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Abstract

This paper reviewed some best practices of VocatiBducation around the world. Vocational educagien

a concept provides people with a living skill tews a means of livelihood. It further addressedNigerian
experience from the pre-colonial period and posttdal experiences. Some suggested measures veere al
advanced to provide for effective implementatiorthe Vocational Education programme in Nigeria. The
paper also opined as a means which Nigerians reedfallback position in their effort towards rethec
poverty in their communities. Citizen participatias an important arm of Community Development was n
feasible as most Nigerians are intimidated withgrwon their necks in the midst of abundance. ldetie
need for Vocational Education among the youths m&ans of improving their quality of life.
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1. Introduction

Nigeria as a nation is blessed with more than 1RBompeople, spread across the six geo-politaaies of
the country with more than 150 languages spokehéwgthnic groups. It has been asserted by mamyassh
that Nigeria can be described as agrarian sodiete snore than 70% of its population engage incadfriral
practices (www.cia.gov 2011). The nation is blesaitth a vast land of 923,768 square kilometersofll
which is arable, for both commercial and subsisteiacming, as well as provision of almost all kirafs
natural resources for industrialization. Some nunddecultural Endeavours that enable people todie s
reliant. Worth mentioning is the aborigines’ antievays of meeting their economic needs before the
advent of the imperialists. The citizens of thisicioy were doing well in every facet of their lifeg in using
hand craft transmitted to them by their ancestatich help them not only to survived in the socibty
sustain the society. For instance part of the nasoknown for leather work, some known for curying
goldsmith, farming, business, etc; learning wasejyuapprenticeship which help people to graduaté wi
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their jobs. It can be right to observe that, most fvorld countries of today became what theyaara result
of good use of the vocational skills taught to tlegizens, which provided them with means of likebd, to
enable them operate above the poverty line.

Nigeria got her independence in 1960, along a ergsaf independences of countries such as IndimaCh
north and sourth korea, Ghana, Camaroon and Pakigteo formed the third world countries; but todlag
development gap between these countries and Nigasi& not be over-emphasized. Today, a lot of the
products consumed in Nigeria were imported fromoalr which intimidatingly comes from countries we
got independence along side or ahead of. Evenpifirgsboard our country started on has degeneestéa

the case of the power sector due to inadequatedkiersons and poor maintenance attitudes oflbatters
and users of the facilities.

The poor development of the Nigerian states coeltréced to the concept of education. The citizesie
given such education by the advent of the colonidé¢rs enable them to secure white collar jobs at
graduation. Today a lot have gone to such schgotgluated and living without job; which resultstfire
current high trend of unemployment that conseqyeaffect community development. People living ie th
society lack the economic capability to support ttmenmunity development or to have the skills to
implement identified community development projec&uch situation contradicts the principle of
community development projects such as self-héfizea participation as well as self- reliance.

Currently, the nation is asserted by Dunia(2014j,tthe Nigerian unemployment ratio is around 50% a
hopefully going to escalate if the intended fuddsidy is removed. He further said that the curi®® of
Nigerians living below the poverty line coupled kvihe unemployment rate in the nation, removing fue
subsidy could increase the shackles of povertyaend people to be poor. Because almost half of the
population of the country is jobless. The statemelgase by the conference of Nigerian Politicati®a
(CNPP) on this figure seems to be classing withegowent rating of unemployment which was said tatbe
14% as at the year 2011. Tube (2011) reported thatigeria, unemployment rate among youths within
the age group of 20-24 was around 40%. To be tiedfig0% of this category are jobless how muchrenaf
those between 18-20 years of age? A simple coutiteostreet is enough technique to falsify the gavent
figure of 14% unemployment rate in Nigeria.

On the other hand, (cia.gov 2011) asserted thapitisector provides 95% of foreign exchange egsand
about 80% of budgetary revenues. The GDP of themaeems to be on growth from 6% in 2008 to 7% in
2009 and 8.4% in 2011(cia.gov2011) such figure,ldvbave been higher if not for our over dependerce
the oil sector in Nigeria. It was also revealed d@me source that, the current Nigerian labour force
composition is put at 50.48 million people in 20@&king at the labour force base on occupatiorat T$hto

say 70% of the labour force are in agriculture, if%dustry and services. This explains why ottemie
that the government report on unemployment rafdigeria can’'t be 14% except that, at the breakdesen
could see 70% of the 50.48 million people thatsaiel to be employed in Nigeria are found to behim t
Agricultural sector (www.indexmundi.com>NIgeria).
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A question this paper would ask is how productsvagriculture in Nigeria? And how realistic is eoyhent

in the Agricultural sector in Nigeria? It was a eat development on the world food day celebratiba,
Guardian News paper reported that, Nigeria impfasl worth N 24trillion annually and have spent 862
billion per day on rice alone not to talk of fidygar and wheat. In this revelation, it was maearcthat
Nigeria spent N632billion to import wheat, N356ibih to import rice, N217billion on sugar and N9lfibin

in the year 2010. The unfortunate aspect of thpentds the fact that, Nigeria produces 500,000rim&ins of
rice but consumes 2.5 metric tons hence a supggatd gap of 2million tons of the commodity. The
country as at 2009 was having a rice demand of @&8ic tons of rice but its production was at On7é&ric
tons with a supply-demand gap of 1.88 metric t@hisafdian October, 2011).

The report which made Mimiko to conclude in the @lien news paper that, there is a great depantone f
the path of the country in 1960s when agriculturevigled the main source of employment, income and
foreign exchange earnings for Nigeria. If thishe production capability of the 70% ( said to bepkayed in

the agricultural sector) of the said 50.48 millemployed persons in Nigeria,(cia.gov 2011). Itéstdr to
hold the bull by the horn and accept the fact timmployment rate in Nigeria is above ‘50%’ (sincere
than 70% of the nation’s populace live below thegsty line) so as to help us strategize for fightpoverty

for our national community development as a whblence, the need for vocational education for pgvert
reduction: A tool for sustainable community devefmmt in Nigeria.

2. Vocational education defined

Vocational education is defined by wiseGEEK (2014 e form of education which people are provided
with practical skills that will help them to engaecareers involving manual or practical abiliti€n a
related view of the term, wikipedia (2011) definiédis a form of education or training which prepare
trainees for jobs that are based on manual oripeh@activities, traditionally non- academic, arudatly
related to a specific trade, occupation, or vocatio

However in this paper it refers to the skills whi€acquired will enable such persons to perfoasks that
will earn them a source of livelihood. Educationtbe other hand is the total experience which tesnl
positive change in human behaviour. Vocational atan may be referred to as teaching procedural
knowledge.

3. Best practices of vocational education around theworld

It can be taught in the secondary or post secon@agl and can interact with the apprenticeshigesys
(Non-Formal Education). For instance in Austral@cational Education and Training (VET) is mostly
post-secondary and provided through the vocatiedatation and training systems usually carriedbyut
registered training organizations. This system aiged both public and private providers in a naion
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training framework consisting of the Australian &ty Training Framework, Australian qualifications
Frame work and industry training packages. Thety dsi to assess standards for the different vonatio
qualification (http://www.decd.org/dataoecd).

It is worthy to note that, 60% of the funding fgrpsenticeship in Australia is done by industried aot
government. In FinLand, the requirements of vocaticschools include completion of thr LUKIO ( high
school); the education in vocational school is faeel the students from low income earner families a
eligible for a state students grants; hence engigaself- reliance after graduating from high saho
(www.en.wikipedia.org).

In Germany, the legal backing for vocational ediocaimade youths to be accommodated in companies and
trades of life to take the responsibility of traigiyouths into one vocational skill or the othe¢iislreported
that, in 2001 2/3 of young people aged under 22beg apprenticeship. 78% of same completed ithmga
51% of all youth under 22 have completed an apesttip. One in three companies offered appreritipes

in 2003; in 2004 the government signed a pledgk industrial unions that all companies except \wngall

ones must take on apprentices(http://en.wikipedi@wiki/vocational-educationNcite-0).

In Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Institute of VocatibEalucation(IVE) provides training in nine diffetten
vocational fields, namely Applied science, Businésiministration, Child education and community
services, construction; design ,printing, textdesl clothing. Hotel service and tourism studiefrimation
Technology; electronic Engineering are being ofiei® post secondary 3,5 and 7 students which pespar
them for the world of life, hence creating employhepportunities for the youths. In a nutshell nmbsibt
all of the developed countries grew up to wherg tre today due to the unanimous efforts for rexqgir
skills to the youths for addressing unemploymerthair land (www.en.wikipedia.org).

In the US, the Office of Vocational and Adult Edtica(OVAE) is created under the United States
department of education to provide Adults and ysutfith vocational skills to live on instead of bgin
dependant and unproductive. On the other side taspasndary education training is to enable graduat
secondary schools to learn skills that will enahkem to get means of becoming productive membetiseof
society, hence curbing unemployment among its oeul The strategy went on to establish community
colleges to supply workforce and economic develaginhe program fall into four general areas wisdost

» Adult education and literacy represented within /By division of adult education and literacy
(DAEL).

» Rural education represented by the center for edatation.
» Career and technical education.
» Community colleges (www.wikipedia.org).

4. Formsof Vocational education (skill acquisition ) practiced in Nigeria
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Under the formal sector, in Nigeria the creatiorNational Board for technical education programnas w
introduced to procure vocational skills to Nigergndents. These are reported to be giving skilg inajor
trade areas. These areas are, agriculture, busio@sgputer, home economics, industrial technical an
others. It could be observed here that going bytiieent number of these colleges, it may notdexjaate

to the unbearing number of youths in Nigeria. Tpepulation of which reads about 140, million witiet
children composition of about 59,623,111, which mmastly unskilled and a good number not in school.
Eventhough Nigeria has had some history of transionsof life skills to youths by the elderly onegieh
has help so much in both sustaining and maintenahttee communities by meeting their socio-economic
and technological needs through the instrumemaglitional education.

5. Mordern vocational training centersin Nigeria

The advent of the colonial rulers tactically dis@ged our vocational training centers and modebaif
operation; which consequently led to looking dovupon our evolved ways of life expressed by Nigesia
who call the commodities made within our country‘lasal’ while they referred to the ones from other
countries as ‘foreign’ placing higher value to foeign made commodities. And such product maybeadf
superior quality. For instance the Nigerian madppen wire is practically stronger and transmit leigh
current compared to the Chinese made. On the btrat, the hide and skin materials we make in Négeri
even though strong yet people opt for a foreigrthiea shoe which doesn't last in our hot weather
environment. The apparent negligence of the ti@diti vocational training centers gave birth to faliging
modern centers to cater for man-power needs isdhity which are often managed by government. & hes
could be federal, state or local tier of governmartligeria (Dike, 2010). The national policy onuedtion
provided a space for the establishment of vocatiosters for training of students in technicalcub.

Nigeria has about 125 technical schools at prggemiv.eeveryculture.com/--/Nigeria.html). LookingX25
technical training centers meant to cater for g@rting population of 120 million people it can ight to
assert that, these centers are inadequate to emplagezians towards community development.Suchresnt
could help in the level of empowerment that coelduce poverty situation, thereby involving thenadtive
participation in nation building.

A new impetus came into Vocational education afterworld war Il, when the armed services had great
need for technicians that the civil society coutd supply. The aftermath of the war necessitatedHe
establishment of training centers for veterans wedrduring the war to help restore hope in to thejpeless
situations (Dike, 2010). In America for instanceyaral acts were made from 1960 to 1984 in vocation
education to secure both youths and adults actiféreong education to live on or to complement therk
force in states or countries (Perkins in Dike, 2010

Even though vocational education in Nigeria appesaak and not well organised, yet it could helpviie
people with skills that will make them productivetrepreneurs and involve in creative and innovatieas
that will enhance the nation’s economy and its GBffedman, 1982). It was in this light that, thedEial
Government introduced the National Directoratedomployment (NDE) which brought good news to the
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Nigerian youths by providing them with the oppoitynto learn various vocational skills under the
non-formal sector of education. Skills such as raeatal trade, typing skills electronic maintenance,
wielding work, etc. The skills if learnt could pide the participants with means of livelihood, henc
reducing the weight of poverty towards the develephof the communities in the country.

The latest move by the Nigerian government to mlevits citizens with vocational skills, was the
establishment of technical colleges. However, Haifdhem are being maintained and effectivelydidee

to poor funding of the educational sector. And Vimeel education falls under this sector. The @fed this
shortage in budgetary allocation to educationatssess against the UNESCO proposed 26% of national
budget allocation to education, is observed inditepidated structures or classrooms as capturdddily

Sun Newspaper on #Beptember, 2011.

6. Conclusion

Looking at the trend of unemployment in Nigeria @dhe over bearing effects of that on the econany,
consequentially development issues in the Nigecammunity as whole, it is the candid opinion ofsthi
paper that if Nigeria wants its communities to depethere is need for a quick design of a Non—frm
Vocational Education Curriculum for the unemployediths and adults who are battling with the shackfe
poverty due to lack of viable employment opportigsitowards building a dynamic Nigeria.

7. Recommendation

* Trade Learning Centers (TLCs) should be establisimel®r adult and non-formaleducation in
collaboration with Trade Unions in every commuriyenhance and address the problem of
accessibility to the centers by the learners digpants.

e The Federal Government of Nigeria should ensurguate and timely funding of the programme under
vocational education.

e The government should and ought to collaborate inifigenous organizations interested in skill
provision to be the implementers of the programmpaatners at the grassroots’ level.

. Government should make provision for procuring ks to the participants after a successful
graduation from the vocational skill acquisitiorogrammes.

. The agencies in charge of the vocational skill &itjon programme should provide market outlets of
the goods to be produced for sustainable strataggrds expansion of the micro industry in view.

«  The government should enact a law and enforcedhaibg importation of goods that could be
produced in the country so as to encourage gromdhdavelopment of our local industries.
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