From this study it is obvious that mothers’ edumatimakes a significant difference in mothers’ kredge on
home accidents, the need to place an high premiumdocational programme on home accidents and tiow i
could be managed if it occurs, especially for mativeho have pre-school children. This may be pioth Pre
and Post-natal training programme in the hospitals.

Also, under-aged mothers need be monitored andageilidoy experienced mothers and Community Health
workers on the causes and prevention of home ausi@nong pre-school age children.

Finally, it is imperative that we are our brothdeséper, as the most prevalent types of home ausi@ee falling
and wounds which normally occurred both within aodside the home especially when a child begingaol

and adventure to his/her environments. When actioecurs, inexperience and nervousness may ser ithé
under-aged mothers, hence, unable to display aowlkalge previously learnt. The assistance of hagghteurs

is of essence at such a time.
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Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of the Resporahts

Frequency N=187 Percentage
Below 25years 46 24.6
26-30years 88 47.1
Age 31-35years 14 7.5
36-40years 37 19.8
Above 40years 2 1.1
School Cert 23 12.3
NCE/OND 82 43.9
Education HND/Degree 33 17.6
Masters 41 21.9
llliterate 8 4.3
Occupation Working | 134 71.7
Not working 53 28.3
3 members 55 29.4
4 members 24 12.8
Family size 5 members 24 12.8
6 members 46 24.6
7 members 38 20.3
Mean=4.94; SD=1.5
No of pre-school 1 child 86 46.0
children 2 children 101 54.0
Mean= 1.54; SD= 0.5

Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2013

226



Journal of Education and Practice

ISSN 2222-1735 (Paper) ISSN 2222-288X (Online)

Vol.4, No.11, 2013

www.iiste.org

iy

ISt

Table 2 showing frequency and percentage distributioof variables

Frequency Percentage
N=187
Not Occurred 47 25.1
Occurrence
Occurred 140 74.9
Knowledge 125 66.8
Knowledge
No Knowledge 62 33.2
Non-occurrence 47 25.2
Bite 7 3.7
Bleeding/wound 40 21.4
) Burns 22 11.8
Type of Accident :
Electric 8 4.3
Fall 47 25.1
Poison 4.3
Suffocate 4.3

Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2013

Table 3 showing chi-square result of relationship mthers’ knowledge regarding the causes of home
accidents and mothers’ education attainment

Knowledge [School Cert |[NCE/ONC HND/Degree Masters Others .
-value

No % No % No % No % No % t

Known 23 184 37 [29.6 30 24.0 31 24.8 4 B.2
39.93 |0.000

No Knowr 0 0 45 [72.8 3 4.8 10 16.1 4 6.5

Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2013

Table 4 showing chi-square result of relationship mthers’ knowledge regarding the causes of home
accidents and mothers’ age

AGE Below 25year{26-30years [31-35years 36-40years ﬁg;gaers K P-Value
No % No % No % No % No %

Known 30 65.2 48 (4.5 |14 100 31 83.8 |2 100 [18.78 |0.0001

Not knowr 16 348 40 455 [0 0.0 6 16.2 0 0.0

Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2013
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